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Tight Booze Market Making It 
Tough for Dealers—Sell at Loss 


—_——— 


The New Year will be launched 
in a sea of the best liquor any holi- 
day season to date has ever dipped 
its nose into, as a result of quota- 
tions on the bootleg market drop- 
ping to a record low. 

Instead of the usual 20%. rise 
during the festive period this ele- 
ment is. submerged by the factor 
of “ability to pay,” now dominating 
the liquor industry. 

With. demand just as strong as 
ever, if not greater because of re- 
action due to much misery emanat- 
ing from the stock market casualties 
of late, the bootleggers are vending 
stuff proportionate with b. r. strings. 
Most of their customers were sock- 
ed in the crash. 

The boys in the racket have found 
it pays to sell quality intoxicants. 
Thus those with scruples are not 
taking advantage this year, pre- 
ferring to sell on the “ability to 
Pay” basis. 

One legger puts it in this lan- 

guage: “Where does my profit come 
in the long run by “cutting” or 
raising prices, when I know the 
majority can’t stand to pay top 
prices. A customer is going to have 
stuff and if I charge too much now, 
he’ll go for the cheap hooch and 
then lay off me during the rest of 
the year.” 
- The leggers of genuine goods, or 
as they term it, “the McCoy,” are 
accepting a loss compared with the 
profit they ordinarily get, this holi- 
day period. 

Although the rum runners were 
at first reluctant to admit the stock 
market blameable for the following 
quotations for the best stuff: 

Gin (case), $60-$80; (according to 
grade). 

Scotch, same, $65-$90. 

Bacardi, $50-$55; Jamaica Rum, 
$55-$60; Rye, same, $75-$90. 

Vermuth, Italian, $70-$75; French 
$70-$75; cheap Vermouth, $36-$46; 

(Continued on page 45) 


Accordions for Society 


Society is going in for accordion 
dlaying, now that the sax rage is 
on the skids. 

An accordion with the piano key- 
board costs from $500 to $700 or 
more. 

The smaller and more graceful 
concertaina, almost now forgotten, 
although once made famous by Joe 
Cawthorn, runs to about $250, with- 
out the music dealers pushing it as 
against the higher priced accordion. 

Where at one time music dealers 
found the demand for accordions 
only from the Italian youth, the 








_ Sales at present are as much to the 


fashionable sector of New York as 
the upper east side. 





"Way Up 
Chicago, Dec. 24. 

Tall buildings are putting ice 
rinks on the roof along Michigan 
Blvd. 

At 333 the rink is 24 stories up, 
with the sign downstairs stating 
that only experienced skaters are 
allowed on the ice. 
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BIG PRICES FOR 
JUNGLE BEASTS 


Of wild beasts rated most costly 
over here is the North Indian Rhino, 
caught in the Nepal and Assan. 


Probably not more than two in the 
country—each valued at about $15,- 
000. ~ 

Approximate wholesale prices on 
various animals are: 

Orang-outang, $1,200; Borneo tig- 
er, $800-$1,200; Malay leopard, $350; 
elephants, $2,250; hippos, $3,500; 
pythons, $500-$800; tapirs, $1,000- 
$1,200; black leopard, $1,500-$1,600; 
antelope, $300; peacocks, $250. 

Monkeys are sold in hundred lots, 
rating about $800, Parrots are sold 
by the dozen and run from $60 to 
$200 for 12. 

Among the most rare species of 
parrots is the great black cockatoo, 
from New Guina. One is owned by 
John Wanamaker, who paid $1,000 
for the bird. 


Important Chumps Go for 
New $200 Mugging Racket 


Metropolitan bankers, brokers, 
manufacturers and business men are 
getting mugged at $200 and up per 
mugg to get that phoney but im- 
portant feeling. It’s a new racket 
that calls for the slightest dash of 
vanity in the chump and a salesman 
who can sell. 

The photog outfit is represented 
as a news picture bureau and the 
money boys are informed the pic- 
tures wiJl be planted in the papers. 
Any spares may be distributed to 
admiring friends and relatives. The 
photo bureau claims affiliation with 
all of the large news syndicates and 
newspaper picture distributors, but 
without authorization. 

One concern has canvassed every 
big business man on Manhattan, 
Brooklyn and the other three bor- 
oughs. It has landed many at $200 
and more each. The troupe has a 
richly furnished suite for inter- 
views and such, with a classy stu- 
dio connected. 

The muggs can go for the works 
at the joint or get into focus at their 
own private offices. That's their 
only break. 


Annual Beaut Parade 


Galveston, Dec. 24. 

Dispelling doubt that the annual 
beauty pageant would be held here 
in 1930, the Boosters Club, backed 
by one of the largest interests in 
the city, announced that it would 
finance the spectacle. 

This in the event the regular or- 
ganization decides to quit. 


























‘PAR AND TIFFANY 
PLAN BALLYHUDS 


‘“‘Mikes” in London, Paris 
and Hollywood Dec. 28 
for Par.—France, Spain, 


Germany, Canada for Tiff. 
—One Every 3 Mos. 








TIFFANY’S FEB. HOUR 





International air hook-ups prom- 
ise to be a big and expensive 
item in filmdom’s outlay for the 
1930 ballyhoo. Not only the big 
picture companies, but the major 
independent studios are also set to 
use the inter-ocean network. 


Paramount contemplates spend- 
ing approximately $80,000 on ether 
mechanics alone during the ensu- 
ing year: First of a series.of about 
six duo-continent entertainments 
will be broadcast from high spots 
in Europe and the United States 
next Saturday night: (28) by Par. 
Other international reproductions 
are scheduled to follow at the rate 
of one every three months. 


The initial program, coming from 
Par’s theatres in Paris, London, 
Chicago, New York and the Holly- 
wood studio will cost that company 
$20,000 just for the hook-ups. 

Heralded as an aerial salute to 
the new year, the program will have 
at the Plaza, London, the English 
comedian, Stanley Lupino, and M. 
St. Granier, French star, will be the 
headliner when the Paris mike is 
turned on at the Paramount theatre 
there. 

Paramount broadcast the film in- 
dustry’s first international radio en- 
tertainment with the Maurice Chev- 
alier tie-up from Paris several 
months ago. The Columbia net- 
work, 60 stations, will be in charge 
of the reproduction over here. 

Those in Hollywood who will 
broadcast this Saturday include 
George Bancroft, Charles Rogers, 
Mary Brian, Jeanette MacDonald, 
Clive Brook, Frederic March, Jack 
Oakie and Neii Hamilton. 

Tiffany is progressing with its 
plans for a similar but NBC ether 
display, tying in France, Spain, 
Germany and Canada with the 
States for an hour in February in 
connection with its picture version 
of “Journey's End.” 


$145 for Theatre 


Prospect, O., Dec. 24. 
W. N. Hatch, of Marion, O., pur- 
chased the Ohio theatre here for 
$145 at sheriff's sale. 
Says he will wire the house. 


His Error! 














There's a guy running 
around Broadway with a black 
eye because he mistook asthma 
for passion. 














WORLDWIDE AIR NETWORK 











THEATRELESS 


Raleigh, N. C., Dec. 24. 

Talkers have shattered business 
and prospects for tab companies in 
more ways than one in these parts. 
Until this season a lot circulated 
in Tarheelia, moving by auto, car- 
rying everything in a grip and play- 
ing film houses on percentage. $25 
a night cut of the take for six girls, 
straight and a comic considered hot, 
with $10 being satisfactory. 

Picture houses, with talkers bur- 
dening them with a big overhead, 
comparatively speaking, are cutting 
out the “extra added attractions,” 
and besides can’t use their stages 
for road shows any more. Talker 
installations are being made as 
cheaply as possible, with no provi- 
sion for screen and horns. 

This is also making it tough for 
bookers of shows like Van Arnam’s 
Minstrels, leased musicals and ro- 
tary stocks. 

Towns that played films five 
nights a week and such legit as they 
could pick up have cut out the 
legit altogether. Since film houses, 
because of capacity and equipment, 
have heretofore been preferred by 
Elks’ minstrels, college-boy plays, 
etc., amateur shows have been 
knocked cold by the new order of 
things. 


CATHOLIC CHAPEL CAR 
TRAVELS, WITH PRIESTS 


Columbia, 8S. C., Dec. 24. 

Show business has given the 
church anott er idea. 

To reach Roman Catholics in 
spots without ehurches and carry 
on missionary services, the diocese 
of Raleigh, N. C., has fitted out and 
consecrated a railroad chapel car, 
with traveling ~»riest, Father Luke, 
in charge. Has altar, quarters for 
priest, etc. 

It’s. here all week. 

Billing and publicity precede its 
arrival. 

Credit to the show business is ad- 
mitted. 

Idea first used in world war, when 
Roman Catholic chapels followed 
troops on wheels. Catholics only 
ones to develop it, it seems. 


Social Entertain 
er 

Mrs. William 3. Hyde, socially 
prominent in New York, goes into 
the Central Park Casino for a fort- 
night starting next week. She sings. 

Mrs. Hyde married the son of a 
partner of James, Hayes & Hyde. 
About 10 years ago, as a lark, she 
|took a small part in a Broadway 
| musical. 

Harry Reichenbach arranged the 
Casino engagement. 
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Aneericam Women Hard-Boiled and 
Wise, Says New Flap King’s Wife 


TABS-AMATEURS 


Colin Keith-Johnston, the world 
famous S. A. man of “Journey’s 
End,” was visited by “Variety's” 
sobber, who represented the rest of 
“Variety's” feminine staff and a 
major portion of the New York 
feminine world. He didn’t know 
that he was standing so strong 
among.the girls, so she told him so. 


“What do you think of American 
women,” the sobber asked, all aflut- 
ter. At this moment his wife walk- 
ed in. 

“Oh, darling,” said Mr. Keith- 
Johnston, “what do I think of Amer- 
ican women?” 

Sobbie took 
smile. 

“American women,” Mrs. Keith- 
Johnston immediately began, “are 
rather hard-boiled, very much so 
compared to English women. They 
are so very much more sophisti- 
cated, it is amazing. They have 
none of the graciousness of Eng- 
lish women. They seem to be born 
old and from their cradles know 
all about life and sex and what 
not. 

“They have a bold push-and-go 
manner and are never young girls, 
yet they haven’t the poise of Eng- 
lish girls. From the headlines in 
your papers most of the crimes in 
your country seem to be perpetrat- 
ed by young people. You read about 
them killing their mother’s lover 
when they should not even know 
that she has a lover. 

“American girls are amazing crea- 
tures,” 

Here was English reserve for you. 
Sobbie lit a cigaret and prayed. 

Mr. Keith-Johnston having nod- 
ded with approval looked for fur- 
ther enlightenment from his wife. 

“American women,” she contin- 
ued, “are sort of all over the place. 
They swagger here and there and 
slap each other on the back and 
are ¢o utterly self sufficient.” 


it with a heroic 


“O yeah?” said the sobber weak-- 


ly. who began to feel like a bobbed- 
haired bandit just dropping in to 
shoot up this quiet English couple. 

It seems also that American 
women have a thirst for culture, but 
it is only superficial. Being much 
better off financially through the 
efforts of their hard working hus- 
bands they have nothing to oceupy 
them at home. So they form clubs 
and societies. But the Keith-John- 
stons like the American people as 
a whole and are overwhelmed by 
their generosity. 

Mr. K-J doesn’t have to play a 
sax or croon; that marvelous strong 
jaw is just as good off the stage, 
and he looks as well in a golf suit 
and a blue sweater as he does in 
a uniform. 
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BROOKS 
WISH YOU A 
Merry Christmas 





Happy pra Year 


Your Costumer the Year ‘Round 
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Flock of New Paris Offerings of 
Varied F ate—"Good News’ Floppo 


. 


Paris, Dec, 24. 
Flock of new attractions in for 
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Hookups Make Sax’s 41% Margin 0.K.: 


Woods-Trevor-Morris 


Discussing Deal 





Authors-Playwrights Clear 
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Paris, Dec. 15. 








; Carol M, Sax’s experience with Ever 
. e © Py . 
the holidays, numbering halt a!  JJ’§ STILL THE NERTS Zimmer of Plagiarism) *!2 Psris-American Players at the pew fu 
dozen or so, with only two that look Theatre Femina evidences that that a 
Ra cnenaaasn at. anes Mina in without the endowment and under- oe 
‘ ; : " Paris, Dec. 15. Paris, Dec, 15.| Writing, such as he enjoys, no tall 
Among the newcomers an adapta ; / American group, or any other unit cently 
tion of “Good News” looks floppo. Rag er phat snooty elements Arbitration committee of 12 of foreign language players, van renew 
: a dance itz, om bassy sonal . ‘ : es a 
“In Love With Her Soul” 4 Regia bet 4 ear Beet French authors and playwright5/ exist in Paris. The many taxes eo 
Paulette Pax and M. Ber offered} the Coast, and you'll get an idea of has decided that Rene-Louis Pia- | make it economically ee eeEneti ve. * ant 
“La Jeune Fille Folle de Son Ame”| the haute monde exclusiveness of chaud’s accusation against Bernard Sao Bee seg wah = halve cd Rate on ed he 
Eleni D ~ - P = r P bs . So 5S on ° 
(The Girl in Love With Her Soul’), ot hey on Friday nights. Also Zimmer, that the latter’s ree the gross is 70-30, There is a 17% News 
*y rly x ° a 7 y iv oO » Gov 3) 3 me 
by Fernand Commerlynck at the From whence is evolved a picture ae ee and adaptation of gh Wives tax ‘to the Gov ernment and the As- ees 
Theatre de l'Oeuvre. A poor play,| of a recent Friday night gathering ; Windsor’ was a plagiarism, is un- | sistance Publique (poor tax) plus a 
(CHIC) (ROSE) anes is ¢| the 12% tax which the French So- under 
poorly done. Dreary theme has to| when Julien, perhaps the most fa- YORK d KING justified. Careful comparison 0 ciet ef -Draifiatists geté: on ‘all theatr 
do with a chaste maid called Ca- iocen eae sraltar = eee ag Oxkittaieaa see nn am," in the judgment ptoesee This: ‘latter percentage no se! 
. ‘ aurant circles, was the cause of a -Ty edy. é : “ , 
rine, who discovers soon after she| catering mess that Res page i After establishing themselves as|°f the committee, proves that the) takes in the cut to the authors of —_ 
is married that all the world is per- | ment of nobility and the cream of London favorites sailed Nov. 22 to| treatments and spirit of both are at the plays, ghee! way PPgund are Engli: 
fidious, even her mother having a; &n especially swanky gathering Scams ameter shane: variance. mr =e glass ape Ae oe Daan 
4 7 Ak ed || ° ” i 
lover. In the end, she gives way ne ar ee ~~ $93 . / ssiniamestinimain Board comprised Edmond Fleg, H.| .eiyes by claiming the entire 12% Thi 
to despair and commits suicide, ©”? 2h FdR Tl 266. 2DR8..PA2 J KR. Lenormand, —Denyvs..:.Amiel.| fom thoir.pension fund” while’ the tracti 
trons who pay—and how—for the e ' Is , ‘ bitter 
idea being apparently that that’s all| ultimate in service, went through . Charles Vildrac, Constantin Weyer, eter” must b so pay reed addi- artist 
a pure woman can do in modern| his! more or less familiar practice of on on efi Jean-Jacques Bernard, ‘Jean Rich- : rcs = orci ; Bern: 
society, where all the sophiationtes prodding or jostling a slow or _— + op Sapenr aarti rey {can 
ERs otherwise mildly offending waiter, « 7antsion, Jean Giradoux, _ “ : 
saat. ony tear a a calling him down, as he often. does ? mains, Jean Sarmont. Just as Smart for French ogee 
case of poor casting. ellier @S/ before the : : ——— ° . 
~ 7 ie pes ima. guests (in French) and the | 
Carine is a.sad case of overacting. | otherwise waxing tyrannical. This To Try Out = English frien‘ 
Maurice Grenee as the husband was : lates Pari bc. 13 
ineffecti night some grande dame. merely e oO an aris, Dec. 1 becor 
ene ee ee “Kadubec” asked that the dishes be parked Just as swanky as may be the Saxe 
“Kadubec.” ta tir this way instead of that. And for pacl y 3 By Edward J. Kurylo idea for the novitiate French siu- De: 
ee a x heel es: _ a such a slip as this, Julien. hopped dent in New York to try out his or leadi: 
ah hs . age AA neg the wuiter, despite the latter being Warsaw, Nov. 30: her bad French on the waiters, so mucl 
ain, Ss fa ay. GIVeEAS & n© | weighed down with a full and flow- “Halka.” ; ‘ Mon-|it is just as swanky for the nativ2 th: 
Nouveautes. Piece is in three acts. Lond D 15 alka,” Polish opera of px ’ 4 oh 
The plot: ing tvay. ndon, Dec. 19. Jiuszko and rearranged for the oc- | Would-be’s to parley-vouz en An- stage 
“4 7 F And the worm turned. Without A number of inquiries seeking casion, has opened the season under | glaise. Local smart set considers 
_A former politician helps a one-| juch ado, the waiter merely faced |the nightly legit money capacities |the new. manager, Stermicz-Val- |it quite the thing to use their 
time communist railroad worker, y:<) superior and with much vim |here. List below is an approximate |croziata. Due to an argument be-|meagre English amongst them- 
named Kadubec, to win an election! 4,4 pusto ‘slapped everything onto | estimate, but totals vary with the |tween .the director and orchestra | selves, 


to the Chamber of Deputies from a 
Brittany constituency, reason being 
that the other candidate had jilted 
his daughter, Edith. He insists 
that Kadubec take his son along as 


the floor. Mrs. Ritz’s mutton chop 
got hot on the dance floor, Mrs. 
Giltedge’s chicken went the other 
way, ete. In Ciro’s. To top it, the 








tilting or lowering of prices. 

This prevails in England more 
than anywhere else. Some houses 
have pit seats which can be con- 


conductor, the members of the or- 
chestra left a rehearsal and went 
on strike. Now, the musicians do 
not play for rehearsals but only 
work at the performances. A few 











It’s a peculiar psychology, this 
striving for. a language not your 
own. That they don’t go in for 
English merely as a courtesy to a 








hi otat - ‘ waiter slapped Julien. He of the | verted into stalls, at four to five | years ago the opening of the-opera | Stranger in their midst, is evidenced 
! Secretary. Son prefers to re-| tray then stormed into the kitchen, | times the price, on a few moments |yeason was delayed by a like rup-|by the large percentage of natives At 
main back in Brittany near his mis- thought it over, and again came out notice: ture—a ballet master thought that| patronizing the Paris - American a 
tress. Wherefore Edith disguises|+. gaminister another slap. Adelphi ...cccccssseeeeee sess $1,775 |@ Certain number was being im-| Players at the Theatre Femina. One ened 
herself as a boy and goes to Paris| 4 slap in the pan doesn’t call for | Aldwych ....eccssseesesessss 1,800 | Perfectly rendered. Whereupon, the| night; Carol M. Sax, the impres- on 
— the tag legislator, becoming | 4 poke in the nose as a chaser over | Ambassadors sisecssereessses 950 Site ‘wrote demanding | aio, clocked an 80 percent. French oy 
ndispensable to the deputy, writ-/ here. It used to mean rapiers or | APOIO ....ccscideesesseesses 1,530 "Aas “his to ‘Rudolf Nili mob in his house; seemingly enjoy- ' 
ing his speeches and helping him to/ pistols, if you believe your films. |Comedy 1,459 eee ne, cee, Sean oe fe the English tong oa 
- _| Pistols, 5 P hit ase ya ee eka of. the best orchestra conductors in| *™8 the Hngish tongue. d 
win popularity. When her identity But the waiter had another job Criterion eeeeeeeeeseeesasenes 1,060 Vienna ‘*Halka” is better perform- — -- — on 
is revealed, Kadubec wants t0| waiting down the street, and Julien |Daly’s .......esseeeesecueese 2,175 leg here than in Vienna. ;' THOS Mor 
~raded anes eae is in — with | took so long to cool off a duke | Duke of York’s...eisceceseee 1,540 ' i E FRENCH NAMES poor 
another. ilton ‘is excellent &S/ came in and actually found his own|Drury Lane 3,260 | A-mnew Polish o “Tiola.” Paris, Dec. 15. ou 
> . eeeeeeeewaeeeee « , eS 4 s pera, Tjola, is ’ 
Kadubec. Others are Gabrielle Ris- table. The assembled elite gave the [Fortune ..cccepeccereqscocece 825 due soon, whose composer is.the Variety's N. Y. staff made‘a pansy M 
tori, Suzanne Dehelly and Eline d¢| gecision to the waiter, whom they'd |Gaiety ....sseceresencerecees 2,000] well-known musician, Piotr Rytel,|,0ut of Camille ‘Wynn. » Maybe ex- hus 
Creus. Benoit Leon Deutsch ap-| peen rooting for anyway. In Ciro’s. |Garrick ...ssesecscecceesseee . 1,625 | Libretto is taken from the drama plainable considering the first name, min 
pears as Ses mae Pa-lease. EF eS PE ME Sy area: pg Pi Rome except that the French boys so a 
a Grande Vie Haymarket ..ssccceseeesesss 1,750 | Perhaps, “Devil's Mill,” of Ludomir | often have those namies. ng 
“The Great Life,” by Yves Mi-| Ana you can tell how little news |Hippodrome ...eeessessesees 2,500 | Rozycki, which is called by that} Aithough Wynn and Jane Marnac thei 
rande and Henri Geroule is new at| the boys ate digging when they |His Majesty's ..qscsseessseee 2,500 | COMPOSer “a musical film. are no ‘longer partners in the c 
the Palais Royale, where it was/ start: mailing this stuff in, ~ Or | Kingsway ..ecesecerseesesss 1,050 z Apollo, they are continuing as co- his 
nicely received. : Story recalls the| maybe they’re on the payroll. The | Little .......sccecssseeeseees — 800), grrr gg ayy ski, a oe adventurers in the revival of “Trial anc 
youthful adventure of 60 years ago Paris office omitted the usual credit Lyceum SCeeeseseserseseesesé 3,000 , " —_ ns hr oe vd ft of Mary Dugan” at that theatre. ace 
of a famous restaurateur who at- Lyric 1.700 | Lover.” It deals with the Jeve'af-| .) 4 Fre 
.. | line on this one. cweeoccccssesecccseess I, fairs of Polish King August II. ow is a stop gap until around 
tempted suicide because he couldn’t NOW ccvccncceccccccccccccea 1,800 Christmas when Miss Marnac, as in 
hold an equally famous English ; Palace .cccccccccsaserceccees 2,600 “Ty ” star and manager ‘ i *@ ond 
. jnexpected Thing,’ drama b geress, ‘opens in 
demimondaine. Heidt to Monte Carlo . Pavilion wcccccccccccccccones 1,900 Karol Hubert Kostworowski, which “Shanghai: Gesture.” % tini 
Plot: A thrifty butcher’s widow Paris, Dec, 24, | PiavVROuse .--.-.+eeeeeeeeeee 1,250) made such a sensation in Cracow,| Meanwhile, another company of °° atu 
conceals her large fortune’ and wa ta an B Settee a Prince of Wales’......++++++ 1,500]has been successfully put on at| “Dugan” has been sent on the road, ©! im: 
makes her son Paul work in the eee yas 5 Sine ¢ PYHINCe’S 62. sceccseceesseeeess 2,800 |} the Teatr Narodowy. Solski is in’| organized by the Marnac-Wynn in- ™ mu 
shop with one assistant. During| orace Heidt and his ban . a QUEEN'S ..cccccccceresececese 1,550 | the cast. oe terests. Miss Marnac’s husband, *° bee 
his mother’s absence the youth has the states for an engagemen om Royalty codccvecesecccccccces 1,200 Irene Solska, engaged to the Mu- Keith Trevor, will hereafter handle “” wif 
dealings with a money lender, who | the Reviera. SavoY ....ssccccseccccccecee 2,450 | Hicipal Theatres, is doing “Trial of | hi, wife's business affairs 2 
learns the hidden facts and, in| Heidt outfit takes up & tWO- | Shaftesbury ..ccccccweseceee 2,175 evan tA oy," a rerasngnttorg a era 
consequence, the boy raises a large | Month residence at the Monte Carlo | g¢ James’ ..cececccsseeseeee 1,440 Jorn aoe a tni. ow es RETTER DIVORCE ACTION int 
sum by signing notes. He takes a casino Feb. 8. St. Martin’s crscccosccccsece 1,480 Another successful 1 i é sio 
play is Casi- London, Dec. 24 
million frances and goes off on a Strand ..iccssessscssssecises 1,800 | nip Wroczynski's “Don Juan's Va- D R . ee a I 
joyous week with a light lady. At MISS WALTON’S JEWELS Vaudeville ...ccccccescowecee 1,575 cations.” Deals with a film hero exe etter, now playing Eng f ace 
‘a Winter Gard 2815 : land, has instructed his solicitor to 
the same time the humble assist Paris, Dec. 24 ON sescceseceses ’ resting in the mountains where bri di » ing 
ant poses as the son and capti-| jy Walton Leitrim, former | WYP@NAM'S ...seeeeepeeeeeee 1,315 | many ladies, each from various |) ns Mivorce proceedings against 
vates @ scheming.gold digger. orence alton rim, for parts of Poland and speaking dif- | his wife Ethel Retter, and naming Li 
dancer, now the wife of her former ferent dialects, are making love to | Hans Jansen, house painter, as one 


Duvalles plays the son capably, 
while Albert Brasseur is amusing 
as the money lender and Blanche 
Bilvao is excellent as the demimon- 








partner, Leon Leitrim, reported to 
the police the loss of a 200,000-franc 
pendant. 





Jarmann-Francis Married 


London, Dec, 24. 
Sunny Jarmann and _ “Francis 











him. 

Teatr Nowy opened the _ season 
with “Case of Doctor Hieronim” by 
Szpotanski. Peculiar drama in four 








of the co-respondents. 
Evidence for the proceedings has 
been compiled by a detective agency, 
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New Anti-American Uproar in 


France at Added Stage Drive 


Paris, Dec, 24. 

Everything in Paris is adding 
new fuel to the anti-American spirit 
that was manifest in the riots over 
the U. 8S. talker, ‘Fox Movietone 
Follies,” at the Moulin Rouge re- 
cently and accusations are being 
renewed that the capital is being 
Americanized. 

Late last week three new Amer- 
fean plays in French versions open- 
ed here, “Shanghai Gesture,” “Good 
News” and “New Moon,” all the 
game night. ‘These are besides the 
current troupe of American players 
under Carol M. Saxe at the Femina 
theatre. While the last named is 
no sensation it is attracting French 
society who consider it rather fash- 
fonable to speak and understand 
English. 

Authors Resent Vogue 

This society pose is likewise at- 
tracting attention and not a little 
bitter complaint from natives in 
artistic circles. However, Henri 
Bernstein has put forth pro-Amer- 
fcan arguments, chief among them 
being that “there are no frontiers 
to art.” Charles Mere, president of 
the Dramatists, also seems to be 
friendly to the visitors, for he has 
become an honorary patron of the 
Saxe repertory enterprise. 

Despite the attitude of these two 
leading literary personages, there is 
much resentment among the lesser 
authors, who protest they have no 
stages for the native works. They 

(Continued on page 44) 


Jane Aubert Gets $1,000 
Monthly Temp. Alimony 


Paris, Dec. 24. 

After a series of hectic litigations 
and further threats of lawsuits 
from both principals, the Versailles 
courts have awarded 25,000 francs 
($1,000) temporary monthly alimony 
to. Jane Aubert, native musichall 
and picture star, against Col. Nelson 
Morris, her husband and scion of 
the original packer, who was bought 
out by Armour & Co. in Chicago. 

Miss Aubert’s allegations of her 
husband’s unnatural jealousy cul- 
minated in the actress taking the 
initiative in a suit for divorce, set- 
ting forth many serious causes for 
their marital unhappiness. 

Col. Morris first sought to enjoin 
his wife’s public personal appear- 
ances at the local Gaumont-Pal- 
ace during the engagement of a 
French film (silent), “Possession,” 
in which Miss Aubert was the sec- 
ond femme lead to Francesca Ber- 
tini. Smacking at first of a press 
stunt, the suit evolved into a legit- 
imate legal proceeding by the Chi 
multi-millionaire, who latterly has 
been a French resident, to keep his 
wife off the stage. 

Miss Aubert, said to have consid- 
erable means in her own right, is 
intent on continuing her profes- 
sional activities. 

Her suburban estate, Te Vesinet, 
accounts for the divorce action be- 
ing tried in Versailles. 


London’s Xmas Circus 
Without Animals Mild 


London, Dec. 24. 

Bertram Mills’ annual six-week 
Christmas circus season opened at 
the Olympia last Friday, but this 
year lacking the sensations usually 
Provided by wild animal acts. 

Elimination of jungle beasts prob- 
ably due to pressure from the So- 
ciety for the Prevention of Cruelty 
to Animals which has planted sand- 
wichmen all over Rondon asking the 
Public not to patronize shows that 
exploit trained wild animals. 

Only animals in the show are 
horses and three baby elephants. 
Among the acts appearing for the 
first time in London are the Hanne- 
ford Family, riding act; Long Tack 
Sam's Chinese revue, a combination 
of five Continental aerial troupes, 
Remo’s Lilliputs, Adele Nelson's 
Baby Elephants and Vasconcelo, 
Portugese high school rider with a 
Single horse, the mount comparing 
favorably with anything of the kind 
anywhere. 

“Poodles” Hanneford was slightly 
injured by a horse’s kick and had 
to withdraw early in the first per- 
formance, which hurt the show. 
Clowns’ comedy is interfered with 








oy % noisy roller coaster nearby. 
‘iret house was about half ca- 
Pacity. 
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Not Spending 





Paris, Dec. 24, 
If money is plentitudinous 
over here, and it’s supposed to 
be, they’re not spending it, 
They’re nursing all resources, 
despite the Paris bourse’s re- 
cently favorable financial re- 
port that it cost them less than 
%% for the entire fiscal year. 
This is an extraordinarily 

healthy financial statement. 























NON-CONSECUTIVE TIME 
IN ENGLAND CAUSES JAM 


London, Dec. 24. 
Yvonne and pianist, novelty mu- 
sical and aerial turn seen by Ernest 
Edelsten in the States in October, 
1928, was signed by him to open 





in June, 1929, with a further two- 
year option, 

Start was postponed to July 29 
and two days before the act was 
set to sail from New York a further 
postponement was made by cable 
for opening Sept. 30. Reason for 
second delay, it was explained, was 
trouble over a labor permit. Act 
finally opened on the last date 
named, but played only four weeks. 


Thereafter, Yvonne declares, Ed- 
elsten kept promising the balance 
of the time without specifying dates. 
Now the act has started suit against 
the agent for the four weeks, also 
making claim for compensation for 
ten weeks of Radio-Keith time can- 
celed to make the trip. 

At this stage Edelsen offered to 
settle the claim for $500, and the 
Variety Artists’ Federation advised 
the performer to accept, stressing 
a doubt the actress would gain 
anything by a suit. V. A. F. also 
tendered her the agent’s check. 
Yvonne, however, expresses her de- 
termination to go to court. 

Incident shows the poor judgment 
of American turns accepting time 
in Europe without written specifi- 
cation that dates will be consecu- 
tive. Edelsten is chairman of the 
English Agents’ Association. 





ENGLISH JUVE’S VACATION 


Gene Gerrard Just Looking "Round 
—Turns Down First Offer 








Advertising last week in “Va- 
riety” that he didn’t want to be an- 
noyed by stage or screen offers 
while in New York, Gene Gerrard, 
England's leading light comedian, 
received a proposal almost imme- 
diately after landing Friday. It 
was to play opposite Gertrude Law- 
rence in the new Erlanger-Leslie 
“International Reyue.” He rejected 
it. 

This is Gerrard's first American 
entrance. His time over here is 
limited, although long enough to 
perhaps permit Gerrard to accept 
the invitation of Maurice Chevalier 
to see Hollywood with him. 

Though just a young fellow, Ger- 
rard has been stage prominent in 
London for a considerable time, 

One purpose of his pleasure trip 
is to select if found a current New 
York production suitable for the 
Drury Lane, London. In that Ger- 
rard is acting as the representative 
of Sir Alfred Butt. It bespeaks 
more than the usual confidence by 
a manager in an actor’s judgment 
at picking. 


“Bitter Sweet” Buy 


London, Dec. 24. 

The original library deal for 
“Bitter Sweet” here expires Jan. 4. 
Before leaving for New York C. B. 
Cochran renewed it on an arrange- 
ment running to March. 

Piece is playing to capacity at 
every performance despite pre- 
Christmas setbacks elsewhere in 
the London show lineup. 





18 London Revivals 


London, Dec. 24. 
There were no less than 12 re- 
vivals current early this week. 
Warmed over pieces are offered 
under the guise of Christmas galas, 
but in reality are stop-gaps while 
the managers mark time over the 





first of the year. 


in England for eight weeks starting | 





WILL MAHONEY 


In Earl Carroll’s “Sketch Book,’”’ 
44th St. Theatre, N. Y. C. 

The New York “Graphic” said: 
“Most of the comedy was furnished 
by that mad dancing buffoon, Will 
Mahoney. I never tire of seeing this 
chap trying to crack his neck.” 





Direction 


RALPH G. FARNAM 
1560 Broadway | 
| 


ANN SUTER REFUSES TO 


APPEAR IN HER OLD ACT: 


London, Dec. 24. 

Although the management called 
it laryngitis, Ann Suter said she 
was out of the bill at the Holbom 
at the second show yesterday (Tues- 
day) because she was dissatisfied 
and walked. 

Miss Suter states she has not been 
happy with General Theatres since 
her return from the Continent, prior 
to which the management asked her 
to do a new act. This she did, se- 
curing new numbers, wardrobe and 











pianist. Change did not impress 
General Theatres, from. accounts, 
and it advised Miss Suter to go 


back to the old turn, She refused 
and is now attempting to cancel her 
General contracts, which extend to 
the end of February. 


On the same Holborn bill Rigoletto 
Brothers scored splendidly. At the 
finish the audience yelled for the 
Swanson Sisters. Henry Rigoletto 
was applauded when announcing the 
sisters will rejoin the act in May. 
Rigolettos now have a girl dancer 
and two stooges, with more comedy. 





Seasick Plea Wins in 
Raquel Meller’s Suit 


Paris, Dec. 24. 
Judgment was given in favor of 
j Raquel Meller in a 2,000,000 breach 
of contract suit brought here by 
Argentine manager named Cairo. 
He alleged he had booked the 
Spanish actress for (Buenos Aires 
and she failed to fill the contract 
on the plea that an ocean voyage 
made her seasick. At the same 
time, it was alleged, she accepted 
profitable engagements in Paris. 
The court ruled that Cairo had 
received ample notification when 
Meller told him her departure was. 
postponed indefinitely and failed to 
take necessary steps to enforce his 
contract. 





Lone Legit House on 
Champ-Elysees May Go 


Paris, Dec. 24. 

There’s a chance that Paris will 
lose its sole legit house on the 
Champs Elysees this spring. Banque 
de Paris has an option on the The- 
atre Femina and may exercise it as 
a new site for a branch office. Beau- 
coup French-American transients 
and business around this sector, 
which is adjacent to the several ul- 
tra expensive hotels. 

Studio and the Comedie des 
Champs Elysees, like the Marigny, 
are all in the C-E sector, but off the 
main boulevard. 


Paris Empire 11-a-Week 


Paris, Dec. 24. 
Empire, only big time variety 
house in the French capital, is 
breaking away from its tradition 
of once a night and few matinees. 
New schedule calls for 11 shows 
a week, an afternoon performance 
being added on Monday to the usual 








French company of “Melo.” 
ibe Bernstein’s 


| “Melo” 


CABLE ADDRESS: VARIETY, LONDON 
Temple Bar 5041-50942 3 











Marx Contemplates Revival of 





Vaudeville All Over Europe 








IN U. S. FOR BRADY 


Paris, Dec. 24. 
William A. Brady is taking Henri 





Bernstein, French playwright, for an 


American lecture tour next spring, 
along with Bernstein's 
It will 
first visit to the 
States, although he has been gen- 


lerously translated. 
A. H. Woods couldn't get together 
with the French author for the Eng- | 


lish rights to “Melo,” giving up in 
exasperation. Woods stated he had 
had deals with tough playwrights, 
but none came tougher than Bern- 
stein. While agreeing to a $6,000 
advance for the American rights to 
“Melo,” Bernstein held out for the 
first $30,000 of the picture rights, 
so, that for example, if Woods sold 
for the flickers for $50,000 
it would have left the producer on 
the short end. In’ addition, before 
Woods could read an English trans- 
lation of the play, or could obtain a 
copy of the manuscript, Bernstein 
had insisted on getting his $6,000 
first. 

“Melo” has been here over a year 
at the Gymnase, and is the biggest 
smash locally along with Marcel 
Pagnol’s “Topaz” at the Varietes. 


Charlot Back in Revue 
End with New Theatre 


London, Dec. 24 

Bertie Meyer is opening his new 
Cambridge theatre in the Seven 
Dials district just off the West End 
early in May. 

Opening attraction will be “The 
Charlot Revue of 1930” and the {dea 
is to establish the house as the 
home of smart music-and-specialty 
type of revue production. House 
seats 1,200. 

The venture marks the return of 
Andre Charlot to the type of stag- 
ing. He is now running the 
cabaret show at the Hotel Splendide 
and at the Grosvenor House, 


Tony Prinsep’s Brother 
To Marry Anita Elson 


London, Dec. 24. 

The engagement is announced of 
Anita Elson to Nicholas Prinsep, 
the wedding to be held Jan. 8. 

Bridegroom is a brother of 
Anthony Prinsep, prominent painter 
who married Marie Lohr and took 
a lease on the Globe theatre, Lon- 
don, for several years to star her. 

The couple separated and Prinsep 
starred Margaret Bannerman, 
former wife of Pat Somerset, whem 
Prinsep married after Miss Lohr 
divorced him. 


Berlin Likes ‘Cradle Song’ 


Berlin, Dec. 24. 
“The Cradle Song,” by Fedor, 
author also of “Poor as a Church 
Mouse,” was favorably received at 
the Lustspielhaus here, although it 
is considered inferior to his earlier 
work. 
Story has to do with a bachelor 
celebrating New Year's alone in his 


on his doorstep. He engages an 
attractive nurse to care for the waif, 
and then falls in love with her. Girl 
suspects he is the baby’s father 
until its real parents, a baker and a 
laundress, appear and calm her 
doubts, when a wedding eventuates. 

Piece has Kaete Haack and Paul 
Heidemann as leads. Its defect isa 
tendency to overpace. 


Strunin’s Jewish Troupe 


Failure in Australia 


Sydney, Dec. 24. 

Jacob Strunin’s Jewish opera 
company from New York met with 
poor returns in Sydney. 

Company came here with the 
idea of getting the support of 
Jewish communities in the large 
towns, but the venture met with 
little response. The Jewish com- 
munities have been appealed too 
to help the players out. 


Woods Buys “3 Men” 
Paris, Dec. 24. 
“Three Men With Dress Suits,” 
a comedy by Hans Adler, has been 





| week-end shows and a Thursday 
imat 


sold for America via Al Woods. 


original | 


home and finding a baby abandoned’ 


: = 
| ss 
MELO’ AND BERNSTEIN | Further details aa te ane "by 


which Jules Marx proposes to re- 
| vive Europe's interest in vaudeville, 
lreyeal that his campaign embraces 
tall Europe in its scope, one angle 
being the planning of a big house 
in Paris to play a standard type 
lof specialty entertainment. 

Idea is to build a circuit that will 
offer six months of Continental time 
ijall in a dozen European theatres, 
itime to be played with all engage- 
ments for a fortnight. 

Marx already controls the Plaza 
and Scala in Berlin and another 
house in Hamburg. He will open 
the new Drei Linden theatre in 
| Leipzig tomorrow (Christmas day) 
‘and has in prospect the acquisition 
|of two more theatres for September 
opening. 





Uniform policy will be a bill of 
110 acts changed once in two weeks, 
| which scheme will be introduced at 
ithe Drei Linden opening. Septem- 
ber additions will be the Apollo, 
| Mannheim, now independent vaude- 
|ville, and the Municipal theatre in 
| Dortmund, which he takes over 


ifrom the city government, 

All these houses have between 
11,800 and 2,000 capacity and will 
play a uniform policy of 10 acts 


changed fortnightly. Marx makes 
a point of the fact that his scheme 
would create the first Continental 
circuit offering real variety and 
would eliminate haphazard booking. 


attention was turned to show busi- 
ness' as recently as 1922. He is 
said to be a natural organizer cap- 
able of handling big operations. 


2. NEW LONDON PLAYS; 
BOTH JUST MISS FIRE 


London, Dec. 24, 

“Madame Plays Nap,” just pro- 
duced at the New theatre, is a 
comedy of the Napoleonic regime, 
artificial and entirely unsuited to 
Sybil Thorndike, who plays the lead 
with exaggerated flippancy, appar- 
ently being all at sea in a part so 
violently contrasted with her usual 
tragic characters. Piece -doubtful. 

“The Last Enemy,” by Frank 
Harvey, who until lately was play- 
ing in “Jew Suss,” was revealed at 
the Fortune theatre as a curious 
psychic piece somewhat similar to 
“Outward Bound.” It just misses, 
probably the fault of certain scenes 
supposed to take place in Heaven, 
a locale that never seems to reg- 
ister. 








Sunny Jarmann Retires 


London, Dec, 24. 

Sunny Jarmann’s elaborate act 
disbanded after a fortnight at the 
Coliseum although they were of- 
fered the Stoll tour and a return 
at the Coliseum. 

Girl, who has just married a mil- 
lionaire, said she only wanted to 
realize an old ambition to headline 


done that she will retire from show 
business for good. 
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British Film Field 


By Frank Tilley 
« 


London, Dec. 13. 
Stuart Paton, once a one-reel di- 
rector with and later 
mixed up with a Wheeler Oakland 
concern and producing “Ladies from 
Hell,” 
British 


Universal 


railroaded onto 
Elstree, 


got himself 

International at 
where they just know enough to be- 
lieve anything they are told by an 
agent, as a director from Hollywood 
who had made 264 pictures, 
gave him a job as. assistant studio 
manager or something. Sick of the 
lay of the land at Elstree, Paton got 
a press agent and shot a heavy 
squawk about everything, especially 
the management of the production 
end by John Thorpe and the sce- 
nario end by Walter Mycroft. Two 
days later he was invited to War- 
dour street to see Maxwell, and told 
John would sure like to 
265th film Paton made in Universal 
City—and_so goodbye. 


B. Il. P. and Syd Chaplin 

Came a case into court with Brit- 
ish International suing Syd Chaplin 
for breach of contract owing to his 
failure to make “Mumming Birds” 
(“Night in an English Music Hall’). 
Syd got in bad over biting a jane’s 
ear, etc., and ducked off to Biarritz. 

When the case came up Syd’s 
legal representative put in a plea 
he would like it to go to arbitration 
instead, and as B. I. P. is a good 
scout and doesn’t want the dirt 
dished, anyway, and has a grip on 


-Some dough which might otherwise 


be Syd’s from “Little Bit of Fluff,” 
its wig-wearer said okay, and arbi- 
tration it is, 


Which has possibly cheated the 
newspapers out of a juicy story, and 
all that. 


France Says No 


Elinor Glyn, making her first talk- 
er, “Knowing Men,” figures she will 
dub it in French, having the Eng- 
lish cast mouth so the sound can be 
stuck on after. French trade het 
up at the idea, figuring she ought to 
get a second cast and make the film 
over. Offer to boycott it if she dubs. 


Vaude in Film Houses 


A sidelight on the talker situation 
is no fewer than 18 London neigh- 
borhood theatres are playing vaude 
acts this week. These are Brixton 
Astoria, Rivoli, Wembley Elite, Mile 
End Empire, Upton Park Carlton, 
Shepherds Bush Pavilion, Canter- 
bury, Stratford Broadway, Ber- 
mondsey Pavilion, West Ham Em- 
pire, Finsbury Park Rink, East Ham 
Empire, as well as Hoxton, Hollo- 
way, Stamford Hill, Southall, Roth- 
erhithe and Crouch End houses. 

Most of these are in the Gaumont- 
British group. 


50% Dividend 

Third annual meeting of Madame 
Tussaud's Cinema, Ltd., stockhold- 
ers, with John Maxwell in the chair, 
showed profit for the year to Octo- 
ber 31 of $308,842, only $2,197 below 
prospectus estimates. 

Stock is in two classes—10% pref. 
and deferred, k'ormer naturally gets 
jis dividend and latter gets 50% 
dividend, leaving $176,588 to carry 
forward. 

Addressing the stcokholders, Max- 
well said in part: “In May this year, 
after I joined the board, we ar- 
ranged the installation of talking 
picture equipment (RCA), as it had 
become evident that form of enter- 
tainment was very much in demand, 
Business has. steadily increased 
since then, although these accounts 
do not show the full increase, as we 
had to pay not only for the talking 
pictures—and the terms were pretty 
high, as the films were scarce—but 
we aiso had to pay for a large num- 
ber of silent pictures previously 
booked for a long time ahead and 
not used. Generally the revenue 
from the talkers was large enough 
to cover this double expenditure and 
show a handsome profit.” 

As Maxwell is also distributing 
talkers, that’s not a bad _ political 
speech! 


MORE FOREIGN PLAYERS 
. Hollywood, Dec. 24. 
Need of players from abroad for 
foreign versions is responsible for 
the reported expected arrival here 
of Maria Conessa, dramatic star 
from Madrid. Actress is said to be 
coming here on speculation. 
Another stage celeb of the same 
nationality, now negotiating with 
Paramount, is Ernesto Vilches, who 
is currently touring Chili. He is 
expected to come here to appear 
in Paramount Spanish talkers after 
completing his present tour which 
ends sometime in January. 


So they | 


see the | 





| PRESIDENT HEARS A CRY 


Holler Forces French Film on His 
Xmas Bill—RCA Wires Palace 


Paris, Dec. 15. 





For President Doumergue’s an- 
nual Christmas show at his palace 
“Le Collier de la Reine” (“The 
Queen’s Necklace’), elected as the | 
| first French talker to be shown pri- | 
vately before the President, had 


| several dialog sequences and other 
| sound effects added. 

| Since its showing at the Franco- 
| Aubert’s Cameo, on the Boulevard 
| des Italiens, the picture was sub- 
jected to a change in billing from 
a dialog production to merely: a 
|} soundfilm with songs, not having 
jany dialog in it to speak of and 
creating ill-will because of the 
originally misleading billing. 

The French President had to 
|compromise this year and include 
a native picture in response to the 
protest against the alleged overplus 
of everything American theatrically 
and cinematically. Although for his 
kiddie party to 300 or 400 children, 
a few designated from each ward 
by the public schools, M-G-M’s 
“Spite Marriage” was shown. The 
President’s personal movie party is 
usually only for about a score of 
intimates. 

RCA scooped Western Electric by 
wiring the official residence of the 
presidents of France, this item be- 
ing pinned on a Mr. Richard, who 








jtion of Mark Swida.” 


In Poland. 
By E. J. Kurylo 


Warsaw, Nov. 30. 
There was much excitement in 
‘town when Cinema Splendid ad- 
ivertised Al Jolson in “The Sing- 
‘ing Fool.” The show made a very 
good impression, so much so that 
another cinema, Swiatowid, wired, 
and is showing Laura La Plante 
land Joseph Schildkraut in “Boat of 
| Comedians.” 
| Receptions 
will be wired. 
On account of the talkers the 
cinema industry is at a standstill 
over what to do. It leoks like 
i“chaos.” The Polish pictures, for 
some reason or other, never were 
great; now it looks as if they may 
lose even a local market. 





indicate more houses 


Polish Films 

The first of the Polish films shown 
this season was “One Night Adven- 
ture.” Richard Biske, one of the best 
producers in Poland, had to deal 
with a most ridiculous story, and 
this is the reason why whole pro- 
iduction did not come up to stand- 
lard. 
| Another Polish picture, “The 
| Strong Man,” of Przybyszewski, was 
inot really bad. Grzegorz Chmara 
jand Artur Socha gave a very good 
creation. The producer and opera- 
itor tried hard to show some novel- 
ties but they were handicapped, like 
other producers, by too many 
obstacles, 

The third picture, shown in War- 
|saw, was “A Sinful Love,” taken 
‘from the book of Strug’s “Genera- 
There is no 
doubt that the real 





was formerly chief electrician at 
the Gaumont-Palace when that was 
a Metro house before M-G-M turned | 
its theatres over to Franco-Aubert. 

Richard is now an_ independent | 
electrical contractor, doing work for | 
Photophone ,on its’ installations, 

although not otherwise on the pay- 

roll. 
| 





Spain 


Madrid, Dec. 10. 

Western Electric has opened of- 
fices here and in Barcelona. 

Up to date there are 14 installa- | 
tions in Spain, five in Madrid, five | 
in Barcelona, two in Bilbao, one in | 
Sevilla and one in Gerona. Of | 
these two are Syntox (British). one | 
Pacent, two RCA and nine W. E. | 


Sound pictures have not met with 
the success anticipated. Hearing 
English and reading Spanish tiltes 
is a little too complicated. 





“Wild Orchids,” synchronized, 
knocked them dead here. They go 
for Garbo over here. 


“Noah’s Ark,” still being shown 
at the Callao. Biblical themes are 
what they like in this sector. 


They have just completed pro- 
duction of a Spanish talker titled: 
“El Misteric de Puerta Del 'Sol.” 
Cast acted free, the company hav- 
ing no idea of spending money. 


Another Spanish production was 
finished recently in Paris. Film will 
have some dialog passages and be 
synchronized, Title: “La Bodega.” 





“White Shadows” opened at the 
Palacio del Musica and was en- 
thusiastically received. Picture 
seems to be in for quite a stay. 
Theme song ‘Flower of Love’ has 
made a hit. - 


Mrs. Jesse Lasky and son just 
passed through here on their way 
to Paris. 

M. Messerri, director of Para- 
mount, is here. He has been 
awarded a prize for being the first 
to project a sound picture in Spain, 
“Innocence in Paris.” 


Pictures and the legit theatre are 
the big thing here because carbarets 
are taboo for nice women. To be 
seen entering one leaves the ladies 
with a doubtful rep. 


On the Gran Via the other day 
an Indian on horseback. Crowd 
yelled “por fin un Americano” (“at 
last a real American”). Just an- 
other publicity stunt for a western 


Raquel Meller 
Fox short. You 
she went over. 


Americans Abroad 


Paris, Dec. 15. 
Sheriey Kellogg, George H. Doran, 
R. J. Cuddihy, R. Corse, Olga Bacla- 


appeared in a 
can imagine how 





jthat one 


operator Gniazdowski, who has 
shown some’ nice moments. Of | 
course, producers are improving 


over here—but too slowly. 
The fourth picture shown not long 


|ago was rather good, but offered no 


opportunity to rave over it as an 
example of Polish art, although one 
of the papers predicts that this pic- 
ture is going to be shown abroad. 
“From Day to Day,” from the story 
of Ferdinand Goetel, is altogether a 
better picture. Of course, from 
time to time, some of the Polish 
films are shown outside of Poland, 
but usually in Polish colonies, 
for instance, in U. S. A. It is true 
picture was shown in 
Berlin, and that was “The Police 
Master Tagiejeff’ in the cinema 
Marmor House, But the most 
ridiculous thing appeared in the 
press not long ago that “Before the 
Spring,” the Polish film of Zeromski, 
is going to be shown in one of the 
best theatres in Rome, and that a 
special delegation went to Italy to 
ask Mussolini to witness the play, 
and that he even promised to do so. 
This appears an unreasonable thing 
to do, for the picture, although 
good, still is not quite first class. 

Still another Polish picture, “Un- 
der the Love’s Banner,” looks only 
“wishy-washy.” Why the picture 
producers cannot find the right type 
for their work is a mystery. 

Productions Scheduled 

And now about the pictures that 
are soon to be finished and pro- 
duced: “Halka,” from the story of 
the opera by Moniuszko, produced 
by Constanty Meglicki. “Mascotte, 
or Woman Who Has Stolen the 
Love,” which is produced by Alex- 
ander Ford. “Woman Who De- 
sires a Sin,” soon will be produced, 
The producer is Mr. Bieganski. 
“Magdalena,” picture of Meglicki, 
and then “Track of Infamy.” 

“The Life’s Allurement” is. going 
to be filmed again under the direc- 
tion of J. Gardan and under the 
literary supervision of T. Konczyc. 
It is intended to film “Big Game,” 
of Miciej Wierzbinski, and “Cult of 
the Body.” It was announced that 
the next company, Polish-Austrian, 
is starting a sound film entitled 
“Merry-Go-Around.” This picture 
is going to be filmed abroad. 

Enhafilm is going to start to work 
on “The Legend of the Tatras,” of 
Kazimiers Przerwa-Tetmajer. 


Musicians 

There has been a joint conference 
of the government officials and the 
representatives of Musical Federa- 
tion. They were discussing what to 
do in the case of so many orchestras 
losing their jobs on accuunt of the 
talkers, 

People were complaining in the 
press that the orchestras over here 
are not using any Polish music in 
accompanying the films. 


Municipal Cinema Theatre is go- 
ing to stay again in Teatr Bogus- 
lawski, though there was some idea 
of putting in a light comedy from 
Teatr Letni. 


Because Poland -is unknown 
abroad, and has some nice scenery 
in her old towns, lakes, mountains, 
|ete., a few film companies have com- 
bined to do a large propaganda film. 
This picture is going to be shown 
here in Poland and loaned to some 
geographical societies here and 
abroad. 


Hot Titles 








nova, Nicholas Soussain,” Roy W. 
Howard, Dr. and Mrs. Watterson 
Rotchacker and daughter, 
| Shore, Constance Bennett, 


‘Fox and Beatrice Curtis. 


Cah] 


Very often one sees in the Polish 


Viola | press jokes at the expense of exhib- 
Harry — 


who bestow most exciting 
(Continued on page 58) 


hero was the} 


U Can’t See Returns for 


Universal, pioneer in attempting 
to solve the American dialog- 
abroad situation has given it up 
as a bad job. 

From 40 to 50 dialects, plus the 
languages themselves, make the 
only plausible move and last stand 
one to eliminate dialog and feed 
the foreign wired b. o.’s_ straight 
picture fare with music accompani- 
ment and noise a la non-sync. 








Grosses from the Latin countries 


ifor U have hardly been enough to 
j}turn out a good American short. 
If it were just one kind of lingo 


for a people it would be worth the 
effort. But U, experimenting 


Mexicans in Tia Juana have 
use for Castillian fluency than bona 
fide Southerners have for the aver- 
age Yank drawl. 

And let any native producer try 
to take advantage of America’s dia- 
log defeat in such countries. U for- 
eign experts believe that it would 
cost just as much to make a fea- 
ture in said Latin country as it 
would in Hollywood. Furthermore, 
an all-Spanish cast with Spanish in 





the original recording would ‘fare 
just as poorly outside Spain as 
American re-made recording so far 


has done. 


Budapest 


Budapest, Dec. 5. 
Theatres here usually straggle 
along through the winter and either 
| make good or give up by May. This 
| year proved more disastrous than 
usual. 
One producing company, Magyar 


tirely new administration and ar- 
tistic management, though with the 
|; old company of actors. Another, 
Fovarosi Operett Szinhaz, failed to 
meet liabilities and was handed over 
to a new producer, Kabos, principal 
character actor of the former com- 
pany, who now present straight 
plays instead of the former mu- 
sicals. 

All theatres are working at high 
pressure, getting out new plays as 
fast as they can, and are fighting 
hard for success. 

Kabos seems to have made a hit 
with his first play, a local tragi- 
comedy, “Erzsebetvaros.” Title sig- 
nifies the name of one of the dis- 
tricts of Budapest, like the Bronx. 
Kabos plays a small storekeeper, 
who represents the old generation 
of business men. 

At the National, Zsigmond Moricz 
has really scored with the dramati- 
zation of his juvenile story, “Be 
Good Yet Unto Death.” This is an- 
other tale of the ’80’s and of a little 
boy of 14 whose idealism and good 
intentions are defied, first. by the 
naughtiness of his schoolmates, then 
by the wickedness of the adults to 
whom he’ turns for consolation. The 
boy is superbly acted by Miss Vas- 
zary. Production and cast excellent. 

“Gyar” (“The Factory”), by Endre 
Farkas, was one of the greatest 


garian stage. A confused and sense- 
less sequence of short scenes in- 
+} tended to.give a futuristic-modern- 
istic impression of life in the slums. 
Built around the passion of a little 
girl for her mother’s lover and her 
ensuing disappointment. Reminis- 
censes of “Street Scene” and “‘Pe- 
ripherie”’ serve to bring out the 
play's failings. Three performances 
at the Belvarosi theatre, and finis. 

“The First Mrs. Fraser,” at the 
Vigszinhaz, although well cast, with 
Miss Varsanyi in he lead, was con- 
sidered by the press to be pleasant 
but unimportant, 

“Melo,” by Bernstein, at the same 
theatre, unanimously voted unpleas- 
ant and unsatisfactory. 

“Bitter Sweet,” at the Kiraly 
dress rehearsal this morning seems 
bound for success, chiefly owing to 
the excellent numbers in the cafe 
scene in the second act. Rest of the 
action seemed rather slow and the 
continental touch in music and sen- 
timent rang a trifle false. But the 
play indicates a long run. 

“Piroska and the Wolves,” an- 
other hopeless failure. An odd and 
filthy war play by a young and 
gifted author, Sandor Farago, who 
promises much but has never yet 
made good, Piroska, another of the 
street women for whom the Hun- 
garian stage has such a current 
preference, is ill treated by a man, 
and curses all males in consequence. 
It happens that the war breaks out, 
and Piroska, foolish and _ slightly 
crazy, gets the notion that this is in 
consequence of her curse. She tries 
to redeem herself by making up 
personally to all the men at the 
front for all they have suffered. 
Censor put a stop to it, but not 
before the public, who failed to 
attend. 





Revivals Click 
Vienna, Dec. 14. 
Revival of the Emmerich Kal- 
mann operetta season is going big 
here at the Johann Strauss theatre. 
“Bayadere” is a special favorite 
with Annie Ahlers, young German 
songstress, particularly liked. 





Foreign Tongue Shorts 
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LONDON DISTRIB BODY. 
DIVIDED BY WRANCLE 


London, Dec. 24, 

Following resignations from the 
Distributors’ Society of British Gay. 
mont and Ideal and W. & F. com: 
panies, owing to the objections og 
Charles Woolf to actions of Sir Gor. 
don Craig, vice-president of the so. 
ciety, Sir Gordon now has resigneg 
to save the situation. 

Woolf protested that Craig wag 
making public addresses in his ca. 
pacity of vice-president of the so. 
ciety attacking the big circuits ang 
boosting an exhibitor co-operative 





in |scheme in which Craig is interested, 
South America, has found that the |together with J. D. Williams. 


Sequel is Sir Gordon’s resignation 
which he explains is to prevent the 
irreparable break of the big circuitg 
society. 


TRAVELOG FICTION TALKER 
Paris, Dec. 24. 

First travelog fiction talker, take 

ing five montks for production in 

the Orient, will be Henri Fescourt’s 

“Partir” (“go away”) adapted from 


Roland Dorgeles’s novel. 
Jane Helbling, local fav, ll be 
| starred. 





By EDWARD ASS\VAD 
Cairo, Dec. 4, 
Opening of the Alexandria Sta- 
dium by King Fuad I was quite an 


event. Stadium consists of nine 
buildings, with seating accommoda.- 
tions for 25,000. Most striking of 


the eight tribunes is the royai stand, 


There are tribunes for the iirst and 
second class on each side of the 
main entrance, seating 3,500. Third 
class tribune seats 4,000 and the 


fourth class 3,500. Athletes’ stand, 
seating 3,000, is provided with dress- 
ing rooms, etc. 


First performance by the Comedie 
Francaise was given at the Royal 
Opera House Dec. 2. Play was 
“Primrose,” by Robert De Fleers and 
C. A. de Cavaillet. Not a vacant 
seat and the audience was the most 
enthusiastic Cairo has seen for a 
long time. 

It is the first time in their history 
that the artistes of the. Comedie 
Francaise have performed out of 
Europe. Principal parts were played 
by Mme. Marcelle Romee, Leon 
Bernard, Dessonnes and Mile. Emi- 
lienne Dux. 


“Dall'ago al Millione”’ was pere 
formed by the Italian Operatta Co, 
at the Kursaal, Among the cast 
were Mmes. Elodia Maresca, Minia 
Lise, Doretta de Pra and Nino El- 
ler, Alfredo Orsini, Pierro Zachetti, 
Dino Lugara, and Mario Panchetti 


Due here shortly is the chorus of 
the Bayan Cossacks, composed of 
25 performers. 


Moorish Hall, Shepheard’s Hotel, 
has opened its dancing season. 
Music is provided by the new Lotus 
Band from Europe, 

Management has secured Gajeano 
Giovannini, professiona} dance in- 
structor. 


Among those who appeared on 
the bill last night at the Casino de 
Paris (cabaret) were: Adda Rayan, 
Mile. Eldagy, and the Sisters Ray- 
monne. 


Josy Palace (pictures) is scoring 
with “Lady of Pavements” (UA), in 
sound. Has been held for a second 
week. 

Metropole (pictures) has inuugu- 


rated its sound season with “White 
Shadows” (M-G), 
“Show Boat” (U) is the first 


sound film to be presented by the 
Empire Cinema here. 

Triumph, picture theatre, has 
drawn large houses with “La Chane 
son de Paris” (Par), sound, featur- 
ing Maurice Chevalier. 


Announced by C. A. Dalbagni, pro- 
prietor of the Kursaal theatre, that 
Dec. 13-17 the Spanish Dancers ESs- 
cudero Co. will perform. Artistes 
are Vincente Escudero, Lina Perez, 
Carmita Gracia and Almeria. 


Mr. and Mrs. Martin Johnson were 


here a short while ago en route to 
taking some more anima! pictures. 


American Shows Due 


Paris, Dec. 15. 
Many American shows here oF 
about to open. 
“Good News” (Dufrenne- Varna) 
goes in at the Palace; “Shanghai 


Gesture,” starring and produced by 
Jane Marnac (in associatior with 
her husband, Major Keith Trevor) 
will be at the Apollo; “New Moon’ 
is due soon: and “Hallelujah.” ae 
christened from “Hit the Deck, 
closing Jan. 2, at the Mora‘or, will 
be followed by a revival e-ther of 
“Rose-Marie” or “No, No, Nanette. 
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IN ADMISSIONS 
OF 40%, BAD BIZ 


Sydney, Dec, 24, 

Union Theatres Circuit has just 
fnnounced a cut of 40% in admis- 
gion scales throughout its theatre 
holdings. 

First to take the slash will be 
the Sydney houses, mostly playing 
talking pictures on a run. 

Reduction is due to a depression 
in general business with consequent 
heavy unemployment throughout 
the country, particularly in the in- 
dustrial cities. 


U. S. DISTRIBS TIGHTEN 
INTERCHANGE RULINGS 


Paris, Dec. 24. 
American distributors operating 
in France are formulating a new 
standard uniform contract for talk- 
ers, J. Carlo Bavetta, Fox represen- 


tative, handling the undertaking, 
with a committee appointed to re- 
port whether any of the independent 
sound systems is satisfactory out- 
side of Western Electric and Photo- 
phone. 

The new contract will rest on the 
question whether the system used is 
gatisfactory to the film men as op- 
posed to the exhibitors, and if it is 
not the contract will provide that 
any booking may be canceled, point 
being that the decision would rest 
with the American distributors. 

The only independent which prom- 
ises to prove up is that sponsored 
by Gaumont. Tests have demon- 
strated excellent reproduction in 
this machine. The Gaumont device 
is said to be a baby version of 
the Western Electric equipment and 
it sells at about a quarter of the 
W. E. cost. The price has cost W. 
E. many exhibitor contracts here 
already, the showmen hesitating be- 
tween the 500,000 franc outlay for 
W. E., as against the 150,000 charg- 
ed by Gaumont for his best outfit. 

Apparently Haik’s Radio-Cinema 
means little or it has not been per- 
fected, for Haik himself is install- 
ing the W. E. machine at his re- 
modeled Olympia here, due for 
opening late in January. 


Lauder’s Talker 


Hollywood, Dec. 24. 

Harry Lauder is to make a pic- 
ture here for Welch-Pearson of 
London. Agreement was reached 
with Lauder when here two weeks 
ago at the Philharmonic Audito- 
rium. 
é George Pearson of the English 
company, here to supervise the 
making of “Journey’s End” for Tif- 
fany release, will remain in this 
country during the making of the 
Lauder talker. Lauder appeared 
several years ago in a silent “High- 
towers” made in England, but the 
Picture didn’t do so well over here. 




















London Film Holiday; 
Split Weeks Returning 


London, Dec, 24. 


Owing to Christmas falling in 
‘mid-week most of the distributors 
here are closing their offices from 
Tuesday until Dec. 30, the following 
Monday. 

Only department functioning will 
be the film dispatch room which 
send out the prints for the Monday 
program change. 

Practically all the houses out- 
side the West End are now playing 
features no more than a week, and 
there are signs that they may short- 
ly return to the split week booking 
idea that prevailed with silents be- 
s0re the advent of sound. 

New plan will be on flat rental 
instead of percentage arrangement. 





24-Hr. Goodwill Grind 


Paris, Dec. 24. 
Paramount theatre here is en- 
gaged in an experiment in propa- 
Eating goodwill, 
House will remain open 24 hours 
Christmas day and night. Every 
a will receive a Christmas 


Current picture is “Abie’s Irish 





Royal Fans 





Madrid, Dee. 10. 

Pictures are being screened 
at the Royal Palace almost 
nightly. 

Either the royal family is 
among the greatest picture 
fans of the country, or there 
isn’t anything else to do. 


PAR. BACKING KANE ON 
FRANCO-SPANISH TALK 


Paris, Dec. 24, 
Robert Kane, brought over by one 
of the French producers to make 
native language pictures, now has 
Western Electric recording equip- 
ment en route from the States. He 
contemplates Spanish-French talk- 
ing shorts, using the ERPI device 
and discarding the RCA Photophone 
equipment brought with him. Rea- 
son is his belief the majority of 
foreign houses have the ERPI wir- 
ing and also his conviction that 
Photophone’s interchangeability is 











unsatisfactory. 
Kane came to Paris on the game 
steamer (“Ile de France”) that 


carried Adolph Zukor last month, 
and Paramount’s chief became in- 
terested in Kane’s project to the ex- 
tent of backing him in his experi- 
ments with foreign language dialog. 
Zukor’a purpose is to test foreign 
market possibilities, first with a 
series of shorts and if they suc- 
ceed, with feature length produc- 
tions. 

While Kane is thus engaged his 
brother-in-law, Sidney Kent, is on 
a vacation in Europe to last until 
Jan, 31. For the present Kent is 
going to the South of France, but 
will make a survey of foreign mar- 
ket possibilities. Relationship of 
Kent and Kane comes through the 
two having married sisters, 


JOLSON’S BERLIN PAY 
TOPS CARUSO’S SALARY 


Berlin, Dec. 24. 


Al Jolson has been engaged for 
appearance at the Berlin Scala, key 
house of the proposed Jules Marx 
European circuit, which is to try 
a vaudeville revival. Jolson’s sal- 
ary reported at $2,000 a night. 

This is a record German figure 
for a vaudeville number. It tops the 
amount paid here to Caruso at the 
peak of his career. 

What Marx offers Jolson is a fair 
index of the hold the talking pic- 
ture already has upon the fan pub- 
lic. Jolson’s pictures have been a 
tremendous draw throughout Ger- 
many and all Europe for that mat- 
ter, 


Only Figuring On 10% of 
Product for Foreign Field 


Hollywood, Dec. 24, 


Picture producers who looked up- 
on the making of foreign versions 
as easy, involving only the trans- 
lation of the dialog, have dis- 
covered that there’s more to it than 
that. They see many complica- 
tions ahead and have figured out 
that only about 10% of their prod- 
uct is available for the foreign 
field. 

Paramount, one of the last of the 
major companies to make foreign 
talkers, admits that its 1930 pro- 
gram has very few pictures which 
ean be easily transformed. This 
company is starting off with Span- 
ish speakers and, for its product, 
is looking for Spanish stories and 
plays which may be made as writ- 
ten. For the most part, these 
stories will not be made in Eng- 
lish. Same will be true of its major 
product for France and Germany. 


Int’l Opens Alhambra 


London, Dec. 24. 
British International took pos- 
session of the Alhambra last night 
opening with its own talker, “At- 
lantic.” 
Business 
heavy. 

















good and bookings 





Pro-Patria’s Losses 
London, Dec, 24. 

Pro-Patria, distributing subsid- 
iary of British Instructional, is- 
sued its balance sheet showing a 
loss of $130,000 on first two years 
of operation. 

Company was organized and pro- 


3 TONGUES IN 
CZECH-SLOVAK 
IST TALKER 


Prague, Dec. 24. 


The first Czecho-Slovakian talk- 
ing picture to be produced is based 
on Tolstoy’s “The Devil.” It is re- 
corded in Czech, German and Span- 
ish languages. 

Recording done on RCA Photo- 
phone, Producer is Bela Heller, 
local impresario. 

In the cast are Werner Kraus, 
Magda Sonia and Kocian, last 
named a noted Czech violinist. 


INDIE WIRE FLOPS AID 
WESTERN FOREIGN SALE 


Belgrade, Dec. 24. 


First Western Electric equipment 
in Jugo-Slovakia Jan. 15 at the 
Kolarac theatre here, attraction be- 
ing “The Singing Fool.” 

In a race to be first in the field. 
Local Colosseum rushed equipment 
with the Gaumont system and start- 
ed with “Lady of the Pavements.” 
Experiment was disastrous. Repro- 
duction was terrible and the audi- 
ence booed the picture. 

Now the house is wiring with the 
ERPI system (W. E.). 

A similar condition is revealed in 
several southeast European centers. 














Zagreb, Dec. 24. 
Picture theatres here went into 
hot rivalry using the competing 
Biophone and Gaumont systems. 
Both blew up, and result is calls 
from each house for Western Elec- 
tric (American) installations, 





Sarajevo, Dec. 24. 
Unsuccessful experiments with 
independent talking devices, re- 
ported from Belgrade and other 
points, inspired management of the 
Olympia to reject other devices, and 
contract for the ERPI system. 


Budapest’s Hits and Flops; 
‘Singing Foo? Gets Record 


Budapest, Dec. 5. 

“Singing Fool” is still running 
strong here, and has broken the 
cinema record held by Ufa’s “Hun- 
garian Rhapsody.” . 
First presented here on Klang- 
film was “The Godless Girl,” which 
failed to attract. This was follow- 
ed, at Ufa’s house, by the first 
French sound film. “The Queen’s 
Necklace,” another failure. So was 
British International-Sudfilm’s “Wer 
wird denn weinen,” presented at 
Omnia, the fifth picture house to 
be wired in Budapest. 

“Four Devils,” “Manhattan Cock- 
tail” and “Sorrel and Son” have 
had a fair amount of success in 
different quarters, 











No. Africa Talker Debut 


Paris, Dec. 24. 

Sound films have just crashed 
north Africa for the first time, 
starting at the Rialto, Casablanca, 
Morocco and Royal, Tunis. 

Houses are equipped wih the 
Western Electric apparatus and 
had Fox “Movietone Follies” as the 
opening attraction. Both also have 
contracted for Movietone News for 
a@ year. 





New in Argentine 


Buenos Aires, Dec. 24. 

Carl Sonin, Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 
chief in South- America, arrived 
here with Bernard Gottlieb, new 
manager for the Argentine terri- 
tory. 
This country is spreading on 
sound and is a promising field, but 
for the moment is under a handi- 
cap, owing to the failure of recent 
product with poorly made Spanish 
dialog. 





MARSEILLES’ WIRE 

Paris, Dec. 24. 

Palais de Cristal, music hall at 
Marseilles and closed since summer 
for wiring, opens late this month, 
rechristened the Pathe-Palace, 
Equipment is RCA photophone, 
the first of some 40-odd photophone 
contracts by the Pathe-Natan 








Rose.” 


moted by Alfred Bundy. 





the talker. 


world wide distribution. 


American states. 


the only one; 


tion as may be requested by the 


information sought. 


New York office. 





Information Bureaus for Actors 


And Others in Europe or Over Here 


It has been suggested to Variety by a foreign representative of 
a large American producer-distributor-chain company that this 
paper open its branch offices in Paris and London for the informa- 
tion of the actor and others of the picture industry in Europe and 
over here for such information as may be desired. 

The representative, an American now in New York, states that 
in his travels over Europe, he is constantly importuned for informa- 
tion, mostly by native actors who want to know the ins and outs 
of the American picture producing business; 
here and what the procedure should be. 


he states, in the inlands of almost any foreign European country, 
and mostly to be found in the permanent stock (legit) groups. 
Another point made by the traveler from his observations is that 
the European nations must each and all go into native talker pro- 
duction. In due course when that occurs, if not already, the native 
producer will want if possible a countryman or woman now in the 
Hollywood colony. The distinction of having a native player billed 
as from Hollywood will be of much exploitation value, he says, in 
the home land, almost guaranteeing the native box office return for 


With the Hollywood trained player as a coach as well, 
there is more incentive to attempt to make the native picture for 


Variety as International Medium 


While these are the basic angles, 
He declared that 
Variety to open its offices for information, as he says, Variety is 
recognized abroad as an international show business medium and 
that it is read and re-read in foreign countries, 
frequently through translation, and such a service offered by this 
paper on the Continent would quickly spread throughout Europe. 
Accordingly, Variety’s Paris office, 15 Boulevard Italiens, and its 
London office, 8 St. Martin’s Place, Trafalgar Square, will furnish 
at all times, without charge or fee of any character, such informa- 


business, including America, and can be furnished, either directly 
from either office or by cable or mail, according to the import of the 


In charge of Variety’s Paris office is Abel Green, from Variety's 
Joshua Lowe is in charge of Variety’s London 
office, from New York, and on Variety for nearly 20 years, most 
of that time he has spent in the London office. 
staff is Frank Tilley, considered by the Variety boys in New York 
as the best versed film trade newspaper man in Europe. 


their chances over 
There is unlimited talent, 


there are many others, the 
his suggestion is made for 


people of the international show 


On the London 








LONDON RAZZES SILENTS; 
ENJOYS DIALOG AUDIBLY 


London, Dec. 24. 


“Eye For Eye,” French silent pic- 
ture with Claudia Victrix, was raz- 
zed Sunday at the Regal. 

It’s the second silent picture to 
draw the raspberry salute in a 
West End house during December. 
London is going for talkers in a 
big way and adopting a definitely 
partisan view it never took toward 
silents. 

English audiences enjoy talking 
back to the screen during dialog 
features. 


Too Hot Way South 


Buenos Aires, Dec. 24. 

Philip Smith, who has been doing 
pioneer sales work in this territory 
for Western Electric, left for home 
last week, his business completed 
here. 

Weather has turned hot and is 
unfavorable for the development of 
any new projects, amusement or 
otherwise. Situation will continue 
same way probably until March, 
when the tropical summer will be 
over. 

Group of exhibitors gave Smith 
a banquet on his departure, 














Lolita, Spanish Lead 


Hollywood, Dec. 24. 

Jose Bohr will make his first 
English speaking star picture for 
Sono-Art under the title of “Heart 
Strings.” He will make a Spanish 
version of the same story simul- 
taneously. 

Lolita, a newly discovered Span- 
ish actress, opposite in both. Lolita 
is a sister of Armida and will make 
her screen debut in this picture. 





“Broadway” Run Ends 


Buenos Aires, Dec. 24. 

“Broadway” has been withdrawn 
from the Astral theatre here after 
an unfortunate start. 

Picture was made with added dia- 
log in Spanish and titles, but the 
natives objected to the Spanish ac- 
cent and hooted the picture at its 
premiere. Venture was disastrous 
throughout. 





“Parade” Big Repeat 


Amsterdam, Dec. 24. 
Tuschinski booked in “The Big 
Parade” at his big local house on 
a repeat, although the same pic- 
ture had run a year here. Second 
showing was an enormous success. 
Same circuit tried “Show Boat” 
in the provinces and report it un- 





houses, 


successful, 


IST UFA TALKER 
HIT IN BERLIN 


——$— 


Tobis-Klangfilm System— 
Dialog Only Weak 





. Berlin, Dec. 24. 
“Melody of the Heart,” Ufa’s first 


Ufa Palast. 

Music and sound effects on Tobis- 
Klangfilm are perfect, but the dia- 
log is occasionally weak in volume, 

Picture is regarded as a candi- 
date for an American success, due 
to the fine Hungarian atmosphere 
and the splendid acting of Willi 
Frisch and Dita Parlo. Supervision 
of Erich Pommer gives the picture 
the mark of that film maker’s usual 
class and finish. 

Story is a simple one of a Hun- 
garian soldier and a peasant girl 
who become sweethearts, They are 


‘separated and fate drives the girl 


into a life on the streets. Discover- 
ing her shame, the youth throws 
away his savings intended to pro- 
vide them with a horse when they 
married and goes into business. 

Girl buys a horse for him and 
commits suicide. 


“Splinters,” English War 
Film, Figured Cleanup 


London, Dec. 24, 

“Splinters,” an English equivalent 
to Fox’s “Cock-Eyed World,” open- 
ed last night at the Capitol and is 
a cinch mop-up for over here where 
it is doped to gross $300,000, 

Picture is probably unadapted to 
America as it’s an. all-male revue 
of war stuff, 1916 vintage. 


Austria Quota-Minded 
Vienna, Dec, 24, 


A quota law on films impends in 
Austria. Idea is being promoted 
in the newspapers and by politicians 
on the argument that such a law 
would encourage native. talking 
pictures. 

It provides protection against the 
import of foreign tongue talkers 
generally, but is directed almost 
entirely against American product. 











Tuschinski’s New De Luxe 


Rotterdam, Dec. 24. 
The Colosseum, new de luxe pic- 
ture theatre in the American style 
with capacity of 1,201, has just 
opened with a gala performance, 
Principal shareholder in the en- 





terprise is Tuschinski, who operates 
the biggest circuit in Holland, 


talking picture, is scoring at the’ 
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Speakers See and Hear Themselves 


On Screen at Dinner to W. R. Sheehan 


“For years I have been suggest- 
ing to actors and actresses what to 
do and how to do it in pictures. 
Now here I am for the first time in | 
a picture and I don’t know what to 
ao or s iv : 

W. R. Shee speaking to him- 

at the banquet tendered Mr 
Sheehar 1d ound &0 guests by 
ommissione c Public Works 
oseph Johnson at the Hotel Am- 
issador, New York, Thursday eve- 
it marked another epoch in the 
talker. <All of the speakers were at 
the tables but spoke from eet 
Movietoned screen. Their cnbuctian’ 


silence of 
avenue and 
four days pre- 


had been recorded in the 
the Fox studios at 10th 
bith street three or 
vious to the dinner. 

Others who saw and heard them- 
selves delivered from cans, besides 
the’ guest of honor and the host, 
with Commissioner Johnson also 
doubling es general] introducer, were 
Robert Adamson, Arthur Brisbane, 
John F, Curry, leader of Tammany 
Hall; former Governor Smith. and 
Mayor Jimmy Walker, in that order, 
with Sheehan closing the talker per- 
formance with a bang. 

As Mr. Sheehan finished and had 
nothing further to do but tu take a 
bend, a fuse blew out, and the pic- 
ture abruptly shut off. Operator 


DeDion, in charge of the special 
projection, let it go at that. The 
projection was portable, a single 


wire being strung along the north 
wall from the booth rolled into the 
grill room's entrance. The throw 
was across the prettily decorated 
squared table taking up the entire 
fining room, with a miniature ob- 
etacle golf course laid in its center. 

Some snappy remarks were let 
Joose by Messrs. Johnson, Adamson, 
Brisbane, Walker and Sheehan. 
Though the first exhibition of 
sound dinner speakers, the novelty 
prevailing throughout @did net: dis- 
tract from the talkers’ remarks. 
Several referred to the studio stunt, 
Mr. Brisbane and Mayor Walker in 
particular. 

Exchusive . 

It struck the rather exclusive 
gathering as the possible pioneer of 
a revolution in after-dinner talks. 
Commissioner Johnson referred to 
that by stating the Movietone re- 
moved the ever-present “two hours 
ef sweating until you are called 
upon.” With. the portable equip- 
ment making the Mévietoné address 
available anywhere after fecorded, 
national speakers may be billed for 
50 or less dinners an evening. For 
Will Rogers‘and Capt. Irving O’Hay, 
each eof whom charges for making 
fun when eating, they could cover 
the country in one night and lay off 
for the ‘remainder of thé year. 

The dinner had more of a political 
tinge than of the show business. 
But few show people were present 
while nearly all of the leading 
Democratic political Hghts were in 
the seats. Of the 80 chairs, exclu- 
sive of the six or seven newspaper 
men, but three were vacant, each 
for cause, 

Guests 

Guests were: 


Joseph Johnson, Winfield Sheehan, | 


John J. Curry, Alfred E. Smith, Ar- 
thur. Brisbane, Robert Adamson, 


Grover A. Whalen, George W. Ol- 
vany, Col. Jos. M. Hartfield. Julius 
(Continued on page 32) 





Garbo in Comedy 
Hollywood, Dec. 24. 


M-G, rehietant at first to give a 
talker to Greta Garvo on account 
of her accent, is now svld on her 
work in “Anna Christie.” 

Studio is searching for a sophis- 
ticated society comedy as her next 
talker. It will be her first appear- 
ance in comedy. 





Brook. Co-Starred 


The first Paramount picture to 
give Clive Brook star credits and 
rating will be “Slightly Scarlet,” in 
which he co-stars with Evelyn 
Brent. 





With Par four years, Brook has 
always Been featured. 
Composer-Author 


The first writer who wil) type out 
music along with the origina) story 
as Konrad Bercovici. 

Universal has him under contrac t 





| handling of its products, 








i| 13,589 Stockholders 





In a 
Dec. 6, 


checkup made as of 
Paramount stockholders 
stood the res 
all time of 13,589 
This 


at ‘ord figure for 


compares with 9,976 


iolde for 6, 1929 
and represents an 
36°. 


stockl Sept. 


increase of 











AT&T WANTS NO} 
PART OF SHOW. 
BUSINESS? 





Legally and for the 
| rec ‘ord as a 
| ration before law makers in Wash- 
ing-and 48 states, American Tele- 
phone and Telegraph is considering, 


according to inside reports, the end- 


sake 





identification with the film industry. 

The first step in this direction, 
and one which is officiaNy admitted 
would have come within the next 
five years, but is described as ‘be- 
coming premature by unforeseen 
changes in filmdom, particularly 
their rapidity, is the divorcement 
of its Western Electric talker sub- 
sidiary, Electrical Research Prod- 
ucts. ‘ 

Like it divorced its Graybar hold- 
ings, severing all official relation- 
ship except certain conditions in the 
Western 


| Electric is now reported nearing the 


completion of plans whereby ERPI 
will be as free as Graybar and able 
to use its own discretion in further 
inroading into the picture business. 

The divorcement of ERPI would 
in no way affect Western’s talker 
contracts with producers and dis- 
tributors. The subsidiary would stil} 
distribute and W. E. would still 
manufacture. . That: weukl be part 
of the sale. The only difference, as 
far as insiders can glean, is that 
A T & & could then shake its skirts 
of any intention to control filmdom, 
which reports it now refuses to 
deny or affirm. 

Reports associating A T & T with 
the industry, it is learned, have re- 
acted among its -executives and 
those of Western, with decided dis- 
tate, ,especially since the _ silent 
ERPI head, J. E. Otterson,.was pre- 
cipitated into active film production 
and exhibition through his seat in 
the Fox trusteeship. 

Breaking Away 

With ERPI free, Western and 
A T & T could continue to the nor- 
mal functioning of a great manu- 
factory, uninterested in anything ex- 
cept parts and parts, it is conceded. 

The patent jumble in sound is also 





seen as reflecting itself in a better 
contented ERPI with the A T & T)! 
unveiling. For the first time since 
the get-togethers started over aj} 
year ago reports are seeping out 
|from the. Western-Warner — star 
chamber proceeding. These are that 
a peace pact be reached with a huge 
combo of all obnoxious and proven 
rights. 

Bi-gones with Pacent, regardless 
of who is backing him, and an end 
of the Warner squawk about high 
prices and delays, is presaged as the 
first step toward such a_get- 
together. 

The patent situation, incidentally, 


trics attorneys are serving in dual 
capacities, for plaintiff in one action 
| and for defendant in another. 

In the meantime ERPI, as a West- 
ern interest, is having plenty of its 
own troubles. The financial unit, 
which it established earlier in the 
year, is reported blocking ERPI’s 
first gesture to be philanthropic in 
its attitude toward the remaining 
silent indies, by giving them talk 
without the 25% down payment 
| Which has been heretofore obliga- 
tory. Before it can go through with 
the only-weekly-payment idea it 
must get rid of Exhibitors Reliance 
Corp. or else change the agreement, 
according to informants. 

So far ERPI has been able to try 
out the $99 a week substitute for 
the 25% downer in only a few 
spots, one of these in New England. 





to have the double job underway | Reliance, in which ERPI also holds 


by June. Production will be made 
by John Boles, 


a big interest, 


éconsented to the tryout. 


ae 


of its| 
public utilities corpo- 











nid 


Miss Rogers is opening this week 
in “Top Speed.” The Philadelphia 
“Ledger” said: “A special word) 

Foe be said for the brilliant and | 
| vivacious young lady, Ginger 
| Rogers, whose personality and tal- 
lents are so striking that they set 
| her far above the musical comedy 
| average. 

Direction 


RALPH G. FARNAM 
1560 Broadway 


| GINGER ROGERS 








} week. 





PROTECTION’ SYSTEMS 


ing of its active participation and | 


City departments and fire device 
company. .“protection” 
shaping up for major querying in 
the Pathe fire probe.” Off the rec- 
ord charges and counters have been 


systems are 





has become so complex that elec- | 


is reported to have | 


so numercus during the past week 
|the technical homicide allegations 


jagainst Flinn and Lally, as Pathe 
|executives, have begun to pale over 
a month before their analysis by 
the court. 

Joseph P. Kennedy is scheduled 
to return from the West Coast be- 
fore the commencement of the pros- 
ecution’s evidence Jan. 6. Then 
only the violation of the ordinance, 
in slightly over 200,000 feet of film 
instead of the prescribed 5,000 feet 
alleged by the city to have heen 
stored in the. studio at the time 
of the fire, will be recorded. Only 
prosecution witnesses will be called. 
After their testimony the city will 
rest until Feb. 5, when Pathe will 
combine its defenses in the homi- 
cidal hearing. 

Pathe does not anticipate that 
either side will call Kennedy as he 
is not listed as an officer of the 
company. E. B. Derr, executive 
head, is not slated for return, being 
engaged in the company’s produc- 
tion activities -on the Coast. 


Macon Slaps $500 Tax 
On “Segregated” Films 
Macon, Ga., Dec. 24. 
As a protest against the show, 
“The Road to Ruin,” showing at 
the Grand theatre here Thursday, 


| Friday and Saturday of this week, 
| the Macon city council, at the sug- 
gestion of Mayor G. Glenn Toole, 
sitting in executive sesSion adopted 
a@ measure calling for a. license. of 
$500 on “moving pictures or other 
entertainments for men or women 
only, or from which children are 
excluded,’ 

Although the action was directed 
against the film now showing, the 
new leyy does not. go into effect 








show. The license was- placed at 
what the council believed would be 
|a prohibitive. figure in order to pre- 
vent further showihgs of this char- 
acter in the city, 





Hays’ Coast Visit 
Hollywood, Dec. 24. 


Will Hays is due here Dec. 31 
for his semi-annual look-around 
If he has any definite matter to 
go into, Fred Beetson’s office has 
not tipped off. 

Hays will be accompanied by 
Maurice McKenzie, of the MPP&DA, 
who gets back to New York from 
a winter vacation in Florida just 


fornia. 





Richman’s 2d U. A. 


until Jan. 1 and cannot stop the| 


in time to make the jump to Cali- | 


Mob Extra Casting for Talkers: : 
Back to Old Foreign Tongue Day 











Warners’ Merry Xmas 





In last week’s envelope War- 
ners included two weeks’ extra 
'| pay for all executives and em- 
ployees with the firm a year 
and over. 

Those with six 
the record got a 





months on 
single extra 











AFL SEEKING T0 


LINE UP COAST 
WHITE COLLARS 


Hollywood, Dec, 24. 


- i. | 
American Federation of Labor Is | 
organizers | 


| situation from Russians. 


on the ground with 
seeking to line up white collar em- 


| ployes of studios. 


IN PATHE FIRE INQUIRY | 


|'employes not to jam present har- 


Studios have met the 
propaganda by an appeal to their 


monious relations, that their work 
is of a confidential character, that 
Wwages are paid them during illness, 
that vacations with pay are the 
custom. and that union conditions 
would limit advancement possibili- 
ties to the maximum wage scale. 

So far- organizers haven’t done 
much. 


Qakie Wants New Terms; 
Now ‘Farmed’ Out at $300 


Hollywood, Dec. 24. 


Claiming that his contract with 
Wesley Ruggles is inequitable, Jack 
Oakie is asking for a new contract. 

Under his present. agreement 
Oakie is farmed out by Ruggles to 
Paramount. Scale started at $400 
and goes to $1,500 weekly at the 
end of the agreement’s. fifth year. 
Actor believes this should be abro- 
gated with a new. contract calling 
for $1.500 for the next year and 
graduating to $3,000 at the finish. 

Basis of Oakie’s claim is that he 
has been farmed to one of the ma- 
jor independent studios, where he 
has been billed as a star with the 
firm willing to give him a term con- 
tract starting at $2,500. 

Oakie contends that .he is_ now 
being featured in Paramount pic- 
tures at $300 a week. 











Subbing Minus Pay 


Hollywood, Dec. 24. 

Eddie Cline jumped in and direct- 
ed the unfinished sequences of 
“Playing the Market,” for Bdward 
Small, following the sudden death 
of Ted Wilde, who was handling 
the picture. 

Cline took no reimbursement for 
the work, as he wanted: Mrs. Wilde 
to get the full amount. 





Denny-Griffith Jam 


Hollywood, Dec. 24. 

Major differences between Regi- 
nald Denny, star, and E. H. Griffith; 
director, has resulted in the post- 
,ponement of production on “Dark 
' Chapter” by Sono-Art. 

While the story, original by E. J. 
Roth, is being re-vamped to suit 
Denny, he will take a holiday on 
the Metro lot, appearang in a fea- 
ture role in “Madame Satan,” which 
C. B. DeMille will direct starting 
Jan, 27. 

Griffith meanwhile may direct 
“Three a Day” for Columbia. 





HELD FOR JEWELS 


San Francisco, Dec. 24, 
Valentine Whittington, picture 
actor from Los Angeles, was nabbed 
by police last week and held for 
questioning in connection with the 
disappearance of jewels valued at 
$2,000 belonging to Mrs. Alice 





Option on a second musical-talk- 
er starring Harry Richman, who 
j}has completed his first, “Puttin’ on 
the Ritz,” is being taken up by 
United Artists, 





Zwillinger, wife of a local automo- 
| bile man. 

Jewels, police say, were missed 
jafter Whittington had gone for an 
j}auto ride with Mrs. Zwillinger and 
'G. H. Howard, Los Angeles dentist, 


union | 


Hollywood Dec. 24. 
Talker requirements that extras 


locale in which they appear has set 
the mob-casting back to the meth. 
ods of 15 years ago. 

Before the central casting bureau 
lists were built up extras were fre. 
quently recruited by classified ads 
setting the gathering place at some 
corner just out of the business sec. 
tion downtown. The assistant di- 
| rector would pick out his mob, load 


to the studio. 

The current language require. 
ments compel a représentative of 
the casting bureau to go into one 
of the foreign colonies and with 
the help of one or two who speak 
the lingo line up the talker mob. 

Dave Allen of the casting bureau 





speak the foreign language of the 





them in trucks and take them direct 


figured that the first calls for for-~ 
eign speaking mobs would be the 
hardest. Once lined up they could 
be called again whenever the same 


language was wanted. 

In practice it looks as thongh the 
first thousand mobs will be the 
| hardest. Allen learned about the 


Three hundred Russ were re- 
cruited in East Los Angeles for one 
talker and the contacts were duly 
noted in vsasting bureau records 

Russicns 

A few weeks later another Rus- 
sian set had to be peopled, but the 
available talent. had seemingly 
dwindled down to 150. Allen asked, 
“How come?” and got this, explana- 
tion: There were 309 Russ who had 
never been inside a studio. One 
hundred and fifty of.tacm had their 
curiosity satisfied by the one exvperi- 
ence and are not further interested. 

A third eall for Russians and the 
grief was terrible. Hardly a one of 
the original bunch was available. 
Somebody had an explanation for 
this also. Most of the Russ work 
in small factories of ‘various kinds. 
They get at best $4 a day, and the 
idea of $7.50 a day hit them strong 
the first couple of times. 

Result was that the small face 
tories closed for lack of workers on 
the first call and crippled by lay- 
offs the second time. Factory bosses 
posted signs saying: “Anybody who 
takes work in the movies is fired.” 

The Russ wéighed that occasional 
$7.50 against that regular $4. 





NAMES OF BWAY 
EXPANDING ART: 


Art Cinema, Joseph M. Schenck’s 


extended its burden as Schenck 
builds up around him practically % 
new organization composed largely 
of Broadway personalities. 

George M. Cohan, Arthur Ham* 
merstein, Al Jolson, Fannie 
and William Anthony McGuire are”™ 


Artists names in the Schenck end, 
while Florenz Zeigfeld, Eddie Can- 


spective capacities, 


CINEMA 


personal producing unit, has greatly’* 


tes 
Brice” 


the best known of the new United!" f 
re 


tor, Louis Bromfield and Irving Ber+”” 
lin are also affliliated in their res 


Art Cinema in past seasons has” 


had five or six productions. 


United Artists total correspondingly’. 
rises with number of pictures to" 
reach closer to 380 than 20, the 
former yearly average. 





4,139 Extras 


Hollywood, Dec. 24. 
Calls for mob sets picking up with 
4,139 placements made last week 
the Central Casting Bureau. , 
Last few days saw the pick-uP, 
with 857 extras working on Friday. 
No outstanding big sets. 








Golfers in Comedy 


Hollywood, Dec. 24. 
Walter Hagen and Leo Diegef, 
pro golfers, have been engaged bY 





Mack Sennett to be featured in ®@ 
; two reel comedy based on the funny 
side of golf. 

Sennett will direct. 


It will Pe 
have 10 or 12 in the coming season. - } 


| 
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Publix Sets 10c Dead-Head Tax 


In Try to Cut Down Giveaways 


Culminating a three-month un- 
der-cover survey in an effort to 
curb the- pass privilege which had 
become unreasonably abusive, Pub- 
lix, on Jan. 1, will inaugurate a new 
policy to stand off the seat fran- 
chisers by placing a 10-cent assess- 
ment on each pass. Only those ex- 
cepted are the press and an ap- 
proved list of Paramount and Pub- 
lix officials. 

Slicing of the free lists in the 
chain’s houses has been going on 
since the survey was undertaken. 
While the pass grabbers were ma- 
teriatiy reduced in numbers, there 
still remains an unsatisfactory con- 
cition. 

Estimated passes issued before 
the ban were reported as high as 
500,000 annually in the 1,200 Pub- 
lix houses. It is the aim o% the 
chain's chieftains to reduce this at 
least 40% with the cuts already 
made and the new pass tax, 


COMMERCIAL 
TALKERS 
UNWANTED 


With some big industrial organi- 
gations reported dissatisfied with 
results in proportion to costs on 
pictures made, the use of the talk- 
ing medium for commercial adver- 
tising and exploitation purposes is 
net expected in the trace ts ap- 
proach any great magnitude. 

Commercial product in dialog and 
sound is finding its place largely 
as a medium for inner-organization, 
uses, where time may be saved and 
efficiency promoted, hospitals and 
medical organizations and schools 
finding the talking picture very val- 
uable. 

Studebaker sunk $175,000 from re- 
ports into a six-reeler with the be- 
lief that this picture could be placed 
in various theatres throughout the 
country, and International Har- 
vester made another feature length 
talker. Both included long talks by 
executives in which the product was 
so plugged that filmites claim they 
could never have been shown in 
theatres due to lack of disguised 
advertising. 

These and other large companits 
were spending the money they did, 
according to inside reports, with 
the thought in mind of the adver- 
tising value that would accrue from 
use of the pictures in theatres, some 
haying believed, it is said, that 
smaller houses just wiring up would 
be glad to take the pictures, if free. 
Another angle was that by virtue 
of the novelty of talkies a year 
or so ago, anyone would listen to 
most anything. - 

A few in the commercial field 
have been able to place some of 
their product in theatrés but only be- 
®ause the advertising features were 
almost indiscernible in these pic- 
tures, most all of which have been 
one and two-reelers. One that got 
more booking than others was a 
short on the New York Stock Ex- 
change made by Visugraphic. 

Lately, none of the commercially- 


Produced pictures has found a way 
into theatres. 


a 


NILS ASTHER’S ACCENT 
BUMPING FILM CAREER 


Hollywood, Dec. 24. 

Because of Nils Asther’s failure 
to smooth out the wrinkles in his 
English, it is possible Metro will not 
exercise its option next week. 

Another factor that may weigh is 
the clause that would lift Asther’s 
salary on renewal to $2,000 weekly. 

Swedish actor was off to a great 
start aS a flapper’s favorite until 
dialog arrived. It has blanketed his 
Sheik career to date. 
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“Love Rouser’”’ 





A house press agent in the 
middle west billed Paramount's 
“Half Way to Heaven” in this 
manner: 

“See Buddy Rogers, the love 
rouser.” 

Apparently a new synonym 
for sheik. 


LYNCHBURG BEATS OUT 











ROANOKE ON 1ST RUNS} 


Lynchburg, Va., Dec. 24. 


People in Roanoke who used to 


| titter at anything about Lynchburg, 


their acute rival, now come regu- 
larly to see their neighbor’s first 
run films, theatre owners in Lynch- 
burg declare. 

Since Publix took a hand in the 
way some of Lynchburg’s leading 
theatres are run, the first runs have 
been stepping on each other's heels 
coming here. Pictures opening in 
New York have opened in Lynch- 
burg on the same day for a week’s 
run, 

Glances at the amusements col- 
umn of Roanoke’s newspapers show 
that films that visited Lynchburg 
one to eight months ago are just 
playing Roanoke’s two largest 
houses. 

It is even said that theatre parties 
make a weekly visit from Roanoke 
to Lynchburg, this on the authority 
of a local theatre manager. Where- 
ever the crowd’s coming from, 
Lynchburg: theatres are packing 
them in nightly. 


TANK TOWN MUST HAVE 
FILM STORY OR ELSE 


Edenton, N. C., Dec. 24. 
Talker or no talker, it’s gotta have 
a story. 
“Hollywood Revue,” 








booked in 


Taylor here for three days on 4&|- 


percentage basis, flopped terrifical- 
ly and was taken off after two days. 
Second day’s take was under $50. 
Checker sent here by M-G-M 
couldn’t believe his eyes. Weather 
okay, no counter attraction and only 
explanation is that the natives 
wanted a plot of some kind. 

“Fox Movietone Follies,” with a 


‘story thread, had been a record- 


breaker. 

Exhib glad Metro sent a checker. 
Says they'd have never believed it, 
otherwise. 


Grandeur at Roxy | 


Almost certain that the first all- 
wide film feature will open cold at 
the Roxy late in February or early 
March, 

Picture is Fox’s “Happy Days,” 
renamed from “New Orleans Frolic,” 
and is on Grandeur (70mm) without 
color. 

It will also be released in stand- 
ard size (35mm). 








U Selling Ft. Lee 


Consolidated Lab is understood 
closing with Universal for the pur- 
chase of its Fort Lee property. 
Price ic mentioned at around $500,- 
000. 

A stipulation says Consolidated 
to handle major part of U's film 
developing. 


Money’s Enough 
Los Angeles, Dec. 24. 

Edwin LeMaire, San Francisco 
composer, is in Los Angeles, $50,000 
in his wallet and has an idea of 
producing an operetta with a po- 
litical bagkground. 

He has approached DeWolf Hop- 
per and George Fawrett to 
cast. 


head | 


FAVORABLE, BUT 


Permanent Financing Likely 
Arranged for This Week 
—No Organization Mat- 
ters Set Meanwhile—Gen- 
eral Theatre Operator Not 
Named So Far 


MISLEADING REPORTS 


Tuesday afternoon signs pointed 
toward a favorable adjustment of 
the seemingly much complicated 
Fox companies’ affairs. This result 
may require time, but that it would 
be accomplished without legal en- 
tanglements and, according to ex- 
pectations, was “Variety’s” informa- 
tion. 

Permanent financing may be ar- 
ranged for before the week is over, 
it was stated. Other current mat- 
ters of importance the Fox trustees 
have been engaged with are likely 
to be disposed of simultaneously. 

Though not mentioned that any 
marked change had arisen in the 
actual condition of Fox, as within 
the week before Tuesday, the trend 
was toward a betterment internally 
in Fox under the trusteed situation, 
lately erected. 

It is understood there is no pres- 
ent intention or disposition by the 
Fox control to dispose of any of 
its holdings, the latter including its 
theatres wherever located and its 
Loew’s stock. No general theatre 
operator has been named for Fox 
theatre direction, nor has there been 
a plan of operation yet arrived at 
by the Fox business heads, Court- 
landt Smith, Jimmy Grainger and 
Winnie Sheehan. 

Unreasonable reports of almost 
every character concerning Fox 
have been wafted about Broadway 
during the past 10 days. These ru- 
mors reached the Coast as quickly. 
From Friday onward the market 
quotations on Fox Films displayed 
much more confidence than the 
street rumors. 

Franklin East? 

A story with some basis seemed 
to be that Harold B. Franklin, the 
Fox Coast theatre director, would 
step into general charge of Fox the- 
atres with headquarters in New 
York. No verification is at hand. 
It is not believed any agreement has 
been reached with Franklin for that 
post, although it is reliably stated 
there have been negotiations be- 
tween the trustees, the business 
operators and Franklin regarding 
the position. Franklin, recently in 
New York, is expected to return 
about Jan. 10. 


Fox, in Person 


A story that William Fox, in per- 
son, has not altogether been in full 
accoérd with his associate trustees, H. 
L. Stuart and J. E. Otterson, ap- 
peared to find more credence among 
the insiders than any of the other 
rumors. This report, and the Fox 
Films stock’s rapid decline in the 
middle of last week, brought aiong 
a receivership rumor. If the latter 
likelihood existed, it will disappear 
with the clearance of the Fox trus- 
teed affairs. Another strong rumor, 
stating that the Fox present direc- 
tory had offered the Loew stock 
holding and the West Coast theatres 
for sale, was started without fact. 
This report dates to before the time 
William Fox trusted his business. 

None of the Fox heads was in a 
position to make any statement, 
“Variety” was told, since there had 
been no radical change in the situa- 
tion up to Tuesday. 


Finances 


One unverified story is that Fox 
trustees have apparently abandoned 
their reported plan of issuing gold 
debenture bonds to a large amount, 
$100,000,000 or more. Instead, the 
story is that financing has been 
proffered to the trustees and this 
may play the big part in the antici- 
pated adjustment. A report in New 
York and Los Angeles Monday was 
to the effect that all of the financing 
required in cash already had been 
jarranged for. Meanwhile, with the 
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“Ace,” dramatic editor of the 
WISHING YOU A MERRY ({ 
CLOSED AT 178....A HAPPY 


INTENDED BUYING A 








“Ace’s” Ticker Tape Xmas Card 


out Christmas cards in ticker tape style, saying: 


Kansas City, Dec. 24, 
Kansas City “Post-Journal,” sent 
‘HRISTMAS AND....AUBURN 


SWELL.. 


GIFT BUT DUE TO CIRCUMSTANCES OVER WHICH I 
HAD NO CONTROL....GENERAL MOTORS 12....f CAN 
BUT WISH YOU THE BEST OF EVERYTHING AND YOU 
CAN TAKE STOCK IN THAT....ACE. 


NEW YEAR....HAD REALLY 
. CITIES SERVICE 27.... 








Detroit's Exclusive 








EUGENE O’NEIL SCRIPT 


Lillian Gish goes to Europe in the 
spring to visit Eugene O'Neil in 
Paris. It is with a view to O'Neil 
making talking picture adaptations 
of one or more of his plays for 





Miss Gish to star in for United 
Artists. 
O'Neil, indifferent to the silent 


screen, is known to regard the con- 
versational cinema with interest. 
A special film version of “Strange 
Interlude” was well advanced at the 
time the plagiarism suit against 
this work was filed. It auto- 
matically made its film production 


unfeasible until the litigation is 
cleared, 
Miss Gish’s “in” with O'Neil is 


credited to the influence of George 
Jean Nathan, who seconded O’ Neil 
in the days before his prosperity. 





Laemmle’s ‘Unscrambling’ 


With Reported Deal Chilled 


Simultaneous with the issuance of 
a statement crediting Carl Laemmle 
with predicting an “unscrambling 
of mergers” and less attention to 
stock tickers during 1930, Universal 
last week made an offer to the 
Schlessinger interests, according to 
executives in the latter corporation. 

The Schlessinger spokesmen aver 
their company was interested only 
in controlling Universal and that if 
this were agreeable, Schlessinger 
would meet all of Universal’s com- 
mitments and obligations. 

The offer, Schlessingerites of au- 
thority claim, was rejected by U. 

In his statement to be released 
tomorrow (Thursday) Mr. Laemmle 
is credited in part with saying: 

“I believe the whole industry will 
advance all along the line. There 
will be no slipping back, but un- 
questionably there will be some 
radical changes. I won’t be sur- 
prised if there is considerable un- 
scrambling of mergers. Entirely too 
much attention has been given to 
stock tickers and merger manipula- 
tions instead of the making of first 
class pictures and the proper con- 
duct of picture business as picture 
business.” 

Laemmle also observes Univer- 
sal as “the only independent” and 
that it expects to “remain independ- 
ent.” The wisdom of this policy, 
the U head believes, was empha- 
sized long ago. 

“We enter 1930 in the best posi- 
tion in our history,” the statement 
reads. 


Class Grind—$1.50 Top 


New Plaza, New York, erected by 
Leo Brecher on the site of the old 
house of that name on 58th street, 
\.ill open around Jan. 15 with a 
“class” grind policy at $1 and $1.50 
scale. 

Brecher is experimenting with the 
top prices, figuring the house, 600- 
seat * can get the play fror. the 
ultra and exclusive mob around 
Madison and Park avenues, 








thousand or more rumors, Fox men 
said the morale oi the organization 
was being undermined. Fox heads 
state there is no cause for alarm by 
any of the Fox staffs. 





Small $1 


Top House in Particular Suburb 
LILLIAN GISH MAY GET | 


Mike Cavanaugh, manager of the 
Detroit, local United Artists, is re- 
signing to become manager of the 
Punch and Judy, semi-private pic- 


ture house in the fashionable 
Grosse Point Colony outside Detroit. 

This theatre will have neither 
marquee, posters, lobby displays, 
electric signs or other theatrical ac- 
coutrements, Nor will it carry 
newspaper advertisements, Mem- 
bers of the high hat colony will be 
notified by cards mailed weekly of 
the attractions. 


It was necessary to rescind a for- 
mer town ordinance to build the 
theatre. Grosse Point is the creme 
de la creme of the Motor City, and 
very fussy about its neighbors, 
shutting the door in the face of the 
so-called “gasoline rich” and only 
permitting changes or innovations 
by vote of the community. . 

A shingle modestly appended to 
the front of the theatre building is 
the only outward identification that 
it is a theatre. All seats sell at $1, 
and are over-stuffed divans with 
smoking privileges at the two eve- 
ning shows. 

Being outside Detroit, house is 
eligible for first runs at any time, 
and is not primarily concerned with 
profit. If breaking even, satisfied. 

There are 600 seats. 


COURTROOM TO 
BE WIRED FOR 
PATENT CASE 


The first wired courtroom will be 
in Wilmington, Del., in February 
when what is claimed by DeForest 
to be the first successful sound-on- 
film production will provide a judge 
with the initial experience of being 
a film fan on a judicial bench. 

The picture, which the Schles- 
singers are reviving from the De- 
Forest archives, was shown in the 
Rivoli, New York, in 1923. 

The February suit is looked upon 
as the first definite clash in the long 
pending talker patent battle in 
America. 

DeForest is not only armed with 
his film but has a couple of books 
filled with data on patents. The in- 
ventor’s initial suit against Fox- 
Case has been on the federal cal- 
endar, New York, for the past two 
years. For quick action and the es- 
tablishment of a precedent, one way 
or the other, DeForest filed the suit 
in Delaware against Western via. 
Stanley installation route. 


PLAYERS BY PICTURES 
RATHER THAN BY YEAR 


Hollywood, Dec, 24. 

Warner Brothers has exercised its 
option on Lila Lee, Marion Nixon 
and Vivienne Segal. It calls for 
each to appear in a minimum of six 
pictures during 1930. 

This studio, like many of the lead- 
ing independent producers, is fol- 

















lowing the policy of engaging play- 
ers for a stipulated number of pic- 
and not carrying them on a 
salary throughout the year, 
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tures 


‘weekly 
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Warners Will Neither Merge 
Nor Build Extensively During 


New Year—And No Newsreel 


That Warners have completed the 


bulk of their expansion and are 
determined neither to absorb nor 
merge with any competing company | 
during 1930, is stated by an au-| 
thority. 


From now on it will be for the 
brothers but an extension of the 
various subsidiaries which they 
consider provide all of the neces- 
sary channels for a successful en- 
tity in the industry. 

National theatre expansion will 
be watched with especial care. 
While the brothers last fall were 
planning to invest over $25,000,000 
in box offices, it is stated the actual 
budget just agreed upon does not 
exceed $8,000,000. The latter figure 
is for eight houses. 

So wary are the Warners deter- 


mined to be in their moves 
the brothers have postponed any 
further building until late next 


spring. This decision was reached 
only during the past few days, or- 
ders previously having gone through 
for the erection of theatres in New- 
ark,. Youngstown, Milwaukee and 
California. The only new theatre 
upon which construction will be 
finished in time for a March open- 
ing is the Hollywood in New York. 


Spoil Lab Rumor 

That the brothers are in the Con- 
solidated deal to acquire Univer- 
sal’s Fort Lee laboratory property 
and that Consolidated, itself, is be- 
ing gradually absorbed into the 
Warner equipment interests, called 
Continental, is authoritatively spik- 
ed. At the same time it is admitted 
that Setay, investment corporation 
in which Yates, president of Con- 
solidated, is the head and Harry 
Warner is a director, holds a large 
block of the lab company’s stock. 
Other thari this relation, in which, 
Warnerites point out, many in other 
film companies hold interests in 
Setay, there is claimed nothing be- 
tween the Warners, as a corpora- 
tion, and Consolidated. In regard 
to Warners-First Nationa], it is also 
pointed out that the printing job is 
done in the brothers’ Brooklyn lab 
and that only the overflow is now 
handled by Consolidated. 

Economic conditions in the in- 
dustry are also held responsible for 
the Warners staying out of the 
newsreel field. Offers to get big 
pieces in three different reels at 
yarious times during the past few 
months have been rejected by the 
brothers, it is declared, because of 
their belief that the field is already 
over-newsreeled, 





Locations on Coast 
Hollywood, Dec. 24. 

Fourteen locations in which 
Warner Brothers will either build or 
buy theatres were spotted by Mau- 
rice A. Silver in his first week’s 
activity as general manager of WB 
Pacific Coast threatres. Silver has 
established offices- in the Warner 
building, Hollywood. 

Max Shagrin, manager of the Los 
Angeles and Hollywood Warner 
houses, becomes district manager. 
Lew J. Halper, First National exec, 
is handling the real estate depart- 
ment of the expansion program, 

WB PC theatres will be incor- 
porated as a subsidiary of Warner 
Brothers Pictures, 

WB PC takes over the Forum, 
Los Angeles, Jan. 26, and will close 
the house for renovation. The 
house will reopen with a first run 
pop policy, playing matinees and 
two evening shows. 

Forum will be the fifth WB Coast 
theatre, others being the Warner 
Brothers Hollywood, the Warner 
Brothers Fresno, the Warner Broth- 
ers Downtown (Los Angeles), and 
the Warner Brothers Whittier (for- 
merly McNees). 





Nancy Carroll’s “Honey” 

Having titled one of its recent 
releases “Sweetie,” Paramount is 
changing “Come Out of the Kit- 
chen,” Nancy Carroll's next star- 
ring talker to “Honey.” 

Miss Carroll was the star, also, 
of “Sweetie.” 





June Clyde Opposite 
Hollywood, Dec. 24. 

June Clyde, now in New York on 
a vacation, has been selected by 
Radio to play the romantic femme 
lead in “Radio Revels,” with Hugh 
Trevor opposite 

Paul Sloane will direet. 





that | 
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A Slump Reason 
Oakland, Dec. 24. 

One possible reason for the 
falling off in show trade here 
was revealed by a merchant 
chief,. boasting of the manner 
in which he kept his crew at 
work. 

“TI called them together in 
October,” he explained, “and 
said that tke firm was good to 
them in the matter of vaca- 
tions, holidays, and the like, 
and that in reciprocation we 
wanted them to keep on the job 
by preserving their health. 

“They promised to stay away 





from crowds until after the 
holiday rush, cut down their 
| theatre going from thrice to 
| once a week and, if possible, 
to remain away altogether. 


Despite the illness going the 
rounds, we haven’t had a single 
case. Everybody has been on 
the job every minute.” 





Che HOMESTEAD: 


RESTING 


When the wintry blanket : 
snowy down and the mosslike quilt 
of summer cover the hillsides of Hot 
Springs, Virginia’s most attractive 
resort, THE HOMESTEAD is the 
gathering place of notables from 
everywhere. 
| The daily concerts and dance mu- 
sic are played by a MEYER DAVIS 
|ORCHESTRA—its third season. 
| 

















Warners’ Gift to Church 


Warner Bros. has donated a com- 














ARGUMENTS HEARD IN 
A. T. & T-STANLEY SUITS 


Wilmington, Del., Dec, 24. 

Arguments in the talker suit 
brought against Stanley Company 
by the Westinghouse Electric Com- 
pany, Electrical “Research Products 
Company and the American Tele- 
phone and Telegraph Company for 
violation of eight patent rights in- 
volving apparatus for recording 





sound and producing tone, were 
heard in federal court here. 
Judge Hugh M. Morris, sitting, 


reserved decision after hearing plea 
of barristers for the plaintiffs 
against Stanley on certain parts of 
the answer by the defendant to the 
original bill of complaint filed in 
May, this year. 

In answer Stanley said it was un- 
able to obtain promptly the neces- 
sary equipment that had been con- 
tracted for to be used in company’s 
theatres and later, upon investiga- 
tion, it had secured equipment from 
competing firms. 

The Telephone and Telegraph 
Company holds it is owner of the 
patents involving the machinery 
used and the Electrical Research 
Company contends that it has the 
sole right to develop the equipment. 
A second argument heard was on 
another bill brought by the defend- 
ant to dism‘ss the bill of complaint. 
This bill was filed by the Vitaphone 
Corporation and Warner Brothers, 
as subsidiaries of Stanley. 





MAE DOUBLES BID 


And Then U Studio Cools Down 
Over “Diamond Lil” 








Hollywood, Dec. 24, 

Universal has offered Mae West 
$75,000 for picture rights to “Dia- 
mond Lil,” the price to include her- 
self in the talker. 

Miss West countered with a prop- 
osition to close the transaction, only 
moving her price up to $150,000. 

Studio not excited about the mat- 
ter now. 





“Vagabond’s” Retakes 


Hollywood, Dec. 24. 

Ernst Lubistch is directing some 
additional scenes, mostly battle 
stuff, for “Vagabond King,” made 
originally for Paramount by Lud- 
wig Berger, who is now in Europe. 

About 100 persons to play bits 
and small parts. A week's time is 
required for the retake. 





GILBERT’S “FAREWELL” 
Hollywood, Dec. 24. 
John Gilbert will be starred by 
M-G-M in “A Farewell to Arms.” 
Ernest Hemingway’s novel is 
being adapted for the screen and 
dialoged by Laurence Stallings. 





Fejos Must Rest 
Hollywood, Dec. 24, 
Dr. Paul Fejos, due to injuries 
in a fal] at Universal a few months 
ago, must go away for an eight 
weeks’ rest. 
Universal has granted him leave. 





plete Pacent equipment, including 
installation, to the Broadway Tem- 
ple, the Methodist Church at 173d 
street and Broadway. 

It nestles in the middle of a large 
apartment building and involves an 





investment of $6,000,000. 


Picture Club Election 


Motion Picture Club, New York, 
Monday elected to the board of di- 
rectors Al Lichtman, Harry Reich- 
enbach, Lee Ochs, Moe Mark, Ar- 
thur W. Kelly and Arthur Stebbins. 
All will serve for three years. 











L. A. to N. Y. 


Harry Richman. 

Joan Bennett. 
Thornton Freeland. 
John W. Considine, Jr. 
Mrs. J. G Nugent 





N. Y. to L. A. 


Fanchon, 
Howard E. Reinheimer. 





DIRECTING OWN STORY 
Hollywood, Dec. 24. 

Paramount will make a talking 
version of “Dancing Mothers.” This 
company made the silent version 
more than two years ago. 

With Edmund Goulding, its au- 
thor, on the lot, the studio has as- 
signed him to the picture upon his 
return from Europe. .He will first 
do Nancy Carroll’s “The Devil's 
Sunday.” 





Goulding at Present 
Hollywood, Dec. 24. 

Edmund Goulding went back to 
the Pathe lot in Culver city for one 
day. He talked over the story and 
direction of “Queen Kelly” as an 
operetta, 

The conference did not work out 
as Goulding expected. He is now 
at Paramount preparing an origi- 
nal story, “The Devil’s Sunday,” for 
Nancy Carroll, which he will also 
direct. 





Paper Profits’ Dispute 
Hollywood, Dec. 24. 

Tiffany is preparing to contest 
the right to use the title of “Pa- 
per Profits,” which Paramount 
claims it has already purchased 
from Arthur Train. 

Tiffany’s claim to the title is 
based on the fact that A. P. 
Younger, author of the story, com- 
pleted and registered it as a screen 
play six months ago. 





“Radio Rambles” Title 
Hollywood, Dec. 24. 
Radio will change title of “Radio 
Revels” to “Radio Rambles.” Pic- 
ture will be all star. Directed by 
Paul Sloane, 
Goes into production Jan. 10. 





Wyler Resumes Shorts 
Hollywood, Dec. 24. 
William Wyler, who has directed 
several features at Universal since 
graduation from two-reelers, has 





gone back to shorts. 


Hollywood Chatter 











F, N.’s Midget Troupe 


Hollywood, Dec. 24. 
Staff now shooting “Show 
Girl in Hollywood” for First 
National is considered the 
midget troupe of Hollywood 
because most of its principals 











of | 


do not measure more than five 
feet, three inches. Members 
under this measure are Mer- 
vyn Le Roy, the director; Alice 
White, star; Sol Polito, cam- 
eraman; Earl Sitar, sound 
mixer; Robert Lord, producer, 
and Al Aborn, the assistant 
director. J. P. McEvoy, au- 
thor of the story, is also about 
as broad as he is short and 
that’s around the five foot 
three mark, 


STOCK SELLING LICENSES 
GIVEN THEATRICAL LIST 














Albany, N. Y., Dee. 24. 
Sound and _ silent picture con- 
cerns, legit, drama companies, an 


opera corporation, and ethers of a 
theatrical nature are among those 
now offering stock to the public of 
New York, according to notices 
filed with the Secretary of State, 
under provisions of the- General 
Business Law, designed to protect 


investors in the sale of securities. 

Included in the group licensed 
are: 

American Sound Recording Corp., 
Delaware concern, offices at 342 W. 
44th St., New York. To sell own 
common stock, no par value. 

First Fiscal Corp., 535 5th Ave. 
To handle common stock of U. 8. 
“Movie” Postage Service Corp., a 
Delaware concern with statutory 
offices at 1600 Delaware Ave., Wil- 
mineton, Del., and business offices 
at New York address of dealer. 

Shipp-Lowande Amusement En- 
terprises Corp., New York. Head- 
quarters at 7 W. 14th St., to float 
its own non-voting preferred stock, 
$50 par value, 8 per cent. dividend, 
plus one-half amount of dividends 
to common stock. 

Ramsey Wallace, 509 5th Ave., 
New York. To deal in common 
stock of Trafalgar Amusement Co., 
Delaware company, headquartered 
at offices of dealer. 

Interstate Management Securities 
Co., Inc., 165 Broadway, New York. 
To handle class A stock of Inter- 
state Cine-Car Corp., Delaware con- 
eern of 7 W. 10th St., Wilmington, 
Del. 

Herbert J. Wile, 84 Clinton Ave., 
North Rochester, to deal in pre- 
ferred and common stock of Photo- 
color Corp., Delaware company, 
with offices at 1650 Broadway, New 
York. 

Edwin Earle Smith, 2826 Decatur 
Ave., New York. To sell no par 
value common of Famous Sound 
Studio Corp., Delaware company, 
with offices at same address as that 
of dealer. 

Semler Securities Corp., 347 Mad- 
{son Ave., New York. To handle 
preferred and common of Semler 
Cinema Service, Inec., a Delaware 
company, New York address of 
which is 1600 Broadway. 

Frank F. Wilcke & Co., Inc., 122 
Greenwich St., New York. To float 
commen capital stock, no par value, 
of Phono-Kinema, Inc., Delaware 
corporation. New York offices at 
729 7th Ave. . 

Intercontinent Grand Opera Corp., 
New Jersey concern, with quarters 
at 342 Madison Ave., New York. To 
handle its own 7 per cent. preferred 
$100 par value stock and its com- 
mon stock, no par value, 

Play of the Month Guild, Ine., a 
Delaware corporation with offices at 
236 W. 44th St.. New York. To 
float an issue of its own 6 per cent. 
cumulative participating preferred 
stock of the par value of $20. 

J. A. Durante & Co., Inc., 5 Cedar 
St., New York. To deal in 100,000 
shares of no par value common of 
Phono-Kinema Co, 

W. J. Goldman & Co., Ine., 149 
Broadway. To offer for public sale 
25,000 shares of common stock of 
Exhibition Tent Co. Tent concern 
is a New Jersey corporation with 
headquarters at Campgaw, N. J. 

W. Harrison Cole, 509 5th Ave. 
To act as dealer in sale of common 
stock of United States Photo Prod- 
ucts Corp., Delaware company with 
offices same as those of dealer. 

Fox Theatres Corp., 55th St. and 





10th Ave. To sell its own class A 
common. Fox is a New York com- 
pany. 





Renee Adoree is looking over the 
entries in Mexico City. 
Hugh Trevor is 
weather. 

Herbert Brenon will do Europe 
after the holidays. 

Cee Bee’s schooner, “Seaward,” ig 
high and dry for overhauling. 


Winona Love, singer and dancer, 
to Hawaii to see how they do it. 


under the 


Al Ray, director, back from the 
east looking for a berth, 
Hal Wallis rounds out his first 


year as production chief at F. N. 

Bernice Claire is reminiscing in 
Oakland. 

Olive Borden in the hospital for 
a rest. 

Fred Niblo is a connoisseur of 
etchings. 

Marjorie Rambeau has a Hono- 
lulu hunch. 

Vic McLaglen chesses between 
shots. 

Homer Croy will winter here and 
write a new book. 

Corinne Griffith bicycles from her 
dressing room to the stage. 

Irving Berlin is back in his of- 
fice on the UA lot. 

Fuller Mellish, Jr., returns to New 
York to continue stage work. 

William Sistrom will visit 
mother in England. 

Grant Mitchell back from Kansas 
City. 

Conrad Nagel claims a record of 
27 talkers in 21 months. 

John Garrick’s mother expected 
here ‘from England for the holidays, 

Graham Baker, FN associate pro- 
ducer, lost his tonsils at the Hol- 
lywood Hospital. 

Arnold Belgard is the only male 
script clerk now active in Holly- 
wood. 


his 


William LeBaron decided to 
Christmas here instead of New 
York. 


Bridge kibitzers at the Hollywood 
A. C. must pivot at the end of each 
rubber. 

Charles Bickford, back from a 
whaling trip, leaves to see Mexico 
by auto. 

C. B. DeMille has sold 500 Chi- 
nese pheasants to the state of 
Georgia, 

Gaston Glass fell over a cable, 
wrenched his knee and remained 
horizontal for a few days. 

Francis X. Bushman’s Great Dane 
has been chosen by James Cruze 
for his trade mark. 

Edwin J. Mayer east for the open=- 
ing of his play, “Children of Darke 
ness.” 

Vie Shapiro attributes the present 
shortage of news to the constant 
changing of barbers in Hollywood. 

Doug Fairbanks will plant an- 
other 95 acres of oranges. Makes 
180 total. 

Step Fetchit has been up so often 
for traffic violations that the court 
has opened a charge account for 
his convenience. 2 

Boulevard hardware store offers 
a special Christmas box containing 
a nice, shiny hatchet. Just the 
thing. 

Bob Murphy says that gag men 
are so plentiful out here he is writ- 
ing special material for Jolson’s 
trunk, 

Elizabeth Ross missed a dress re- 
hearsal for “Abraham Lincoln,” due 
to a hospital opening. Oke now, 
but Jessie Arnold has the part. 

Irene Harris, secretary to Paul 
Bern, M-G producer, leaves for 4 
six months’ jaunt on the continent 
in March. 

Universal figured the Carnegie 
Tech team needed a meal, so in- 
vited the mob to the studio. Spread 
for 100. ° 

Pete Smith’s new publicity office 
has a star’s interviewing room and 
a mike from which players broad- 
cast without leaving the studio. 

Lee Phelps is staging a screen 
comeback. Has been engaged for 
a part in “Hollywood Revue of 1930” 
(M-G). Phelps’ last appearance in 
films was with the late Olive 
Thomas in 1916. 

Francis Tappan and Russ Saund- 
ers, star end and back of S. S. C. 
are working on the Warner lot in 
the iocation department. Duffield, 
quarterback on the same team, is 
extraing in FN’s “Bright Lights.” 

Archie Colby passed up a Broad- 
way Christmas to respond to ‘“Au- 
thor” at Long Beach, Cal. His 
“Girl From Childs” is the new 
stock company’s first at the Mission 
there Dec. 29. 

M. B. Van Der Jagt, governor of 
the Dutch East Indies, told Holly- 
wood that the shadow drama has 
been an institution in Java for 
centuries. Java’s native moving 
pictures are shadows of marionettes 
cast on a white wall. 





a ss eh ea Be ate. 1h oh 4 Oe Of a in te Of a 1 A i & oft & te bet 


ee we ee ie 







































































































































-| FILM STOCKS’ BE 


- 


rope 
1” = 


ncer, 
it. 
| the 


first 
N. 
= in 


| for 
r of 
‘ono- 
ween 
and 
) her 
: of- 
New 

his 
nsags 
“d of 


cted 
lays, 
pro- 
Hol- 


male 
olly- 


to 
New 


wood 
each 


n a 
»*xico 


Chi- 
> of 


able, 
ined 


ane 
ruze 


pen- 
arke 


sent 
stant 
ood. 
ane 
akes 


often 
-ourt 
for 


ffers 
ining 
the 


men 
writ- 
son’s 


s re- 
' due 
now, 


Paul 
or @ 
inent 


negie 
» in- 
read 


office 
and 
‘oad- 
Oo. 
-reen 
1 for 
1930” 
ce in 
Olive 


und- 
4 Co 
ot in 
Field, 
n, is 
its.” 
‘oad-= 
“Aue 
His 
new 
ssion 


or of 
folly- 
. has 
, for 
oving 
lettes 











Wednesday, December 25, 1929 


PICTURES 


VARIETY 9 











65-70 or What? 
Rivalry Means 


Delay, Losses 


Wide film situation is quickly 
narrowing to the point where the 
producers must concur on stand- 
ardization or else heave the picture 
business into a costly tangle. Latest 
report is that Radio, which has been 
experimenting with the Spoor de- 
vice, may ally with Paramount and 
Warner on the basis of the latter’s 
65 mm. film. 

If this comes about, Fox, which 
recently announced that it was go- 
ing ahead with its 70 mm. (Gran- 
deur), may find itself alone on this 
width. 

There is also a report that Para- 
mount is set to go on the big film 
in several locations here and abroad, 
Tentatively selected territories for 
the installation of 65 mm. are New 
York, Chicago, San Francisco, Lon- 
don and Paris. Theatres have not 
been designated but.the plans, ac- 
cording to the story, call for instal- 
lation by Feb. 12 in at least one 
theatre in each of these localities, 
with probable premiere use by 
March 1. 

Paramount's objection to 70 mm. 
film is said to be that it is too wide 
to permit smooth projection and 
that greater width than theirs is 
unnecessary. 

Meanwhile, the various activities 
of both Fox and Paramount in wide 
film are going ahead. Fox already 
has a print in New York. Fox's 
Grandeur is being handled by E. I. 
Sponable, while Dr. N. A. DeLaporte 
is Paramount’s chief of research on 
this subject. 


F. N. on Warner Lot 


Hollywood, Dec, 24. 

With the Warner studio slated 
to resume production around Jan. 
15, plans have been changed to pro- 
duce the biggest pictures of the 
First National-Warner program on 
the Warner lot instead of at First 
National, 

Seven features are now prepar- 
ing to start, including the first 
screen musical now being written 
by Oscar Hammerstein and Sig- 
mund Romberg. Vivienne Segal 
and Alexander Gray will be trans- 
ferred from First National for the 
leads in this picture, 


Judgments 


Lousam Productions, Inc.; L. Spe- 
vack; $1,493. 

Michael Mindlin and Rob Roy S. 
Converse; C. C. Jewett; $7,893. 

Walter Reade; Rudolph Wurlitzer 
Co.; $5,200. 

Bamboo Inn, Inc.; Claude Neon 
Lights; $271. 

Glynne Theatres, Inc.; Michael 
Glynne and George R. Roe; B. Ture- 
camo; $2,654, 




















Gaynor-Farrell’s Next 


- Holiywood, Dec. 24. 

Next co-star picture for Janet 
Gaynor and Charles Farrell will be 
“High Society Blues. 

David Butler is slated to direct 
from script by Howard J. Green. 

“Playmates” was scheduled but 
is being deferred. 





COSTUME DEPT. ADDED 


Hollywood, Dec. 24. 
Tec-Art studio is making its ser- 
vice> to independent producers more 
complete by adding a costume de- 
partment, 
Costuming is included in the leas- 
ing arrangement for each picture. 





4-Change Publix Week 
Dover, N. H., Dec. 24. 
Operating shift of local Publix 
houses has Lyric playing one day 
a week, Saturdays only, and the 
Strand, ona four-change-day policy 
broken up as follows: Monday and 
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and 





Ist Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 





Week Dec. 27 
Capitol—“Dynamite” (M-G- 
M). 
Colony—‘Hell’s Heroes” (U). 
Globe—“Rio Rita” (Radio). 
Paramount—‘Glorifying 
American Girl” (Par.). 
Roxy—“Hot for Paris” (Fox). 
Strand—‘“Paris” (FN). 








Week Jan. 3 
Capitol—““Dynamite” (M-G). 
Paramount—‘“7 Days’ Leave” 

(Par.). 
Roxy—“Sunny 
(Fox). 
Strand—“No, No, Nannette” 
(FN). 


Side Up” 


$2 Runs 
Feb. 9—‘Vagabond 
(Criterion). 


King” 











MORE MYSTERY 


Par Calle in Cormack for 
Mendes on L. I. 





it— 





Hollywood, Dec. 24. 

Lothar Mendes will not direct 
“Benson Murder Case” for Para- 
mount. Studio has given script to 
Bartlett M. Cormack with a requisi- 
tion for more mystery. Louis Gas- 
nier will direct it when completed 
script is ready. 
Meanwhile Mendes is on his way 
to New York to direct “Dangerous 
Nan McGrew” at Paramount’s Long 
Island studio, replacing Alfred E. 
Green, who is ill following a serious 
operation. 

Mendes returns Feb. 15 to direct 
Clara Bow in “The Humming Bird.” 





7 _ 9 

MarionDavies’ ‘Florodora 
Hollywood, Dec. 24. 

Marion Davies’ next for M-G will 


carry the flavor or “Florodora,” with 
a gay nineties setting and a sex- 
tet featured as in the famous musi-~ 
cal comedy. 

The picture will go out under a 
different title, probably “The Floro- 
dora Girl.” 

Gene Markey and Paul Dickey are 
writing the newest version and 
Harry Beaumort is slated to direct 
it. 

Miss Davies, now in New York, is 
expected back here New Year's. 





Caddo’s ’30 Four 


Hollywood, Dec. 24. 
Howard Hughes plans to make 
four pictures in 1930 for United 
Artists release. Hopes to have 
“Hell’s Angels” finally off his hands 
by February and then will begin 
the production of “Front Page.” 
Year's plans also call for “Women 
to Blame,” by Howard Tremaine. 
and “Titanic,” a story by Wilson 
Mizner based on the famous sea 
disaster. Another story yet to be 
bought. 





INSTALLATION SUIT 


In a suit against Simotone and 
the combined Sound and Color 
Films, Inc., in New York, brought 
by Samuel Marcus and the Etch- 
craft Film Studios, Simotone con- 
sented to a judgment against it for 
$2,100 in City Court. Case was dis- 
ecrtinued as against Combined 
Sound and Color Films. 

Plaintiff sued to recover an ad- 
vance payment of $2,000 for the in- 
stallation of a sound recording and 
synchronizing unit at $4,000. Instal- 
lation was never made and the 
plantiffs demanded their money 
back. 





Federal Trade Change 


Washington, Dec. 24. 
Martin A. Morrison, formerly of 
the Federal Trade Commission’s 
staff of trial attorneys, has beer 
appointed assistant chief counsel 
in charge of court work to succeed 
Adrian F. Busick, resigned. 
Morrison handled the govern- 
ment’s case in the Paramount pro- 
ceedings before the commission. He 


it when the long delayed case in- 
volving block booking is finally 





Friday, and Saturday. 


| Fox Stationary Around 23— 


will now handle the court side of | 





DULL TRADING 
MARKS SESSION 





No Sign of Covering Over 
Holiday—Loew and Para- 
mount Act Best of Group 





QUIET TO FEBRUARY? 





One of the quietest sessions of 
weeks yesterday reflected the usual 
custom of the Street to make the 
day before Christmas a semi-holi- 
day. Brokerage forces were more 
interested in distribution of bonuses 
than ticker prices. Customers’ rooms 
downtown and around Times Square 
were deserted. 

Session opened with a fairly im- 
pressive rally on small volume. 
During the day dealings dropped off 
until in the last two hours the tape 
was standing still for long intervals 
Total for the day was well under 
3,000,000 shares. 

Only activity was the covering of 
shorts in scattered sections of the 
list. The amusements showed a 
better tone, with distinct improve- 
ment in Loew, which got out of low 
ground around 40-41 for the past 10 
days, ruling above 44 most of the 
afternoon, Paramount also took on 
a better outlook as the day wore 
on. Opened at 47, compared to 
Monday’s low of 45% and held near 
48 in the late trading. 





Yesterday’s Prices 
Leading Amusements 


Net 
6ales. High. Low. Last. chg. 
400 Con F....... 15% 15 15 
28400 Fox ...ee-s 22% 23% + 
6100 Loew ...-. 44% 41% 44 +2% 
9800 Par ..csoes 48% 47 47% — % 
1600 Pathe ...-+ 2% 2% 2+ % 
400 do A..e-- 5% SH 5% — % 
72600 RCA os... 40% 38% %m+% 
8100 RKO ..ooee 18 1™% 17% + % 
2100 Shub ...... 11 9% 10 —% 
12000 W. B...... 39% 38 39 —¥% 
29% 29% —4% 


50 Univ P prf. 30 
BONDS 


$6000 Pathe 7’s.. 38 37 388 +5 
3000 Shub 6’6... 48 48 48 -—2 
CURB 


1000 Fox T..... 6 
500 G. Equip.. 28% 
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Fox continued within narrow 
range in the absence of anything 
more in the news. Day’s range was 
scarcely more than a point from 
22% to fractionally above 23. Trade 
reports reflecting the effort to reach 
a settlement of the complicated sit- 
uation within the company found no 
ticker movement to discount better- 
ment. If reports of an overcrowded 
short interest in the stock are to be 
believed, the complacency of the 
bears would be ominous at this time. 
But it is likely that in the precipi- 
tous drop of the stock shorts have 
covered at intervals, and the out- 
standing contracts may now be 
much less than generally believed. 

Trading view for the near future 
has undergone modifications since 
the break of last week. Almost 
unanimous idea that the turn of the 
year would witness a renewal of 
liquidation and further recessions is 
giving way to the more optimistic 
expectation that from now to per- 
haps the end of February the mar- 
ket will go through a series of minor 
dips and bulges while the Street 
gets a better line on the probable 
course of general business as a re- 


thereafter will shape themselves on 
the country’s commercial status as 
revealed during January and Feb- 
ruary. 

Fox Pauses at 22 

After two weeks of sensational 
idecline, during which it was a de- 
pressing influence over the whole 
market, Fox Monday halted in its 
drop, seeming for the time being to 
reach a resistance point above 20 
and there for the first time it moved 
out of the center of the amusement 
group picture. 

By that time it had lost pretty 
much all its following of bargain 
seekers testing for a bottom and 
its narrow movements apparently 
represented only technical opera- 
tions, such as covering movements 
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lounge while the shorts are on. 
Three successive singing 


feature to get over. 


pounce they did. 


to be funny. 

being turned out, 
Segal “Maytime” 
Central with “Disraeli”) 


wind Vitaphone No. 
that’s been made. 


point. 





sult of the November crash. Events | 


Making Brutal Shorts Worse 


Among the shorts recently preceding “General Crack” at Warners, 
New York, was one which stood out. Not because there was any- 
thing special about it, other than it was in color, held some move- 
ment and about a 50-foot comedy interlude. But it pointed out 
how the average short is making it a set-up for the sound cartoon. 

As regards this particular house, the site which publicly in- 
augurated sound, the booking of the one and two-reelers has been 
and remains atrocious. So bad as to chase the early comers to 
the lounge for a smoke. Degree of boredom to which those who 
stick are subjected can be gleaned from the uncomplimentary re- 
marks floating all over the auditorium. 

House management, with very little trouble, could spot it by 


standing in the back and listening, or 
Those smokers tell a silent tale. 
shorts on the 
sister team, plenty bad, then the colored reel followed by an opera 
name in one of his less interesting efforts. 
audience nuts and is simply making it that much tougher for the 
That goes for $2 or 60c. 

It’s obvious there has been no 
pace in the classification of the lineup. 
were but a few laugh feet for the house to pounce upon. 
It didn’t last long. 
flirting with trouble when they don’t give them the opportunity 
by screening something on the bill which, at least, is supposed 


If this Warner theatre can’t find enough comedy in the product 
it's logical to dig back into the files, 
there’s any reason for reviving the John Charles Thomas-Vivienne 
short on a $2 program (moved down to the 
it’s certainly opportune to again un- 
2664-65, probably 


As being turned out and generally booked, shorts have turned 
into the handicap the all-sound policy house must overcome, and 
are the instigator of a returning demand for vaudeville of which 
the vaude boys are trying to take advantage. 

That shorts, as a whole, are brutal is no secret in the trade. 
Warners, New York, seems to have a mania for emphasizing the 


taking a peek into that 


bill caught. First a 


Song barrage had the 


attempt to install a change of 
Starved for comedy, there 
And 


Houses using shorts are 


And if 


the best dramatic short 








now taking profits. Even covering 
failed to move it far up, probably 
counter-balanced by tax sales and 
new bearish maneuvers. 

In its amazing descent from a 

November high of 74, and higher 
previously, to last week’s low of 
19% Fox had drawn the other 
amusements into the whirlpool of 
market calamity, just at a time 
when the general trading situation 
of itself was plenty of weight for 
even the strongest issues on the 
Board to carry. 
Successive bear attacks in the na- 
ture of testing thrusts found a vul- 
nerable spot in Pathe and success- 
ful hammering at that point extend- 
ed to all the others. By degrees 
Paramount was hammered down 
from better than 60 to Monday’s 
bottom of 45% since Dec. 13. Loew 
came in for bearish attention, like- 
wise breaking sharply to 40 once 
last week, and ruling not much 
higher through Monday, but moving 
up yesterday. 

Warner Bros. stood off assaults 

until mid-week, but Thursday gave 
way sharply from above 40 to 37% 
under a skillfully managed bear 
maneuver. It was Thursday that 
Fox was forced down through its 
old bottom of 34, during a day of 
bad news from half a dozen direc- 
tions. 
Bear- ammunition came from the 
receivership for Sonora Products, 
distantly related to the amusement 
group, and the appointment of a re- 
ceiver for Internal Combustion, an 
old Durant pet, these two coming on 
the heels of a similar receivership 
for American Piano. Three crashes 
in the list in one day was too much 
and everything slumped. 


Warner Cracks 

For a moment the bear crowd 
abandoned Fox and around 2 o'clock 
concentrated on Warners in a swift 
sally that carried it from 41 to 37% 
in 20 minutes. Stock snapped back 
in 10 minutes, but the thrust had 
carried through and left its impres- 
sion. Thereafter on any general de- 
cline the same maneuver was re- 
peated and generally successfully. 

Paramount’s retreat seems to be 
a horse of another color. Story is 
that one old pool member walked 
out on his clique and liquidated as 
an individual, while a new pool 
came into being and took his offer- 
ings on a scale down. Whether the 
story is true or not, behavior of 
the stock seemed to lend color to 
some such situation. New pool is 
reported in the same gossip with 
being ready to give plenty of sup- 
port at 45. Low on the movement 
Monday was 45%, from which there 


|was a late recovery to 48. 


R-K-O 
Radio-Keith gave a good account 
of itself, all things considered. There 
are all kinds of stories about what 





(Continued on page 12) 





SONORA GOT NO CHANCE 
BEFORE RECEIVERSHIP 


Sonora’s negotiation for the Duo- 
graph, home talker which it demon- 
strated in New York, has been held 
up as the result of three creditors, 


all supply companies, throwing the 
phonograph-radio interests into a 
receivership for bills aggregating an 
approximate $10,000. 

Creditors met with the firm’s ex- 
ecutives Tuesday (24), but the 
meeting next week when the Irving 
National Bank, as the receiver, will 
preside, will probably settle Sono- 
ra’s future policy. 

Sonora executives are bitter at 
the sudden call, the treasurer, Wil- 
liam Barin, stating the company 
was given no opportunity for an ad- 
justment prior to the receivership. 

Sonora Phonograph Company is 
the parent of a small radio unit and 
its other subsidiary, Sonora Prod- 
ucts Corporation. Latter sub be- 
came known to the film industry as 
Acoustic Products through negotia- 
tions failing to materialize, but ex- 
tending over a year, to take over 
the now practically defunct Bristol- 
phone indie taiker system. 

Company officials are not inter- 
ested in giving details or flrures 
as to the company’s assets. They 
pass this up with: “It is inco1po- 
rated for 1,500,000 shares.” 

The creditors asserting themselves 
are Arrow, Hart, Hegeman; Gavin 
Mfg. Co.; Harvey Hubbel. K2spee- 
tively, they claim debts approximat- 
ing $3,900, $4,000, $2,500. 








Poverty Row Passes 


Hollywood, Dec, 24. 

Moving Jan. 3 of James Cruze 
from the Chadwick studios to Edu- 
cational marks the passing of Pov- 
erty Row. With this move there 
will be no production in the studios 
along Sunset Boulevard and Beech- 
wood, which housed hundreds of 
small independents in the past. 

Migration began with the advent 
of sound. Chadwick studio will be 
left vacant, owners waiting for a 
rise in real estate value, 








“Other Men’s Wives” in Film 
Hollywood, Dec. 24. 

“Other Men's Wives,” stage play, 
bought by J. L. Warner on its open- 
ing night in New York, will be 
Billie Dove’s next for First Na- 
tional. 

Forest Halsey was put on the 
adaptation as soon as Warner ar- 
rived here, and Clarence Badger 
assigned to direct. 
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Xmas or Stores Ballyhooing 
Failed to Hurt L. A. Downtown: 


Par, $35,000—State, $27,500—Big 


Los Angeles, Dec. 24. 
(Draw Pop., 1,500,000) 
Weather—Good 


Show business’ standing argu- 
ment that the week before Christ- 
mas is just something to be endured 
was met locally by a strong rebut- 
tal, when “Sweetie” got $35,000 at 
the Paramount, and “This Thing 
Called Love” tilled $27,500 at Loew’s 
State. 


These houses are to Los Angeles 
what the Paramount and Capito] 
are to New York. They may be re- 
garded as barometers of this town’s 
film spending. 

Local merchants gave the thea- 


‘ tres aggressive Christmas competi- 


tion employing circus methods of 
ballyhooing, street parades, illumi- 
nated Christmas trees. outdoors, 
trucks with bands circulating 
through streets, choral singing and 
other attention-commanding stunts 
to drum up trade. Whether the de- 
partment store sales were improved 
by the exploitation would perhaps 
make an interesting story. No par- 
ticular damage was done to the pic- 
ture parlors. 


Estimates for Last Week 


Boulevard — (Fox) “Christina” 
(Fox) (2,164; 25-50). Around $7,000 
£0-s0. 


Carthay Circle—(Fox) “Rio Rita” 
(Radio) (1,500; 50-$1.50) (5th week. 
For longevity, $11,600 good. 

Chinese — (Fox) 


and saved this one from taking slap. 
No sensation at $12,500. 
waiting for signal to announce | 


“Rogue’s Song.” | 


Criterion — (Fox) “Hallelujah” 
(M-G) (1,600; 25-75) (2nd, final | 
week). Stayed 12 days in all; final 


nine days figured to $12,500, okay 
after »revious $1.50 engagement. 
Egyptian — (UA - Fox) “Seven | 
Faces” (Fox) (1,800; 25-75). At} 
$8,200, shade under normal. 


Fox Palace—(Fox) “Sunny Side 
Up” (Foxy (1,150; 50-$1.65) (1st 
week). No better downtown than 
in Hollywood; only $6,500, snail’s 
pace. Not understandable here; 
picture reported big gross getter all 
over country. 


Loew’s State—(Loew-Fox) “This 
Thing Called Love” (Pathe) (2,024; 
25-$1). First time Pathe has gotten 
booking in this house; picture liked 
and total, $27,500 very good for pre- 
Christmas week. - Meglin Kiddies 
show responsible for strong mats, 


Paramount — (Publix) “Sweetie” 
(Par) (3,595; 25-75). House ran 
trailer on this one for seven weeks 
prior to arrival; at this house $35,- 
000 tremendous, more so at this 
period. . 


RKO—“Broadway Scandals” (Col.) 
(2,950; 30-65). With exceptionally 
strong vaude and fair independent 
feature, $16,500; not bad but lots 
of area for improvement. 


United Artists—(Pub-UA) “Live 
Ghosts” (UA) (2,100; 25-$1) (2nd 
final week). Failed to get started 
and yanked short of two weeks; 
final gross around $10,000. That 
translates as floppo. “Taming of 
Shrew” opens Christmas Day. 


Warners Downtown—“Little John- 
ny Jones” (FN) (1,800; 50-75). Off 
at $10,300 and one week only. 

Warners Hotywood — “General 
Crack” (WB). (2,756; 25-75) (1st 
week). “General” at gallop, $26,- 
000; expected to hold that pace on 
2nd week. 


Delightful Rogue’ Tops 
Denver’s Bad Wk., $9,000 


. Denver, Dec. 24. 
(Drawing Population, 400,000) 


Weather: Snow 


Too close to Christmas and the 
weather are two reasons the grosses 
are down. Denham reported the 
poorest week of the season. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Denham (Indie stock) (1,800; 25- 
$5-50-75-$1)—“The Night Duel.” 
"Way down: $3,200. 

Denver (Publix) (2,300; 25-40-65) 
—‘“The Kiss” (M-G). Turned in 
poor week; $8,500. 

Aladdin (Indie) (1,500; 35-50-75) 
—‘‘Married in Hollywood” (Fox). 
Lowest in months; $5,000. 

America (Indie) (1,500; 20-35-50) 
—*“Girl from Havana” (Fox). Over 
$1.000 below normal; $3,500. 

Rialto (Publix) (1,040; 25-40-50) 
Not so good 








“Condemned” | 
(WA) (2,028; 50-$1.50) (3rd week). | 
Christmas Day advance sale heavy | (Par) 


House | of 


| days. 





“DARKENED ROOMS’ DIES 
IN K. C., $2,400—OUT 


Kansas City, Dee. 24. 

'T was the week before Christmas 
and the first real cold wave of tne 
season. New pictures with names 
and plenty of stage entertainment 
| but the grosses remained low. 
| Mainstreet and Midland splurged 
| with revues and girls and legs and 





|features; both fairly rewarded at 
ithe box office. 

Newman had “Half 
| Heaven.” This home 
| Buddy Rogers, had rather cool re- 
jviews which did not 
| grosses. 
Royal started the week 
“Darkened Rooms,” but pulled it 
after five days and set in “Hearts 
in Exile” for nine days unless an- 
| other change is made. 

Estimates For Last Week 

Mainstreet—“Paris” (FN) (3,200- 
| 25-35-50-60). Couple of weeks ago 


| Irene Bordoni at the Shubert in this | 


same play at $3 top and a short| 


jcast. Picture with over 500 in some | 
| of the scenes shows the trans- 
formation the screen can do. 


|} show. $16,500. 
| Loew’s Midland—‘“Locked Door” 
| (UA) (4,000-25-35-50-60). Only 
|weather and Christmas prevented 
picture from being among the best | 
;}money getters of the year. Stage 
show. $15,000. 
Newman—“Half Way to Heaven” 
(1,890-25-35-50-60). Pub- 
licity for Buddy Roger but in spite 
local angle, critics were not 
overly kind. $12,000. 
Pantages—“Why Leave Home?” 
(2,200-25-35-50). Vaude. $8,700. 
Royal—“Darkened Rooms” (Par) 
(840-25-35-50). David Newell, an- 
other local boy, in cast and drew 
part of advance publicity. Critics 
kind but public laid off and the pic- 
ture pulled after five days. “Hearts 
in Exile” substituted. $2,400; five 


Stage | 
| 





LOUISVILLE DEPRESSED 


“Virginian” and “4 Devils” Hold Up, 
$9,500 and $5,000—State $14,000 


Louisville, Dec. 24. 
(Drawing Population, 500,000) 
Weather: Rain and Cold 

Rotten weather plus the pre-holi- 
day period kept grosses below nor- 
maj last week. Exception was the 
Riaitta, which bettered average with 
“The Virginian.” 

Report that the Brown, stock and 
legit, would play talkers two months 
and then go RKO vaude is wet. Next 
attraction there a road show, “Con- 
necticut Yankee.” Brown has never 
played sound, and Manager Martin 
says that vaudeville is not contem- 








plated. 
Estimates for Last Week 
State (Loew) (3,400; 35-50)— 


“Locked Door.” Some disappoint- 
ment when William Boyd, for- 
merly legit, didn’t~prove to be the 
blond film Boyd; off $3,500 to $14,- 
000; poor. 
Rialto (RKO) (2,940; 30-50)—“The 
Virginian” (Par). Better than usual; 
possibly . $9,500. 
Strand (Fourth Ave.)—‘Hearts in 
Exile” (WB). Dolores Costello 
failed to make an impression; off 
to about $4,000. , 
Alamo (Fourth Ave.) (900; 40)— 
“Four Devils” (Fox). Held up 
largely because of popularity here 
of Janet Gaynor; good at $5,000. 
Anderson (RKO) (1,387; 30-50)— 
“Darkened Rooms.” Quiet at $3,250. 


“Now,” News, Weekly 


Los Angeles, Dec, 24. 
“Now,” twice-a-month house or- 
gan of Fox West Coast Theatres, 
goes weekly with the issue of Jan. 
6 





It also goes news, causing the dis- 
continuance of letters and bulletins 
previously issued by various de- 
partments. 


Chas. Wynard, 82, in Need 

Charles Wynard, 82, veteran 
cameraman who started 30 years 
ago with the old Pathescope com- 
pany, is ill and without funds in 
Bellevue Hospital, New York. 

A son, Edward Wynard, now 
dead, was also a pioneer camera- 
man well known in his day. 





Femme Lead Change 
Hollywood, Dec, 24. 
Margaret Churchill, scheduled for 





either; $3,400. 

Tabor (Indie) (2,200; 25-40-60-75) 
—“Delightful Rogue” (Radio). Best 
in town; $9,000. 


the femme lead in “Temple Tower,” 
Fox, replaced by Marceline Day. 


Way to 
towner, 


help the 


with | 


| usual story. 








i 


| 
i 


| JOE BROWNING | 


rm. c.’s in addition to their screen | 


Presenting 
“A Timely Sermon” 
Assisted by Joe Browning, Jr. 
This week, Dec. 20, Indiana Thea- | 
tre, Indianapolis, in Charles Nigge- | 
Meyer’s “Marathon Frolics.” 
Direction Abe Lastfogel, Harry | 
Lenetska, William Morris Agency. | 
R.-K.-O. direction, Morris & Feil. | 


; 
| 
| 





—_————_——— en | 


2D WK. FILM, $12,900, 
LED SEATTLE LAST WK. 


Seattle, Dec. 23. 
(Draw pop., 525,000) 
Weather Rainy 
Week before Christmas tells its 





“Sunny Side Up” went for good 
second week. Not up to usual 
draw at Seattle with “Half Way to 
Heaven.” Orpheum vaude again; 
bill well balanced. 


Estimates for Last Week 


Seattle (Pub) (3,106; 25-60), 
“Half Way to Heaven” (Par). 
Pre-Christmas; $10,500. 

Sth Ave. (Fox) (2,500; 25-60) 
“South Sea Rose (Fox). Stage 
unit. $10,800. 


Fox (2,500; 25-60), “Sunny Side 
Up” (Fox). 2a week and good, all 
considered; $12,900. 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (900; 25- 
50), Mississippi Gambler’ (U); 
fair: $7,800. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (1,000; 25- 
50), “Mr. Antonio (TS). Leo Ca- 
rillo here as guest star with Duffy 
Players so has personal local fol- 
lowing. Fair; $7,000. 
Coliseum (Fox) (1,800; 25-50), 
“Romance Rio Grande” (Fox). Hot 
release and liked; $3,000. 
Orpheum (RKO) (2,700; 25-60), 
“Jazz Heaven” (RKO). Vaude. 
$11,000. 

Metropolitan (Pub) (1,200; 25- 
60), “Three Live Ghosts” (UA). 
Wareham back as manager. $6,200; 
good. 

President (Duffy) (1,800; 25-1.25) 
“Wooden Kimona” (stock). Duffy 
Players with Leona Powers again 
leading lady. Howard Miller leading 
man. Good at $3,200. 


Color “Viennese Nights” 


One of the first Warner Brothers 
features which will go into produc- 
tion when the coast studio is re- 
opened Jan. 15 will be “Viennese 
Nights,” the title of the original 
Sigmund Romberg and Oscar Ham- 
merstein, 2d, have written. Thew 
Harvey is completing the adapta- 
tion, 

Alan Crosland will direct. Viv- 
ienne Segal and Alexander Grey 
have the featured roles. 

Both Romberg and Hammerstein | 
will be on the lot throughout the 
production as supervisors, 

The film operetta will be made 
entirely in Technicolor. 











Col’s 3 New Year’s 


Hollywood, Dec. 24, 
Columbia plans to start the new 
year with an unprecedent burst of 
studio activity by placing three 
pictures into production at one 
time. 
It has 15 to make to complete 
its 29-30 program of 26 features. 





New Leading Woman 
Hollywood, Dec. 24. 
Selection of Buster Collier, Jr., 
for male lead in Tiffany’s “Resur- 
rection” eliminates Marion Schilling 
as the femme lead. 
Ann Harding may replace her. 





Berlin’s First 
Holly wood, Dec. 24. 
Irving Berlin will start production 
on “Upstairs and Down” around 
Feb. 15 for United Artists. 





Fox studio says Miss Churchil} 
imay appear in “Common Clay.” 


This will be his first picture as a 


‘Heaven’ Frisco, $14,000: 
Paris’ 0. K. at $16,600 


San Francisco, Dec. 24. 
Nearness to the Christmas holi- 
days and a week of steady rain didn’t 
spell prosperity for the picture the- 
atres last week. Nothing better 
than average, and a few below. 


Fox, with “The 13th Chair,” kept 





out of the red and that’s all. War- 
field and “Hollywood Revue” did 
better than expected considering 


feature was here but few months 

ago as a road show. 
Granada, with “Half 

Heaven,” was way off. 





Way to 
California 


land “Paris” got a break, and the 


St. Francis with “Love Parade,” 3d 
week, showed a nice profit. 
Estimates for Last Week 

Fox (Fox) (5,000; 50-65-75-$1)— 
"13th Chair” (M-G). Drew well 
from opening and kept steady pace; 
$35,000. 

Warfield (Fox) (2,672; 50-65-90)— 
“Hollywood Revue” (M-G). Here 
few months ago as road show; held 
up satisfactorily; $20,000. 

Granada (Publix) (2,698; 35-50- 
65-$1)—“Half Way to Heaven” 
(Par). Didn’t catch public; opened 
light and never really started. Fin- 
ished poorly; $14,000. 

California (Publix) (2,200; 35-50- 
65-90)—“Paris” (FN). Irene Bor- 
doni’s name means something here; 
nice start and built; $16,600. 

St. Francis (Publix) (1,375; 35-50- 
65-90)—“Love Parade” (Par) (3d 
week). Femme trade predominant; 
$14,400. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,270; 35-50-65) 
—“Flight” (Col) (2d week). Satis- 
factory but slumped from opening. 
$14,000. 

Embassy (Wagnon) (1,365; 50- 
65-90)—“‘Hearts in Exile’ (WB). 
No particular pull; just average 
stride; $8,500. 

Davies (Wagnon) (1,150; 35-50- 
65-90)—"‘Painted Faces” (Tiff). Too 
similar in story to many others re- 
cently on Market street; light at 
$7,000. 

Casino (A. & H.) (2,400; 40-60)— 
“Acquitted” (Col). Not up to usual 
intake, but profitable; $9,000. 


Pure Spanish Demanded; 
No Mixture of Accents 


Hollywood, Dec. 24. 

Correct Spanish without the many 
accents and in particular the Cas- 
tilllan must be used in all Spanish 
versions of talking pictures if the 
producers want to meet the ap- 
proval of more than 80 per cent. of 
the Latin American film audiences. 
This was the general opinion of 
more than 40 Spanish and Latin- 
American experts who gathered at 
a meeting called by the Spanish 
Latin-American Film Bureau to de- 
termine and adopt a universal mode 
of Spanish expression for talkers. 

It was pointed out that over 
80% of the people in the Latin- 
Americas resent the use of Cas- 
tilliian and many other accents in 
their screen entertainment, the 
same as the Americans would re- 
sent the general use of Oxford Eng- 
lish on the American screen. The 
reason for so many failures in past 
Spanish talkers is attributed to the 
many Spanish actors now in Holly- 
wood who can speak nothing but 
the Castillian accent and insist that’ 
this is the proper expression. 











Wasps Elect 


Holiywood, Dec. 24. 

The Wasps, sister organization to. 
the Wampas, elected the following 
officers for the year: Eleanor Pack- 
er, president; Virginia Kellogg, 
v.-p., and Grace Adair, sec. 

The organization has been in op- 
eration less than three years. It 
has a surplus of $800 in the treas- 
ury. Does not select baby stars. 





F N’S ALL-MALE CAST 
Hollywood, Dec. 24. 

Cycle for pictures without love 
interest (womenless casts) is gain- 
ing momentum. First National is 
the latest to undertake such a film. 

“The Flight Commander” (Bar- 
thelmess) is so tabbed. 





Jeanette Loff’s U Contract 
Hollywood, Dec. 24. 
Jeanette Loff, borrowed by Uni- 
versal from Pathe for “The King 
of Jazz,” and dropped by Pathe in 
its recent shake-up, has been 
given a term contract by U. 
cree ultimately plans to star 
er. 


| 





E. T. Lowe Out 
Hollywood, Dec, 24. 
Edwarld T. Lowe, who has been 
writing exclusively for Paul Fejos 
productions, is off the Universal 





film producer, 


payroll. 





Minneapolis, Dec. 24, 

Combination of the week before 
Christmas, 20 below zero, near. 
blizzards, and generally adverse 
business conditions spilled the box. 
office beans. Grosses dwindled to 
next to nothing and new lows were 
established. 

Even such attractions as “Taming 
of the Shrew” and “Hollywood Re- 
vue” died in their second and fina] 
weeks. Trade collapse capped the 
climax of a succession of sickly 
grosses throughout the loop. 

Although “They Had to Seg 
Paris,” at the Orpheum, and “Glori- 
fying the American Girl,” at the 
Minnesota, had the first-run film 
field almost to themselves, because 
of holdover pictures, only the Rog- 
ers film drew anything. 

Tuesday night, when a blizzard 
raged and it was 15 below, aggregate 
crowds at all loop houses would not 
have filled the Minnesota. Saturday 
the Seventh Street reopened with 
vaudfilm. “Romance of the Rio 
Grande” (Fox) is the initial screen 
yffering. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Minnesota (Publix) (4,300; 75)— 
“Glorifying the American . Gir)" 
(Par). All around pleasing show, 
but $17,000 a new low and terrible, 

Century (Publix) (1,500; 75)— 
“Hollywood Revue” (M-G). Aftera 
big first week brodied like every- 
thing else; dropped to about $7,000 
second and findl week. 

State (Publix) (2,200; 60)—“Tam- 
ing of Shrew” (UA). After a good 
first week followed the procession 
and tobogganed; everybody liked it, 
but couldn’t hold up in face of ad- 
verse conditions; around $8,000, and 
bowed out Friday. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,890; 50)— 
“They Had to See Paris” (Fox). 
Praised and did exceptionally well 
in view of conditions; $10,000, at 
that, much less than would have 
gotten normally. 

Lyric (Publix) (1,300; 40)—“Isle 
of Lost Ships” (FN). Good enough 
picture, but no exception to last 
week’s rule; $2,000. 

Pantages (Pantages) (1,500; 25- 
50)—“Light Fingers” (Col) and 
vaude. Satisfactory entertainment, 
but nothing to draw; $4,000. 

Aster (Publix) (900; 35)—‘The 
River” (Fox). Good film for housq 
but what was the use? about $800. 

Grand (Publix) (1,100; 35)—‘‘The 
Virginian” (Par). Second loop run 
and nearly $2,000 fine; an exception, 

Shubert (Bainbridge dramatic 
stock) (1,400; 35-$1)—‘“Skidding.” 
Proved highly pleasing, but business 
’way off; around $3,500. 


PROVIDENCE GOOD; 
‘LOCKED DOOR’ $19,600 


Providence, Dec. 24. . 


(Drawing Population, 315,000) 
Weather: Rain and Cold 
Some nice grosses in town de- 
spite pre-Christmas trading and 
unusually bad weather. “Locked 
Door” at Loew's State brought in 
neat gross of $19,600, while double 
featured bill at Strand and Majestic 

gave houses brisk week. 

“Rio Rita” in its sixth and final 
week went into a skid. 

Estimates for Last Week 








. 


Loew’s State (3,500; 15-50)— 
“Locked Door’ (UA) and Chase 
comedy. Brisk week. Feature 


liked; $19,600, good. 
Strand (Ind) (2,200; 15-50)—“Pri- 
vate Affair” (Pathe) and “Half Way 
to Heaven” (Par). Double featured, 
bills always good bait in this burg. 
Well over average biz; $12,000. 
Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 15-50)— 
“So Long Letty” (WB), 
Flame” (WB). Bill got praise} 
$12,500. Over average. 
Victory (R-K-O) (1,600; 15-50) 


Here longest of any popular priced, 

pictures; $7,000; below average: 
Fay’s (Fay) (1,600; 15-50)—“Nix 

on Dames” (Fox), vaude. Quiet at 


$9,000. 
Albee (R-K-O) (2,500; 15-50)— 
“Oh Yeah” (Radio). Vaude. Not 


bad at $11,500. 





Miss Patterson’s 4 


Elizabeth Patterson, reported’ 
from the Coast as net having 
worked in a picture during her six 
months’ contract with Fox, really 
appeared in four. 

Miss Patterson is currently in 
“The Big Party,” although her cone 
tract expired Dec. 16. 





Novarro’s “Singer” 
Hollywood, Dec. 24. 
Ramon Novarro’s next for M-@ 
g0es into reproduction Jan. 2 under 
title of “Singer of Seville.” 





Charles Brabin is to direct. 


Minn's New Lows; + | 
20 Below ‘n’ Snow | 
In Pre-Xmas Wk, 





“Sacred, 


“Rio Rita” (Radio), 6th, final week., 
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Roxy's Low $74,700 Last Week 
Close to Par's Good $70,500; 
~ AMIN. Y. Box Offices Skidded 





A matter of only $4,000 separated 
the mathematical totals of the 
Roxy and Paramount last week as 
the townspeople, preoccupied with 
Christmas, sent box office figures 
downward along Rhinestone Gulch. 

In view of the general depression 
the Paramount “had reason to re- 
gard “Marriage Playground” as dis- 
tinctly satisfactory with $70,500. 
Roxy’s $74,700 and Capitol’s $61,800 
offer a basis of comparison. 

“Taming of the Shrew” evapo- 
rated from $41,200 the previous 
week to $29,700, difference of $12,000 
in pace. ‘Fairbanks-Pickford pic- 
ture is well below business done by 
*“Iron Mask,” 


last Fairbanks © film, 

last April. 

Pathe’s “Lucky In’ Love” nose- 
dived at the Colony, getting but 
$7,600. 


“Love Parade,” at the Criterion, 
holds strong. “Vagabond King” due 
there Feb. 9. Sunday night’s prem- 
jere of the Ramc.: Novarro pic- 
ture, “Devil May Care,’ was a dis- 
appointMent at $2 with Metro figur- 
ing to bring “Rogue’s Song” to the 
Astor before January washes up. 

Globe ‘started its grind career 
with “Dance Hal,” a: lightweight, 
for launching a new policy, but 
sticking second week. “Rio Rita” 
comes in. Friday, giving policy its 
first experiment with circumstances 
favorable. ‘ 

Estimates for Last Week 

Astor—“Devil May Care” (M-G) 
(14,120; $1-$2). Songs give picture 
its principal strength; drew poor 
notices and continuance expected to 
be brief. 

Carroll—“7 Keys*,toa Baldpate” 
(Radio) (988; $1-$2).: Richard Dix 
picture opens Christmas night. “Rio 
Rita” exited ‘after 11 weeks and 
*way down. iis 

Capito! — “Hallelujah” ’ (M-G-M) 
(4,620; 35-50-75-$1:50). All-colored 
picture drew better ‘than- expected, 
$61,800. ’ 

"Central — “Disraeli” (WB) (922; 
$1-$2) (11th week). -Able to get 
around $14,000, good. 

Cohan — “Hunting Tigers” (Col) 
(1,400; 75-$1.50) (3rd week): Get- 
ting some play from family and 
museum angles. 
“Blaze of Glory,” with Eddie Dow- 
ling, opens Monday. — 

Colony—“Lucky In Love” (Pathe)’ 
(1,900; 35-50-75). Too weak to offer 
opposition to + Christmas season. 
Lowest house has been since re- 
opening, $7,600. 

Sriterion — .“Love Parade” (Par) 
(862; $1-$2) (6th “ week).- -Felt 
depression a little although at this 
house $15,100 is good. With “Gen- 
eral Crack” and “Disraeli” shares 
what agency demand tHere is among 
$2 films. . ‘ 

Embassy — “Newsreel ~ House” 
(Fox-Hearst) (568; 25). Last week’s 
program preponderantly from the 
library’ and that’s no help. Doing 
nicely but with profit difficult to 
estimate around $8,000. Good sized 
rental changed for service. 

Gaiety—"Sky Hawk” (Fox) (808; 
$1-$2) (3rd week). First full week, 
021.806. Average tradé at this cor- 
‘Globe—“Dance Hall” (Radio) (1,- 
065; 35-50-85) RKO’s new grind 
house on Rivoli-Rialto. policy of ex- 
tended runs. Two weeks for “Dance 
Hall,” which got around $12,000 on 
six days. 

Paramount — “Marriage Play- 
ground” (Par) (3,665; 35-65-75-$1). 
Better than two previous weeks and 
against holiday $70,500 nice accom- 
sa rae . 

ialto — “The Virginian” (Par) 
(2,000; 35-50-65-85). Opened Friday 
swulowimng “Trespasser,” which took 
3 9,500 on final six days. 

Rivoli—“Taming of Shrew” (UA) 
(2,200; 35-50-65-85) (4th week) 3rd 
week, $29,700. George Bancroft’s 
The Mighty,” (Par) succeeds, prob- 
ae Jan. 10. 

oxy—“This Thing Called Love” 
une News) (6,205; 50-75-$1.50). 
— low is $70,000, so $74,600 is 
op. Usual pretentious children’s 
show for Christmas week current 
with “Christina” (Fox). 

Selwyn—“Condemned” (UA) (1,- 
Os $1-$2) (8th week). Goldwyn 
Me ech ready to blow with contract 

king about fulfilled and musical 
due in house; has been just fair 
at scale. Around $8,000. 
ones — “Gold Diggers” (WB) 
Re 00; 35-50-75) (2nd, final week). 

‘epeat week, $36,000, giving Techni- 
Color feature big fortnight. 

a varners—“General Crack” (WB) 
Outer nat $2) (4th week). Nothing 
: “standing about Barrymore pic- 
ure; average at $22,000. 

on inter Garden—“Sally” (FN) (1,- 
jel $1-$4). Marilyn Miller’s film 
— _, Monday night. “Show of 
~““OWs” completed five weeks. 


— 





- $5,000 or under. 


PERSONAL POPULARITY 
STOOD OFF BAD WEEK 


Montreal, Dec. 24. 
(Drawing Population, 600,000) 
Weather: snow and sleet 


Grosses held at about the same 


bad weather and shopping. 
break in with talkers has not so 
far met with much success and 
house is trying out new policy of 
two-a-week. 

“Saturday Night Kid” went over 
fairly as Clara Bow has a big local 
following. Palace’stood up to pré- 
vious week figures at $17,000. 

John Gilbert is another 
and “His Glorious Night” at Capi- 
tol saw his first talker here; $16,500 
fair. Censors mauled picture badly. 

All girl vaude at Loew’s split 
about even with “18th Chair,” 
pulling down around $15,500. This 
theatre has done about best of any 
main stems during past month. 

“Taming of the Shrew” continued 
at Princess for second week, but 
falling off last four days with total] 
around $8,000. 

Vaude took most of the $9,500 at 
the Imperial with “Girl From Ha- 
vana” second. Managemént relies 
more on vaude than pictures at this 
house. Roxy ran “Berlin After 
Dark” and reverts to double bil) 
coming week. ' j 

Neighborhoods have been mid- 
dling. 

Estimates For Last Week 

Palace (FP) (2,700-40-75), “Sat- 
urday Night . Kid” (Par). Got 
nearly all the play in poor week; 
$17,000, fair. : 

Gapitol (FN) (2,700-40-65) “Glori- 
ous Night” (M-G-M). Censors got 
their hooks badly into this one, 
killing half the interest. Gilbert 
saved it on local popularity; $16,- 
600 tided over. 

Loew’s (FP) (3,/200-35-60), “48th 
Chair’: {(M-G-M);- Split even with 
vaude at around $15,500. 

Princess (CT) 
“Taming of Shrew” (2d week). Fell 
off heavily last: four nights, | but 
$8,000 this week after $14,000 week 
previous. © AR . 

Imperial (FP) .(1,900-35-60), “Girl 
From: Havana” (Fox) Vaude; $9,500. 

Orpheum (CT). (1,200-40-50), 
*Venus” (CA). Last week of single 
feature picture; usual $4,000. 

Roxy (Ind) (600-50) “Berlin After 
Dark” (Silent World-Wide) Will 
run ‘double bill after this week; 
$2,500. 


B’KLYN PRETTY MILD 


Home and Church Borough Turns 
Qut to Shop, Only. 











Brodklynites ignored practically 
all the downtown houses, ~ 

Paramount had about the best 
show. $46,900 mild for this house 
but satisfactory season. ‘ 

Albee had “Vagabond Lover” and 
vaude, Fairly well. Loew's Strand 
held over “Gold Diggers,” claiming 
good business. Fox had “The River,” 
not so hot, and vaude. 

Estimates for Last Week 


Paramount — “Marriage Play- 
ground” (4,000; 35-50-75). Good 


picture based on Edith Wharton's 
novel. Stage had Rudy Vallee and 
Belle Baker, $46,900, fair for 
Christmas; 

Strand—“Gold Diggers” (FN* (2,- 
35-40-50-75).. Quiet week. Vaude. 
$19,200. 

Fox—“The River” (Fox) (4,000; 
35-40-50-60-75). Vaude. $21,700. 

Met—“Woman to Woman” (3,577; 
35-40-50-75). Quiet week. Vaude. 
$19,800. 

Albee—“Vagabond Lover” (RKO) 
(3,248; 35-50-60-75). Vaude. $20,900. 


Boat Lights Tacoma 


Tacoma, Dec. 24. 
(Draw pop., 125,000) 
Weather Rainy 

U. S. plane carrier “Lexington” 
went into the harbor and started 
making “juice” for the depleted Ta- 
coma electric plants. Town emerged 
from its semi-darkness. But biz at 
the show shops didn’t. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Pantages (RKO) (1,500; 25-60), 
“Painted Angel” (RKO). Vaude. 
Light; $5,900. 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (650; 25- 








50-75) “The Sap” (WB). Fair at 
$4,900. . 
Rialto (Fox) (1,250; 25-35-50) 


“Glorifying American Girl’ (Par). 
Not so hot. 

Colonial (Fox) (850; 25-50), “This 
Is College” (MGM). Dandy picture 
and good biz; $1,500. 





1 


figure as previous week in spite of 
At- | 
tempt of stock theatre, Orpheum: to | 


favorite | 


(2,300-30-55), 


, 





| 
} 
| 





Sure They Dance 
MARY and MARGARET GIBB 


America’s only native-born 
“Siamese” Twins 


Week Jan. 5: 
South Bend and Madison, Wis. 
E. A. Vinson in advance 
An ARTHUR KLEIN- 
TERRY TURNER ATTRACTION 


| Suite 1405-6, 1560 Broadway 





Hallelujah’ $10,000, Wash: 


| Palace Tops Fox by $100 





Washington, Dec. 24. 
(White Population, 450,000) 
' Weather: Warm and Cold 

Two houses weathered last week 
\fairly well. Fox had “The River” and 
demonstrated that the town goes 
|for names. Charlie Farrell was 
| played up strong. Palace, with its 
|habit contingent, had “Locked Door” 
jand an excellent week considering. 
| Loew publicity said nothing of the 
|colored cast in “Hallelujah,” pic- 
| ture’s own merit getting about $10,- 
;000, which is okay for house and 
season. Rialto’s doing some neat 
exploitating but. grosses. ~remain 
down, same thing applying to 
Keith’s and “The Great Gabbo.” 

Two Warner houses were within 
$1,000 of each other. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Columbia - (Loew) — “Hallelujah” 
(M-G) (1,232;35-50).: Got a good 
count without special plugging and 
laying off billing the negro -cast; 
$10,500. i 

Earle 
Racket” (FN) (2,244; 35-50). 
four grand off at $16,300. 

Fox (Fox)—“The River” (Fox) 
stage show (3,434; 35-50-75). -Name 
of Charles. Farrell credited with 
holding up to $18,400. 

Met (S-C Warner)—“Charming 
Sinners” (Par) (1,585; 35-50). Beat 
other Warner house; estimated 
$11,900, 

Palace (Loew)—"“Locked+ Door” 
(UA)- stage show (2,363; 35-50-60). 
Allan Rogers, new m. c., plus extra 





(S-C Warner) — “Love 
About 


_|plugging on Loew units, did about 


$18,500; around four grand off but 
nobody complaining. 

Rialto (U)—“Red Hot Rhythm” 
(Pathe) (1,978; 35-50). Better than 
previous week by $500; $5,000. 

RKO—“Great Gabbo” (Sono-Art). 
About’ what was expected; not so 
good at $7,200. 


Balto Divides Light Wk.; 
Fair Highs, Bad Lows 


Baltimore, Dec. 24. 
(Draw Pop. 850,000) 
Weather Rainy 


At most of the first-runners it 
was the usual pre-Xmas tale. Ex- 
ceptions were the Rivoli where 
“Evidence,” day and date with the 
uptown Metropolitan, came through 
with a good average. “Glorious 
Night” also stemmed,.the shoppers’ 
rush at the Century. . “Rio Rita” 
at Keith's, second week, and sixth 
in town, came through nicely. 

Elsewhere it was the usual pre- 
holiday. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Century (Loew), “Glorious Night” 
(3,200; 25-60). Registered well. 
Stage show. $18,000, good for week. 

Stanley .(Loew), “Locked Door” 
(3,600; 25-60). Failed to hold ‘em 





out of the shops. $12,000. Not so 
good. 
Rivoli (Wilson Co.), “Evidence” 


(2,100; 25-60). Day and date with 
uptown Metropolitan, and scored. 
Exceptional before Xmas, $38,500. 





Auditorium (Schanberger), ‘“De- 
lightful Rogue” and “Very Idea” 
| (1,572; 25-$1). Better than “Jazz 


| Heaven” but double bill not strong 
| enough to offset pre-holiday. 
| $4,000. Bad. 
Keith’s (Schanberger) “Rio Rita” 
(2,500; 25-50). This film _ best 
|money-getter town has seen in 
, some time. Four weeks at Aud., 
,two at this pop stand, and still 
| strong. Holding over. $12,000, 
| Valencia (Loew), “Taming 
| Shrew” (1,200; 25-50). Day 
| date with uptown Parkway. 
another week; $2,300. 
Parkway (Loew), “Taming of 
| Shrew” (1,000; 15-35). Not up ' 
; theatre’s generally good average 
| but at lower scale, beat out its 
day and date partner, Val.; $3,000. 


of 


and | 
Just | 


Oriental, Chi, $25,200; Lowest Gross 
OF Year for House—Other Dips 





PITTSBURGH NO BETTER 
| THAN EXPECT 


Pittsburgh, Dec, 24. 
(Draw. Pop., 1,000,000) 





Weather: Fair and Cold 
Everything way off last week 
j}and weak pictures in most cases 


Wintry blast blew up latter part of 
week and also cut in. 

Though biz off, as expected, at 
two downtown sites, Penn and Stan- 
lley, drop wasn't so severe when com- 
{pared to the weekly average lately. 
|“Sherlock Holmes” (Par) well liked 
jat former, and $29,000 more than 
|presentable. Stanley had a weak 
|sister in “Tiger Rose” (WB), gen- 
erally panned and off to low $22,000. 
| Started off well but plunged after 
| first couple of days. 

“Glorifying American Girl” (Par) 


ione of season’s worst brodies at 
| Grand and yanked after terrible 
/$10,000 in 2d week. “Show of | 
Shows” (WB) not due to open until 
| Xmas Day shoved in Thursday on 
short notice. Aldine felt the de- 


pression, and “Woman Trap” (Par) | 


took house down to maybe $9,500. 
| Picture received nice notices but it 
'was just one of those weeks. 

“Rio Rita” (Radio) took tumble at 
Sheridan Square in feurth and last 
week but no kicks with $5,000. 
R-K-O house off to a flying start 
with this one and around $32,000 
for the month in a small-seater 
neighborhood something to talk 
about. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Penn (Loew's-UA) (3,300;25-35- 
60-75) —“Sherlock Holmes” well re- 
ceived and $28,000 commendable: for 
off week. 
as much as some of the others. 

Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-35-60)— 
“Tiger Rose” (WB). Weak, and 
$22,000 .can only be laid ‘at. Lupe 


Velez’ door. Mex gal draw here 
since personal . appearance last 
spring. Publix units move in here 


from Penn next week: 
Grand (WB) (2,000; 
“Glorifying American Girl” (Par). 
One of season's prize flops. Under 
$10,000' in 24 week and yanked 
Thursday for “Show of Shows’ 
(WB) not due to open until Xmas 
Day. 
Aldine 


50-75)— 


(1,900; 35-50)—“Woman 
Trap” (Par). Well liked but 
couldn’t weather seasonal . slump. 
Weak $9,500. “Condemned” (UA) 
in now on run. 

Enright (WB) (3,700; 25-35-40-60) 
—‘Jealousy” (Par). Had critics 
raving. but public not interested. 
$14,000 perhaps, but probably due 
to curiosity over the late Jeanne 
Eagels. , 

Sheridan Sq.—“Rio Rita” (Radio). 
At $5,000 in fourth and last week 
something in small-seater neigh- 
borhood. Probably $32,000 for four- 
week run and excellent. 

Harris.—Also felt pinch of pre- 
Xmas week. Under $5,000 for “Skin- 
ner Steps Out” (U), and vaude. 


WB REVUE AT $31,000; 
$42,500 FOR MASTBAUM 


Philadelphia, Dec. 24. 

Business was low, but no lower 
than expected for the pre-holiday 
week. The Mastbaum, criterion of 
the town’s business, did about $42,- 
500 with “Navy Blues,” averagely 
good at this time. Only. other 
Stanley house to show strength was 
the Boyd, which had “Show of 
Shows,” which got $31,000, and 
thereby led the local extended runs. 

Stanley was a bust with the -°c- 
ond week of “Hollywood Revue,” 
tabbed at $10,000. Stanton did about 
$7,000 with the first week of “Mys- 
terious Island.” Good notices. but 
failed to click with the public. The 
Aldine being closed, Fox-Locust 
naturally benefited, but with “Sunny- 
side Up” it got less than $11,000, 
not enough to realize an even break. 
The Fox and “Nix On Dames” had 
an above average, week. About 
$30,500 on a picture receiving just 
ordinary notices. The Earle and 
“Return of Sherlock Holmes,” with 
a special plug from the Warner- 
Stanley Company. drew $20,900, ex- 
ceptionally credtaible under the cir- 
cumstances, 

Estimates for Last Week 

Mastbaum (4,800; 
“Navy Blues” (M-G). Good business 
considering period; $42,500. 

Boyd (2,400; 35-50-75)—“Show of 
Shows” (WB). Estimated at good 
$31,000; indicates five or six weeks 
unless unforeseen obstacles arise. 

Fox (3,000: 99)—“Nix On Dames” 











(Fox). About $30,000; okay. 
| Ertanger—“Great Gabbo” (World- 
wide), far under ywee'-ly average 
at $15,900: second week this house 
has «i ifered by the book Ing 
Fox-Locust (1,800; ir —‘Sunny- 
eg 1 Lt (Fox). Afrer $8 550 d- cided 
i i.e ils fe , “Sky 
, Har .” (Fox) will open Christmas 
Day. 


Doesn't indicate slump. 


35-50-75) — | 





Chicago, Dec. 24. 
Holiday season plus four days of 
lrain and a midwest blizzard pushed 
ithe b. o. into the cellar last week. 
Oriental took it on the chin for a 
| knockout, low of the year with $25,- 
;200. This house has the B. & K 
| staff plenty worried, with the boys 
jat a loss to explain the recent bad 
slump at this deluxe spot. Are get- 
{ting together for concentrated effort 
fon this house, with the pick of the 


|pictures and a big spread on the 
| stage 
| Garbo held the Chicago to a‘gooad 


j figure in spite of the weather, even 
bringing up the gross four grand 
above the previous week. The sec- 
ond week for the pictures at the run 
{houses meant a slide in the money, 

“Disraeli” holding the best at Me- 
| Vicker’s. Picture is getting the 
jclass patronage of the town, with 
| plenty of carriage trade. “Romance 
|of Rio Grande.” at the Roosevelt, 
jand “Live Ghosts,” at the United 
| Artists, weren't so satisfactory. Both 





out Xmas day. At the Roosevelt 
|*Dynamite” will replace, while 
\““Taming of the Shrew” goes into the 


| United Artists 

| State-Lake, vaudfilm, got a bad 
| break last week, the installation of 
the new marquee being slowed by 
the weather, so that to many people 
the dark front meant closed house. 
$20,000 worst figure in  nfany 
months, and just a couple of grand 
out of the red. At the Woods the 
indie special, “Great Gabbo,” drew 
mixed notices and fair biz, $12,000. 
“Vagabond Lover,” in day after 
xmas. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Chicago (Publix-B & K)—‘Kiss” 
(M-G), stage show (4,400; .50-85). 
Garbo silent leader of loop;. $46,500 
and satisfied, with season and 
weather. 

McVicker’s (Publix-B & K)— 
“Disraeli” (WB) (1,855; 50-85). Held 
up after great newspaper notices 
and drew the class mob. $28,009. 

Monroe (Fox)—‘“Seven Faces” 
(Fox) (1,120; 80-75). Rave notices 
didn’t mean anything to folks who 
patronize this house. Not so good 
at $3,800. 

Oriental (Publix-B & K)—‘Mar- 
riage Playground” (Par) stage show 
(3,500; 50-85). Bottom of year’s low 
at $25,200. B & K chiefs are getting 
set to spend time and money on this 
spot to bring it back. Last week's 
gross over $10,000 under average. 

Orpheum (Warner) — “Everybody 
Happy” (WB) (799; 50-75). Played 
day and date with Avalon, south- 
side deluxer, $6,900. Holds over. 

Roosevelt (Publix-B & K)—"“Ro- 
mance Rio Grande” (Fox) (1,500; 
50-85). Dropped off sharply and wil 
be yanked in middle of week. $16,909. 

State-Lake (RKO)—“Shannons of 
Broadway” (U) vaude (2,700; 50- 
75). House front dark, new mar-. 
quee being installed; bill no special 
draw, weather, season; bad at $20,- 
000. 

Studebaker (Insull) — “Hunting, 
Tigers” (Indie) (1,298; 650-$1.50). . 
Excellent three weeks at this legit 
spot. $7,500. House back to legit. 

United Artists (Publix-UA)— 
“Live Ghosts” (UA) (1,700; 50-35). 
Disappointed from start. Last week — 
$16,600; previous and first week 
$22,900. Out Xmas day. 

Woods (RKO)—"“Great Gapbo” 
(World-Wide) (1,200; 50-85). Mixed 
reports from dailies. Only fair with 
$12,000. Picture leaves Dec. 26. 


“PICCADILLY,” ENGLISH, 
DREW NEW TRADE 


Portland, Ore., Dec. 24. 
Business wasn’t so bad last week. 
A British film did alright at the, 
Oriental, and the Rialto had a triple 


bill, 
Estimates for Last Week 

Broadway — (Fox) (2,000; 25-60) 
“Romance of Rio Grande” (Fox). 
Registered fairly. $14,500. 

United Artists—(Parker-Fox) (1,- 
200; 25-60). Second week of “Hal- 
lelujah” (M-G) and okay; $8,000. 

Alder—(Parker-Fox) (1,200; 25- 
50) “Wise Girls.” Went over as com- 
edy talker: $4,909. “ 

Portland—( Publix) (3,500; 25-60) 
“Glorifying American Gri,” (Par). 
Big exploitation but registered only 
average; $8,100. 

Rialto — (Publix) (2,000: 25-50) 
“Battle of Paris,” “He Loved the 
Ladies” and “Pusher in the Face.” 
Triple bill,-got over fairly; $4,000. 
| Music Box—(Hamrick) (2,000; 25- 
| 50) “Skinner Steps Out’ (U). Com- 
)edy film all right at $7,500. 

, Blue Mouse—(Hamrick) (800; 25- 
|\50) “Her Private Affair’ (Pathe).° 
Around $3,500. 

| Oriental — (Tebbett<) (2,700; 25- 
|35) “Piccadilly.” Proved best book- 
‘ing for months. British made film 




















| drew new patronage to house: $7,500. 

| Orpheum — (KO) (2.000; 25-60) 
“Jazz Heaven” (Radio). Fair at 

| $9,500. 

| Dufwin—(Duffy) (1.400: 25-$1.25% 


j Henry Duffy Players in “Her Night 
; Out,” May guest star; re- 

turn week of play given last month; 
i quoted $5,000; too hich. 


tobson 
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PICTURES 


Wild Animals in Africa Curious, = 
Not Dangerous, Say Film People 


Metro’s company, just returne@ 
from working on “Trader Horn,” in 
Africa, feels that they have been to 


VARIETY 


Film Stocks Steadier 


that the next recovery is now in 
the making, although it may not 
manifest itself until along in Feb- 
ruary. Meantime the cliques are 
leaving alone the old leaders and 
accumulating lines of lesser stocks 
which they hope to build into new 
leaders later on. 























(Continued from page 9) 





is going on behind the scenes here, 
but the situation is not clear, except 
that strong support always appears 
to be at hand at 16%, the bottom 
touched since the October smash to 
12. One view is that the big corpo- 











Star in a Spot 





io? ; banking capital behind : hades and back. 
RKO. ales ve is. in sees: of | Aspect of the list suggests that It’s an ill wind that doesn’t Once Africa is reached the locale } 
Fox and there are large possibilities | * S900 many gongs fias — Byer blow a couple of Hollywood |/is not waiting. Eight thousang | 
dh pibiehies Gaunt dun tae 0 look sic or purposes 0 , , . The recent Africa had 
phe at icra gd on ged “stil cumulation." There is no Bric, Sor a fl! ‘ae is said to roger’ the foliage Veutmele call : 
’ > b- e's instance, in a strong company like ; “ 
vague. Reported also big buying have made at least one film different natives needed in the pice 


Loew’s going to a basis of nearly 
10% return. Merits of Loew have 
been pointed out by financial writ- 
ers many times during the recent 


,orders are in around 15. 

Last ten days have brought de- 
velopments that played entirely in 
the bears’ hands. First the recov- 


company breathe easier in re- 
gard to a male star, 

Actor had a terrific contract 
but when the tide started to 


ture. With 92 tons of equipment 
every step was a struggle. 
Sickness and every imaginable ines 


attracts no sect pest had to be guarded against, 




















ery from the Nov. 13 bottom had 
gone too far and too fast and cre- 
ated a technical market situation 
made to order for a reaction. All 
it needed was a bold bear attack 
and prices melted. Then tax selling 
came in on recessions. On top of 
that the series of receiverships 
shook buyers’ nerves again. By then 
whatever bullish sentiment there 
had been for the pre-holiday days 
was thoroughly dissipated with the 
result that what had looked like 
bargains at the top of the recovery 
began to be examined anew through 
dark glasses. 


Money Tightens 

Monday a new influence bore 
down on the market. The money 
market tightened with the call rate 
moving up to 544% in the last hour 
just in time to nip a late rally. Stif- 
fening of money at this time is quite 
normal, due to seasonal shifting of 
funds to the interior and withdraw- 
als for the holidays, but this year 
there is also the export of gold to 
foreign capitals, amounting in three 
weeks past to $90,000,000, and of 
course making a shrinkage in avail- 
able credit of about 10 times that 
amount. Corporation withdrawals 
for year-end payments should re- 
strict credit further. 
These developments would prob- 
ably mean nothing in themselves to 
a market bolstered by confidence, 
but the ticker following is full of 
nerves and there is a suspicion that 
the big banks are determined to 
block any public participation in 
a boom market for a long time and 
divert capital to the bond list, the 
plan being to pave the way for 
heavy foreign financing here. 
There’s no sense in inspiring a bul! 
market of any size without the pub- 
lic being in. It was the huge public 
following that made possible the 
new financing of corporations in the 
last four years that reached stag- 
gering proportions. 

Prepare New Leaders 

The disheartening thing about the 
market is the ease with which the 
bears can hammer down such lead- 
ing stocks as Consolidated Gas, 
American Can and the old leader, 


slump, but the stock 
following. What amounts to assur- 
ance that Paramount will go on a 
$4 basis in the spring has had no 
result except to accelerate the de- 
cline. Both stocks at current levels 
look like real bargains for the long 
pull, regardless of manipulation in 
the near future. 


Pathe Bonds 


There are several other strange 
looking details in the picture. Pathe 
| bonds in relatively heavy trading 
last week broke to 29% at which 


price the $7 rate represents nearly 
25% yield. Pathe bonds probably 
would be worth more than that in 
liquidation. Monday there was a 
feeble recovery to around 33 at the 
close. 

Universal’s 8% preferred is an- 
other stock that has reached re- 
markable figures, appearing as low 
as 28 recently. Universal has some 
financing to do around the first of 
the year when more than $2,000,000 
of funded debt is due, but even 
that scarcely justifies such prices. 
Keith-Orpheum preferred has not 
appeared on the tape in days, being 
last quoted around 78. Senior issue 
is convertible 3 for 1 into R-K-O 
common, and the improved future 
for the common probably is reflect- 
ed here in determined longs. Bid 
and asked Monday were 73% bid, 78 
asked. Stock really represents a 
long term privilege on the common 
and meanwhile is paying $7 a year. 
Orpheum preferred paying $8 is an- 
other apparently held down for 
shakeout purposes and selling Mon- 
day at 59. It is convertible two for 
one for R«K-O common, 

Statistical survey for last week 
shows 23 stocks and bonds on big 
board and curb off an aggregate of 
75 points, and only one issue up, 
Universal preferred, which gained 
3% from its low. Radio Corp. led 
in sales of 1,193,000 shares, with 
Fox second with turnover of 328,000. 
There were no new highs, but seven 
new lows for 1929 or longer, in- 
cluding Fox A at 19%; American 
Seating at 19%; Pathe common at 
2%, Pathe A at 4%, Shubert com- 
mon at 9%, Pathe bonds at 29% 





Steel. One ingenious explanation is 


—1 








and Shubert bonds at 48. 


Summary for week ending December 2%: 


STOCK EXCHANGE 





Net 
High, Low. Sales, Issue and rate. High Low. Last Chee. 
41% 19% 1,400 American feat (2)..... socccccee 21 *19% 19% —1% 
253% 10 1,600 Consol. Film (2).......... covcce *17% 14% 14% 
15% 4,000 Consol. Film pfd. (2)...cecee0.. 203 19 19 —1% 
264% 150 41,000 Eastman Kodak (8)........ coos 182 166% 172% -9 
10556 19% 328,000 Fox Class A (4)....... eovccesese§ 42% 19% 26% —13% 
138 70 100 Keith pf. (7)..... Ceccece eceese Ps 78 78 78 —7 
8114 82 21,900 Toew (8%) Sab oath eesesss 48% 4016 42 —5 
110% 80 me Ee ET Rae ee 86 85 85 —3 
24 10% 3,200 Madison Sq. Garden (1%)..... ‘8 13% 13% —% 
27 21% 900 Met.-G.-M. pref, (1.89).......... 2356 2356 2356 ee 
95% 50% ers Seen MS Os doses cep 0teesened 64 58 58 
74% 5 47,500 Paramount-Fam.-Lasky (3)..... 51% 44% 48% —3% 
14% 2% 18,000 Pathe Exchange ...... gedpocses 3% 2% 2 —2% 
30 414 7,600 Pathe Class Bi ccccccvccceccecce 6% 4% 6% —% 
114% 26 1,193,300 Radio Corp..... ccesscocecccccssn 40% 3656 40% -—5 
467% 12 86,200 Radio-K-O ........ cccccccesccoe 20% 16% 11% —2% 
74% 10% 2,500. Shubert = ....ccc.ccee ecccccccess§ 12% 10% 16% —3% 
93 28 80 Universal pref. (8)..,sccecsesess %37 33 361% +8% 
6414 30 131,400 Warner Bros. (4).......... cooee. 4% 86% 40 —3 
5944 25% 2,000 Warner Bros. pref. (2.20)...... 389 36 -3 
CURB 
36 22 cous  COtmmmie  PHCts... occ ccces g®adee mS 26% es 
87% 5 89,500 Fox Theatres ..........ee0. eoee 9% 5% 6% —2'% 
GHile 24 18,400 Gen. The. Eq. V. T. Cu.ccocsee 32% 26% 29 —2% 
49% 7™ votes Loew Rts...cccce eeeccecccccccs es ee 14 os 
19 % 102,500 Sonora Prod 214 % % —2 
19 9% SOG Univ. Picts. .ccccccccncecsscccese 10% 91% 9% —2% 
*Ex dividend 
BONDS 
97 74% Dien. MOR WE: "AB. vxicdeSivnce chaos 80 78 78% —1% 
124 96 23,000 Loew 6's, ’41.......6. secsccece 102% 102% 102% +% 
10014 &8 6,000 Bae Ge Win « 6 000 06d00860n00060 93% 91% 91% 
20%°" 21,000 Pathe 7; "OTs. ccs cccccccsceves 43 29% 29% --10% 
100% 91% 9,000 Par-Fam-Lasky 6'@, '47......0.. 99 941% 95 —4 
91% no Dae” MONE Obs chess ckabsnccsnees cde 52 49% 50 - 2 
101 90 5,000 Warner Bros. 6's, '39 (Curb).... 93 90 90 —1% 
ISSUES IN OTHER MARKETS 
All Quoted for Monday 
Over the Counter, N. Y. 
PRODUCE EXCHANGE, N. Y. 
és - ee. TUENGID oc kt chcnsbssseenusev 42 42 42 -—1% 
Quoted in bid and asked. 
Prev. 
Bid. Asked. Bid. High Low Last. 
18 20 17 Roxy, Class A (3.50)..... eececse ° - ee ee 
18% 201% 17% WRI GO. ccccccccccese Pe eeeteeee ee oe ee 
1% 2% 1% URit GO. .s.cccvccecsccccccs eeeee oe °° oe 
1 3 2 De Forest Phono......scecscece . oo oo ee 
41% 43 2 BOCMMOOIOE 6000 centesccscoesees e oe eo o6 
Los Angeles 
Salés. 
aa as GO Roach, INC... .cccccccses Secccece 74 7% 7% 
oe oe 100 Fox Theatres............+. eovcce 5% 5% 5% 
Montreal 
os oo 400 Famous Players—Can.......... - 85% 35 35 
Toronto 
oe ae 205 Famous PIAVCTS. ccsccccscccccces 3814 34 35 





Season’s Greetings 


MAURICE BARON 


Staff Composer, Roxy, New York 
Beginning Dec. 20 (for two weeks) 
his original score in the operetta, 


“Babes in the Woods.” Acclaimed 
by the press of New York. 


PUBLIX WILL BRING IN 











Publix district managers are to 
be provided with special opportu- 
nities for first-hand knowledge of 
how the home office functions. Plan 
calls for special congresses of the 
district captains in New York. 
Approximately 60 district man- 
agers are affected, only those dis- 
trict heads whose territories are 
in such shape that business will 
permit them the trip and stay being 
considered. It is likely that each 
congress will not include more than 
eight or 10 district managers at any 
period. . 
These periods are to extend about 
four or five weeks for each group. 
During this time visiting district 
chiefs will be privileged to ransack 
the home departments for all in- 
formation that may come to mind. 
Idea, according to report, is to lay 
the foundation of an instruction 
schoo] for district managers. Pub- 
lix already has a student manager 
school and a managerial instruction 
unit. 

The district managers will be 
tipped off by Dave Chatkin, man- 
aging director of Publix Theatres, 
and Jack Barry, director of person- 
nel, 





W. ES FIREPROOF SHEET 


Western Electric announces it has 
perfected a fireproof sheet which 
will be included in the regular 
sound equipment purchased in the 
future. 

It is reported that for some time 
underwriters have been endeavor- 
ing to persuade the electrics to 
make the move. 

Wired houses will be taxed from 
$75 up for the new product, it is 
learned. 


Leo Morrison East 

Leo Morrison is in New York for 
about 10 days looking over his local 
office in charge of Maxwell Arnow. 

The agent has been in Hollywood 
for about a year. He has built up 
a placement business there of some 
moment on the coast. 








Metro’s Sequel 
Hollywood, Dec. 24. 

M-G will make a talker sequel of 
“Dancing Daughters” and “Modern 
Maidens,” both silents, starring 
Joan Crawford. 

Studio has picked “Our Blushing 
Brides” as a title for the third in 
the series. Yarn will be manufac- 
tured on the lot. 


DIST. MGRS. BY GROUPS| 





Space Givers Tabbed 


Taking the trouble to check 
up on the amount of publicity 
crashed thus far this year in 
two trade papers printing more 
p. a. copy than any others, 
“Motion Picture News” and 
“Exhibitors’ Herald,” Metro 
lays claim to having copped 
more inches than any other 
producer-distributor. 

Metros checkup shows that it 
crashed 2,003 inches, about 40 
pages, in the “Herald” from 
Jan. 1 to Dec. 1, and 1,294 
inches, about 26 pages, in the 
“News” in this period. Par in 
both cases, according to the 
figures, ranked second, land- 
ing 1,420 inches in the “Her- 
ald” and 1,090 in the “News.” 

















go out he found himself riding 
the first pontoon. Needing 
cash, and quick, the star is 
reported to have SOS’d his 
firm which, knowing when a 
spot’s a spot, made acquiesc- 
ing a pleasure on condition 
that certain contract clauses 
be rewritten to make the 
whole resemble a normal piece 
of paper. 

It being no time to quibble, 
the dynamite has been ex- 
tracted. 











BRILL REMAINING INDIE? 


Fox Deal Off But Sale To WB Still 
Possible 








Fox deal to acquire the Sol Brill 
chain of 11 houses on Staten Island 
and in New Jersey, ready to be 
closed when the Fox company was 
placed into trusteeship, has been 
dropped. Brill, providing negotia- 
tions are not reopened with War- 
ners, at. one time interested, will 
continue as an independent, 

This chain and the A, H. Schwartz 
circuit of 26 houses in Brooklyn and 
Long Island are the only indie out- 
fits of importance in the east to re- 
main strictly independent. 
Schwartz string has been looked 
over by both Fox and Warners, with 
neither buying due to the reported 
high price asked by .Schwartz for 
an outright sale, including many 
valuable real estate properties. All 
proposals to lease the, Schwartz 
houses were turned down by the 
owner. 





Calliope’s Noise in Front 
Of Theatre Starts Plenty 


Mt. Clemens, Mich., Dec, 24. 

For defending his father’s right 
to station an advertising calliope in 
front of a theatre in Utica, near 
here, Max Krim, 20, son of Leon 
Krim, lessee of the Bijou and Max- 
comb theatres in this city, faces an 
assault and battery charge before 
Justice William Swan Christmas 
eve. 

VY. Barron Edward, 18, part owner 
of the theatre in Utica, had enlisted 
the aid of other youths in forcing 
the Krim calliope away from his 
theatre. It is charged young Krim 
later broke into Edward’s home and 
knocked him cold, 

Sol Krim, another son of the the- 
atre lessee, faces charge of resist- 
ing an officer who attempted to keep 
him and the calliope out of the 
business district after the city com- 
mission had declared it a nuisance. 





Girls Now Talking 


Hollywood, Dec. 24. 

M-G will remake “Sally, Irene 
and Mary,” formerly made silently 
with Joan Crawford, Constance 
Bennett and Saliy O'Neil. 

Josephine Lovett is arranging the 
script to fit the talkers which will 
be heavy of music. None of the 
original three will be in the talker 





Closed B. O. at 8:30 P. M. 


Chicago, Dec. 24. 

Blizzard’s opening force was so 
violent that trade at the Sheridan 
(Fox), Irving and Sheridan road, 
dropped to a dribb and the box 
office was closed at 8:30, 

Wind-swept boulevard kept the 
neighborhood patrons in their 
apartments. 





“Signal Tower” With Talk 
Hollywood, Dec, 24. 
Universal will talkerize “The 
Signal Tower,” with which Clarence 


four. years ago. 
Paul Gangelin, Pathe writer, has 
been engaged to dialog it. 





William Holden 
(Radio). 

Monte Katterjohn doing script for 
“Song of the Island” (Tiff). 


in “Framed” 





Brown won his spurs as a silent |} 


Aside from discomforts the dangerg 
of wild Africa are a myth, they say, 
Animals are more curious than 
ferocious, and will always leave 
humans alone if they are not dige 
turbed. The casualties occurring 
amongst white hunters are usually 
owing to carelegsness upon the 
hunters’ part, it is claimed. 

The buffalo is the keenest and 
most dangerous, When cameraing 
a herd of buffalo the party got into 
a tight enough place to have one 


of its camera men exclaim, “Say, 
does any one what a camera 
cheap?” 


“Fresh” Animais 

W. S. Van Dyke, the director of 
the Metro company, says that they 
broke every precedent in Africa, ine 
cluding orders not to touch alcoholioe 
beverages, and yet the entire party 
of 85 white and 128 blacks came out 
alive. Animals, he also says, are 
nice to work with. They all look 
alike and so you can’t start with 
one and finish up with another, 
Only four lions, two rhinos and two 
buffaldes that tried to get fresh 
were shot. Any number could have 
been slaughtered without trouble. 

One of the main difficulties of 
Africa is that a name and supposed 
place may be on the map, but that 
doesn’t mean anybody lives there 
or has ever been there. If it had 
not been for a number of Ford 
trucks the company would prob« 
ably never have gotten any place. 

After seven months of African 
jungle, Hollywood looks like a 
pretty good place to take pictures 
in, says Van Dyke. 


W. E. and Trade Papers 


Western Electric is handing out 
the startling information that dur- 
ing 1929 it took more paid space in 
the trade papers than any of the 
other manufacturers. of _ talker 
equipment. 

According to its line-up, and W. 
E,. some time ago announced that 
its trade paper budget was $20,000, 
RCA Photophone is next, with Pa« 
cent third and De Forest last. 

The other companies W. KE 
doesn’t figure. 








Neilan-Stromberg Fuss 


Hollywood, Dec. 24. 
Marshal Neilan, directing “The 
Song Writer,” and Hunt Stromberg, 
producer for M-G-M, quarreled over 
making of picture. 
Harry Beaumont will finish the 
picture instead of Neilan. 





Tiffany’s 26 Shorts 


Hollywood, Dec. 24. 
Tiffany will produce 26 “Voice of 
Hollywood” single reel subjects, in« 
stead of 13. 
These are being made at the Tec- 
Art studios. 





RENEE ADOREE FREELANCING 


Hollywood, Dec. 24. 

After seven years with M-G-M 
Renee Adoree leaves that company 
Feb. 1. 

Miss Adoree played in “Redemp- 
tion” (dialog), not yet released, but 
since that time has been farmed out 
to other producers. She will free- 
lance, 





Chevalier On Coast 
Hollywood, Dec. 24. 

Following “Strictly Dishonorable,” 
to be made in the east by Para- 
mount, Maurice Chevalier will be 
brought here to do a picture with 
Ludwig Berger directing. 

Studio is now looking for a suit- 
able yarn. 





Starring Cooper 
Hollywood, Dec. 14. 
Paramount will star Gary Coope? 
in “Civilian Clothes,” play by 
Thompson Buchanan. Edward 





Sutherland will direct it. 
Lew Lipton will adapt it. 






















































































































cale 
and 
ore@ 
and ° 
pice 
1ent 


ine 
inst, 
Eerg 
say, 
han 
ave 
dis« 
ring 
ally 

the 


and 
1ing 
into 

one 
Say, 
1era, 


r of 
they 
ine 
10lio 
arty 
out 


look 
with 
her, 

two 
resh 
1ave 


s of 
osed 
that 
here 


Ford 
robe 


ican 
e & 
ures 


rs 


out 
dure 
‘ce in 
the 
ilker 


i WwW. 
that 
),000, 

Pa« 


24. 
ce 
s, in- 


Tec- 


SING 


G- ‘M 
pany 
emp- 
|, but 


d out 
free- 


suite 


14, 
ooper 


rard 








4. WRaMOERY “December 25, 1929 





VARIETY 13 















Cut Out All Season Passes, 


Says Chain Theatre Man: 
Courtesy Grossly Abused 





One of the theatre chains, check- 
ing up on the pass situation, 


quiring its managers to submit 


complete lists of season puss hold- | 


ers with reasons for the inclusion 
of each. City officials, policemen 
and firemen outnumber newspaper 
men on many of the lists. 

One theatre in a middle western 
town 


for the use of his phone in notify- 
ing local papers of program 
changes. In another theatre an 
electrician sees all the pictures in 
return for free tinkering when the 
lights go blotto. The only house 
in a town of 4,000 pop issues a sea- 
son pass to Mr. So-and-so “and 
family of four” because he is the 
retired manager of the theatre, In 
a number of instances former own- 
ers of the theatres have seemingly 
exacted a season pass in the trans- 
fer. 

The manager of a theatre in a 
city of over 100,000 population has 
been issuing 27 season passes, 
spread among ten city officials and 
two newspapers. Apparently none 
of the 17 newspaper passes go to 
dramatic departments. Thé annual 
Oakleys go to the general manager, 
the circulation manager, the classi- 
fied advertising manager, the na- 
tional advertising manager, the lo- 
cal Advertising manager, “the ad- 
vertising manager,” the city editor, 
the assistant city editor, an edito- 
rial writer and four made out to 
“representatives of the "Daily Blah- 
blah’.” 

Eleven passes issued to paper No. 
1 in another midwest metropolis in- 
clude one for each of the three 
owners and one for the foreman cf 
the composing room. Paper No. 2 
gets 11, one for the publisher and 
another credited to “son of the 
publisher.” Paper No. 3 is satisfied 
with three annuals, to ‘he publisher, 
the city editor, and the film critic. 

In one town of 4,000 the theatre 
manager provides no season passes 
for any of the news boys, but issues 
a total of 20 for city officials, start- 
ing with the mayor and including 
all eight councilmen. 

In a town of 10,000 the press is 
likewise of no importance in the 
amusement scheme, But the fire 
chief, the assistant fire chief and 
eight firemen get their year-long 
ducats. So does the chief of police, 
the assistant chief of police, the 
desk sergeants and two cops. So 
does the sheriff and the sheriff's 
wife. : 
Mrs. and Party 

A manager sent to a southern 
metropolis to take charge of one 
of the largest houses in town found 
that his best loge was permanently 
reserved for a “Mrs, Card and 
party.” A few questions among his 
personnel brought out that Mrs. 
Card was a terribly important in- 
dividual who edited a magazine and 
apparently controlled the clubwom- 
an vote and sentiment. Also that 
the pass issued to “Mrs. Card and 
party” was never presented, but 
that members of “party” were drib- 
bling in all week and escorted to 
her loge. 

The manager kept a check for a 
week to see how large Mrs. Card’s 
party was, That week totaled 66. 

Despite predictions of dire con- 
sequences if he interfered with the 
lady’s privileges, the manager 
opened the loge to cash customers 
and issued orders that the Card 
Pass be honored only when pre- 
sented personally by Mrs. Card. 

After the first turndowns under 
the new rule the news spread 
Swiftly in the circle of Mrs. Card’s 
friends and no more attempted to 
crash, Nor did Mrs. Card ever 
complain over her abridged priv- 
ileges. 

Cut Out Season Passes 

“If I had the say I would cut out 
season passes altogether,” said an 
official of one theatre circuit. “If 
the mayor, the chief of police, the 
president of the women’s club, the 
publisher of a newspaper, or any 
others are entitled to the courtesies 
of a house for any reason, the man- 
ager can use his judgment on issu- 
ing individual passes. 

“The cashiers would be furnished 
a list of accredited newspaper re- 
viewers and authorized to pass them 
in on opening days. 

‘The season pass is abused in so 


many cases that it should be elimi- 
nated entirely.” 


is re- | 





gives a season pass to the) 
proprietor of a cigar stand in return 


'N.W. Express Cos. Even Up 





Free Week-Ends 


New management of a hotel 
at Palm Springs, Cal., desert 
resort, is asking every studio to 
send its celebs for week ends 
free of charge. 

Players are going for the gag 


in a big way. 











For Delivering by Truck 





Chicago, Dec. 24. 
With film exchange trucks unable 
to distribute pictures in local ter- 


ritory as a result of last week’s 
| blizzard, express companies retali- 
ated for the recent loss of film busi- 
ness by refusing to rush film de- 
liveries. 


Result was that hundreds of ex- 
hibitors in Wisconsin, Michigan and 
Illinois, accustomed to semi-weekly 
or more changes, had no pictures. 
In many instances they were forced 
to close houses for one and two 
days. 

Excuse given by the express com- 
panies was that due to Christmas 
traffic they could not guarantee 
speed or 24-hour delivery. 


PUBLIX BUYS 100% 


Pays $1,600,000 for Leech 
in Miami Houses 








interest 





Miami, Dec. 24. 

All of the Leech interest in the 
locally operated Publix houses has 
been purchased by I’ublix. It gives 
the chain 100%. 

Publix is said to have paid $1,600,- 
000 for it. 

The deal sews up for Miami for 
Paramount, other than Universal's 
houses. 





Sale of National Circuit, 
Chi, Somewhat Intricate 


Chicago, Dec. 24. 

According to James Coston, the 
sale of the equity in the National 
Playhouses to the Bird Amusement 
Corp. of Milwaukee will make no 
immediate change since the houses 
will continue in the hands of the 
receivers and operated by the Cos- 
ton Booking circuit. 

Bondholders will bring foreclosure 
proceedings against the properties 
within two months, and at that time 
the equity-holder will be privileged 
to buy in the bonds or let the 
properties be foreclosed. 

In case of foreclosure, the Bird 
company assumes operating charge 
for 15 months, since under the 
Illinois statute the transfer of 
property following a foreclosure 
does not take place for 15 months 
following, the date of the sale; so 
that all assets and profits in that 
period will accrue to the Bird com- 
pany. 


ee ee 


J 
“Capt. Blood,” Special 
Hollywood, Dec. 24. 
“Capt. Blood” Rafael Sabitini’s 
story made by Vitagraph as a 
silent and acquired by Warner 
Brothers in the Vitagraph purchase, 
will be remade as a special for 1930. 
Studio will make the sea yarn all 
Technicolor, 
Waldemar Young, just finishing at 
Paramount, has been engaged to 
adapt the script to the talkers. 





“Rogue’s Song” at Astor 

“The Rogue’s Song,” first M-G-M 
all-color production, is tentatively 
slated to follow “Devil May Care” 
into the Astor, New York. It was 
scheduled to succeed “Hollywood 
Revue” at this $2 house, but was 
held to allow the Ramon Novarro 
talker its showing. 





Second “Dr Fu.” 
Hollywood, Dec. 24. 

Paramount will make “Return of 
Dr. Fu. Manchu” second in a series 
by Sax Rohmer. Roland Lee, who 
directed the initial Manchu, will 
also meg this one. 

Thriller is now in the hands of 





Lloyd Corrigan for adaptation. 


















| 
Rigid enforcement of the “no 





No Smoking 





smoking” rules in motion pic- 
ture studios and office and lab- 
oratory buildings where film 
is handled, with all warnings 
out, is demanded by the New 
York Fire Department in an 
order just issued. 

Where people caught smok- 
ing in these buildings were for- 











EDDIE WHITE 


Says Merry Christmas 
Master of Ceremonies at 

Earle Theatre, Philadelphia 
Fifteenth week and still going 
strong. 

‘Many thanks to Wm. Goldman 
and Harry Shaw for all they have 
done for me.” 

EDDIE. 





PUBLIX SPLIT. 
WEEKS SOUTH 


Dalias, Dec. 24. 
Publix has laid out a split week 
| policy for its combination houses 
lhere and in San Antonio. 





the present account. At the same 
sound, leaving but the two com- 
bination towns for its week’s dou- 
bling of film features and stage 
shows in this section. 
With the split, one half of the 
week will be devoted to the Publix 
stage unit and pictures, and on 
other half will be grind pictures 
only. The stage shows alternate 
between the two cities, then pro- 
ceed to New Orleans for a full 
week, 
The policy calls for twice the 
number of feature films as formerly 
since there must be a feature on 
each split in each of the two towns. 
Principal opposition locally and 
in San Antonio is the Interstate, 
playing Fox features and R-K-O 
booked vaude. 





Salt Lake City, Dec. 24. 
Report here is that Publix is 
about to change playing policy here 
and in Omaha, for its picture and 
presentation theatres. 

The stage show-feature will split 
between the two, giving each a half 
week of the stage show, with all 
pictures the other half. 


Texas Bars Films on Bus 


Dallas, Tex., Dec. 24. 

Films must not be transported in 
Texas by motor bus, according to a 
ruling passed by the railroad com- 
mission Thursday. 

Order came following investiga- 
tion of a bus fire near San Antonio 
some time ago. Claimed the fire, 
which killed three persons, was 
caused by exploding films. 

Local exchanges have been using 
busses extensively for sending films 
to west Texas and the Rio Grande 
valley. 


Ohio Again Kicks Out 











Toledo, Dec. 24. 

Ohio censors again threw out 
First National’s “Wedding Rings” 
after giving the Pantheon permis- 
sion to show it four days without 
a cut. 

The picture must be remade if 
shown in Ohio, 

Theatre got word just two hours 
before scheduled opening. 





“Royal Box’s” Hideaway 

Warner’s German talker “The 
Royal Box,” featuring Moissi, open- 
ed at top prices Tuesday at the 
sure seater 5th Avenue Playhouse. 

It is the premiere in this country. 
Talker was made in Warner's 
Brooklyn, .N. Y., studios. 





Having completed “The Case of 
Sergeant Grischa” for Radio, Her- 
bert Brenon arrived in New York 
Monday. 





U'S NEWSREEL NOW 


It will 
zo into effect during February from | 


time Publix in Houston will go all 


F N’s “Wedding Rings” 


merly given a first warning, 
now anyone caught with a iit 
cig, cigar or pipe will be hand- 
ed a “ticket” to appear in court. 





| 








| 
| 


IN 3,217 THEATRES 


Universal’s newsreel is booked 
into 3,217 theatres, reported to be 
only 183 less than those which the 
|company realized in its Hearst In- 
ternational hook-up a year ago. Of 
the figure 40% is represented as 48 
ing in wired houses which use U’ 
“talking reporter’ disc service. 








The Laemmle organization says 
it is gradually working into the 
| big chains, its reel getting pro- 
| jections in some of the Fox and 


of town grinds. 


“BLAZE 0’ GLORY" — COHAN 


“Hell’s pasiian due in Spring— 
Hughes After “Sons o’ Guns” 


| Publix out 








Sono-Art’s “Blaze o’ Glory,” with 





Eddie Dowling, comes into the $2 
|Cohan, New York, Monday (Dec, 
130). “Hunting Tigers” will close 
lafter two and a half weeks, 
Howard Hughes, Caddo’s head, 


ihas issued instructions not to sub- 
lease the house after March 1. Ex- 
pectation is that “Hell’s Angels” will 
be ready to make its long delayed 
debut at that time. 

Hughes is reported nibbling for 
|the securance of the picture rights 
to “Sons o’ Guns,” current Broad- 
way musical. 





Union Operators at Same 
Topeka Scale as Paid 


Topeka, Dec. 24. 

Effective yesterday (23), all local 
theatres again operated by union 
men. Contract was signed by To- 
peka stage hands, operators and 
musicians with Fox West Coast. 

This ends a walkout which start- 
ed Labor Day, 1928, when the Na- 
tional Theatres Co., since selling | 
to Fox, declared open shop. 

Under new contract, top scale 
for booth men is $55, same as was 
paid non-union men. Only two 
stage hands will be employed, and 
no musicians, 

Fox will have closed three local 
theatres by the end of the year. 
Orpheum and Cozy have already 
gone dark. Latter was a steady 
loser. Novelty re-opened with talk- 
ers. 





Can’t Cast 


Hollyweed, Dee 24. 

Unable to get the proper cast at 
this time for “Murder On the Sec- 
ond Floor,” production has been 
moved ahead on the First National 
program to next summer. 

Sidney Blackmer, slated for the 
male lead will appear in “Other 
Men’s Wives” at the same studio. 





ORIENTAL’S DRIVE 


Chicago, Dec. 24. 

Publix-B. & K. this week start 
an intensive campaign to bring the 
Oriental back into stride. House 
has been in a bad slump for two 
months, 

Theatre will get the pick of pic- 
tures, plus special stage shows and 
orchestral features. Bill Pine, for- 
merly in charge of publicity for 
both the Oriental and McVicker’s, 
will now concentrate on the former 
site. 





Fire at New Brighton 
New Brighton; Pa., Dec. 24. 

Damage estimated at $35,000 was 
caused to the Empire, New Brigh- 
ton, by an early morning fire. 
Flames destroyed the rear part of 
the theatre, including the screen, 
talker equipment and a new organ, 
ij among other equipment. 

Firemen confined the blaze to the 
rear. Auditorium damaged only by 
water. 

The theatre is owned by Charles 


JUDGE THACHER 
CONFERS ON 
BEHAVIOR 





Meet Hays’ and Dept. Jus- 


tice Counsel—Described 
s “Smiling” 


Following a four-hour conference 


Monday afternoon with government 


land Hays’ attorneys, Federal Justice 


Thacher, shortly returned from 
abroad, indicated that he will com- 
plete his outline for the film indus- 
try’s behavior during 1930, shortly 
after New Year's 

Judge Thacher is described as 
“smiling” at a lot of the suggestions 
and conditions turned in by Gabe 
Hess, representing Hays, and Jolin 
Lord O’Brien with Stanley Thomp- 


ison appearing for the Depariment 
of Justice. 

While it was understood that the 
different written versions of the 
Union League Club conferences 


would be presented to Judge Thach- 
er, denial was made at the Hays 
office Tuesday that such had been 
the case, 


There was no clash among coun- 
sel in the judge’s private chambers, 
it was averred, but the producer 
angle of the get-together is that 
while the govern:nent didn’t seem 
to know exactly what it wanted, 
Judge Thacher clearly in@icated he 
has what will be incorporated in 
the decree already in mind. 

Hays men are confident arbitra- 
tion, called off awaiting the deci- 
sion, will be continued ir. January 
in the same old way, with the pos- 
sible exclusion of a few minor de- 
tails. 





ORGAN JUDGMENT 


Wurlitzer Co. Has One Against 
House at Kingston, N. Y. 








A judgment for $5,200 has been 
filed in the Supreme Court against 
Walter Reade by the Rudolph Wur- 
litzer Co. for a balance due on a 
$13,750 organ purchased by the 
Broadway theatre, at Kingston, 


The suit was brought against 
Reade because he bought out the 
jinterest of Harry Lazarus in the 
Kingston Theatre Corp, for $125,- 
000 in September last and agreed 
to take over all of its obligations, 


Report Publix-Shenandoah 
Purchase at $2,000,000 


Lynchburg, Va., Dec. 24. 

Entire holdings of the Shenan- 
doah Valley Theatre Corp., subsid- 
lary of Universal, have been sold to 
Paramount-Publix for a reputed 
$2,000,000. Nine houses are involv- 
ed, located as follows: Two in Win- 
chester, two in Harrisonburg, two 
in Staunton, two in Lexington and 
one in Clifton Forge. All are wired. 
Same company owns three in Dan- 
ville but, it is understood, these 
are not affected. 


Deal is the second to be carried 
out by Paramount since it came 
into Virginia three months ago. The 
other transaction was at Lynchburg, 
where the company bought four 
theatres outright and the site for 
a fifth, 

Report is that Isaae Weinberg, 
who founded the Shenandoah chain 
and was its president and general 
manager, will remain as general 
manager. 








Fox Cutting Off Players 


Hollywood, Dec. 24. 

Fox’s list of contract players is 
now in the process of pruning. It 
will eliminate Dorothy Burgess and 
Paul Page when their options come 
up for renewal at the end of this 
month. 

Others are to follow with ex- 
piration of contracts next Spring. 





Chaney’s Silent 


Hollywood, Deé. 24. 
Lon Chaney’s next for M-G will 
be “Sergt. Bull” adapted from the 
novel “Brother Officers.” 








McDanel; leased by Mary Scaffell 
tand C. IL Lewin. 


It is an English romantic war 
story and will be produced as a 
silent. 
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THE SONG HIT 
OF HITS . 


“THE DAY 
- ff YOU FALL 
IN LOVE” 











Sung by 


LUPE VELEZ 


MONTE BLUE and LUPEVELEZ ¢ - tema’ 
. be GC E rR ROS E’ : S M. WITMARK & SONS 


























“Vitaphone” is the registered trade-mark of The Vitaphone Corporation designating its products 
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Selected as the ning Attraction for 


| WARNER BROS. 


BEACON THEATRE 


NEW YORK 
ES 


A Gorseous Vitaphone Picturization of 
WILLARD MACK’S famous stage play. 


cAdapted by 
HARVEY THEW and GORDON RIGBY 














— 


nm 





With a distinguished cast including 
H. B. WARNER 
: GRANT WITHERS * GASTON GLASS 
RIN TIN TIN * TULLY MARSHALL 
Directed by 
GEORGE FITZMAURICE 
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Inside Stuff—Pictures 





“Radio Titan,” the following: 





Baldpate’.” 

Studio hanger-on set out to make a film on the angle of a couple 
of autograph hounds reaching the Coast and meeting all the stars. Set 
his camera up at recent premieres and stole material, but ran out of 
cash before the pieture was finished. 

Raffled off his watch, selling tickets at several studios, and raised 


enough to finish the picture. Now figuring how to purloin sound. 





A number of alleged Hollywood picture trade papers are doing every- 
thing within their power to catch secret pre-views in out of town places, 
despite requests of the producers to lay off until the picture is in some 
final state of completion for a printed criticism. Latest gag adopted is 
that of appointing relatives or friends living in out of town places to 
‘catch the film and write the review. 








Glendoa Allvine, Fox publicity head in New York, re-printed an article 
from Arts and‘ Decorations and a syndicated boiler plate about his 
futuristic home in Long Beach, the first building completely done in 
the cock-eyed motif, and is broadcasting the propaganda as his Christ- 
mas greetings. 

From the Coast Frank Whitbeck, Fox Theatres’ chief publicist, also 
tells the world about his home, one of those places where the car is 
parked at the foot of a peak and visitors crawl up a ladder to the 
bungalow. Not futuristic up there, but dizzy. 





The old racket of promising girls a picture career met its waterloo 
when Ruth Mack stalled her car on the way to work and a passing 
motorist stopped to give her aid. After fixing the trouble, he started 
by saying she was the ideal type for pictures and he could fix it so she 
could meet the right director who would give her a chance. Miss Mack 
let him rave, then politely told her “discoverer” that she happened to be 
the assistant casting director at the First National studfos. 





Stage writer was under contract at a Hollywood studio for 30 weeks, 
at $2,000 a week, during which time he and the studio couldn’t get to- 
gether on a story. He returned to New York and the Hollywood execs 
posted the $60,000 as dead loss. He was back less than two weeks when 
the home office gave him another contract for the same period and price 
‘and he is now back on the same lot, where the execs figure him the most 
expensive luxury to date. 





As a gesture of appreciation for the hospitality extended the company 
while on location nearby, Inspiration will give Tampa, Florida, the world 
premiere on “Hell Harbor.” Picture will play the Tampa, Publix house, 
late in January. Tickets are now being sold for the opening perform- 
nce specially scaled at $2.50 and a big social event for the town. 

»| Company spent 10 weeks in the Tampa district receiving many favors 
from the Chamber of Commerce and citizenry. 

















The Association of M. P. Producers, assignee, has applied for a patent 
on an optical device to adjust or correct the amount of distortion in the 
Screened image caused by angle of projection. The device was developed 
by G. F. Rackett, director of the association’s technical bureau. He 
Says it can be adjusted to compensate for sideral distortion apparent to 
Spectators at extreme angles from the screen, as well as to the elongation 
resulting from the elevation of the projection machine. 





Ed Porter, formerly of Paramount and inventor of various mechanical 

“gontrivances for studio uses, has a pocket-sized 16 mm. camera which 

will retail at $10. A company to exploit the invention is beinz organized. 
‘Unusual feature of the camera is a spring that winds and re-winds. 

Cartridge of 100 feet will fit and a “fool proof” feature is that amateurs 
will be spared the necessity of threading the film. 








. Although Dolores Del Rio officially is the star of “The Bad One,” her 
first talker, and Edmund Lowe is featured, the latter will enjoy the same 
billing as Miss Del Rio, This is Miss Del Rio’s idea and has been given 
_the consent of U. A., it is understood, Although stars seldom elevate via 
billing any featured members of the cast, Miss Del Rio is said to have 
felt in this case that Lowe deserved as much as that. 
. A small independent film studio operated on 57th street, Manhattan, 
by Lawrence Swenson, former RCA engineer, was closed by the Fire 
‘Department for violations of fire code about a month before the Pathe 
‘fire, a check of independent New York studios reveals. 

Studio was in existence but a brief period. It was situated in a 
former apartment building. . 








A male player who went to Beverly Hills a year ago and passed around 
the info that he would like to have the boys and girls drop in for tennis, 
*‘swimming or. what have you Sundays, reckoned up his entertainment 
bills and found that his Sunday hosting cost him $1,500 a month. He 
wis now living in an apartment. 





Courtlandt Smith, in charge of Fox-Movietone News, is quoted as 
having said at a newsreel meeting, that the Embassy is not restricted 
to Fox-Movietone and Hearst-Metrotone clips. “We will book Para- 
mount and Pathe, if good,” he is reported having stated. Nothing from 
either of these newsreels has yet crashed the Embassy. 





Al Barlow, accessory man who six months ago was bemoaning a let- 
‘out from a First National post he had held the 10 years previous now 
,€xclaims: “I wished they had let me go five years before. They did 


‘me a good turn by getting me out of a rut. I’ve doubled my salary 
since.” 





Bankers and electrics don't take long to break filmdom’s traditions. 
One of the latter crashed this week when Fox employees got their 
New York checks drawn on the First National bank. 

Corn Exchange has been handling the envelope dough as long as 
oldest employees can remember. 








Y Independent producer on the Coast claims he’s dropped $20,000 in six 
— months on paper promises from state rights exchanges in the east and 
_ middle west. Says they do nothing with his pictures but spoil the ter- 
;ritory. From now on he roadshows. 





er ee 


{ One of the largest settings ever constructed for talking musical is 

_being erected at the M-G-M studios. It will be used for the alegorical 

sequence representing the march of time in Hollywood Revue of 19380.” 
A chorus of 500 dancers and 1,500 singers will be used. 





More than 34 different dance ensembles are now in preparation at the 
) . M-G studios. Eighteen of these will be used in the “Hollywood Revue,” 

three for “The Songwriter and ten for “Good News.” More than 400 
» chorus girls will be used with Sammy Lee directing. 





A A major studio was receiving about 30 talker tests from N. Y. per 
_> day. Studio executive appointed 10 directors and writers to look at 
- tests and report to him. After the second day the writers and directors 


got tired of listening to tests. One got an idea. He went to the cast- 


Se 


- Radio Pictures is so sold on Richard Dix in his first talker for the 
company, “Seven Keys to Baldpate,” which opens today (Wednesday) at 
the Earl Carroll for a $2 run, that it blasts forth in its house organ, 


“Paramount gave him nothing that compares with ‘Seven Keys to 





Pacent’s 60% 





Although Httle is heard 
about the Pacent cheaper 
talker, other than the litiga- 


tion gesture Western Electric, 
has made for its removal from 
certain Stanley houses, Louis 
G., himself, is all het up about 
foreign conquests. 

In such Latin towns as 
Spezia, Bologna and Livorno, 
of the Pittaluga chain, Pacent 
claims the Pacent is by-word 
with distinguished foreign 
sound patrons. 

Pacent bets that Pacent ex- 
ceeds its competitors by 60% 
in Argentine popularity. No 
figures are released for the 
linotyper. 








News From the Dailies 








This department contains rewritten theatrical news items as pub- 
lished during the week in the daily papers of New 
San Francisco, Los Angeles and London. 
for these news items; each has been rewritten from a daily paper. 


York, Chicago, 
Variety takes no credit 








LONDON 


Lord and Lady Falkland sued by 
the May Fair hotel for party bill. 


230 invited, 468 went. Gate crash- 
ers blamed. 

Sunny Jarman engaged to Lieut, 
Francis Francis of the Guards. 


Francis resigned from the regiment 
and reaped columns, 

Justice Eve reokons soup’s noisier 
| than a jazz band, according to court 
| reports. 














SAX’S MARGIN 


(Continued from page 2) 
tional royalty to the American au- 
thor. In Sax’s case it’s Eugene 
O’Neill (of his repertory of plays) 
who is a member of the French so- 
ciety. 

New American Troupe 

With “The Barker” current, 
third in the series of six plays orig- 
inally scheduled, McKay Morris 
leaves this troupe. He had only a 
four weeks’ contract with Sax and 
so returns to America, planning to 
come back in the spring to make 
his home here. 

There is a possibility of Morris 

heading another local group of 
American Players, similar to the 
English Players who clicked so well 
in “Journey’s End.” For this pur- 
pose Al Woods and Major Keith 
Trevor (Jane Marnac’s husband) 
may become associated with Mor- 
ris. Latter, meanwhile, has been 
doubling in assisting Miss Marnac 
in the staging of “Shanghai Ges- 
ture,” Morris having been a mem- 
ber of the original company of that 
play for Woods in America. 
Several differences have cropped 
up between Sax and Morris. Lat- 
ter was said to have aired that he 
was doing all the hiring and firing 
of the Paris-American Players. It 
is known that Sax had to call a 
meeting of the group and assert 
himself to which Morris publicly 
accorded. Morris was billed with 
some importance as being in Paris 
“by arrangement with Stuart Walk- 
er,” whereas it developed he had 
no contract with Walker, There 
was also some talk of Morris bring- 
ing over a clique of Walkerites for 
the company, which report Sax 
atiashed, 
And Larry Fletcher, a Theatre 
Guilder, with the closing of “Karl 
and Anna,” has come over as has 
Ruth Connolly. Latter ig a new ad- 
dition to do the Claudette Colbert 
part in “The Barker.” Rose Bur- 
dick, regular femme lead, is off for 
two weeks, 








_ Fox Buy in Wyo. 
Los Angeles, Dec. 24. 
Fox coast deal for the Strand at 
Rawlins, Wyo., has been closed. 
House is now under Northern Rocky 
division, with J. E. Bangs, former 
owner, managing. 


the | 


| Jurymen are going to sleep these 
days. 

Community singing still rage. 

Best people wearing spats at wed- 
dings. 

John Galsworthy is baking “The 
Roof.” 

Audrey Thomas, dancer, is en- 
gaged to George Thomas, one of the 
up-and-ups. 
| Suburbans are forming societies 
| for the protection of long hair for 
| the dames. 
| Saps are running around Picca- 
dilly in football shorts. 

| Sir Alfred Butt has signed Edgar 
| Wallace to write the next for Drury 
Lane. Just a pre-breakfast canter. 





Musical folk are raising squawks 
about the musical copyright act. 





Strong cast for “The Last Ene- 
my,” Tom Walls’ production, due at 
the Fortune, is Athene Seyler, Nich- 
olas Hannen, Marjorie Mars, Frank 
Lawton, O. B. Clarence, Car] Har- 
bord and Laurence Olivier.. Frank 





Constance Collier and complete 
English cast leave for the States 
Jan, 4 to tour “The Matriarch.” 
New York date in February. Frank 
Vernon producing. 





Leslie Henson and Firth Shepherd 
presenting “A Warm Corner,” farce, 
at the Princess Dec. 24. Henson 
producing. W. H. Berry, Connie 
Ediss and Heather Thatcher billed. 
Arthur Wimperis and Lauri Wylie 
authored, 


NEW YORK 


Commercial artists announced 
plans to form a national union along 
the lines of Equity. Edward Adams, 
representing an organization of 
commercial artists established in 
Chicago, is one of the leaders, 








Gordon Godowsky, son of the 
pianist-composer, and Yvonne 
Hughes Godowsky, showgirl, have 
separated. Father hadn’t given any 
blessing or nest egg, but young Go- 
dowsky said it was just a case of 
incompatibility. Marriage in 1928. 


Asked in St. Louis why he had 
never broadcast, Fritz Kreisler, the 
fiddler, said transmission is some- 
times “horrible and unfair.” 








Adolph Zukor last week accepted 


division in the Christmas seal drive 
of the New York Tuberculosis and 
Health Ass’n. 





As a bright press gag, Horace 
Liveright, the publisher with the- 
atrical associations, staged an in- 
telligence contest between six 
chorines and six college girls. Show 








had not been signed, N. G. went on 


To fill out the sentence some of 
“Son of a Kibitzer.” 


as formerly. 
matter. 


a year’s supply of coffee. 


better. 
picture, 
In the days of the silent picture 


including undesirable publicity. 





ing office and got the names of New York actors signed. The following 
day the committee got the list of tests to be screened and when they 
found a name that had been signed, 


put O. K. on the test. 
the test. 


If the player 





With Paramount that “son of a—” is not only in type in the trailers 
but is dialoged in the company’s talker version of the Wister story. 


the Par experts suggests: 





Inside reports are that money is not as plentiful for theatre expansion 
This may have been temporarily influenced by the Fox 





Picture celebs are™~being canvassed to write an endorsement and get 
Chase and Sanborn Co. is making the offer, 
preparatory to an extensive campaign. 

Ads will also include stage and literary celebs. 





Budget system for production schedules at one of the major Coast 
studios is forcing a number of associate producers and directors to 
sort to various methods to eliminate charges. 

One director on this lot believes the more writers on a story, 
He goes from writer to writer, when they're not actively 
gaged, to get their idea of the script without having it charged to 


re- 


the 
en- 
his 





the Hays organization attempted to 


invoke the silent system for punishment for moral infractions, the latter 
Mostly the silent system operated 
against those known to have done wrong by some one in a wrong 
way and which did not reach the tabloids. 

The silent system silently estranged people from the big film producers 
obliging them to go with the Poverty Row independents of Hollywood. 
This sooner or later eased them out, into legit, stock or vaude. 
effective enough in that way Hays’ silent system did not act as a 
deterrent to others as those punished never told the real reason. 
eral Hays could not be persuaded the best punishment and warning | 


(Continued on page 49) 


Harvey wrote, q 





, 


chairmanship of the motion picture]. 


contingent was defeated, showme @ 
tendency for wisecrack anSwers. 





Col, Robert J. Haire, 82, crim. 
inal lawyer who was disbarred in 
1916 and later confined in the Man.- 
hattan State Hospital for Insane, 
was released on statement that he 


could support himself by writing a 
biographical book about the Jesse 
James gang. He defended the boys 


in court almost 50 years ago. 





Baroness Theresa Von Rottens 
kolber, former night club dancer, 
was arrested on charge of breaking 
parole from Bedford Reformatory, 
She was arrested three years ago 
for vagrancy. Her husband, whom 
she is suing for a separation plus 
$12,000 monthly alimony and $75,- 
tr counsel fees, says he won't help 

er. 


—-—-—~ 


Ruth Putman Mason Wolfe, 
writer and intermittent producer, 
was granted a divorce in Bridge- 
port from Edwin R. Wolfe, New 


York etcher, on grounds of desere 
tion. Mrs. Wolfe lives in Norwalk, 





Hazel Forbes, showgirl who hits 
print regularly, secured an inter- 


locutory decree of divorce from 
Edward Judson, auto salesman, 
with whom she eloped last May, 


Girl identified only as “Eve” was 
mentioned. Miss Forbes is the one 
Jack Dempsey and Joe Benjamin 
got into a scrap about. 





Review published by Dominick & 
Dominick, mentioning that the 
Chamber of Commerce estimates 
pictures increase foreign trade at 
the rate of $1 a foot, says introduc- 
tion of talkers has left export of 
film in a doubtful state and there- 
fore has hurt the general foreign 
market. Motion pictures have al- 
ways been considered the most ef- 
fective means of advertising Ameri- 
can products abroad. 





Miriam Crosby, actress, is in 
Reno seeking a divorce from Ro- 
land Tevlin on charge of non-sup- 
port. Her suit was turned down 
by courts in France and Mexico. 
She married Tevlin in New York 
while understudy to Marilyn Miller 
in “Sunny.” 





Larry Fay, Broadwayite, reported 
engaged to Evelyn Crowell of 
“Sketch Book.” As you like it. 





Lon Murray, associate director of 
the RKO and Mayan theatres in Los 
Angeles, has sent out a signed state- 
ment announcing he has started 
divorce proceedings against Evelyn 
Hannons, chorus girl, in New York, 
on charge of desertion and mental 
cruelty. 





Claiming her nose was ruined in 
an operation by Dr. Robert Griffith, 
plastic surgeon, Dorothy Higgins, 
show girl, has started suit against 
him for $5,000. 





Arriving in New York from the 
coast, Harry Richman told report- 
ers he’ll marry Clara Bow in March. 
Also denied the engagement started 
as a publicity gag. 





Joan Lowell, author-actress, re- 
ported okay again with her hubby, 
Thomas Buchanan. 





Estate of Mrs. “Babe” Ruth, 
burned to death in a mysterious 
house fire last January, was found 
to total only $4,000 in cash, plus @ 
few pieces of jewelry. Mrs. Ruth 


; Was the former Clare Hodgson, ac- 


tress. Estate willed to her adopted 
daughter, actress. 


LOS ANGELES 


Helen Boyer, N. Y. dancer, ac- 
cused of obtaining $800 from 
Atheleto Estalilla, butler for John 
Barrymore, by posing as the mother 
of his non-existent baby, pleaded 
guilty to three counts of petty theft 
in Municipal Court. She was 
granted permission to fille applica- 
tion for probation. 


R: E. Wharff, agent with 
Kathryn Kelly office, narrowly 
caped death when his auto got out 
of control and plunged off the 
Roosevelt coast highway two miles 











the 
es- 


north of Topanga Canyon. Car 
caught fire and was later sub- 
merged by the incoming tide. 
Wharff suffered but cuts and 
bruises. 





Suit of Attorney G. R. Lessing 
against Dolores Del Rio for $31,000, 
alleged due him for legal services, 
postponed until January 15. 


Petitions to have contracts of 12 





While | been filed 


Gen- | 


minor screen players certified have 
in Superior Court by 
M-G-M. State law requires court 
approval of any contract with @ 
minor. Contracts brought are those 
of Evelyn Steglat, Ruth Jennings, 
(Continued on page 23 
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Anyone in the U. S. A., present subscriber or not, may subscribe 
eeu 7 ° b - _ 
for “Variety” for two consecutive years for $15. 


Present subscription price is $10 per year. 


In this special two-year $15 subscription opportunity the weekly 
cost of “Variety” is reduced to under 15 cents per week. On the 
newsstand “Variety” sells weekly at 25c, or $26 in two years. 


Variety” for 2? Years for $1 


(Outside of the U. S. A., Anywhere, $2 Extra) 


A suggestion by announcement before Christmas of a holiday gift 
of “Variety” for two years at $15, to friend or relative, met with such 
an instantaneous response it has been decided to continue the offer. 





Except on the Pacific Coast, “Variety” is received by subscription 
through the mails before it can reach a newsstand. 


“VARIETY” BY SUBSCRIPTION WILL REACH YOU FIRST 


On the Pacific Coast, principally in Los Angeles and San Fran- 
cisco, the mail arrival time being, late Saturday or Sunday, the special 
newsstand delivery “Variety” makes in both cities on Saturday after- 
noon gives the newsstand purchaser the paper first, as the P. O. can 
not deliver until Monday morning in those cities. 








Cut this out and forward it with remittance to 
“VARIETY,” 154 West 46th St., New York City, U. S. A. 
Send “Variety” for ...... years to 
Name coc ccccdeccdccecvccesccccccccescees coccccocecocss Weeme cccseccces ° 
Street 2cccccccc0cccccece cece chee eeeee 9.605 655008068 peessescoces ueewe 
City oF Town. cccccccvcccccomecccccom ememesowscoce eoerececcsces 
State OF Country. occccecccccscdcensccccsbeseabancceccecsecss 
Enclosed find $..cccccocsccce 
2 years, $15; 1 year, $10 (outside U. S. A., $1 extra for each year) 
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GET READY FOR THE 
GRAND PARADE TO 
THE BOX OFFICE... 








lg ta iA q ALL THE 
-_ a OY ‘ ROMANCE, 

DRAMA 

MELODY AND 

GLORIOUS 

| PAGEANTRY OF 

? THE OLD TIME 


BLACK FACE 
MINSTREL SHOW 
with BROUGHT 
HELEN TWELVETREES & FRED SCOTT 

Written and produced by TO THE AUDIBLE 

i ated bp SCREEN.IN A 

FRED NEWMEYER GORGEOUS 
SPECTACLE 





a Cetin 


GENTLEMEN BE SEATED! 
and listen to this song of praise 















EXHIBITORS DAILY REVIEW 
“The Grand Parade in this case is going to be a parade of custom- 
ers to the box offices for this picture is a natural, made-to-order hit.” 





rs ERE’S one that will storm MOVING PICTURE REVIEW 
your box office with a grand : - “Outstanding and-marvelous picture in every degree. Fred Scott’s singing 
parade of: genuine amusement _and sincere performance is one of the seasonal triumphs. Helen Twelve- 





fans who have been watching trees compares equally with Lillian Gish in an emotional berformance.”’ 


and waiting for just such a gor- HOLLYWOOD FILMOGRAPH 

geous screen presentation of the “This one will stand the acid test with any of ’em. Two new stars will 
good old-time minstrel show loom on the horizon when this picture finally reaches the screen in Fred 
that thrilled them on the stage— Scott and Helen Twelvetrees. Mr. Scott as a singing idol and Miss 
and will give them a new and Twelvetrees as an emotional actress of the first waters.” 


greater thrill when they see 


and hear this stunning epic’ of ££ oe 
eee iE PATHE 


ALL MUSIC ALL SOUND ALL DIALOGUE 
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Westerns Scheduled by Nearly 


All Producers for New Programs 








Indications are strong at the pres- 
ent time that the ’30-’31 programs 
of most all of the producers, if not 
every one, will include Westerns, 
whether as straight programs or as 
musicals with atmosphere that has 
come to be tagged in the trade as 
“Western.” 

Paramount has purchased for 
Gary Cooper “The Texan” as a com- 
panion picture to “The Virginian,” 
as well as another Zane Grey story, 
“The Border Legion,’ written years 
ago and made at one time by Par| 
as a silent. 

First story. bought by Par follow- 
ing decision to do Westerns was 
“The Fighting Caravan,’ which was 
to be done this winter but now is 
postponed to the spring. 

Fox has “Lone Star Kanger” as 
its next Western talker, with “Old 
Arizona” and “Romance of Rio 
Grande” ahead of it. With plans in- 
definite for next season but likely 
to include several Westerns or out- 
door pictures, Fox will be repre- 
sented among producers bringing 
back the much-maligned “horse 
operas.” The first Northern picture, 
to be placed in production soon by 
Fox, is “The Girl Who Wasn’t Want- 
ed” and is based on a lumber camp 
story. 

Radio, holding conference on next 
season’s product, is tentatively fig- 
ured on two or three outdoor talk- 
ers with Western atmosphere, but 
whether they will be musicals or not 
remains to be decided. 

. Waiting 

Metro is committed to the mak- 
ing of Westerns in dialog, but be- 
fore making plans any more certain 
than now the company wants to see 
how “Montana,” first Western it will 
make, pans out. 

Warner Bros. and F. N. will de- 
pend on how “Under a Texas Moon” 
and “Song of the West” go over. 
Both are musicals in Western at- 
mosphere and color. 

Universal, making eight Ken May- 
mards and eight. Hoot Gibsons in 
dialog, has added as a special “Three 
Bad Men” to the current program, 
and with its “horse opera” product 
selling satisfactory, still others may 
be done. It is reported more than 
likely that the number of Westerns 
from U during the ’30-31 season will 
be nearly double the 17 already on 
this year’s schedule. 


Pathe Suspending Silent 
Newsreel—Sound Only 


Pathe will discontinue its silent 
newsreel service after Jan. 1 and 
use sound with all future news 
stuff. 

‘In going all-sound Pathe joins 
Movietone and Metrotone in the 
top news flight, with two complete 
releases weekly. Largest consum- 
ers of Pathe News will be the RKO 
vaude (Keith’s) and picture the- 
atres. 


Bad Chicago Fire 


Chicago, Dec. 24. 

Garden, Publix-Great States house 
in Harvey, Chi suburb, was de- 
stroyed by fire yesterday. 

Loss estimated at $125,000. Nine 
workmen, one of whom was killed 
in the fire, were in the theatre at the 
time. 

Fire started by boiler exploding. 


CLOSED TWO DAYS 


Chicago, Dec. 24. 

With Clement McMahon, owner, 
ili in a hospital, affairs of the Pal- 
ace, Cicero, were jammed and house 
was closed for two days when the, 
utility service was cut off over a 
bill squabble. 

Power was restored when it was 
shown McMahon, who signs the 
checks, was unable to notify em- 
ployees. 

















Minn.’s F. B. T. Still Meeting 
Minneapolis, Dec. 24. 

Although arbitration has been 
Suspended, managers of film dis- 
tributing branches here have de- 
cided to continue the Minneapolis 
Film Board ‘of Trade to meet 
weekly and discuss problems and 
matters affecting business. 

At the annual election last week 
T. A. Burke, U. A. manager, was 
chosen president, succeeding M. A. 
Levy, of Fox. W. H. Workman, 
M-G, was elected vice-president, 





replacing J. H. MacIntyre, Fox. 


a 





Courtesy, Service! 





Los Angeles, Dec. 24. 

Paramount and United Art- 
ists’ theatres here offered a 
brand new inducement to pre- 
Christmas patronage. 

Houses offered to wrap all 
Xmas packages while the pa- 
trons watched the show, and 
deliver them all ready for 
mailing on the way out. 


R-K-0 “GOOD TIMES” 
FOR ALL OF JANUARY 


Celebrating its first birthday Jan. 
1, Radio-Keith-Orpheum is planning 
a “January Good Times Jubilee” for 
the month, with a special campaign 
tieing up the organization on the 
passing of its first milestone in 
show business. 














In connection with the campaign 
R-K-O theatres everywhere are 
committed to a policy of helpful- 
ness and local co-operation with 
city officials, merchants, financial 
institutions and civic organizations. 


Special trailers are being pre- 
pared and other arrangements are 
going ahead for use during Jan- 
uary in connection with the first 
anniversary of the organization and 
its campaign. 

Loew tkeatres are conducing a 
January exploitation month under 
the name of “January Festival.” 





U AND PATHE SWITCHES 


Chicago, Dec. 24. 

Several changes in personnel have 
taken place in the picture ex- 
changes throughout the middle 
west. 

Charles Lester, formerly branch 
manager of U’s Atlanta office, now 
heads the Kansas City exchange. 
Leo Abrams moves to New York to 
assume an executive position-with 
that company’s home office. Ralph 
Williams, formerly southern district 
manager for Universal, succeeds 
Lester at Atlanta. Fred Strief, for- 
merly manager of U’s Indianapolis 
office, is now head of the St. Louis 
exchange, succeeding Harry Hines, 
who becomes city salesman, 


Ben Eisenberg, formerly short 
subject salesman at the local of- 
fice, becomes city salesman, suc- 
ceeding Lipton Astrachan, who 
leaves soon for Tokyo and Shang- 
hai to assume charge of the offices 
there. Bill Baker moves up as short 
subject salesman. 


In the Pathe offices here, Harry 
Lorch switches from branch man- 
ager to western division manager 
and is succeeded by John Clark, for- 
merly branch manager in Milwau- 
kee. Tom Greenwood, city sales- 
man, becomes head of the Milwau- 
kee office. 





Par’s 4th Western 


Hollywood, Dec. 24. 
Fourth Western scheduled by 
Paramount since the b. o. reports 
on “The Virginian,” is a remake of 
Zane Gray’s “Border Legion.” 
Percy Heath is putting it into 
shape. 





Branton in N. E. 


Ralph Branton has been ap- 
pointed New England division man- 
ager for Publix, under J. J. Fitz- 


gibbons. 
Branton will make his head- 
quarters in the chain’s Scollay 


Square, Boston. 





$2 “Vagabond King” Feb. 11. 

“The Vagabond King,” reported 
most costly Parameunt production 
to date, starring Dennis King, with 
Jeanette MacDonald opposite, is 
scheduled for a special run at Cri- 
terion, Broadway, opening Feb. 11. 





Robert Montgomery, under con- 
tract to M-G-M, is not the Robert 
Montgomery, picture player, who 
was arrested in an alleged siabbing 
affair and gave his place of em- 
ployment as M-G. 





Names of the Grand-Riviera and 
Grand Riviera Annex, Detroit, 
changed by Publix-B. & K., new 
owners, to the Riviera and Annex, 
respectively. 





T.0.0.C. Leaders 
~ Want to Horn In 
— On Easy Dough 


Abram Myers’ dictum to Hays for 
$100,000 a year to run a national or- 
ganization in which the producers 
would have no vote, has given a lot 
of indie bodies easy money ideas. 
One of the brains in the Theatre 
Owners’ Chamber of Commerce is 
trying to get that outfit to throw 
overboard its old constitution, bar- 
ring affiliated say-soes, an@ let 
Plunkett, Roxy and some others give 
their advice. At the same time 
work the producers into that pitch 
of enthusiasm where the dues would 
yearly aggregate $75,000. 

The idea of swinging to Hays 
with compromises which Allied As- 
sociation disdained ‘at the Union 
League pow-wow is reported being 
presented to the TOCC at a time 
when Charlie O'Reilly, heavyweight 
contender, is not particularly amic- 
able toward Al Steffes of the Myers 
constituency. The story is that Al 
during the conferences wanted 
Charlie to do a few certain things, 
but that O’Reilly remain steadfast 
to the TOCC kind of independence. 
It’s been during the last few days 
that Charlie has been giving re- 
organization suggestions the utmost 
consideration. 

O’Reilly men point out that it 
would be most opportune for the 
TOCC to stage a coup by listening 
and agreeing with Hays. They point 
out that Hays must have an ex- 
hibitor body and that the Times 
Sq. crowd would be in that much 
dough and back to their older and 
more luxurious accommodations if 
they are the first to let drop the 
flag. 

While the TOCC {fs recalled as a 
grand organization a decade ago, 
the wise instigators dwell on too 
much reminiscing and too little ac- 
tion to date. They also point to 
the shriveled offices, all cut except 
O’Reilly’s which still has sufficient 
latitude to house the leather fur- 
niture. 

The de luxe, houses, they figure, 
can pay all the way from $2,500 
to $5,000 a year In dues while the 
little lad—a buck a week will then 
be enough, and not that if it pinches 
him. 

How will they reciprocate for all 
this? 

First of all cut the talk down to 
one big meeting a year by supplant- 
ing the present talking squads with 
one wholesome board of governors. 

Then, build up’ 11 committees 
to take care of the payees all the 
way from opening employment 
agencies to renewing yearly theatre 
leases, 

With such ani organization 
changes in contract and arbitration 
would not be so costly as at pres- 
ent. They could be taken care of 
as they developed. That in itself, 
it is declared, would be one of the 
surest ways in which to keep the 
Dept. of Justice nose out of the 
industry during 1930. 


No F N’s in New Beacon 


Warners new Beacon theatre, at 
Broadway and 74th, New York, 
which opened Xmas eve, will have 
to struggle along without First 
National pictures, according to info 
emanating from F. N. headquarters. 

F. N. product is tied up for the 
metropolitan section by R-K-O for 
the next five years, with that cir- 
cuit getting first releases on every 
F. N. film after it plays the Strand, 
New York. This will leave the 
Beacon with either a third run 
choice on F. N., or strictly Warner 
pictures, with occasional booking 
of outside films perhaps. 














R-K-O’s Hunt Film 


R-K-O has purchased an African 
hunt film, untitled as yet, from 
Melvin Hirsch, indie distributor, for 
the Cameo, New York. It will open 
there in January, as RKO expects 
to follow this picture up after 
“Hunting Tigers in India,” current 
animal film at the Cohan {is through. 

The R-K-O picture was shot last 
year in the Canadian Rockies and 
in Africa by cameramen lied by 
Capt. Jack Robinson, who was 
killed during the adventures. 





Fred Strief succeeds Harry Hynes 
as manager of Universal's St. Louis 
exchange. Hynes goes back to reg- 
ular sales post. Strief ts moving 
over from CincinnatL 


Eastern Picture Production Still 
Relying on Shorts for Continuance 








An argument can be started quite 
easily within the ranks of filmland 
as to the desirability of concentrat- 
ing volume of picture production in 
the east. But, despite the irrefut- 
able and beautifully reasoned points 


brought out and forwarded by the 
eastern advocates the bulk of pro- 
duction stubbornly adheres to Hol- 
lywood., 


Paramount has kept pretty busy 


at its Astoria, Long Island, studio 
since launching eastern dialog pro- 
duction with “The Letter” in Oc- 
tober 1928; Warners’ Flatbush out- 


post is characterized by a buzz of 
activity which translates itself into 
talking shorts, or, as they prefer to 
call them, Vitaphone Varieties. 
But where else is there any really 
impressive and reasonably continu- 
ous eastern production activity? 
Run the thamb down the list: 
Pathe—Made a couple of features 
and quite a few two-reel comedies. 


between one and the 
studio burned down. 

RCA Photophone—This temple of 
mysterious engineers identified with 
announcements of many features 
and a flood of shorts. Apparently 
one feature made by an independent 
producer, is the sole full-length ac- 
complishment and two mittfuls of 
digits about counts the shorts. 
Latest advices indicate a dropping 
of all activity by RCA with the 
irammercy (NYC) studio available 
for rental. 

Weiss Artclass—State right pro- 
ducers from coast, took over DeFor- 
est studio in midyear. Intermit- 
tently active turning out two fea- 
tures and half a dozen or more 
shorts. 

Metropolitan — Fort 


Lee studio 


But lots of time elapsed as a rule | 
next before | 


| rairly active on rental to independ- 
}ents. Chesterfield, Rayart and Em- 
| pire have produced features and 
shorts here. 

M-G-M—Costly fiasco represent- 


jing a fortune in equipment and 
|found too expensive in operation at 
Cosmopolitan, uptown New York. 


kNow closed. Nothing ever came of 
|pending plans for Fox to move in, 
| Nicke Grinde made about 40 talking 
i;shorts, while studio was open. 
Powers Cinephone — Just what 
iplan in mind when building this 
| place on Long Island not clear. Idle 
since completion, 

American—Old Tilford studio on 
44th street near 9th avenue, char- 
acterized by many announcements, 
but very little production. R. J. 
Walsh, building contractor, heads 
the company. 

Others 

3esides the above there are sound 

|studios dotting the topography of 





Manhattan, Queens, Bronx and Jer- 
sey, the names of which wouldn't 
| mean a thing to anyone. In all, close 
ito 20 studios, listing all that so 
| 


classify themselves, are in Greater 
New York. 

Sound came as a boon to the 
racket boys who plotted their nickle 
and dime coups and then found the 
“market” the world’s most plausible 
alibi. Resuming in a minor key, the 
boys have, since the stock market 
went blooey, discovered to their em- 
barrassment an acute shortage of 
marks, 

None of the propositions in which 
the legit producers were reported 
about to take over the eastern film 
industry came to anything. And 
| the Shuberts were having too much 
| trouble on the road from the The- 
;atre Guild. 








Presentations 


West to East 





No other branch or form of en- 
tertainment in the variety show 
business has achieved and done as 
much for its progress and expan- 
sions as Presentations. 

The style of picture house stage 
shows known by that name has 
gradually grown like an octopus, 
reaching a tremendously important 
niche in the theatre world of today. 
Nothing has affected theatredom at 
large as much as presentations, 

Behind the comparatively obscure 
beginning of the first assembled, 
and probably crudely fashioned pres- 
entation idea the preface of a 
new epic in show business was writ- 
ten. The far reaching scope it has 
achieved and important part it has 
played in the success of the deluxe 


picture house is beyond estimate. 
What it will do in the future is 
speculative. Many theories have 
been advanced as to its revolution- 
ary and radical change in the next 
few years. ‘ 

Such men as A. J. Balaban, hea 
of the big Publix production de- 
partment, Sid Grauman on the coast 
and several others have from time 
to time experimented with ideas, 
injecting new life, breath and form 
into presentations. 


3 Styles 


There are three different styles 
of presentations under standard 
classification: revue, sight and mu- 
sical. Out of these departments 
come the prolog style, the straight 
specialty variety in front of a band 
and the “trick” presefitation, such 
as “jazz vs. opera,” “circus,” “car- 
nival,” etc. The original presenta- 
tion in its more or less perfected 
f._cm comprised the specialties and 
stage band policy, with as many as 
four, five and six acts, and some- 
times more, used in vaude manner. 
Later came ensemble embellish- 
ments with large corps of line 
girls, ballets and specialty dancers. 

About the same time the new 
stage divertissement was beginning 
to form around Chicago, another 
and separate adjunct that later be- 
came a stolid brace to the complete 
presentation idea was being created 
by H. Leopold Spitalny in Cleveland 
picture houses. Spitalny evolved 
and perfected the orchestral pro- 
duction with its symphonic over- 
tures and scenic appurtenances. 
This organization spread all over 





deluxe picture houses in the country, 


eventually coming into some of the 
smaller houses as well. 

In point of importance Los An- 
geles and surrounding California 
stands were second to: Chicago in 
taking up the presentation as a 
major stage feature. What Sid 
Grauman started with his lavish 
prologs at the Million Dollar and 
Egyptian theatres was soon picked 
up and elaborated upon by Fanchon 
and Marco, whose Ideas are now 
playing from one end of the coast to 
the other and in the east. Fanchon 
and Marco constructed their ideas 
on an etonomical plan and budget 
system, finding they were able to 
turn out shows for as low as 
$1,500 and making them look 
twice the value. The film industry 
nearby entered as an important fac- 
tor to Fanchon and Marco’s success, 
Actors streaming in from the east 
for a gamble with pictures would 
soon lose patience and bankroll and 
F. & M. would engage them at its 
own price. It became an alterna- 
tive for a lot of acts on the coast. 

The coast company has done 
plenty for the promotion of the 
presentation idea. Chicago, A. J, 
Balaban and B. & K. are equally 
important among the pioneers, 

Milwaukee Influence 

Milwaukee and St. Louis are other 
important stopping points along the 
presentation route. In the Wis- 
consin center Eddie Weisfeldt, for- 
mer production head of the Wis- 
consin theatre, was possibly the 
strongest influence in advocating 
the presentation policy around that 
district. His ideas and showman- 
ship did much to exploit stage 
shows in Wisconsin and neighbor- 
ing states. Weisfeldt was among 
the first known to establish the lo- 
cal produced presentation, individ- 
ually put on and changed each 
week. He was also prominent in 
filling many a date for acts around 


the work most. 

Skouras Bros. of St. Louis, repree 
senting a strong link in picture 
house operation, are others who go 
down on record as progressive pro= ~ 
mulgators of presentations. Vision 
and energy displayed by the 
Skouras in that direction was re- 
sponsible for many competitive 
clashes around St. Louis for a long 
time. 

Coming to New York where 
everything is a gag and nobody gets 
excited, New York is probably the 
biggest chump city in the babe Wo 
Presentations were already full ~ 
grown and blooming when New 

(Continued on page 46) 





Chicago at times when they needéd ~ 3 
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HARRY LANGDON 
“Sky Boy” (Comedy) 
ROACH METROTONE 


20 Mins. 
New York, New York 

Laughs are scattered and the 
waits between them sometimes 


long, taking away chances for this | 


to be a wallop two-reeler. Laugh 
total is fairly high if not consistent, 
T anos 


however, that and Harry Langdon 
insuring “Sky Boy against flop- 
page 

In his talk Langdon has adopted 
the same goof style he pantomimed 
with in the silents. That may tend 
to change his type of story, for 
Langdon when talking in his goof 


4 


way lends slight opportunity for 
love interest. A beaut going nuts 
over Langdon despite his talk | 
would be pretty hard to take. | 


Silent, he was cute. Yet it may be | 
to Langdon’s credit that 
heres so closely to his old style in 
his new talk. They'll just have to 
pick his stories from a different 
angie. 

Langdon is the star of the play- 
fn¢ trio in Hal Roach’s “Sky Boy.” 
Eddie Dunn, comedy heavy, and the 
blond Thelma Todd support him. | 
Story about a forced airpjane land- 
ine in the snow wastes. Langdon 
ts a stowaway. Reverts frequently 
to the old-time slapstick for gags, 
such as the fish and bear stuff. A/| 
comedy shaving scene gets the 
howl and is stretched for all it’s 
worth. 

Some cutting would quicken “Sky | 
Boy’s” pace. Bige. | 


“CHRISTMAS CHEER” 
UNIVERSAL 

17 Mins; Comedy 
Commodore, New York 

A number in the Sunny Jim 
series from U that has a few weak 
moments but on the whole for prod- 
uct of this kind shapes as playable 
in the second grade first-runs. Al- 
though ideal for this time of the 
year due to the nature of the story, 
“Christmas Cheer” could be used 
at any time without looking funny, 
the antics of Sunny Jim and the 
comedy situations evolved taking 
care of that. 

Idea involved is kid’s belief in 
Santa and the difficulties pa and 
ma have in sparing the youngster 
the bitter truth, even after a letter 
he had written to Kris Kringle is 
accidentally burned up by father’s 
cigar at the lith hour. 

Groping around in dark, stubbing 
toes, knocking things over and 
father’s final decision to doll him- 
self up as Santa Claus, coming 
down chimney and all, provide most 
of the laughs, but best in whole 
short is Sunny Jim’s fright and 
stuttering bit when he faces a store 
Santy and can’t remember what 
he'd like for Christmas, 

Sunny Jim, considerably grown 
out of his “Snookums” days, speaks 
very clearly throughout, making 
ho bad bones anywhere. Dialog 
was written by Al Martin and is 
rather ordinary. 

At one point in short a group of 
seven boys sing Christmas carols, 
working in a street scene with a 
director. 

Photography, recording “and di- 
rection (by Harold SS 





“RED NICHOLS’ PENNIES” 
VITAPHONE NO. 870 
Band; 7 Mins. 
Strand, New York 

Where they like low down music 
this short will probably stand up. 
Otherwise just another band reel. 

Outfit is a six-man combination 
paralleling the old Dixieland jazz 
band instrumentation with the ex- 
ception of an added guitar-banjo 
strummer who also warbles. Nich- 
ols leads and blows trumpet. Open- 
ing number is given a vulgar inter- 
pretation, Nichols supplying the 
torrid notes. Hot and good but 
with the repertoire thereafter cool- 
ing off. Too much so for this unit 
which specializes in steaming up 
pop melodies. String player fronts 
twice, moderately, and Nichols is 
joined by two beys for a muted cor- 
net trio. 

Nichols is at his best when play- 
ing hot. He should drop another 
quarter in the gas meter. Sid. 


GEORGE PRICE 

METRO 
Songs, Talk 
7 Mins. 

Commodore, New York 

Below average short in which 
Georgie Price (he is billed here as 
George) offers two pop songs re- 
lieved by a few bits of comedy that 
are mild. Does not rank with shorts 
of this kind now being turned out. 

Price has already made sound 
acts for Vitaphone and Columbia 
release. This is his first for Metro. 

“The One That Loves You” and 
“I’m Marching Home to You” are 
the brace of numbers done. First 
o. k., but the second hardly the 
type that suits Price, his person- 
ality and voice. 

Not photographing any too well, 
Price and his theatrical style fail 
- to impress deeply. This short is 

sub-billed “What Price moore 5 ad 

ar. 


| 


| good, but almost. 
}ing enough for any sound house just 


, FRANCES WILLIAMS and 

| Yacht Club Boys in 

;“On the High C’s” 

PARAMOUNT 

| Musical-Sengs 

| 10 Mins. 

| Rialto, New York 

Two-in-one subject. Frances 
| Williams in dark evening dress does 
an intimate vocal solo in the first 
part. Naturalness, biggest 
which is portion of real screen per- 
sonality, demonstrates. 

In last lf, copping 
major minutes, the Yacht 
Boys in interior night hostelry set 
harmonize with their string instru- 
ments before and after vocalizing. 


ehe 


the 


“JUNGLE DRUMS” (Color) 
TIFFANY 
Lion Hunt; 9 Mins. 
Strand, New York 

Interesting from the anima! and 
color angle and can take a feature 
spet in a layout of shorts. Is a pic- 
turized version of a dinner party 
explanation of the jungle drum by 
a big game sportsman. Opens and 
closes on the recounter. 

Action shows African tribesmen 





on an elephant hunt during which 


| the chief's son is killed by a lion. 
| Sounding of the alarm by drums 


, | vengeance follows. 
appeal | 


| making of a pitfall for the enemy, 
| the 


and the gathering of the clans for 


chasing of -the lion into the 


itrap, the kill, and the homecoming 


the | 
Club | ' 
} Flashes of lions, leopards, a tiger, | 
Repetitious 


i 


] 


The duet number, “True |:.ve” and | 
“Nasty Nancy” are the p-.:,s. 
All in all a very zesifui short, 


way above humdrum so cliaracter- 


he ad-/j|istic of the average offering of this 
Ww 


kind. aly. 


“THE MERRY DWARFS” 
DISNEY CARTOON 


6 Mins. 
| Comedy 

Gaiety, N. Y. 
| On the same lines of “Skeleton 
| Dance” and “Spring Fever.” Not as 


Smart and amus- 


on the novelty and the relief from 
the stream of mediocre 
images the short makers, as a 
have been presenting. 

Cartoon outfit is evidently feeling 
the pinch of finding new routines to 
fit these classical synchronized 
scores, but a visit to any vaude or 
picture house playing stage shows 
should provide the desired material 
through the hoofers, acrobatic danc- 
ers and adagio teams. These ani- 


rule, 


|}mated drawings have yet to poke 
|fun at the poop-de-oop singers, or 


“elbow” routines of the hot daricing 
choruses which have become stand- 
ardized by repetition. To delve into 
the modern era and its tunes might 
be a bet, unless royalty for use of 
melodies prevents. 


ney series which Columbia is releas- 
ing. Their reception invariably out- 
strips any two one-reelers of the 
vaude specie. Used between a news- 
reel and a following dialog two- 
reeler here and pretty close tc be- 
ing “in” on the title flash. It doesn’t 
take patrons long to find out, and 


remember, for $2. or 50c. Sid. 
“DEAD OR ALIVE,” with Hugh 


O’Connell 
VITAPHONE NO. 895 
9 Mins.; Comedy Sketch, 
Strand, New York 


One of Russell Crouse’s news- 
paper sketches and all right if for 
no other reason than it gets away 
from the usual singing short. Hugh 
O’Connell does his familiar drunk 
reporter. 

City editor sends his prize stew 
news hound to find out how seri- 
ous is the illness of a Wall Street 
financier. Reporter gains entrance 
to the sanitarium through mistaken 
identity, finds the financier’s room 
and both start on a drinking bout, 
the money man figuring O'Connell 
a fellow patient. O’Connel) gets 
back to the office with an exclusive 
story, photograph, and in the finan- 
cier’s clothes to save his job. 

Not overly strong as entertain- 
ment, but will stand up because, at 
least, it’s a change. O’Connell does 
all right with the assignment and 
figures to make it hold, although a 
punch somewhere in the running 
would help plenty. 

Two flimsy sets, editorial reom 
and the sanitarium, plus a brief ex- 
terior outside the latter paces 





“SANTA’S TOY SHOP” 
PATHE ; 

6 Mins: Marionette 

Commodore, New York 

Apparently produced for show- 
ing around Christmas time, “Santa’s 
Toy Shop,” marionette novelty, 
couldn’t very well be played at any 
other time of the year. Theatres 
failing to book it this year could, 
if nothing else shows up, use it 
Satisfactoriiy next year, short hav- 
ing Xmas or pre-Xmas appeal and 
as such o. k. for average houses. 

Santa Claus goes to sleep while 
making toys in his workshop; toys 
come to life to do dances, sing, etc. 
The dialog, that of children, is for 
the most part incoherent, but the 
tenor solo accompanying a ballet 
dance passes muster. 

Sue Hastings manipulated the 
marionettes and Tom Hogan direc- 
ted. Recording by RCA Photo- 
phone. Char. 


BENNY RUBIN 
“Hotsy Totsy” 

| UNIVERSAL 

|9 Mins. 

Colony, New York 

Below the average set by previous 
Benny Rubin shorts. 

Tried to ring in a specialty by 
buck on the counter of the ticket 
| agency in which this story has him 
employed. 

Rubin’s ability isn’t given much 
rope in “Hotsy Totsy.” It’s a weak 
short that won’t help the excep- 
tional and versatile comic. Bige. 





Nothing the matter with this Dis- | 


| RCA, and very much okay. 


—_——- 


celebration. And all the time, the 


drums. 


hyena and an elephant. 
action in the hunt, perhaps, but the 


animals hold it together. Only nine 
minutes, synchronized score by 
Sid. 


“THE MUSIC SHOP,” with 


| Dick Henderson 


VITAPHONE NO. 3413 


'Song and Talk 


] 


; 
; 


| 
| 


15 Mins.; 
Strand, N. Y. 


Fair enough short with Dick Hen- 


jderson’s prop line, “Joke Over,” 
working up to satisfactory snickers. 
|\His voice has always been good, 


singing | 


} 


| 


choice of songs being the problem. 
For this effort his opening semi- 
ballad isn’t particularly satisfactory. 

Henderson is English and a vet 
vaudevillian. Set is a music shop 
with the comedian behind the coun- 
ter from behind which he emerges 
to perform after a few extras have 
dribbled in as customers. Gags in 
the monolog are in and out quips 
figuring to click at one performance 
and as likely to flop at the next 
show. But the average is sufficient 
to make the gamble in booking 
worthwhile. ’ 

Comedian is doing two songs, the 
second a comedy ditty roundly 
smacking of British origin and 
serving its closing purpose. Subject 
may be somewhat long, between the 
talk and the slow ballad, but can 
be checked as about able to make 
the all sound house grade. Sid. 





MARTINELLI 
VITAPHONE No. $44 
Operatic 

9 Mins. 

Winter Garden, N. Y. 

Lone short used at this house 
ahead of “Sally” (FN) opening 
night. Just another of those oper- 
atic things, despite the prestige of 
the tenor. 

It wasn’t so long ago that pic- 
ture houses used certain types of 
reels which came to be known as 
“chasers.” May be kind of rough 
to class Martinelli as such, but 
neither the arias here unfolded nor 
the action hold. Musical excerpts 
and scene are from “Il Trovatore.” 
A woman and another man assist. 
Good looking set. 

Meant nothing at this house. 
Warner’s short booker doesn’t be- 
lieve in intriguing an audience with 
comedy, drama, or novelty. Always 
singing. Hasn’t anybody some in- 
fluence with this guy? Bid. 





“PURELY CIRCUMSTANTIAL” 
EDUCATIONAL 
18 Mins.; Comedy 
Commodore, New York 
This two-reeler must take a back 
seat, all of the efforts of Lupino 
Lane and his supporting casi to in- 
ject laughs into the slapstick farce 
flopping almost as hard as all the 
pratt falls resorted to from begin- 
ning to end. What few laughs 
transpire are aroused by the p. f.’s 
and other pantomime, very littie 
comedy being carried in the dialog. 
Short is built around the adven- 
tures of newly weds who, on arriv- 
ing in their hotel room, are kidded 
into believing they were not actual- 
ly married, whereas they were. 
Stanley Blystone and Betty Boyd 
support Lane without giving out- 
standing performances. Lane, for 
some time in silent comedies, speaks 
with a marked English accent, al- 
though the part doesn’t clearly in- 
dicate that this is called for. 
Direction by Henry W. George; 
recording by RCA Photophone. 
Char. 





AUDIO REVIEW 
PATHE 

6 Mins.; Scenic 
Lexington, New York 

Three different episodes in this 
Pathe Audio Review, but all highly 
interesting and, by virtue of their 
ggg considered as desirable for 

er. 

First is capture alive of a leopard 
in India; second a talk and demon- 
stration by Leon Theremin of his 
new electrical musical instrument, 
the Theremin; and the third, an 
Apache dance by Isolde and Alexis, 
of Montmartre, in a native setting. 


most effective ever seen. When 
caught, a woman in the audience 
remarked: “That isn’t a dance it's 





the star, even sending him into a! 


a torture.” 
Nicely edited, 
and handled, 


attractively shot 
Char. 





| Charles Sellon, Lew Kelly and 
|Larry Steers to “Moran and Mack 
in the A. E. F.” (Par). 


Thence into the | 


The Apache dance is one of the | 


SALLY 


(ALL DIALOG, With Songs) 
(Color) 


First National production and release. 
Starring Marilyn Miller, with Alexander 
Gray, Joe. E. Brown and Pert Kelten fea- 
tured. Adapted from the musical comedy 
of that mame. Jerome Kern’s original score. 
Additional. numbers by Al Dubin and Joe 
Burke. Dance numbers staged by Larry 
Ceballes. Directed by John Francis Dillon, 
with- Dev Jennings and C. E. Schoenbaum 
cameramen. Orchestra under direction of 
Leo Forbenstein. Screen version by Walde- 





mar Young. At the Winter Garden, New 
York, for $2 twice daily run, Dec. 23. 
| Running tirne, 100 mins. 

ERR AE fle DS ee AR fee Martlyn Miller 
| Blair Farrell.......sesesees Alexander Gray 
r Commie. .....ccccccccerccoseess Joe E. Brown 
O HOOPer. ccccccccuccsessces T. Roy Barnes 
E viweakenseveses Pert Kelton 
| “Pop Fhendorff.. esvee~-F Ord Sterling 
| Mr Ten Brock......Maude Turner Gordon 
John Farquar.....++ssseess E. J. Ratcliffe 
on sob obbb 6b0ss dhdeatsooes Jack Duffy | 
Mareia...ccscses -+-+-NOTra Lam 


Rasch Ballet 


“Sally” will come pretty close to 
being the convincer to the studio 
mob that they can throw the adap- 


tations of musical shows in the al- 


jley, write their own and turn out 
|better pictures. That’s the Warner 
idea anyway, and maybe “Sally” in- 
istigated the thought. It’s a good 
program picture and easily sets 
| Marilyn Miller for future film work, 
|but other than its production back- 
|ground and star, “Sally” is quite a 
|way from being a smash. 

| Trouble seems to be that the stu- 
dio took the stage script not only 
seriously, but literally. Like putting 
a pony in a corral when it has the 
whole pasture to romp in. Result 
is that the opening half hour is so 
|deadly that the film never fully re- 
l}eovers, and the fourth reel lacks 
ispeed. By that time it’s too late. 
The situation then solely rests with 
Miss Miller plus magnitude and 
taste in the settings behind her. 
One of these, a sunken garden sup- 
posedly attached to one of those 
Long Island estates, is gasp provok- 
ing. In fact, the color combinations 
and the production constantly im- 
press. They’ve got to because 
there’s not much action or comedy. 


As laid out Pert Kelton is com- 


| 
y 


' 


pletely throttled. T. Roy Barnes 
only occasionally flickers, Joe E. 
Brown isn’t exactly the type, and 


Ford Sterling is the outstanding 


comic individual. 

So, summing it all up, “Sally,” as 
a picture, smacks of being a bit old- 
fashioned. Enough to prevent be- 
coming a hold-over feature in the 
regular film houses. For single 
weeks it won't have any trouble do- 
ing business, and will probably get 
away to a big holiday send-off at 
the Garden. After that it’s some- 
thing else again, with the last two 
weeks in January figuring to define 
its $2 career on Broadway. 


Story of “Sally” has been done 18 
different ways. It’s always “Sally.” 
Which also may be an angle on 
what’s the matter. From the 
screen’s standpoint Colleen Moore's 
silent version of the same piece 
equalled this edition because it had 
action and laughs. That goes de- 
spite sound and color. 

Alexander Gray here is merely a 
juvenile with a voice. Amidst vari- 
ous hues he impresses as colorless, 
possibly the fault of the script—but 
there it is. 

Interpolated tunes added to the 
original score do not listen as im- 
portant. 

They’ve. shot Miss Miller from 
gingham to a bridal veil, including 
some sort of a boudoir arrangement 
in which she is about the last word. 
And this girl has been easy on the 
eyes since stepping on a stage. 
She’s vocally doing the same songs 
better than when in the show, be- 
cause her voice has improved, and 
she hasn't had to worry about new 
dance routines, for this is a new 
clientele. They've about let her use 
her own judgment on numbers, even 
“Mecca” is in, and no harm done 
because all her dances are good. 

Perhaps the high point is the con- 
ventional boy number which Larry 
Ceballos, having found out what a 
camera's for, has given a great exit. 
This routine is nice work all the 
way, with that finish topping off. 
Miss Miller is holding up her dance 
with Joe Brown alone, and her ap- 
pearance will get both the women 
and the men. That’s the main thing 
they were talking about strolling 
out. Complimentary to the camera- 
men, too, the photography only 
spasmodically having that out-of- 
focus effect. Sound recording is 
good throughout. 

First National hasn't anything to 
;}worry about in that it has Miss 
Miller tied up for the next four 
years. And you can bet her next 
picture will be better than this cel- 
luloid entree. 

The main thing “Sally” lacks as a 
picture is Leon Errol. Sid. 





Cast of “Strictly Business” at 
RKO studio includes Rod LaRocque, 
| Doris Kenyon, Charles B. Middleton, 





|George Duryea, Jim Donlin, Charles | 


Brinely, Barney Furey, Bill Patton, 
| Kenneth Cooper, Bob Erickson, Ben 
Corbett, Andrew Juragy. 
| Robert Emmet O’Connor for 
| “Framed,” Radio, 
| Kenneth Thompson to 
Writer,” M-G, 

Willard Mack writing an original 
| for Buster Keaton, M-G,. 

Fox have borrowed Louise Fazen- 
da from F. 
' Blues.” 


“The Song 


N. for “High Society 


DEVIL MAY CARE 


(ALL DIALOG, With Songs) 
Metro-Goldwya-Mayer production and re. 
jease. Ramon Novarre starred. D., >; 
Jordan and Marion Harris 
Directed by Sidney Franklin. 
Herbert Stothart and ift 
Grey. Dialog by Zelda Sears. Stag 
direction by Clifford Brooke. Scenari 
Hans Kraly from the Richard Schayep 
adaptation of a French drama, “‘La Bataille 








Des Dames.’ Programmed as musica! ro- 
mance. At Astor, New York, Dec. 3 
(Sunday) at $2 top on twice daily run, 


Running time, 110 minutes. 





Armand. ....e.eee++++eee0+-Ramon Novarre 
LOOKNIC. «caceccecees ecuscecs Dorothy Jordan 
LOUISE. . ccccccccccccssccesese Marion Harris 
| DeGrignon....++++-++ee++++-+-JSOhn Miljan 
| N@POlOOM. .o++seeeeerere Wiliam Humphrey 
GOO. .ccccscccsesessoanetes George Davis 
| GABLIOT . coccccescesssrsenees Clifford Bruce 





An average good talker in the 
|better class of near-specials now 
|being turned out and a very good 
iproduct for its star, Ramon No- 


varro, but not a $2 film for any ex- 


ltended Broadway run, nor is it a 
hold over prospect in the regular 
|houses. The qualification to the 


i\last two is if Novarro can draw $2 
| anywhere in sufficient numbers to 
;make a decent run, which is doubt- 
ful in this picture and if his follow- 
ling is strong enough from the 
|masses to anywhere equal a house 
| record or draw enough to keep the 
|} picture for two weeks in one house, 
also doubted for the same reason. 
| The extra attraction in “Devil 
‘May Care” is the music by Herbert 
| Stothart and a high grade of lyrics 
| by Clifford Grey. Mr. Stothart s 
| composed three of his four numbers 
lfor lilting notice anywhere. Especi- 
lally is the march song melodious, 
jas sung by a soldier mob and again 
| by 50 horsemen while galloping into 
land out of sight as against the 20 
i|Texan rangers with the “Ranger” 
song who got off their horses to 
ising it in “Rio Rita.” While the 
“shoe” song here is attractive for 
its lyric and again for the smooth 
manner in which that has been 
| built up for a real “number” in this 


|comedy drama. The love song 
which may be called the theme 
song is also catchy. 

An actual ensemble number in 


color is tried for in a brief scene, 
where the only kick in it has been 
lifted from Fox’s “Sunny Side Up.” 
That is the bit of the girls dancing 
at the water’s edge with their sha- 
dows inverted under the water and 
the fountained curtain for the fin- 
ish of it. Color here is too briefly 
shown to be of any value and it is 
the single time color is employed. 
Color’s maker is not named. 
Direction goes in fits and starts 
but mainly well executed. Partic- 


ularly does the picture start fast 
with a well handled crowd of 
Napoleon’s guards singing him 


fare-well as he departs for Elba. 
‘This beginning is too swift for 
much of the slower mush stuff later 


between the young couple and 
others. While the cutting goes 
along with no visible mar, there 


could have been quite some more 
for better speed. This may be ac- 
complished when cuting down for 
the regular houses. Some of the 
warlike action recalls the meller- 
dramas of the old days: A duell- 
ing bit in a bedroom is a painful 
part of this. 

Novarro sings well, with an ace 
cent, the only accent of this Frenche 
character cast. He is also singing 
the four numbers. Novarro sang 
“The Pagan Love Song” only in 
“The Pagan.” He handles the well 
written dialog nicely, and Zelda 
Sears has written commendable di- 
alog of a different nature through- 
out. Though she did supply Marion 
Harris with an over-supply of the 
same quality talk, all aimed to let 
the audience and world know Miss 
|Harris’ heart had gone bust, be- 
cause Ramon loved another gal. 
|That did not surprise the audience 
as much as it did Miss Harris. 

Miss Harris may have been cast 
for this picture to help work out 
a contract. She seemed in a strange 
role for this popular song singer 
and had but one song which wasn't 
and won't be popular. Her make 
up looked odd, although perhaps 
that was in the Napoleonic period. 
period. 

Casting excellent otherwise, with 
Dorothy Jordan having a large and 
playing part. The girl handled it 
capably, considering that Novarro 
was always walking into her bed- 
room either when she was asleep or 


awake. Nothing developed in the 
bedroom scene excepting most of 
the plot and Novarro picking up 


Miss Jordan in her night clothes. 
When she ran away after he had 
taken her out of another bedroom, 
,she still had her bedroom clothes 
on. The final view was the couple 
Seated alongside a lake late at night, 
| side by side, and the girl still lightly 








;enough dressed to have caught 
jplenty of pneumonia. 

John Miljan and Clifford Bruce 
fit their roles without exertion and 
\if William Humphrey isn't the 
{Napoleon others have been. is 
Napoleon is just as good. 

Comedy is had through situations 
;and dialog. mostly the latter and 


Novarro’'s light comedy style in talk 
jand action. One of the best sc« 
and with a laugh brought about by 
| dialog is Novarro again at the bed- 
jroom door, but this time the girl 
|won't let him in. He kisscd her 
that afternoon when they w: out 
|riding and she thought hi he 
j butler. Miss Jordan got the } on 
(Continued on page 26) 
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UNIVERSAL, smashing all precedent, establishes a 
new selling season because it has the PICTURES to 
overcome the dirth of good pictures elsewhere on the 
market! Universal alone re-arranges its schedule to 


feed the PICTURE-HUNGRY EXHIBITORS of 
the nation! UNIVERSAL alone is able to give you 
PICTURES—not promises. Pictures like— 


LAURA LA PLANTE and JOHN BOLES 
} in “LA MARSEILLAISE”....JOHN BOLES in 

7% “MOONLIGHT MADNESS” and “THE SONG 
CA nh ete OF PASSION”. ...MARY NOLAN in 





“SHANGHAI LADY,” “UNDERTOW,” “BAR- 
BARY COAST”....PETER B. KYNE’S 
“HELL’S HEROES”....JOSEPH SCHILD- 
KRAUT in “NIGHT RIDE”....“THE SHAN- 
NONS OF BROADWAY,” starring JAMES 
AND LUCILE GLEASON....“THE COHENS 
AND KELLYS IN SCOTLAND,” starring 
GEORGE SIDNEY and CHARLIE MURRAY 

ICTURES ....“WHAT MEN WANT”....The ONE and 
aN] ) | ONLY “BROADWAY”... . “SHOW BOAT” 
PROMISES | ....GRAHAM McNAMEE as the TALKING 





NEWSREEL....And the two Big Ones....., 
“ALL QUIET ON THE WESTERN FRONT” 
«... PAUL WHITEMAN’S “KING OF JAZZ” 
=. PICTURES—NOT PROMISES! 








NEW SELLING SEASON STARTS NOW! 
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DIXIE LEE 


eo this glittering, brilliant, scintillating 
star of musical extravaganzas. And what a gift! 100 stage 
and screen luminaries blend their talents in this outstanding 
box office attraction of the New Year. George Olsen and 





stage settings more lavish than anything you have ever seen. 
And a supporting cast that proves there is a Santa Claus. 


Story and dialog by Sidney Lanfield and 
Edwin Burke : 
Staged by Wolter Catlet: 
Directed by BENJAMIN STOLOFF 
Presonted by WILLIAM FOX . 


HAPPY DAYS! | 








HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
from 
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his music is heard throughout the production. Costumes and | 


HAPPY CHRISTMAS! 
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News of the Dailies 
(Continued from page 16) 


Marion Barrer, Jane Dunlap, Eva 
Hoffman, Margaret Jones, Pat Lee, 


Gwendolyn Witter, Elizabeth 
Turner, Billie Reynolds, Connie 
Sweet and Anna Lehr. All dan- 
cers. 

Superior Court Judge Craig 
granted a temporary injunction 


against the dispoSition of an apart- 


ment house owned by Lois Weber, | 


scenarist. Miss Weber claims that 
when she brought the property its 
supposed value was $550,000. She 
later discovered that it was worth 
$300,000. 


Vernon Eddy filed a $31,000 dam- | 


age suit in Superior Court against 
Mildred Mernie, pictures. Eddy al- 
leges he received seven broken ribs 
when hit by an auto driven by Miss 
Mernie. 


Davey Lee can continue playing 
vaude for the next four months by 
virtue of a Superior Court ruling. 
Original contract had been set to 


end Jan. 1. New contract con- 
cludes in April. 
Superior Court Judge yould 


granted Iva Parkes, known on the 
stage as Iva Kuhn, a divorce from 
George Parkes, artist, after 
testified that he refused to support 
her. 

Thelma McDonough told Superior 


Court Judge Schauer that all she 
wanted was a divorce from Joseph 


McDonough, director, in spite of the | 


fact that he earns $1,000 weekly. 


“Five minutes of married life with | 


she stated, ata 
to a divorce 


him was enough,” 
hearing preliminary 
trial to be held later. 


Helen Lee Worthing, former show 


girl, walked out, turned around and | 
walked right back into the domicile | 


of her colored husband, Dr. Eugene 
Cc. Nelson. The couple were mar- 
ried about three years ago. te- 
cently another woman stepped in. 
It was first agreed that Mrs. Nel- 
son take $1,000 in cash and $250 a 
month for two years and other in- 
cidentals as a property settlement. 
Reconciliation followed. 


Burr McIntosh, stage and screen, 
is in the Glendale Sanitarium. suf- 
fering from arthritis. 


Superior Court Judge Hanby 
postponed until Jan. 2 the suit for 
separate maintenance brought by 
Mrs. Olive Farnum against William 
Farnum, stage and screen, so that 
Mrs. Isabella Major, the “other 
woman” in the case, could get here 
to defend herself. Mrs, Major is 
now in New York. 


Edward A. Kavanaugh and his 
wife, Mary, were found guilty of 
theft in connection with the rob- 
bing of the United Artist theatre 
safe last August, when $12,000 was 
taken. They will be sentenced 
Dec. 30. 

Superior Court Judge Mahon re- 
fused to grant Mrs. Hazel Foster 
a divorce from Louis Foster, direc- 
tor.. Mrs. Foster asked for the di- 
vorce because her husband cursed 
her after she had “straightened up” 
his desk, 


Following a statement made in 
San Francisco by former Governor 





Friend W. Richardson that Asa 
Keyes, former District Attorney 









TANDARD 


BY WHICH ALL STAGE 
ENTERTAINMENT IS 
JUDGED. 





she | 
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here, now in jail, had evidence but 
blocked prosecution of the murderer 
of William Desmond Taylor, picture 
director, killed in 1922, the District 
Attorney, Buron Fitts, stated that 


more link to the chain he will re- 
open the case and ask for an indict- 
ment. 

Sounds locally like governorship 
propaganda for Fitts. 

Richardson claimed that he had 
positive evidence while he was gov- 
ernor of the murderer of the direc- 
tor and that he obtained it from a 
|prisoner in Folsom, who was 
eyewitness to the crime. “I went to 
Los Angeles with my information 





such evidence is now in his hands | 
and that with the forging of one | 





Town of 598 Wired 


Minneapolis, Dec. 24. 

Western Electric claims to 
have wired the smallest house 
in the smallest town. Town is 
Moha, N.D., with a population of 
but 598. Theatre is the Grand, 
seating 250. W. E. has also 
wired two theatres in Fair- 





an | 


and presented it to the Grand Jury,” | 


useless as Keyes would not prose- 
| cute.” 

According to the former governor 
he had the informer paroled from 
|prison because he feared that those 
behind the slaying of Taylor would 
have the man in prison killed. The 
last he heard, he stated, was that 
the former prisoner was 
Cruz, Mexico. 





CHICAGO 


Brunswick recording company has 





Company, holding patents covering 
the recording of sound on film and 
its reproduction from film. 
involves small amount and the pat- 
;}ents appear to have possibilities. 

Charged with receiving 
| goods, Michael <A, Corsi, 
{manager of the Club Lido here, was 
| held last week under $5,000 bond. 


stolen 


| This city caught in a blizzard, 
| with 39 hours of continuous snow- 
fall, resulting in 14 inches of snow, 
tying up traffic and closing schools. 
| On the 19th it marked the llth sun- 
| less day for the city, a record, 





Sam Margot, said to be the larg- 
est dope peddler in the midwest, 
| was sentenced to 2% years in the 
federal prison last week, 





Tyrone 
Leiber Shakespearean company 
after five weeks. Powers stated he 
left because of lack of opportunity 
to play leading roles. 


Jose Iturbi, Spanish pianist, got 
hi-hat and refused to co-appear 
with Clarie Dux, soprano, Dec. 26, 
at the Blackstone. The senor in- 
sisted that he could not endure 
“the conflict of another personality 
on the same program.” The senor 
did the some thing at Washington 
when he cancelled an engagement 
to appear with Mme. Maria Ols- 
zewska at the Mayflower hotel. 


COAST NOTES 


Virginia Bruce and Lloyd Whit- 
lock to “Young Eagles” (Par). 

Cecil Cunningham, British mimic, 
to “Old Timers’ Revue” (M-G). 

Sam Raphaelson here under. con- 
tract to write and direct for Radio. 

H. B. Warner, Judith Vosselli and 
Crauford Kent in “The Agony Col- 
umn” (WB) with Roy Del Ruth di- 
recting. 

Knut Erickson with Harry Lang- 
don in “Mrs. Dugan’s Boarding 
House” (Roach short). 

Michael Vavitch added “King of 
Jazz” (U). 

Emily Fitzroy added to John Mc- 
Cormack picture, Fox. 

Hamilton McFadden to 
“The Mad Singer,” Fox. 

Owen Davis Sr. now engaged in 
writing book for the new “Fox Fol- 
lies of 1930.” 

Johnny Walker, Paul Hurst and 
George Cooper to “Cyclone Hickey,” 
Tiffany. 

Wallace Beery to “On the Set,” 
M-G. 

Sylvia Thalberg and Frank Butler 
teamed to write originals for M-G. 

Frederic March to “Women Love 
Brutes,” Par. 

Betty Compson, 





direct 


“His Woman,” 


FN. 

Alice Weaver to “On the Set,” 
M-G. 

Carol Tevis and Mary Carlisle to 
“Songwriter,” M-G. 


Option on Nina May’s contract 
exercised by M-G. 

Richard Carle with Buster Keaton 
“On the Set,” M-G. 

Conrad Seidermann and William 
Bechtel in German version of ‘Sun 
Kissed” (M-G) for parts played in 
the American version by Richard 
Carle and Lloyd Ingraham. 

tus Edwards and Howard John- 





ison writing “Candy Land,” short 
| toffee shop revue, for M-G. 
Lucien Littlefield goes to Fox 


after engagement with Col. 
Howard Eastebrook to write orig- 
inals at Fox. 





he said, “but I was told that it was | 


| 


in Vera} 


| 
| 


acquired the rights of the Vitavox | 


Deal | 


mont, Minn., a settlement of 
less than 1,500. In all the 
company states it has recent- 
ly made more than 40 instal- 
lations in towns of 6,000 and 
under in the northwest. 











STANDARD FILM 
MAGNIFIED ON 
WIDE SCREEN 


Chicago, Dec, 24. 
The opening on Xmas Day of the 


new Essaness northside house, the | 


Pantheon, will bring to Chi its first 
wide film spot. House projector 


| does not use the wide negative, but 


former | 


| 
| 


enlarges from the regulation 36mm 
film through the use of a special 
magnifying lens. 

Essaness intends to show all its 
pictures on the wide screen, and will 


|} open with “Broadway” (U). 


| 


Powers left the Fritz! 





A. E. Thomas added M-G sce- 
nario department. 
Kenneth Thompson to “The)} 
| Songwriter” (M-G). 
| Winifred Dunn to Tiffany to) 
ladapt original, tentatively “Of 


| Shore,” by A. P. Younger. 





Z. A. Epstein has been appointed 
manager of the Strand, New York, 
to succeed Forrest H. 


Herbert Copelan succeeds Epstein | 


las manager of the Strand, Brooklyn. 


| 
| 
' 


I 


Macomber. | 


] 





Pathe After Studio; 


Temporarily Downtown 


Pathe is réported negotiating for 
lease of the old Edison-Biograph 
studio on .180th~ street, Bronx. 
Studio is in possession of an inde- 
pendent group. It is not in use at 
present and not equipped for sound. 

Eastern short subject production 
staff of Pathe, inactive since the 
fire, resumes Dec. 30 at RCA’s 
Gramercy Studio, downtown New 
York, with Walter Brooks’ musical 
two-reeler, “The Beauty Spot,” 
starting off. George LeMaire fol- 
lows Jan. 2 with “How’s the Bride?” 
Arch Heath is assigned to produce 
a third. 

Nothing further is set, although 
Harry Delmar’s “Miniature Revue,” 
in production when the fire broke 
uptown, may be completed at 
Gramercy. 





John Reinhard is manager of new 
Publix Community theatre, Miami, 
to open Christmas Day. 








Always Enough Sure-Seat Backers 
To Replace Disillusioned Chumps 





Always some folks with a little 





|with entertaining 


} 


| 
| 


| Sure-seater, 
| . . . 
|non-theatrical policies, 


dough outside the show world, 
anxious to get in in a high brow 
way. 


They will figure the arty theatre | 


the easiest initiation and the surest 
way to fatten the bank roll, 
the American 


along 
in- 
tellectual. 

When they shall have learned the 
lesson, as many of them have, there 
will be just as many more, to fill the 
gaps. 

That’s one of the reasons why the 
hybrid of regular and 
will always 


| be on the fringe of legit business. 


| Nearer during the 


past year than 


|any other has it threatened to lap 





| over. 
hibs, made desperate through high | 


cost of sound, have given the arty 
angle consideration. A lot of this 
is liable to materialize during 1930 


if many of the boys are able to hold | 


out. 

Up in Westchester right now sev- 
eral of the regulars are thinking of 
turning theatre queer. There 
hundreds of theatres throughout the 
country, especially in the better 
suburbia, which have the necessary 
physique and only need the dressing 
in foreign silent pictures to make 
the change 100% and the free cof- 
fee, cigs and sexy ushers. They 
must be added to the overhead. 

Keeping check of arty statistics 
is like an amateur trying to fol- 
low the big board. They pop up 
and go out like matches in some 
instances, while in others they just 
take one belt on the b.o. after the 
other but hang on, seemingly for 
nothing more than the kick they 
get out of watching the few hand- 
fulls of customers daily. Also, keep- 
ing up that atmosphere. 


No Guarantee 

Last January it looked as though 
the arties were getting down to 
business. Ufa announced plans for 
a system of 60, nationally. But the 
schedule never went through. It 
fell through when the Wall Street 
crowd interested demanded Ufa be 
responsible for the dividends. Then 
the Berlin office kicked the traces. 

The past year also witnessed the 
passing of the Grand Old Man of 
Arties, at least in the big way he 
was maintaining for a time and 
threatening to expand. Mike Min- 
dlin took it one-two-three on the 
Carnegie, 55th, two in Brooklyn and 
a couple elsewhere until he is back 
at scratch with the Fifth Avenue. 
Mike'll probably re-blassom., The 


Some of the poorer indie ex- | 


are | 


| Newark proposition is tied up with 


j}his name and ‘tis said there are 
other angels who are winging 
| around. 

All is not cake and coffee on the 
| film rental side of the arty. The 
Carnegie, for instance, recently paid 
$700 for Universal's “Last Com- 
mand.” And that swell sure-seater, 


formerly the Kahn place for danc- 
ing, has an overhead about as high 
as they come. Incidentally, John 
Brown has the Carnegie, which was 
formerly one of Mindlin’s bits of art 
work, 3rown used to be associated 
with young Otto and one of the first 


things he did was to get rid of 
Mike. Since then he’s had a gross 
|of managing directors. 
Out of Red 
55th Street was in the red for 
25 grand in ’28, but will show a 
inet of $5,000 for ’°29. That house 


|has got one of the best arty minds 
at the helm, Joe Fleisler. Recently, 
|'tis reported, he expended 90 bucks 
renting different shorts on animal 
and insect battles and clustered 
them together for a feature that 
brought $800 above the b. o. needs 
for a week. 

Top rental paid by 55th with its 
250 seats was an alleged $1,284.85 
for the Metro importation, “Spies”; 
that for just a week. It is further 
maintained, however, that the house 
not only went clear on it but also 
was able to salt away three centu- 
| ries, 

It is estimated by arty experts 
that the feature rental averages 
around $300 for the house of as 
many seats. 

Advertising for the locals has 
proven a big commodity. Little 
Carnegie, especially, has taken ad- 
vantage of this, taking as much as 
$400 worth of space in the dailies 
in a week but in return getting its 
stuff reviewed in the same columns 
with the big Broadway product. 

Sound hasn’t hurt arty biz any, 
it’s been bad anyway, most of them 
concede. Day or night usually re- 
veals considerable prairie. 

The darkest of sure-seat ventures 
was tried in Harlem and is reported 
to have come to a sorry passing. 
The natives refused to go for an in- 
tellectual screen diet. Foreign- 
mades that: came nearest hitting 
in the singing academy region were 
tried and everything, but the Afra- 
mericans testified by their numbers 
that the 100% American film menu 
is what they want. When it comes 
to the pictures, folks near the river 
demand pitchers what am. 














Season’s Greetings 


GARY 
COOPER 
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VARIETY Wednesday, December 25, 1929 


“THE DRAMA 
O r RADIO 


...and a Xmas Messia: 


O all of us at Xmas comes the mes- 


sage of cheer and courage and good 
will toward all men. 























Radio Pictures welcomes the festive sea- 
son with hearts full of gratitude for those 
whose generous support and unflagging 
faithin our organization made possible the 
success which has crowned our efforts. 
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| want particularly to thank the thousands 
of exhibitors in this country and abroad 
who rallied so gallantly to the banner of 
Radio Pictures...who joined in our great 


adventure when it was tule more thin : 
a brave idea kindled in the minds of men. 


| want to thank our production depart 


ment headed by Mr. William Le te 


the stars, directors, authors and the army 
px4 Ae a 
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lage from J. |. Schnitzer 





of technicians who have given their genius 
and energy so unstintingly to the Cause. 


A\nd the same deep gratitude | wish to 





express to the men of our field force 
andourHomeOffice organizationwhose 
vital showmanship and boundless spirit 
have won the admiration of the industry 
at large. 


A YEAR AGO RADIO PICTURES ~ 
WAS A DARING IDEA . 


TODAY IT IS A STUNNING 
| REALITY. .. AN OVERWHELM- 

ING FULFILLMENT OF PROMISES 
KEPT AND PLEDGES CARRIED 


OUT... 


MERRY XMAS! 
oppo on 
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26 VARIETY 
DEVIL MAY CARE |amount production takes the old 
| play dirt of ancient plains pictures, 
(Continued from page 20) | shuffles it around a bit, and, be 
i _ It was a tough one for | the studio mind fully concentra ed, 
— et ta juggle. . |makes of the Wister and La Shelle 
In story Novarro is a Napoleon |Story 92 minutes of projection, 
follower, condemned to martia! |superbly combining drama ang 
death by King Louis for conspiracy | Comedy. It will be an outstanding 


against the throne. Escaping when | 
before the firing squad by a ruse, | 
Novarro accidentally runs into Miss 
Jordan's bedroom, is given up by 
her to the soldiers because he’s for 
Napoleon, and the devil may care 
lad becomes the butler or first asst. 


but in the home of a Countess 
friend, to which same home the 
same girl later goes as a guest. 

Some nice photography and somé 
better bits here and there without 
any novelty. Novarro picture 
all of the way, for a front rank | 
juvenile and actor, whose singing 
voice is not unlike Maurice Cheva 
lier’s. Perhaps it’s the accent. 

si e. 
(ALL DIALOG) 

Paramount production and release. Di 
rected by Victor Fleming. From the story 
by Owen Wister and Kirk La Shelle, | 
adapied by Howard Estabrook. At the 
Rialto beginning Dec. 20. on grifd run. 
Running time, 92 minutes. 

Te Verret. cs ccwpeedseccses Gary Cooper | 
"TEAMPAR. ccccccccseessccses Walter Huston 
BROVO. so60ccccceéststeondece Richard Arlen 
Moliy W008... cccdscoveseess: = it Brian 
Uncle Hughey...-+.+-cee-: Chester onk! 
Honey Wiiggin...ccccvceers Eugene Pallett 
weawe TAO .0cc0cktccerssee E. H. Calvert 
Ta”. TRPIOT. cccodecvedecserss Helen Ware | 
Nebraskey.,.ccccsesevesescess Victor Potel| 
Shotty..... Bosoecdecesesbbscctars Tex Young 
Stevens 


Pedro..... Seecedccecbebe dee Charles 


money maker during 1930. This 


|goes for any theatre that shows it, 


because “The Virginian” is truly 
a nugget of rare entertainment. 
Victor Fleming has done a great 


directorial job, preserved in the 
leutting room. Although there are 


laughs unanimous ina 


throughout 


their spontaneity, the audience is 
never permitted to forget that it is 
things dramatic which are unde! 
lying. The laughs are simply nec- 
essary comedy relief from _ situa- 
tions so tense that the audience 
cannot resist that feeling of rigidity 

An ante-climax toward the mid 
dle, one of the most harrowing and 
vivid sequences ever before the 
lense, It is when the silent and 
lanky Virginian is forced to give 
the: signal which sends his pal, 


Steve, along with three other cattle 
rustlers, galloping to their death 
in nooses. Close-ups of the ad- 
justing of the are 
by the sudden swishing of tails be- 


ropes 


fore the rear hoofs plunge forward. | 





followed | 


Trampas, the menace, and proven | 


as such during the first 10 min-| 
utes when he is restrained by the | 
Virginian from assaulting the bar- |} 
maid, is saved from the hanging to; 
bait along the story for the ven- 
geance climax at the picture's closs 
That’s the theme idea, one that 
has been used hundreds of times 


by indies in the silent days for grind | 


! consumption. | 


“The Virginian” proves that with | 
the right material properly handled 
sound turns the knell for westerns 
into one of animation. 


. ' 

But the indies slap-banged away | 
while Paramount, as “The Vir- 
ginian” substantiates, regarded the | 


| ers” 


| but out-for-easy-dough 


manner. No all-shooting with some 
patched-in comedy and the organi- 
zation didn’t pad nothing into less. 

The school mam, played by the 
pretty Mary Brian, didn’t fly at 
the neck of the tall backwoodsman. 
She teased him, letting him use the 
old gag of rescuing her from a 
frightened cow and then promptly 
bawling him out. This provided 
Gary Cooper; in a style that is one 
of the reasons why the entire pro- 


1 duction is that way, with a chance 


wise-crack- 
as a sincere 
Steve. 


for a bit of byplay and 
ing with Richard Arlen 


And the village folk 
fete the new teacher, just 
hundreds of this western’s 
cessors, But here it is 
christening and the boys 


as in 
prede- 
also a 
had to 


change the babies so that the Vir- | 


tutor home. 


cinian could walk the 
Even the cowboy bathing gag, 
as old as Hollywood, got a maxi- 


not just the gag 
which it 


mum of laughs; 
itself but the manner in 
was wedged in. 

Returning to the old 
after the Virginian has been shot 
in the back hunting for Trampas, 
is recovered, and has the gun oiled 
once more. Then the menace ap- 
pears and orders the hero out of 
town by sunset. 

It’s all that way. The same old 
story stuff, but made brand new by 
Paramount. All the fans know what 


is going to happen’ and yet they 
don’t. This goes even when the 
Virginian, stalking the town for 


Trampas, is shot at, returns three 


ishots for a perfect target and takes 


his little teacher farther west. 
Waly. 


Marceline Day in “Temple Tow- 
(Fox). 
Sue Carol in “The Golden Calf’ 


This Par-|theme in a serious and thoughtful | (Fox), 
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black-and-white positive. 


for 


Chicago 


















Black-and-White Cost 


Colored Sound Pictures © 


Now—at low cost—sound pictures can : 
be printed without sacrificing any of the - 
delicate tints formerly used.... Eastman 
Sonochrome Tinted Positive Films have 
given the industry a wider range of tints 
than was ever available before—in films 
so adjusted that they give amazingly faith- 
ful sound reproduction. And though they 

- combine sound and color, these new 


e 
Eastman films cost no more than regular 


EASTMAN KODAK COMPANY 


ROCHESTER, NEW YORK 


J. E. Brulatour, Inc., Distributors 


Holly wood 








gathered to} 


barroom | 


(ALL DIALOG) 

Paramount production and relegse. Fea- 
turing Harry Green. From the etage play 
of the same name by Jo Swerling and Ed- 
ward G. Robinson; adapted by Sam Mintz 
and Viola Brothers Shore. Directed by Ed- 
ward Sloman. Marion Dix, scenario. Al- 
fred Gulick, photographer. At Paranrount, 





oe “= 
Girl From Woolworth’s 
(ALL DIALOG, with Songs) 


First National production and release, 
Aice White featured in screen credit, but 
starred in Strand’s advertising. Charles 
Delaney underlined. Directed by William 
Beaudine from Adele Comandini's story 
Dialog by Richard..Weil and E. Luddy: 








New York, week Dec. 20. Running time, | Meyer. Cameraman, Jackson Rose. Super. 
77 minutes. vised by Ray Rockett. At Strand, New 
Ike Lazarus (the kibitzer)....Harry Green| York, week Dec. 20. Running time, 6 
Josie Lazarus,..... bas caseetate Mary Brian mine, 
Eddie Brown........+++..+..Neil Hamilton | Pat King....... ett eeeeeeesseeed Alice: White 
BTC os vrcesecbe Sebecee ses Da--id Newell | Bill Harrigan..... seeeees-Charles Delaney 
WMO. cc vccecéiestecdocsecss Lee Kohlmar} Lawrence Mayfield........Wheeler Oakman 
| Kikapoupolos......eeeeeceeeces Henry Fink} Tillie Hart...... Cee eeeeerecsees Rita Flyna 
MICVEF..... cesdesesssecccesces Tenen Holtz — 
McGinty ..  pecccccccesccececeses tiuy Oliver fed ‘ 
James Livingston......seeeeee sd Albert Goan Nice program picture with the 
PRBS 6 xs bd erdhs bade wens Eddie K*se/ title and the Alice White name 
— composing the draw. Inside the 
| Should kibitz through the first, dialog, Charles Delaney, Rita Flynn, 


runs to moderate grosses, on 
} strength of its timely stock market 
theme, well travestiec, and accom- 
panying laughs. Stage angle may 
mean something; play having done 
fairly well in New York, Chicago 
and the Coast. 
While the screen 
the stage script may have been 
expected to result in variations 
from the original, it doesn’t happen 
to be the case here, though con- 
siderable liberties were taken in 
elaborating and drawing out the 
} primary continuity. All of which 
combines to provide a good many 
extraneous and ambiguous shots, 
hardly necessary to the plot, as the 
scenario sticks pretty close to the 


treatment of 


|}quences that have no bearing ac- 
|tually did squelch the picture a 
good deal. As a result the 77 min- 
utes it runs is too long, with sev- 
eral dull and draggy moments that 
might have been eliminated by ju- 
dicious cutting. No fault of the 
director, who evidently took pains 
not to deviate too much from the 
original script, and yet had screen 
proportions of the story in mind. 
In silent version this may have 
proved acceptable, but not where 
dialog holds together everything. 


For Harry Green, former vaude 
comic, and who since has. contrib- 
uted some excellent bits and roles 
on the Paramount lot, this picture 
will doubtless mean something. Be- 
sides projecting him in. his first 
featured work it serves to accen- 
tuate not so much what he does 
with the lead here, but what he 
could do in specially prepared roles 
along Yiddish lines in the future. 
With “The Kibitzer” fitting right 
into his knapsack, Green walks 
away with all honors. 


Story is of the proverbial an- 
noyer who dishes out advice to 
others while never participating in 
anything himself. Through coin- 
cidence of mistaken identity ‘in a 
young man who is after his daugh- 
ter, Lazarus, the kibitzer, falls heir 
to a block of stock with free rein 
to dispose of it at his judgment. 


A sudden upheaval in the poor 
storekeeper’s life naturally follows. 
Installing a ticker in. his. store he 
lets business go hang and can think 
of nothing but anticipated profits. 


Daughter is in love. with a good 
but poor boy who loses his life’s 
savings on a horse race through 
a tip by Lazarus. But the old 
man alibis himself by saying 
the boy shouldn’t have heeded him. 
The way he previously dopes the 
losing nag should be a how). Every 
horse, says Lazarus, must win at 
least one race in his career. This 
one hasn’t come in yet in 59 starts, 
but is being retired after this par- 
ticular race, so by the old man’s 
consensus he can’t miss. That the 
nag does, and by a mile, is another 
story. 

Climax is when Lazarus’s stock 
goes into action and from a rise of 
nine points suddenly drops and 
wipes everything out, Surrounded by 
cajoling friends and other kibitzers, 
Lazarus is suddenly confronted 
with the millionaire who gave him 
the stock, who congratulates him 
on selling to a $39,000 profit before 
it was too late. Then it’s discov- 
ered that Lazarus's half wit brother 
did it by answering a phone call 
from the broker with “Yes, sure, 
certainly,” the only Engiish he 
knew. 

Rest of the cast is substantial 
enough with little to do. Mary 
Brian, whom Paramount has been 
giving a big play of late, is demure 
and charming as the daughter. Neil 
Hamilton also acceptable as her 
lover, 

eddie Kane (Kane and Herman) 
has just a whiff of a-bit in this, 
but good. Kane and Henry Fink, 
both vaudevillains, handle dialog 
in true fashion and photograph 
well, Span. 





Supporting Dorothy Mackaill in 
“Bright Lights” for F. N. are Frank 
Fay, Frank McHugh, Noah Beery, 
Inez Courtney, Eddie Nugent, 
Daphne Pollard. 

Cast of “His Woman” for F. N. 
Includes Monte Blue, Lila Lee, Wil- 
liam Boyd, Betty Compson, Gino 
Corrado, William Janney. 

Maurice slack for 
Radio. 

Charlotte Merriam to “Dumbbells 
in Ermine,” W. B., Jack Adolphi di- 
recting. 


“Framed,” 











|and a melody which sounds as if it 
j|had a chance will be found all im. 
| portant. 

This picture may turn out to be 
a working girl's delight, that going 
for the boys, too. Reason is that 
ithe dialog is strictly according to 
the film’s title. Couched in tene- 
ment style, the flaps and jellies 
}can’t muff it, and as delivered by 
|Miss Flynn and Delaney it’s not 
only naive, but at times plenty 
funny. And this Flynn girl: oke 
on looks with a great sense of de- 
livery for droll comedy. Maybe a 
future Helen Broderick, Pretty 
close to being her picture, as De- 
laney is the only rival in this re- 
spect. 


play in directing and centering en- Miss White can’t take bows on 
tire action around one character; |this one. Warbles a couple of 
the kibitzer. Holding on to that/songs fairly, but if she’s going to 
|was okay, as it probably couldn't; continue to lead dance numbers 
have been done otherwise, without | something ought to be done about 
hurting the story proper, but in-| it, Not much doubt that Miss 
}jecting a lot of atmospheric se-| White is restricted to this type of 


story, and if that’s the case a stitch 
in time would be constant vocal and 
terpsichore coaching, mostly the 
latter in lieu of what the bunch 
has found out they can do with a 
microphone. 
To have 
dialog ‘Girl 


had less. well-fitting 

from Woolworth’'s” 
might easily have become one of 
those things. An example of taking 
an ordinary story and building it 
into something via writers and cast, 
Not an expensive picture, the flash 


end being a cabaret set and the 
usual numbers. Mention of the 
cabaret added to the film’s title 


tells the whole. scenario, even unto 


the cafe proprietor as the on the 
make menace. 
Feature is constantly on the 


move, a feather for Beaudine, while 
the crossfire between Miss Flynn, 
Delaney and Miss White holds 
laughs. Opens with Miss White 
turning on the chill for Delaney at 
a flat party while her sidekick, Miss 
Flynn, is ready to give in after one 
flash at. the sax playing subway 
guard. That Delaney must fall for 
the Harlem Carmen isn’t always 
going to be the way audiences 
would have it, due to Miss Flynn’s 
sympathetic assignment and the 
manner in which she plays it. But 
that takes the edge off Miss White 
more than the picture. By the time 
thé latter gets through trying to 
impress the other half of the love 
interest with her importance, and 
he, in turn, has dutifully registered 
his indifference, they’re both well 


on their way to a license. Girl's 
acceptance of the cabaret job 
brings about the threatened 
split-up. 


Ditty which sounds as if it may 
mean something is “What I Know 
About Love,” sent in by Miss White 
and not badly, although further 
tutoring in putting over these pops 
will help. Wheeler Oakman does 
excellently by the heavy, but the 
dialog writers cah be designated the 
outstanding factor; also Beaudine, 
who probably had a hand in it 
somewhere. Release is Ray Rock- 
ett’s supervising swan song to FN. 

It’s trashy and snappy, a com- 
bination which doesn't often miss 
for business, no matter how the in- 
tellectuals shudder. And keep an 
eye on that Flynn person. Sid. 


Nosferatu the Vampire 


(GERMAN MADE) 
(Silent) 

Parana production, Film Arts Guild ree 
lease. Directed by F. W. Murnau. Titles 
by Benjamin de Casseress. Cast includes 
Max Schreck, Alexander Granach, Gus- 
tave Wagenheilm, Greta Schroder, Karl 
Schnell and Ruth Landshoft. At the Film 
Guild, New York, week Dec. 14. Running 
time, 70 minutes, 





Skillfully mounted and directed, 
this symbolical legendary cinema 
story of reanimated ghosts in @ 
period set about a century or so 
ago when vampirism was pretty 
well entrenched in the world’s be- 
liefs, is a depressive piece of art 
made even more incompatible for 
bourgeoise theatre fare because of 
misspotted and poor titling. Latter 
lends the film more than one con- 
fusing moment and therefore it is @ 
risky exhibit for the sure seaters 
too—although the artistic quality of 
settings and direction command 
consideration, this and Murnaus 
work leaving the question open 
whether this film was made long 
ago or lately. 

Story is claimed to have been in- 
spired by “Dracula.” Whether the 
play or the book not told. Bram 
Stokes authored the novel more 
than 20 years ago and the play 
which was based on it, written by 
Hamilton Dean and John Balder- 
son, produced on Broadway by 

(Continued on page 30) 





music and lyrics by Al Bryan and George, 
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‘‘Devil May Care”’ 


/ It’s first class general enter- : 
tainment, this “Devil May 
Care,” which had its premiere 
showing last night at the As- 
tor. M-G-M has constructed | 
! a colorful romance of the 
1 Napoleonic era along operetta 
j lines. Although the story is 
i mostly told in a light and com- 
edy vein, there are some | 
mighty stirring and dramatic 
moments in this talker, which 
has been lavishly made and 
equipped with excellent tunes 
and a competent cast. Person- 
able Ramon Novarro dashes 
and sings his way through it in 
big-time style. “Devil May 
Care” is a real box-office 
Christmas gift from M-G-M to ' 
exhibitors. 
EDDY 
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In Paris You Learn— 
By Abel Green 





Paris, Dec. 24: 

That the public, particularly the 
Anglo-American tourists, are ex- 
pected to pay for everything, from 
service to tipping the orchestra. In 
a nite club, on exit, the maestro, 
usually the fiddler, will barrage you 
with a flock of “bon soirs” (good- 
nights) and if you want to feel com- 
fortable when you come back, you'd 
better stake him 100 francs. It 
doesn’t matter if you haven’t danced 
or even, as happened, if you staked 
him at the table when he planted 
himself in front of your party to 
render a chorus of something-or- 
other some stooge in the party 
might have fancied at the moment. 

In Paris you quickly learn, also, 
that every theatre, no matter its 
size, has a bar within, as part of 
the management’s racket, with in- 
termissions sufficiently long to per- 
mit a “consommation,” a liquer, cof- 
fee or what-not. Of course, nobody 
ever gets drunk between acts. 

That even Americans, surfeited by 


the limitless supply of Volsteadian- | 


prohibited beverages, soon find 
themselves drinking much below 
their illegal consumption at home, 


That working yourself up into a/ usher. 


frenzy over the world’s worst—and 
no arguments about that even from 
the most rabidly enthusiastic Pa- 
risian—phone system does your 
blood pressure no good and consider 
yourself lucky to get three phone 
calls through on any morning. You 
can put in a call, hop a cab to the 
other end and beat your call there. 
Even with some of the worst traffic 
jams around the Place de l’Opera, 
the Boulevard des Italiens and the 
Madeleine, that puts Times Square 
or 5th avenue and 42d street to 
shame. 
Scotch Idea 

That Paris drinking water is as 
good as New York’s but that a 
20-year-old myth, fostered by the 
government, makes the filtered 
water racket a great proposition for 
Evian, Vittel and Perrier. Perrier 
is in demand here by the British- 
American whiskey-soda hounds, The 
racket is that the bottled waters 
which sell at three to six francs 








,(12c to 24c) for what they give you 
by the gallon for nothing anywhere 
else, is a state-controlled proposi- 
tion and a great source of revenue 
to the government. Ask the waiter 
for “du l'eau naturel” (plain sink 
water) and you're spotted for a 
Scotchman. 

Many restaurant rackets which 
quickly bring up your check to 
prices in excess of the Astor or Ritz 
for even the most ordinary places. 
Such as the bread-and-butter 
charge with butter very high. With 
oysters, basically high at 60c a por- 
tion, you are charged extra for the 
lemon and the ketchup. Every con- 
diment, including mustard, “sauce 
Americain” (Lee and Perrins, ac- 
tually English), is put on the check. 
But the greatest racket is the three 
to six-franc “couvert” per person. 
The theory is to keep out the unde- 
sirables and that the 12c to 24c 
extra on the check discourages the 
riff-raff. As if the surcharges for the 


bread-and-butter and the basic 
menu scale does not! 

That you must tip at least a 
franc per person for every person 


in your party when seated by the 
Let a party of four sit down 
and slip her only three francs and 
she'll demand the extra franc or 
else And make believe they 
don’t raise a row about it! Even 
worse, if occupying a box for four. 
The management, the usher 
tell you, sold her the box conces- 
sion for four francs per box. She 
needs excess for profit for taking 
you to your location. 

That this tipping evil is strictly 
the fault of the managements, 
catering or amusement, because they 
pay the slaves nothing. 

The French Alibi 

That the friendly restaurant man- 
ager or enterpreneur, if cold- 
bloodedly asked by a Variety mugg 
as to the psychology or reason for 
this, when the world-over it seems 
to be the feeling that gratuities 
should be commensurate with the 
patron’s appreciation of the ser- 
vice will tell you: “We have been 
in the war, monsieur, not you. We 
have suffered, not you (meaning 





will | 





America). We are a poor nation; 
you are rich. You can afford to 
come to us; we not to you. There- 
fore when you are in France you 
must pay.” 

With this brazen reasoning any- 
thing and everything goes _ for 
Sweeney. No code of modesty, 
honor or retirement; they ask for 
a stake and if you don’t tip enough 
they'll tell it to you without 
subtlety. 

And also in Paris you learn that 
17% is surcharged on to your hotel 
bill, ostensibly for service and cer- 


tain state and municipal taxes, but! 


try and get things done if you don’t 
take care of (1), your maid; 2), 
valet; (3), room service, this de- 
spite supplementary charges; (4), 
elevator operators; (5), several 
chaussieures (doormen, taxi 
starters), and so on down 
Gypping Dives 

is indiscreet 


or 
the line 


That it 





| 


to speak | 


English too much for the sake of! 


your check, even in the lowliest 
dives in the DeLappe sector (so- 
called Apache district) who, even 
under native guidance, know the 
tricks of adding in a few numbers 
if they spot you for a tourist. That 
the native psychology reacts favor- 
ably to a few opening sallies in the 
native lingo, commanding more at- 
tention and less gyp, as is the case 
the world over. A yokel on Broad- 


way, even speaking English, might! 


although picturesquely tough enough 
looking in their blazing scarves and 
accentuated angular caps; that 
dancing with their hats on is just 
another manifestation of the mild 
exhibitionism which they seem to 
relish; that the gals are the midi- 
nettes or shop girls working for all 
of 800 francs ($32) a month in the 
department stores and swanky Rue 
de la Paix, Rue Royale, Rue 
Castiglione and Champs-Elysees 
modiste establishments; that aside 
from their side line, they are as 
harmless as the average frail. 
Tough on Dames 


jers; that the Paramount and Metro’s 





| 


That Paris has some 300,000 li- 
censed ladies of the evening who} 
must stay within their own terri- 
tories or precincts under penalty 


of official molestation,but that com-| 


petition from the unofficial dames, 
lrunning the gamut from the terrif- 
ically underpaid shopgirls to the 
more svelte play-girls who haunt] 
the bars of the fashionable hotels 
and grillrooms, makes it a tough 





find himself taken worse than an} 
American in Paris, but on the 
whole, if you can’t parlez-vous a 


certain brand of = sophisticated 
restaurant French, it’s gonna cost. 

That Paris is perhaps at its com- 
mercialized peak right now; that 
there is nothing exceptionally native 
to appeal to the tourist; that De- 
Lappe street may intrigue one with 
its rows upon rows of “maisons for 
the most discreet social relation- 
ships” (as they frankly advertize 
in “La Vie Parisienne” and other 
publications) with the buxom 
madames frankly standing in front 
of their respective doorways and 
badgering a garbled English to the 
passers-by as part of a ballyhoo 
now that the tourist season is at 
an ebb; that the tough-looking 
young people dancing around on a 
tax-grind of 25 centimes (one 
penny) for a dance that doesn’t 
last 50 seconds (by the watch) are 
about as tough as a Times Square 
office boy if not as well dressed, 





racket for all concerned. 

That you can reasonably accost 
any unescorted woman on the 
street and not be out of order bet- 
ter than 60% of the time; that this 
condition makes Paris somewhat of 
a problem to the lonely American 
femme shopper; that you can click 
10-out-of-10 if you sit down at any 
table in a bar-room occupied by a 
lonely gal, although there’s no tell- 
ing how many unpaid checks you'll 
find she’s been holding out, with the 
single visible decoy on the table 
being no criterion. (These gals are 
inveterate “consommation” consum- 
ers, and since each drink carries 
with it a slip or tab, that’s the 
means of totaling the score.) 

That the swankiest hotels and 
restaurants encourage this, for the 
sake of the gross. That the larger 
the place, meaning the more 
pretentious and expensive the estab- 
lishment, the more does this thing 
thrive, because the roominess per- 
mits leisurely lounging whereas in 
the cozy, more intimate rooms the 
bums are aired quickly. 

Lonely Nights 

That Ifke Hollywood and Beverly 
Hills, if you haven’t your circle of 
friends, you can be very lonely— 
unless you’re an inveterate chaser 
—through finding the evenings so 
empty, especially until midnight 
when the night owls may get a 
break in the Montmartre. That the 


them go owing to a ruling calling 

























































































American in Faris finds but a hand- 
ful of picture houses where English 
sub-titles interest him in the flick- 


Madeline Cinima have the ace of- 
ferings, usually not changing bil!s 
more than three or four times a 
year; that the Paramount jams ’em 
in five shows daily plus a midnight 
regularly; that the revue houses 
like the Casino de Paris and Folies 
Bergere are quickly gotten out of 
the way and there’s nothing more to 
interest the average non-French 
speaking American; that the native 


dramatic hits cannot attract or in- 
terest for linguistic reasons; that 
the nite life is stereotyped, color- 


less, drab and even less interesting 
than the average Broadway type of 
tourist-cabaret shows in New York; 
likewise not as pretentious; that 
having made the rounds once you've 
everythinge....that anything 
guaranteeing a laugh regularly after 
dark would be the grandest, sweet- 
est, quickest clean-up proposition 
in Paris. 


seen 


Restrictions 
can’t dismiss an em- 
ployee for incompetency without 
penalty of two weeks’ salary as 
compensation by law; that a work- 
men’s arbitration society expedites 
any such tiffs and the employer is 
never right; that if you give the 
necessary two to four weeks’ no- 
tice (depending on whether you pay 
off your help fortnightly or by the 
month) you must permit the about- 
to-be-dismissed employee two hours 
off daily to seek other employment 
or arrange interviews; that this 
is a Government measure against 
unemployment; that a similar meas- 
ure to protect old employees from 
losing their positions accounts for 
many apparently inactive people 
being kept on the staffs of firms 
because it’s cheaper than to let 


That you 





for three week’ salary per year to 
old age employees. 

That most business is transacted 
in the morning between nine until 
noon; that the hours’ luncheon 
usually means three, taking in from 
12-3; that that practically kills the 
rest of the day as they return for 
an hour or so only to keep cocktail 
dates and then dinner; that Paris is 
the greatest stall city in the world; 
that it requires twice as much 
work to accomplish half as much 
as in New York. 
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at present playing 
“PUBLIX CIRCUIT” 


CHARLES WITHERS 


Wishes 


icture 


to thank Pathe and other 
firms for kind offers, but 


PARAMOUNT, NEW YORK (Week Dec. 27) 


Direction, C. B. MADDOCK, 151 W. 46th Street, New York City 
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Nosferatu the Vampire 
(Continued from page 26) 


Horace Liveright in October, 1927. 
Like the play the picture is a 
shivery melo spilling ghostlike im- 
possibilities from beginning to end. 
Action details the forages of a 
nobleman who is dead yet alive, 
making night time raids on human 
beings and compelling them to be- 
come subservient to him by suck- 
ing the blood from their necks, 
often plaguing them to death. His 





























































































Murnau proved his directorial ar- 
tistry in for Fox about 
three years ago, but in this picture 
he’s a master artisan demonstrating 
not only a knowledge of the subtler 
side of directing but in photography. 
One shot of the sun cracking at 
dawn is an eye filler. Among others 
of extremely imaginative beauty is 
one which takes in a schooner sail- 
ing in a rippling stream photo- 
graphed in such a manner that it 
has the illusion of color and an 
enigmatic weirdness that’s more 
perplexing than the ghost action 
of the players. 

His funeral scene in the deserted 
town street where the bodies of 
the plague victims are carried in 
-offins held aloft by straggling pall- 
bearers is unusual to say the least. 
Empty shattering buildings photo- 
zraphed to suggest the desperate 
desolation brought on by the vam- 
oire is extremely effective sym- 
bolism. 
Max 


“Sunrise” 


Schreck as the vampire is 


an able pantomimist and works 
alocklike, his makeup suggesting 


averything that’s goose pimply. He 
did his worst on every occasion— 
which was good. 


OH YEAH! 


(ALL DIALOG) 


Pathe production and release. From story 
“No Brakes,’’ by A. W. Somerville. Adapt- 
ed and directed by Tay Garnett. Dialog by 
James .Gleason. Cameraman, Arthur Mil- 
ler. James Gleason und Robert Anrstrong 


featured. Music by George Gree. and 
George Wagener. ‘‘Love Fcund Me When 
{ Found You,’’ theme song. RCA Photo- 
phene sounded. At 58th St., New Yorx, 
three days, Dec. 18-20. Running time, 74 
minutes, 

DOGO. wevccadosseccecscess Robert Armstrong 
Dusty.scrcsecccccsscce eeeees James Gleason 
Pinkie..... bUcs deus bccanees ce Patricia Caron 
PMO WUK. 2 ccccctcvaccovccccecses Zasu Pitts 
POD ByO.ccescccccccccssccccccees Bud Fine 
Hot Foot........ iwelecowedce’ Frank Hagney 
SPURTATOs cnidccccccccesceseccces Harry Tyler 
Superintendent.......ssceee «+++--Paul Hurst 





“Oh, Yeah!” is now a picture with 
a series of situations made plausible 
by dialog. Looks very much like 
Tay Garnett missed an opportunity 
to shoot action into this one that 
would make it cohesive and active. 
Only dramatic action that filters 
hrough is a fist fight or two where 
he two weaker brethren smack 
ver a couple of bigger and tougher 
ooking hombres in a way that 
makes a guy feel ashamed he’s 
over six feet tall. James Gleason 
wrote the dialog as well as acted in 
one of the principal roles. To him 
xelongs the credit of saving the film 
‘rom an altogether negative possi- 
oility. His gags provide laughs that 
make the film fair meat for neigh- 
porhood houses. 

Couldn’t go better for several 
“easons. Main one is that story is 
aresented too weakly. 

“Love Found Me When I Found 
You,” theme song, is pleasant but 
mild, and Armstrong’s singing of it 


JOE LaROSE 


PRODUCTIONS 
FOX THEATRES 




















SOB. 


Fees io 


especial delight is a pretty woman. | 
|done and has a teasing shot or two | 





in one sequence is nothing to make 
it sure fire 

In technique, picture suffers from 
too many chatter scenes between 
Gleason and Armstrong. Former 
shows up well as film actor, al- 
though the brown derby should go 
to ZaSu Pitts for the role of the soft 
speaking, dumb acting camp wait- 
ress. Patricia Caron as the heroine, 
while new to pictures as Gleason is, 
tramps off evenly but she must not 





be confused with Pauline Garon, 
diminutive blonde. 
Photographically the film is well 


which go to keep it alive for the 
necessary 65 minutes. 

Film has nothing but the principal 
pair, subordinate characters being 
extremely subordinate. Mary Phil- 
bin is the usual ingenue and plays it 
trimly as always. Charles Grape- 
win, likewise does splendidly with a 
bit, and John Breeden looks the 
manly juvenile with little to do. 
Outside of the Gleasons nobody had 
much of a chance to shine, Camera- 
man did no better than so-so with 
his photography, although there 
‘was not much to spread on in the 
imain scene of a country hotel lobby. 

Finish, with the pair returning to 





| that carries the warmth of the out- |tne stage in an elaborate revue act 
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RALPH SPENCE 


DIALOGUE FOR M-G-M 


ispots where 


where most of story takes 
Recording is okay except in 
difficulty is probably 
more likely due to actors’ enuncia- 
tion than equipment. 

Story is tale of two boomer brake- 
men played by Gleason and Arm- 
strong. They land In one of those 
interior railroad centres that dot the 
west and land a job with the super 
by proving their physical prowess 
over a guy who tried to hang the 
crook tag to them, 

Pair have been bumming together 
for years. When Armstrong meets 
the paymaster, commissary chief 
and general factotum of the camp, 
a girl named Pinkie, he reforms and 
gets set to give up hitting the road. 


doors 
place. 


| His pal goes likewise for The Elk, 


the dumb. waitress. 

Armstrong loses‘ his roll in a crap 
game and gets jobbed for a theft he 
didn’t commit. It upsets the ro- 
mance of the pair only to become 
ironed out when the two bums acc!I- 
dentally hit upon the real crooks on 
a runaway gondola, 


SHANNONS OF B’WAY | 


(ALL DIALOG-With Songs) 


Universal production and release, starring 
James and Lucile Gleason, who created 
piece on stage. Directed by Emmett Flynn. 
Adaptation of stage play by Agnes Johns- 





ton. Cameraman, Jerry Ash. At the Col- 
ony, N. Y., week of Dec. 20. Running 
time, 65 mins, 

Mickey Shannon..... Padsacees James Gleason 
Hmma Shannon,.......<« ++»-Lucile Gleason 
SWADZEY..cccccccccce «+-+-Charles Grapewin 
TOBSIE, .ccccccccvece @acccccvece Mary Philbin 
COCK. . Kec cvccvseves de cneces John Breeden 
SPUMIEOEG, ccd cccccesedscccececs Tom Santschi 
Eddie Allen......sssee. eo eseces Harry Tyler 
Alice Allen....... eseeeesss- Gladys Crolius 
Minerva... sceccess debses Helen Mehrmann 
Albee .«»-Robert T. Haines 
NOW. ccacccccccccseccecss Slim Summerville 
MEME Bethe cdnscccvdedscebooveses Tom Kennedy 
PEO. coccccsccccseccccondetese Walter Brennan 





“Shannons of Broadway” loses a 
good deal in its translation to the 
screen, but. even at that it makes 
first rate entertainment. Production 
is directed mechanically, and set- 
tings are not well done, but even 
mediocre studio technique does not 
blur innate humanness of the Glea- 
son play of a vaudeville couple 
who are hicks on the surface but a 
loveable pair at heart. Figures to 
do fair business. 


Screen has done nothing to en- 
hance the original while much that 
carried weight in the play has been 
lost in the shadow transcription, the 
result of uninspired direction. The 
Gleasons in their old parts have 
none of the flicker tricks, playing 
the roles as they would before the 
footlights. Performance in conse- 
quence is of rather too fine—in the 
sense of subdued quiet—a quality. 


Story should have heen a comedy 
natural if it had been heightened 
with Hollywood's usual resourceful- 
ness in gagging and elaboration of 
settings. As revealed here it is no 
more than a good program picture, 
plus the value of the play’s Broad- 
way success and the prestige of the 
Gleasons’ name, whatever that may 
mean in pictures, 


Scrint needed pointing and dress- 
ing for the screen, It is without the 
sprightly background of most back 
stage stories, depending upon the 
subdued humor of. the character 
sketches. Job of the adapter and 
director should have been to trans- 
late these elements into screen 
values as was done with “Broad- 
way,” also by Universal, and a much 
better bit of work. 

Lacking the elaborate setting. di- 
rector has concentrated on the brisk 
comedy of the characterizations, the 
punch of surprise gag lines, and the 
singing, dancing and musical spe- 


| produced out of their real estate 
winnings, makes a capital finis to 
the story, the only touch of the 


| splurge that should have been better 


emphasized all the way. Rush. 


MYSTERIOUS ISLAND 


(COLOR, 90%; DIALOG, 5%) 


M-G-M production and release. Adapted 
and directed by Lucien Hubbard from 
story of the same title by Jules Verne. 
Photographed by Percy Hillburn. Musical 
score (synchronized) by Broones and Lange. 
In Technicolor, 90%. At the Capitol, New 





York, Dec. 20. Running time, 95 min- 
utes 

D@kKMAF. .cccccccccccccces Lionel Barrymore 
Sonia... PTT TTITITIT TTT tr Jane Daly 
Nikolal...ccscccses . Lloyd Hughes 
a PPPYPOPTITTITTLTriLirrre Montagu Love 
Mikh@il...cccccccccccssseres Harry Gribbon 
ANTON, cccccccccccccccsccess SHits Edwards 
Dmitry. .cccceccctccvsecsese Gibson Gowland 
TOPOBR. cccccccecaccces »+»Dolores Brinkman 





Based on a story by Jules Verne, 
who dreamed fantastic and imagin- 
atively described devices later to 
materialize, this picture, of neces- 
sity, is weird and greatly at vari- 
ance with both logic and history. 
But its impressiveness and unusual- 
ness are unquestioned, and therein 
rest its box office possibilities. It 
should draw fair grosses, with the 
advantage of being suited to re- 
vivals and showing in the art the- 
atres after its original field has 
been exhausted, 

There is a steep production cost 
to overcome. Shot almost com- 
pletely .in Technicolor, with a 
wealth of special sets, costumes, 
mechanical devices and elaborate 
miniatures. Picture is reported to 
have been two years in the making, 
probably on the shelf most of that 
time. 

Where foreign distribution is not 
ruined by politics, there are fur- 
ther gross possibilities. And with 
only a few minutes of opening dia- 
log, conversion to foreign under- 
standing is easily accomplished. 
Aside from the continual nov- 
elty of scenes, performance of 
Lionel Barrymore as the inventive 
genius is predominant. He never 
fails to hold tense interest, from 
the moment he explains his me- 
chanical creations to the time he 
demands to be buried alive in his 
one remaining submarine. It is a 
powerful yet perfectly toned role. 
Lloyd Hughes and Jane Daly as 
the love interest supply an attrac- 
tive background, 

more plays Count Dakkar, 
who on his island off the mainland 
supervises construction of two:.sub- 
marines many years before they be- 
came historic realities. Falon, also 
a noble, is anxious to secure the 
throne by revolution and believes 
Dakkar’s inventive genius will aid 
him. Failing to secure the inven- 
tor’s assistance by pleas, he cap- 
tures Dakka and his island crew 
while Dakka’s assistant is below the 
sea testing one of the submarines. 
Men in the submarine later rescue 
Dakka from torture but cannot find 
his sister, with whom Falon is in 
love. As they are preparing to 
submerge again, Falon’s men turn 
cannons on the submarine, sending 
it to the bottom helpless though 
still watertight in certain compart- 
ments. 

At the bottom, Dakka and his 
men look out upon an underground 
city, populated with repulsive crea- 
tures somewhat resembling men. 
By slaying a huge dragon with tor- 
pedoes, they win the people’s grati- 
tude and prepare for a short period 
of investigation in diving suits be- 
fore dying for lack of air. 

Dakka’s sister, meanwhile, has 
hidden in a duplicate submarine on 
the island and is about to flee with 
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cialty of the vaudeville pair, all of 


a few crew members when Falon 


and several of his men enter the 
ship. The girl cripples the sub- 
marine by hurling a bomb at its 
key mechanism, and the ship sinks 
alongside the other one. 

There is a short battle undersea 
between Falon’s and Dakka’s men, 
with Falon killed. Warm blood stirs 
the undersea people to lust. They 
attempt to kill all the humans by 
siccing a huge octopus on them. 
Dakka is fatally crushed, but lives 
to be brought to the surface by 
his assistant and the sister, who 
fix one submarine with a part from 
the other. Then when his island 
is recaptured from Falon’s remain- 
ing men and his sister is safe in 
the arms of his young assistant, 
Dakka voluntarily goes down in his 
submarine to a living burial. 
Lucien Hubbard’s handling of 
mob scenes and individual perform- 
ances is excellent. His finished 
product would have been greatly 
benefited by stricter cutting. There 
are several intervals causing 95 
minutes to be obviously too many. 
Photography by Percy Hillburn is 
skilled craftsmanship. Shots of 
mobs, sets and miniatures are al- 
ways impressive. 

Technicolor is used except in un- 
derwater sequences. Musical score 
is synchronized to act throughout 
as emotional stimulant. Dialog for 
five minutes to set the story at the 
start. 

Disclosure of the submarine, radio 
and harnessed electricity as ancient 
history may gall some sticklers. 
But blame that on Verne. Bang. 


MEISTERSINGER 


(GERMAN MADE) 
(Silent 


Produced by Phoebus Films. Released 
by Moviegraphs, Inc. Based on Richard 
Wagner opera of same name, Original 


film title is ‘‘Der Meister von Nurenberg.’’ 
Directed by Ludwig Berger. Photographed 
by Carl Puth and A. Graatkjer. Architect, 
R. Bamberger. Cast includes Rudolf 
Rittner, Max Guelstorf, Maria Solveg, Gus- 
tav Froehlich, Julius Falkenstein, Veit 
Harlan, Else Wagner and Hans. Wassman. 
At S5th St., New York, week Dec, 14. 
Running time, 82 minutes, 





It’s a job to plant an operatic 
ideal into silent films and still re- 
tain dramatic harmony. In this 
picture though the producers at- 
tempted a sincere effort they failed 
in transposition endeavors to carry 
over the imaginative qualities of the 
Waegnerian opera that takes a light, 
sensitive theme and with music 
transforms it into a tingling, soul- 
ful masterpiece. 

The picture is flat even for the 
sure-seaters. With the music of 
the opera deleted the story becomes 
blunt, sombre, humorless and naive. 
Cast okay and action is carried 
out with good directorial effort, but 
the soul of the drama is missing. 
It lies in the music, ° 

In present state it’s neither spec- 
tacle nor worthwhile theatre fare. 

Only ray is Maria Solveg, as-the 
girl. She is keen and a good player, 
and her bright complexion coupled 
by the fact that she wore a light 
costume throughout the film, in 
contrast to the scowling, scheming, 
black countenances of the rest of 
the cast in their black outfits. 

The villain wore tortoise shell 
glasses of a -1930 make. 

Beyond this it may be said for 
Director Berger that he produced 
some fine acting and especially de- 
tail with the mob scenes. 





“Society Sinners” instead of 
“Clipped Wings” is title of picture 
being made for Cruze Productions 
by Walter Long. Complete east 
includes Olive Borden, Lloyd 
Hughes, George Fawcett, Wilfred 
Lucas, Bodil Rosing, Howard Hick- 
man, Gertrude Messenger, Norman 
Peck, James T. Mack, Charlotte 
Stevens, Raymond Keene, Harry 
MacDonald, 


— . ae 
, 
COURTIN’ WILDCATS 
(ALL DIALOG) 

Universal production and release. W, 5 
recorded. Directed by Jerome Storm. Story 
by William Dudley Pelley. Cast includes 
Hoot Gibson, Eugenia Gilbert, Harry Toag 
Joseph Girard, Monty Montague, John 
Oscar, Jim Corey, James Farley, Pete Mor. 
rison, Joe Bonomo, At Loew’s New York 
one day, Dec. 17, one half double pii)’ 
Running time, 56 minutes. r 


This is good example of how talk. 
er stuff has changed old line west. 
erns, until only thing resembling the 
silent pancakers ground out in the 
pre-dialog days are the horses, and 
if their neighs could be recorded 
even they might be different. Yet 
picture must be classed in old style 
—with talk, And on such basis 
makes fitting opera for the deserteq 
western fans, It’s got severa] 
laughs, brief broncho-busting epi- 
sode, auto race, two-gun heroine 
and a finish that tickles, 

Hoot Gibson is a book worm cole 
lege boy, son of wealthy foundry 
owner. Papa wants to put him into 
foundry to help build him up phys- 
ically, and son balks. So, with aid 
of family doctor, boy is farmed to 
friend owning wild west, and th 
kid is a howl. He saves the leading 
lady, who’s the toughest hombre in 
the outfit, from the police for shoot- 
ing her father’s enemy—and then 
marries her. 

Dialog’s okay. Recording good and 
photography in approved manner. 


HIS FIRST COMMAND 


(ALL DIALOG) 
Pathe production and release. 
by Gregory LaCava, also 
dialog. William Boyd, 


Directed 
credited with 
Dorothy Sebastian 


featured. RCA sound recording. At the 
Hippodrome, N. Y., week of Dec. 21. Rune 
ning time, 65 minutes. 

Bee. COVER s acawesaccetcces William Boyd 
Judy Gaylord. .iccccecess Dorothy Sebastian 
Lieut, Allen.....es- 0eeseoes Gavin Gordon 
GONG s scccecegdvesccceoccoeve Helen Parrish 
es GHONIOES, ce cccccces «+--Alphonz Ethier 
EY MEN + 606.05 00800686 Howard Hickman 
Sergeant Westbrook...-..seeees Paul Hurst 
SE TD on 60 0 060660064664 Jules Cowles 
Bre, FIRS s..craccccecce Ostgeeved Rose Tapley 
Mrs. Sargent.....+.se+..-Mabel Van Buren 
PROMIEE soo cecccegcsces eeeeves Charles Moore 


Folks who never were in the army 
won’t be the wiser that anyone act- 
ing like Terry Culver would be 
automatically slapped into the brig. 
The Hollywood version would end 
too abruptly if army regulations 
were known out there. So, young 
Terry is able to sneer and wise- 
crack at officers until he gets a 
commission himself, after which he 
simply marries the Colonel’s 
daughter. Well enough knit to run 
smoothly and be considered a good 
program picture by the masses. 

William Boyd is called upon to 
do a Haines and he accomplishes 
it with poise. Dorothy Sebastian 
plays right along with him as Judy, 
daughter of the Commandant. Paul 
Hurst does a tough sergeant. AS 
Westbrook he is as good as the 


(Continued. on page 32) 
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Appearing With Sister Harriet 
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They’re stil 
talking about 
Brilliant 
WORLD PREMIERE 
last Monday 
night at the 
WINTER GARDEN 
Theatre, N. Y. 


‘ 
ALEXANDER GRAY, JOE E. BROWN, PERT KELTON, 
Ford Sterling, T. Roy Barnes, Jack Duffy, Albertina Rasch 
Dancers. ¢ ¢ ¢ Directed by. John Francis Dillon. | ¢ ¢ ¢ Photoé 
graphed entirely by Technicolor Process. #¢ ¢ ¢ From Florenz Ziegfeld’s 
yn, author and Jerome Kern, composer. 
Firat 
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HIS FIRST COMMAND 
(Continued from page 30) 
gcript and direction permit him to 
be. Had this non-com been allowed 
to take a sock at the wisecracking 
hero, the picture would have gained 
far more realism than even the 
color guard in one colored sequence. 
Average audience will find plenty 
of laughs in the dialog, all inspired 
by Private Terry’s deliberate blun- 
dering. Saluting a post as part 
of his lesson in army etiquette rates 
the most hilarity. 

; Steeplechase is given a new twist 
| for a thrill, despite the obviousness 
| of tiny Jane taking a spill just be- 
+ fore pounding horses reach the final 
' barrier. Terry, of course, rescues 
{ the child to come back with an arm 
fin a sling and a commission. 

Off screen scrap between a lieut. 
and Terry earlier in the footage is 
Waly. 


i 
well handled for suspense. 


CHRISTINA 


(20% DIALOG) 
(2d Review) 


Fox’s “Christina” is at the Roxy, 
New York, this week (Dec. 20) with 
a 17-minute dialog finish, more than 
— seven months after a $2 run without 
® talk at the Gaiety. 


Question of taste as to whether 
» the verbal ending improves the film 
dramatically, but that it increases 
“Christina’s” sales value to exhibs 
} and audiences is hardly to be doubt- 
ed. A dialog line in “Christina's” 
billing is unquestionably better 
| present than absent. 

Oddly enough, because of the talk, 
“Christina” in its pop grind at the 
Roxy is about eight minutes longer 
than when a two-a-daying at the 
Gaiety, where it ran 75 minutes. 
Little change noted in the action in 
the switch from silence to talk, but 
the actual speaking consumes the 
extra time. 

Sudden insertion of talk after more 
than an hour minus dialog brought 
the audience up with a start and tit- 
tering resulted. when picture was 
caught at the Roxy. Silence is 
broken without warning when, in 
the story, Christina returns to her 
home after being tricked into be- 
lieving her wounded sweetheart is 
drunk. From then on until the un- 
changed ending, all is chatter. 

The talkers are Janet Gaynor, 
Charles Morton, Rudolph Schild- 
kraut, Harry Cording and an un- 
billed woman in a landlady role. 
Miss Gaynor has proved herself 
vocally before and does as well 
herein. Schildkraut as an eminent 
stage player needs no comment as 
to his voice. It records well. Mor- 
» ton talking is remindful of Charlie 
| Farrell, whom he resembles in other 
ways. Bige. 





| 
| 
| 
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DARK SKIES 
(ALL DIALOG, with Songs) 


Biltmore production. Released by Capitol 
Film Co. Directed by Harry S. Webd. 
Story by John Francis Nateford. Recorded 
by Telefilm. In cast: Shirley Mason, Wal- 
lace McDonald, William V. Mong, Tom 
O’Brien, Josef Swickard. At Loew's New 
York, one day, Dec. 10, one half double 
bill. Running time, 68 minutes. 





Pretty tough on the exhib if he’s 
gotta consider this. In making the 





wouldn’t fit in Harlem night club 


because next to the exhib the guys 
who suffer most are the fans. 


Opens in smirky California fish- 
ing village. Few minutes later same 
village is fashionable Riviera. Rum 
running Mexican hero meets girl by 
knocking her down in a big city 
where she goes for no good reason. 
Six months later the two meet again 
in casual intimacy in the village. 
Little later picture explains gir) is} 
innocent maid but uncle lashes her 
just the same. 

And as choppy as this explana- 
tion sounds in print, just as chopp) 
are the sequences in the film. 


With Car and Camera 
Around the World 


(Silent) 
Travelog produced by Aloha Wanderwell. 








At Sth Avenue Playhouse week Nov. 14 
Running time, 66 minutes. 
Purely geographical. Cut down 


would make an interesting short if 
sounded, but in present shape 
doesn’t mean a thing for box office. | 
Mrs. Wanderwell, accompanied by 
her husband and two children, cov- | 
ered more than 100,000 miles over a | 
period of 10 years in filming these 
scenes. 

Apparently the sequences were | 
completed about seven or eight 
years ago. Starting out from France, 
Mrs. Wanderwell camaraed the}! 
European continent, covering topo- 
graphical and character features, | 
then proceeded to the Orient. Tra- | 
versing over every principal city | 
through Japan and China, the expe- 
ditionists gathered a lot of unique 
shots, 


China and flashing a peek at Pek- 
ing. Harbin is the spot where Rus- 
sia and China had their latest con- 
flict. San Francisco is the next 
stop, showing landscape of 
American coast town, with Holly- 
wood appendixed in close-ups. From 
there to Miami during the hurricane 
there several years ago, getting 
some nifty clips of land and water. 
Cuba is next, then the jungles of 
Africa. Considerable time must 
have been spent by Mrs. Wander- 
well in the wild animal regions, but 
aside from skimming the deserts 
and jungles no outstanding camera 
work of beasts. Last lap is Portu- 
gal, wih its quaint customs and 
people. 

Photography as a whole is poor. 
Here and there some shots display 
unusual color and effect, but it ap- 
pears that Mrs. Wanderwell was 
handicapped a good deal by climatic 
conditions, Span. 
































JONES and HULL 


Featured in F. & M. “SWEET COOKIES” IDEA 
. Thanks to FANCHON & MARCO 
Direction SHALLMAN BROS. 








Miller, Bernard K. Marcus, Jack 


Tennant. 
Charlies S. Hand, John H. Mc- 
Cooey, James H. Cullen, Jos. V. 


McKee, C. Stanley Mitchell, Court- 
landt Smith, Sam H. Harris, David 
S. Rendt, Edward B. Hatrick, R. L. 
Goldberg, Jos. M. Hannan, Geo. M. 
Cohan. 


producers doped tt up plenty. William Seeman, James J. Byrne, 

Everything, from hula-hula danc- | Walter R. Herrick, Bernard F. Gim- 

ing, rum running, Chinese dancing/bel, Quinn Martin, William J. 

girls, Mexican greaser, and U. S./|Flynn, William J. Duffy, Father 

Navy—so it’s got nothing. Story | Duffy. 

still hash. James J. Hines, Joseph Brown, H. 
Singing toward close by hero | Warren Hubbard, J. A. Droege, Ar- 


|thur J. Philbin, Newton D. Alling, 
but that evidently makes no diff, | Michael Kletz, Harry Buxbaum. 


| Capt. W. J. Pedrick, Frank J. Prial, 
J. Charles Parkes, 


|G. Whalen, I. T. Flatto, Sid Solo- 
(mon, Dr. Menas S. Gregory, Inspec- 


nected 


From the Orient, Mrs. Wanderwell | commissioner, mentioned the 
traveled to Harbin, Manchuria, after | dent, saying: 
photographing the Great Wall of | 


the | 


Sheehan Dinner 


(Continued from page 6) 


Jack P. Leo, Joseph Brownstone, 


Hamilton G. 
Stenersen, Joseph Pincus, Clayton 
Sheehan, Major John Zanft, James 
P. Sinnott, Harry Cooper, Jos. A. 
Fitzgerald. 

P. H. Enniss, Fred Hall, F. iL 
Prendergast, Martin Green, William 
Finn, Daniel L. Ryan, Dr. Herman 
L. Reiss, William E: Walsh, James 


tor John O’Brien. 





Sheward Hagerty, Bert Swett, | 
James R. Grainger, William Wad- | 
dell, Judge Thos. A. McAndré Ws, | 
Howard A. Shiebler, Edward F-. | 
Kealy, Saul Rogers, Walter J. 
Moore, Jos. Meehan, Capt. 


o’Connor, C. C. Nobles, John Dun- 
can Dunne, 

Mr. Kealy holds the credit line of | 
having been William Fox’s first | 
vaudeville booker. He is now con- 
with Fox 10th avenue studios. 
Cronies for 25 Years 

All speeches referred to Mr. Shee- 
han and his political cronies. Mere 
mention made only by the speakers 
of Mr. Sheehan‘s achievements in 
the film industry, they evidently 
looking upon that as accepted. 
Most went back to when “Winnie 
Sheehan, a rosy-cheeked cherubic 
boy, came here from Buffalo 25 
years ago and became a reporter on 
the New York ‘World. ” 

That from Mr. Curry, who added: | 

“In my district at the time was | 
a pretty hot campaign. ‘The World’ 
assigned Winnie Sheehan to cover 
the fight. Winnie did it very well 
and as I didn’t get any the worst of 
it we have been friendly ever since.” 

In introducing Mr. Adamson, a 


Thos. | 


. 





Picture Possibilities 





“Red Rust”—Unfavorable 


“RED RUST” (Drama, Theatre Guild Studio, Beck). 
Russia propaganda unsuitable from .either theme or 


screen. 


Lot of Soviet 
story for American 
Span. 





“Inspector Kennedy”—Unfavorable 


“INSPECTOR KENNEDY’ (Wm. 
Sherry). 


Hodge, Milton Gropper and Edna 


Picture producers look on crime mysteries as outmoded, which elim- 
inates this<one, although it has a good deal of merit as a stage play. 


Rush. 





“Half Gods”—Unfavorable 
“HALF GODS” (Comedy, Arthur Hopkins, Plymouth). 


A leve story of married life, one with suggestive incidents that would 


no little delicacy if used for the screen. 


Ibee. 





“Family Affairs”"—Unfavorable 


“FAMILY AFFAIRS” 
Weber, Maxine Elliott's). 
A light comedy a bit too much so 


(Comedy, Arthur Hopkins and L. Lawrence 


for the screen. It presumes situa- 


tions which probably would fit as gracefully in picture form as on the 


stage. 


Tboee. 





“Meteor”’—Favorable 
“METEOR” (Comedy-Drama, Theatre Guild, Guild). 


Play of a sublime egoist. Curious, 


impossible story but interesting. 
Ibee. 








~ COAST NOTES 


Title of “Come Out of the Kitch- 
en” changed to “Honey” by Par. 

James Finlayson added to “Young 
Eagles,” Par. 

Option on Kay Johnson exercised 
by M-G. 

Betty Compson and Frank Me- 
Hugh for “Bright Lights,” FN. 

Gino Corrado added “His Wom- 
an,” FN. 

Buddy Wattles and Vera Marsh to 
“Only the Girl,” WB short, Roy 
Mack directing. 

Roy Stewart to “The Girl Who 
Wasn't Wanted,” Fox. 

Lila Lee and Robert Ames to 
“Yonder Lies the Daisies,” Fox. 

Eddie Kane and Charles Judels to 
“Tonight at Twelve,” Fox, 





former New York fire commissioner, 
Mr. Johnson, also once the city’s fire 
inci- 


“But Mr. Adamson had bigger and 
better fires than I did.” 

Gun Parking Station 

During the dinner a couple of 
pros gave exhibitions on the little 
complex golf course. Following the 
speaking interval, which concluded 
the dinner proper, a tournament was 
played on the course by those of the 
guests who wished to enter. 

In the reception room upon enter- 
ing the first thing to be noticed was 
a table holding four or five prop 
guns and a sign reading: 

“Please park your guns and valu- 
ables here with safety.” 

It went for a smile two ways, for 
itself and the recall of the Judge 
Vitale affair. 

In watching the speakers, nearly 
all probably appearing before the 
miked camera for the first time, 
each, excepting Sheehan and the 
Mayor, stared directly into the cam- 
era. A couple admitted fright even 
in the studio. ! 

Later when Mr. Sheehan, who 
nicely timed an opening acknowl- 
edgement of the expected salute 
which was given, was asked how he 
felt when going into his canned talk, 
said he was frozen. 

All of the speeches were interest- 
ing in a most enjoyable evening. 
Governor Smith made the shortest 
talk. Mayor Walker the longest, 
and the Mayor also kept up his 
other record—late again. 





Cornelius Keefe, “Bright Lights,” 





FN. 
Noah Beery, Daphne Pollard, Ed- 
| die Nugent, Maxine Cantway, 
“Bright Lights,” FN. 
William Janney, DeWitt Jennings, 
“His Woman,” FN. 


Ned Sparks, Thomas Jackson, 
Montague Loye, “Yonder Grows the 
Daisies,” Fox. 

Reginald Barker, back at Tiff. To 
direct “Song of the Island.” . 

Tom Dugan and Barbara Leonard, 
WB shorts. 

James Flood, directing “Cyclone 
Hickey,” Tiff. 

H. J. Green doing the dialog on 
“If I Were Alone with You,” Sidney 
Lansfield’s first directorial assign- 
ment for Fox. 

Eddie Kane and Charles Judels, 
“Tonight’s the Night,” Fox. 

Waldemar Young to write for 
FN. 

Russ Brown, “Done in Oil,” WBV 
short. 

Bessie Love, “Good News,” M-G. 

Dale Van Every has joined Max- 
well Anderson and Lawrence 


Stallings in writing next story for 
John Gilbert, M-G. 


Clive Brook borrowed from Par 


ifor “Other Men’s Wives,” FN. 


“Dawn Patrol,” new title of FN’s 
“Flicht Commander.” Howard 
Hawkes will direct. 


Kenneth Thompson, “Songwriter” 
M-G. 

Paul Bern will produce “The 
Circle” for M-G, David Burton di- 
recting. Paul Cavanaugh, ,Mary 
Forbes, Lewis Stone, Ernest Tor- 
rence, Anthony Bushell in cast. 

William Holden in “The Jail 
Break,” Mervin LeRoy’s next for 
(FN). 

Robert Edeson for 
(FN). 

Marguerita Padula for 
part in “Dixiana,” Radio. 

Complete cast “Moran and Mack 
in the A. E. F.,” Par: Charles Mack, 
Bert Swor (Moran), Joan Peers, 
Neil Hamilton, Walter McGrail, 
Walter Weems, Betty Farrington. 

Paul H,. Fox writing “Sisters” for 
Sally O'Neil and Molly O’Day, Col, 

George B. Seitz finishes “Murder 
on the Roof” and will direct an- 
other for Col. 

Cyril Chadwick and Ivan Linow 
for “Temple Tower,” Fox. 

Richard Keene to “Golden Calf,” 
Fox. 

Eddie Nugent, Regis Toomey, 
“Bright Lights,” FN. 


EVERYTHING m RUBBER 
For the Stage and Screen 
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ANIMALS 
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singing 
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N. ¥Y. TELEGRAM 
By William Boehnel 


ful and charming. . . 


lilting to stir the emotions. . 
With a tuneful score and 


diversion. 





The score, which was com- 
posed by Herbert Stothart, it 
should be added by now, is tune- 
. “Charm- 
ing” is an especially att:active 
number, and so for that matter 
is the “March of the Old Guard,” 
which is sufficiently martial and 


that should provide more than 
just a few moments of pleasant 


Opened at Astor, New York, Sunday, Dec. 22 


PRESS COMMENTS 





Novarro Sings and 
ares 
“Devil May Care” 


Broadway showing 


one 





EVE. GRAPHIC 
By Julia Shawell 
“DEVIL MAY CARE” 


the Astor Theatre for its first 


with Ramon Novarro. 
the Novarro fans grow after this 
exhibition of his talents. 


HERBERT STOTHART 


COMPOSER OF “ROSE-MARIE,” “GOLDEN DAWN,” “SONG OF THE FLAME,” “DAFFYDIL” AND MANY OTHER HITS 
HIS FIRST TALKING PICTURE PRODUCTION, “DEVIL MAY CARE,” FOR RAMON NOVARRO, A METRO-GOLDWYN PICTURE 








Everybody 


moved into 
movie. 
jast night 
Watch 
per cent 
Care.” 

















Personal Direction 


ENTIRE SCORE COMPOSED BY 


SIDNEY PHILLIPS 


THE MIRROR 
Bland : 
“Devil May ae + Best Picture 
et 


“Devil May Care,” at the Astor. 
Ramon Novarro’s first talking 


The best bet on Broadway. If 
Ramon ever was good, he’s 100 


the music. .. 
is original, delightful. 
particularly true of “Charming,” 
a@ song sung by Mr. 
which is bound to be the most 
talked of piece of the season. 


N. Y. SUN 
By John S. Cohen, Jr. 
Herbert Stothart has written 
- Some of it 
This is 


Novarro, 





better in “Devil May 








HERBERT STOTHART 





ciant, and he plays it with an in- 
gratiating ease. 
him a chance to be adventur- 
ously acrobatic, the part is cued 
for several tuneful songs that 
range from soulful serenades to 

martial choruses. | 


N. Y. EVE. JOURNAL 
By Rose Pelswick 
Novarro’s role is gaily insou- 


Besides giving 
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~ College Head Forbids School's 


- Quartet From Theatre's Stage 








Troy, N. Y¥., Dec. 24. 

Objecting to the commercial ex- 
ploitation of the Rensselaer Poly- 
technic Institute Quartet, Dr. Palm- 
er G. Ricketts, director of the fam- 
ous engineering school, forbade the 
appearance of the singers on the 
stage of Proctor’s, vaudfilm, last 
week. It had been arranged to 
present the quartet as an added 
attraction to the feature picture 
of college life. Billing was given to 
the rah-rah vocalists and a good- 
gized delegation of fellow students 
were on hand at the evening pef- 
formance to greet them. 

.When the manager announced the 
R. P. I. president had barred the 
quartet from appearing on the stage, 
he was greeted with a typical col- 
legiate razz. A portion of the col- 
lege program was carried out, the 
boys in the audience singing college 
songs and standing while the organ 
played the R. P. I. “Alma Mater.” 

Dr. Ricketts has clashed with the 
student body on several occasions 
the past year, the director seeking 
to discourage extra curricula ac- 
tivities of a frivolous or sensational 
nature. 





Makes Good 1-Year-Old 


Bad Check in Omaha 


Omaha, Dec. 24. 

Bud Harris, colored (Harris and 
Radcliffe), made good on a bad 
check here and charges were 
dropped last week. He w:s under 
a bond of $250 supplied by the Or- 
pheum (Keitiu’s) theatre manage- 
ment and missed no performances, 
Bail for Harris after arrest was set 
at $500 but later reduced, 

Colored comedian was alleged to 
have issued an insufficient funds’ 
check for $100 drawn .on a New 
York bank in Omaha Nov. 3, 1928. 
Check was issued to Samuel Van- 
derhurst and cashed by Otto Mason, 
the complainant. 

Mason missed Harris when the 
act last played Omaha but grabbed 
him this time. 


$300 Holdout 


Chicago, Dec. 24. 
Art Shires, organized baseball’s 
nuisance, and the city’s latest pub- 
licity natural, is holding out on 
RKO. He wants $1,000 for a week 
at the State-Lake, was offered $700, 

and the booking office stood pat. 
The “Great” Shires, since losing 
his second scrap, has been referee- 
ing bouts in the suburbs for $250, 
and getting it. Shires turned down 





' $150 offered by an agent just to 


put in an appearance at a party. 
Billy Diamond’s idea was that 
while Shires was still breaking into 
print on the sports pages, to have 
the 2l-year-old marathon talker 
sing a song or two and strum his 
banjo while the public hooted or 
jeered—just so they paid. 





_ HARRY LEE CONNECTS 


Hollywood, Dec. 24. 

Harry Lee, formerly of Hoey and 
Lee, has broken into the picture 
racket. He came here to visit his 
brother, Sammy, last week and was 
grabbed by Chuck Reisner for 
‘Hollywood Revue of 1930.” 

Completing this work, he was 
called to appear in the Buster Kea- 
ton picture now in work. This is 
Lee's first screen work. 





Cook in Col. Film 

Joe Cook may agree this week 
Upon a Columbia arrangement for 
him to appear in the talker version 
of the.stage show that starred him, 
“Rain or Shine.” 

Col has secured the screen rights 
from the show’s producers, Jones & 
Green, 


Leo Morrison is handling the Cook 
end of the deal. 





Two Mortons Act 

Sam Morton and his daughter, 
Kitty, have formed a two-act, They 
are now breaking in for Keith's. 

Naomf Morton has teamed with 
Frank Wheeler (Wheeler and Car- 
at for vaude. They open for 

eith’s in two weeks, 





Markert Threatened 
Hollywood, Dec. 24. 

Russell E. Markert, staging dances 
for Universal's “King of Jazz” (Paul 
Whiteman) is resting after slight 
attack of appendicitis. 

Operation probably not necessary. 

eanwhile production continues. 


ko 
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BILLY MONTGOMERY OUT; 
TRYING FOR COMEBACK 


Although convicted five times, 
four for using drugs and once for 
larceny, Billy Montgomery, vaude- 
ville, was given another chance for 
a comeback. 





Monday he appeared 
for sentence in Special Sessions fol- 
lowing his plea of guilty to petty 
larceny. After hearing his story 
Montgomery was sentenced to six 
months in the workhouse, but sen- 
tence was suspended pending good 
behavior. 

Montgomery was arrested Dec. 14, 


in contrast to the previous times 
he had appeared before the Justices. 

He explained his neat 
healthy appearance to being off the 


dope. 


Hungry 
When Justice Murphy asked the 
actor why he had committed the 


larceny Montgomery explained that 
he was broke at the time and 
hunery. 

“When I saw 
window I 


the clocks in the 
decided to get one and 
pawn it. I hadn’t eaten in two 
days and my landlady threatened 
to throw me out that night unless 
I paid my bill. I did get the coat 
and clock but was caught before I 
left the store. It was probably just 
as well for I suppose if I had got- 
ten away this time I would have 
repeated the offense. 

‘T was in tough luck, your Honor. 
I had borrowed ffom all my friends 
in the past and did not like to go 
to them again.” 

Jacob Lichter, probation officer. 
who has handled Montgomery ever 
since his first arrest told the court 
he had verified Montgomery’s state- 
ment that he was to be given an 
opportunity to make a comeback 
on the stage. Lichter said he had 
been informed by William Morris- 
sey, producer, that Montgomery was 
billed to appear in the former's 
new revue “Hoboken Hoboes,” to 
open at the Lyric, Hoboken, Friday 
night. In the same show Frank 
Tinney will also try a comeback. 
Morrissey informed Lichter that 
Montgomery had been rehearsing 
diligently for the past few weeks 
and had he known of Billy’s cir- 
cumstances, he would have advanced 
‘him money. 

In pronouncing sentence Jus- 
tice Murphy warned the actor that 
if he should appear before them in 
the future he would have to serve 
the six months in addition to what 
he may receive for any future of- 
fense, 





Freeman and Coast 


Charlie Freeman, R-K-O western 
booking chief, will leave New York 
shortly after New Year’s to make 
an initial survey of the cities he is 
booking. 

The trip will occupy about four 
weeks, taking in the Pacific Coast. 





FLOATER POLICY OUT 


Floater policy, covering the bag- 
gage, equipment and personal ef- 
fects of vaude artists, issued by the 
Travelers Insurance Co., will be 
discontinued after Jan, 1, according 
to information in the N. V. A. club. 

Policy is being dropped through 
lack of interest on the part of 
vaudeville people. But 14 persons 
availed themselves of the protec- 
tion during 1928. 





Warners’ Shorts 
Shorts completed at Warners’ 
Brooklyn Studios last week were 
“Talking It Over,” featuring Jack 


short; Giovanni Martinelli using 
“Celeste Aida,” and “The Love 
Boat,” featuring Herman Timberg, 
with the cast including Naomi Mor- 
| ton, Hazel Forbes, Leni Stengel, 
Hilda Moreno, Georgia Payne and 
| Virginia Howard. 








DOUG LEAVITT 
of LEAVITT and LOCKWOOD 
in “Hit-Bits of 1929” 





after stealing a clock and an over- 
coat from the store of Franklin | 
Simon. 

When he came up for senten 
Montgomery, although he had been 


in the Tombs since his arrest was | 
immaculate in his appearance and | 


and | 


Osterman: Lou Holtz in an untitled | 


With Ted Eddy and Band, the 
Seven Hayden Gloria Girls, Babs 
Day and Gattison Jones and Elsie 


| Elliott. 


This week (Dec. 26), Hill Street, 
Los Angeles. 

Costumes by Saul Burger Modes, 
Inc. 


Direction CHAS. H. ALLEN 





No Award Reduction 


The court has ruled that there 
j} will be no reduction in the $167,500 
damage award by a Westchester 
| County (N. Y.) jury in favor of 
Juanita Hansen. Miss Hansen was 
|severely burned in a shower bath 
jand sued the Theatre Zone Realty 
Co. and Lincoln Hotel Properties, 
Inc. 

Miss Hansen has turned a deaf 
;ear to all offers of an outside 
settlement and gone to California 
‘for the holidays. It’s the biggest 
|award on record in a Westchester 
damage suit. 





CASE POSTPONED 


Lyons and Lyons action against 
Billy House, comedian, to recover 
$1,000 in commission, was post- 
poned in Municipal Court last week 
until March. 

Delay was mutually agreed upon 
because of the absence of J. J. Shu- 
bert, who figures as a principal 
witness, 





Managerial changes in RKO: F. 
H. Macomber, at the Globe, N. Y.; 
Walter Penney, the RKO-Pantages, 
Tacoma, Wash.; Carl Walker, Or- 
pheum, San Francisco; Cliff Work, 
Orpheum, Los Angeles. 


Tough to Tell Vaude Old-Timers 
Show Parade Has Passed Them 





PANTAGES’ HEART MAY 
BRING HIM LENIENCY 


Los Angeles, Dec. 24. 

Affidavits of eight physicians that 
Alexander Pantages has heart dis- 
ease and further confinement might 
cause his death will be presented 
before Superior Court Judge Fricke 
Dec. 26, when a petition for his re- 
|} leas® on bail pending new trial is 
' 


| heard. 








Pantages has lost 55 pounds, it is 


assault charge preferred by Eunice 
Pringle. 





Pulled Lights Fail to 
Stop Evangelistic Singer 


Jack: @ ville, Fla., Dec. 24. 





Jonas Periverg, 
|Florida theatre, had a tough time 
of it Saturday at a midnight bene- 
fit show. Performance consisted of 
local volunteers, including a chil- 
|dren’s choir from a local orphanage. 
|Figured to do about five minutes, 
ithe management reckoned 

| Jack Dew, leader of the chorus and 
jan evangelistic singer. 

When Dew got into the orchestra 
| pit he sent the youngsters through 
their tricks, held up the crowd for 
an impromptu collection, and finally 


told the audience he had seen many 
of them in the theatre twice a week, 
but never in church, and @ little re- 
ligion wouldn’t hurt. Meanwhile, 
Perlberg, backstage, had all the 
house lights cut off and made vari- 
ous funny noises, to no avail. Dew 
did 27 minutes. 





10-DAY HUBBY DIVORCED 
Chicago, Dec. 24. 
For 10 days Louine Greene, known 
in vaude as Trudie Strawbridge, 
and in the “Bon John” giris band, 


had a husband. Then he disap- 
peared. 
Louine was granted a divorce 


last week from her missing mate, 
Dr. John P. Green, dentist, on 
grounds of desertion. They were 
wed May 7, 1926, in San Francisco. 
Louine hasn’t seen her dentist since 
the honeymoon, 











Split week policy of six vaude 
acts, talking shorts, and sound 
newsreels, three shows a day and 
pop prices, will be experimented 
with by Keith’s at the Riverside, 
New York, starting Jan. 4 when 
the present two-a-day vaude goes 
out. 


Absence of a feature picture 
makes the new Keith idea a de- 
parture from the now standardized 
combination policy of five or six 
acts and films. Belief of Keith's 
is that a strong bill of talking short 
subjects and newsreels may prove 
better support for a six act vaude 
show. 

Withdrawal of the Riverside from 
the straight vaude ranks leaves but 
two exclusively vaude theatres in 
the country, the Palaces in New 
York and Chicago, both Keith's. 

Riverside, once one of the most 
profitable big time vaude houses 
on the circuit, has lately been 
spending as high as $10,000 a week 
| for straight vaude bills without get- 
ting- close to an even break. 
Straight two-a-day vaude was re- 
vived at this house last sprig after 
the former big timer had been 
vaudfilm for about a year. 

tinder the admission scale now 
being drawn up for the Riverside’s 
new policy, top for orchestra (un- 
reserved) may be 48 low as 50 cents 
at night. Three-a-day schedule 
will call for two nightly perform- 
ances and a matinee. An all day 
grind is certain fot Saturday and 
Sunday while during the week the 
theatre may rest between matinees 
and evening shows. Latter will not 
affect the number of performances 
for acts. 

If successful, thie waude-short 
policy may be tried in other Keith 
vaudfilms., 








Riverside Goes 3-a-Day with Acts 
And Shorts—Only 2 Big Timers Now 
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Judgment On Guarantee 


A judgment by default for $1,493 
has been filed in the City Court 
against the Lousam Productions in 
behalf of Lillian Spear on the 
ground that the company con- 
tracted to engage her for vaude- 
ville, musical comédy and dra- 
matics, pay her $65 a week and gave 
her 26 weeks’ work. 

She says she was employed only 
three weeks and received $146.25. 
During the contract period she 
earned $60 @lsewhere, she said, and 
sued for $1,386 with interest. 


FOR PAR SHORTS 


Four vatde and picture house 
acts have been taken up by Para- 
mount for talking shorts the past 
week. 

Acts are Jeanne Boydell, Agnes 
DeMille, Bert Gordon and George 
Beatty, 











BARRY-WHITLEGE. SHORTS 

Emily Barry and Orval Whitlege 
will make three shorts for Warner's 
in the east. 

Duo, routed over RKO, have com- 
pleted their first short and will do 
the others while playing New York 
dates. 





Portiand, Me. Deal 
Portland, Me., Dec. 24. 

A deal is on between owners of 
the Strand and Publix whereby the 
sale of the Strand to Publix is ex- 
pected. 

It's understood that if Publix se- 
cures the big playhouse it will be 
j remodelled, 








ae ° 


said, since in jail and convicted on | 


manager of the |} 


without | 


|soloed himself with a hymn. He | 


A card system recording all that 
transpires in booking office inter- 
| views with acts has been started by 
| Keith's. Purpose is to have a com- 


| plete record on hand. 
Keith’s interviewer of acts is 
Chester Stratton. He talks to an 


average of 25 a day and is their me- 

|}dium for booking direct or gaining 
jattention of the bookers. His rou- 
tine is to listen to their stories and 
inform them to return the following 
day or several days later, after the 
matter has been taken up with the 
bookers. 


| If the bookers are interested the 


|act is advised when to call again. 
Should the bookers show no inter- 
ee the act is so informed. 


| A-record of the text of his conver- 
|} Sation with the acts is taken down 
, by Stratton and filed. Copies are 
sent to Charlie Freeman, George 
| Godfrey and Ben Piazza, 
| According to Stratton, most acts 
going directly to the booking office 
are old timers or veteran holdovers 
from the once thriving small time. 
| All are there in person for action 
that was not forthcoming through 
agents. Percentage of the acts call 
in person for direct bookings to 
;evade paying agents’ commission is. 
| small, Stratton states. Majgvity are 
| dissatisfied with results gained by 
| their agents, or lack of regults, and 
believe they can do better them- 
| selves, 

Past Performances 
| Many of the old timers trying the 
direct route are said to adopt an 
| attitude that Keith’s is obligated to 
keep them working on strength of 
; past services. Many who formerly 
|found it easy to get by with 12 or 
|15 Keith weeks every season plus 
| the fill-ins from thé indies an* other 
circuits, now refuse to be convinced 
that the small time is no more. 

It is difficult and delicate to in- 
form passe ertists who have spent 
their lives in vaude that vaude has 
passed them; that now there is no 
place for them in that show busi- 
ness. 

Keith’s stand is it cannot afford to 
play hardly playable turns strictly 
for sentimental reasons and that 
vaude or Keith’s cannot be restored 
with talent that may tend to weigh 
them down, and in the other light, 
the present direction of Keith’s is 
not the same the old timers worked 
under. 


Girls Stage Knife Duel 
On Frisco Sidewalk 
San Francisco, Dec. 24. 
A couple of actresses staged @ 
spectacular knife duel on a down- 
town sidewalk early one morning 


last week. Both were booked by 
police and sent to the Emergency 





Hospital to have their wounds 
treated. 

Quarreling femmes gave their 
names as Thelma Mitchell, 23, 


dancer, and Mrs. LeRoy Lockwood 
(“Poppy”) Haines, 26. A third girl 
said she was Violet Rowland, name 
being fictitious, according to police, 
and explained the fracas thus: 

She and the other two gals were 
walking home from @ party in a 
downtown hotel when her compan- 
ions got into an argument. “The 
argument continued for some time,” 
said Miss Rowland, “when sudden- 
ly Poppy pulled out a knife and at- 
tacked Thelma, ripping open her leg 
and arm and inflicting other cuts. 
Thelma fought desperately, finally 
| snatched the knife away and began 
cutting Poppy.” 

By the time the cops arrived the 
knife had been lost in the scuffle, 





Countess’ Bad Fall 


Los Angeles, Dec. 24. 
Countess Laveska fell off a plat- 
,form while doing her act at the 
| Boulevard theatre. 
She is now in the Roosevelt hos- 
pital suffering from internal injuries. 








SETTLE OUT OF COURT 


Anna Bratle (Braille and Pallo) 
will settle her suit against Fannie 
Schleffer, cab owner, out of court, 

Miss Braile, through her attor- 
ney, Lou Handin, claimed that last 
November a cab under the owner- 
ship of Miss Schieffer crashed into 
‘her car. She alleged injuries to back 
and spine which forced her to can- 
cel vaude dates, Amount of the 
‘settlement not known. 
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Other Indie Bookers Mourn as 
Fally Markus Blows with Plenty 


New York’s independent vaude 
bookers mournfully point to Fally 
Markus’ announcement that he will 


retire. To them it’s a sure sign the 
racket is through. Fally’s exit 
seems to be the convincer. 

During the past week the chief 


topic of the indie bookers has been 
Fally Markus, who for years led the 
field as an indie booker of indie the- 
atres, in volume of bookings and 
houses. 
roll Fally is generally believed to 
have compiled in his 24 years of 
booking one-night stands. It’s esti- 
mated at anywhere from six bits to 
six million. 

Indies who made it when the mak- 
ing was possible, but didn’t hold 
it like Fally, admit the error. Fally 
is stepping out because, he says, 
there is nothing left in the busi- 
ness to keep him at it, but Fally is 
taking plenty with him. 

Markus is leaving show business 
to devote his time to the Markus- 
Berman employment agency. Fally 
believes booking janitors and butlers 
for steady jobs without cuts, rail- 
road fares, and “weeks” that are 
split seven ways, is a much better 
idea. 





Santrey’s Return Route 
Henry Santrey has been engaged 
for a return trip over the R-K-O 
route, opening Jan. 27 in Omaha. 
This time it’s for 22 weeks. 


Most talked of is the bank- | 





| ALBEE’S NAME OFF STOCK 


| COMPANY IN PROV. 





Providence, Dec. 24. 
When the former Albee stock 
| (legit) company is revived this 
spring, as has been the annual cus- 
| tom here, the name of E. F. Albee 
| will be absent, it is said. In its 
| place will occur R-K-O on the the- 
atre and for the stock group. 

Albee recently advertised his 
thanks to the people of Rhode Island 
in the local dailies for having sup- 
ported his show ventures for 40 
years. In the ad signed by Albee, 
he called himself “The Master 
Showman.” 





2 More F & M Weeks 


Los Angeles, Dec. 24. 
Two weeks are added to the Fan- 
chon & Marco “Idea” circuit. Lafa- 
yette at Buffalo, N. Y., will be played 
between Detroit and Niagara Falls. 
Talbot’s Orpheum at Tulsa, Okla., 
is in after, Atlanta, Ga. 





Fyffe Starts Jan. 18 
Long absent from Keith’s, Will 
Fyffe returns next month to open 
Jan. 18 at the Fordham. 
A route follows. 
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un HAPPY 
WALTER 


BOBBY ROLLINS, 
EDWARD LIGHT, ist Sax 
EARL BOYER, 3rd Sax 


HAPPY VENTRE, Banjo 
MAX YOUDIN, Drums 





ITS R-K-O WITH US 7 


Indefinitely 


FR-K-© 


ANGI 125", 





23" WEEK 


AND MAKING 


THOUSANDS OF NEW FRIENDS 


EVERY WEEK 


WALTER 


CLINTON 


ws INVADERS 


WISH YOU ALL A 


* MERRY IMAS 


Thanks to My Many Friends of the R-K-O Office 
for My Successful Season 





FEATURING 


FRANK GLASGOW, ist Trumpet 
ALBERT KOSTER, 2nd Sax ELWOOD BOYER, 2nd Trumpet 
ROY RHINEHARDT, Trombone 
JACK GALVIN, Piano 
EDWARD KILFOYLE, Bass 


WALTER CLINTON, M.°C. 


Harlem’s Own Band and Playhouse 
R-K-O, Proctor’s 125th St., New York 


na 











NEW YEN 
CLINTON 


INVADERS 


SINGER AND SAX 











ACT USING NEW R.A. 


DEVICE ON HOOKUP 





Thermin Ether Music, RCA device 
producing music from waves pro- 
voked by the proximity of a human 
hand, receives its first stage dem- 
onstration as part of the Lane, Os- 
borne, Chico and Co., vaude act. 

Turn, now playing for. Keith, is 
reported to have purchased the in- 
strument used for $250. Under an 
arrangement with RCA, the act will 
exploit the machine wherever they 


play and will tie-up with local mu- | 


sic dealers to sell Thermin as a 
musical idea for home use. Max 
Tishman and 
act’s agents, are putting the stunt 
over. 


Engineers have been working on 
Thermin and Televox for some time 
to develop them as stage attrac- 
tions.” Televox (mechanical man) 
missed in two tries in Keith houses. 
Last time out it was made the cen- 
tral character of a dramatic 
sketch written for it and produced 
as an “office act.” Lane, Osborne 
and Chico have Thermin independ- 
ently, with Keith’s disinterested be- 
yond booking the act. 





Publix Units Jam Up as 


Loew Houses Withdraw | 


Pending final withdrawal of Loew 
houses from the Publix unit route, 
with Washington and _ Baltimore 
having washed up last week, and 
Columbus and Cleveland scheduled 
to go Jan. 31, Publix stage shows 
are being switched in all directions. 

Four Publix units will have to 
be closed when Cleveland and Co- 
lumbus wind up. Which units these 
will be has not yet been decided 
upon: 





Back to Vaudfilm 


Grand Rapids, Dec. 24. 

Keith’s theatre, one of _ the 
houses which was reported as taken 
over by Fox and which has been 
playing a picture policy since last 
spring; ‘returned to vaudeville ‘last 
Sunday with five R-K-O acts and 
feature picture. 

The opening was delayed when 
the stage hands and the manage- 
ment couldn’t get together. The 
union wanted to put five men in- 
stead of four back stage. The the- 
atre won the argument. 





Keith’s Jan. “Jubilee” 


Keith is following Loew’s on its 
institutional ‘celebration and con- 
centrated exploitation. Keith’s cam- 
paign, named “January Good Times 
Jubilee,” celebrates the first anni- 
versary of RKO in its new form. 
Loew’s title is “January Festival.” 

Both vaude circuits have ap- 
propriated boosts in advertising and 
show budgets for good will build- 
ing during the month. 





OPENING DAY CHANGES 


Three Orpheum houses have 
changed opening days from Fridays 
to Thursdays, while a fourth has 
gone from Saturday to Friday. 

Those moving up are. the 
Orpheum, San Francisco, Thursday 
epening; Golden Gate, San Fran- 
cisco, Wednesday, and the Orpheum, 
Oakland, Wednesday. Orpheum, 
San Diego, changes to Fridays. 





ARTHUR LYONS ON COAST 


Arthur Lyons, Lyons and Lyons, 
is leaving for the coast early next 
month to assume active direction of 
the agency’s -Los Angeles office. 
George Sackett, former manager of 
the Orpheum, L. A., and who has 
been representing L. & L. out there, 
is resigning, according to report. 

This is Lyons’ maiden trip west 
and he expects to stay three months 
or longer. 





L. & M.’S NEW QUARTET 

Leon and Mayer (indie) agency 
has added four new stands. 

Strand, Warren, Pa., and the Pal- 
ace, Sharon, Pa., formerly booked 
out of New York by Gus Sun, 
swung over this week playing four 
acts on split weel Other acqui- 
sitions are the Auditorium, Quebec, 
and the Strand, Portland, Me., also 
four acts on a split. 





Monroe-Ehrman Split 
Monroe and Ehrman have split as 


James Plunkett, the| 








| Doubled the Usual 


Layoff actor after thinking it 
over decided his Christmas gift 
to his wife would be two sand- 
wiches, 











‘UNIT TAB ON AIR 
FROM HOLLYWOOD 


Hollywood, Dec. 24. 

Fanchon & Marco units playing 
the Hollywood Egyptian theatre go 
|on the air over KMTR (L. A. Her- 
ald) as they open Thursday nights. 

Shoe store in the Egyptian’s court 
was inaugurated as_ broadcasting 
studio Thursday when specialties of 
| the “Uniforms” idea did their stuff 
before the mike. Remote control 
from the broadcast station in the 
Hollywood Storage building. 


The shop is all plate glass on the 
boulevard and the court side, giving 
passersby an easy peek-in on the 
broadcasting. 


$1 and $2 Dates 


Los Angeles, Dec. 24. 

Business of slicing throats among 
vaude agents is in full swing. Most 
agents have cut acts to where they 
lare playing one day dates for $5 
single and $10 as a team. Now 
comes an agent who is. paying acts 
$1 and $2 for a single daté and 
getting them to do it. 

Most of this agent’s houses are 
in small towns near here. Acts 
meet at his office and are taken to 
the theatre in the agent’s car. He 
deducts the street car fare and is 
out in front for another dime. He 
has 16 of these one day dates and 
if an act plays his time it can make 
from $16 to $32 on the route with 
no sleeper jumps. 


Unusual angie is that most of the 
acts playing for this agent have 
turned down $8 and $10 dates for 
other agents. 

















Indie Billing Walkout 


Lewis and Kling cancelled the 
first half at the @Woodrow, Brook- 
lyn, due to spotting. 

Team, placed by Harry Myers, 
indie booker, flashed contracts call- 
ing for headline billing and next 
to shut, but vamped when the bill- 
ing was not up and spotted in the 
deuce besides. Myers backed up 
the act on the walkout and notified 
the theatre that bills must run as 
he routines them or else. Myers 
offéred to assume the obligation of 
the cancelled contract, but the act 
refused remuneration from him 
after finding out that the house 
and not the booker, was at fault. 
Maye and Grayece bridged the gap. 





Norworth’s Loew Route 


Jack Norworth is opening for 
Loew Dec. 28 at Loew’s Grand A 
full route follows. 5 

This is the first time Norworth 
has ever played vaudeville away 
from Keith. 





WINNERS’ EXTRA TIME 

Winners of the Helen Kane con- 
test, promised only a week’s work, 
are being given additional time in 
the Keith houses. 

May Questelle, who tied for the 
Greater Manhattan prize, got a 
week at the Fordham and splits at 
White Plains and Mt. Vernon with 
other bookings now pending. Claire 
Bart has already been given the 
Fordham and may get additional 
time. Margie Hines, winner of the 
Brooklyn contest, played the Ken- 
more and Madison. 





VMPA WON’T INTERFERE 


Chicago, Dec. 24. 

In the William Morris agency 
suit against Evans and Mayer for 
$1,000, with judgment taken in 
Illinois, the VMPA has ruled it will 
not interfere. Act must now pay 
j}the court the sum it promised, but 
| neglected to pay the agency—$50 a 
week plus costs. 





DROPS VAUDE AGAIN 
Vaude is out again at the West- 
wood, N. J., house going dramatic 
|stock next week. 3ond Plavers in 

}on a percentage arrangement. 


| 








an act after having been together | 


10 years. 


Miss Monroe, recently wed, is re- | 


tiring. Ehrman will continue with 
Helen Klein as his partner. 


Rerouted 
Lillian Shaw, just off a 
vaude tour, has been re routed by 
‘that circuit. 


Loew | 


MURPHY OUT: 
RKO NOW HAS 
9 FAMILY’ WKS 


Release of Mark Murphy by 
Keith’s has necessitated rearrange. 
ment of the New York house books 
and new book distribution of the 
11 Murphy-booked theatres. 

Murphy’s release came suddenly 
last Friday. No cause was given othep 
than the explanation that this dis- 
missal was part of the general pe. 
organization now going on in the 
poking office. Frank Sullivan, as- 
sistant to Murphy, goes with Arthur 
Blondell. 

One new move has been to transe 
fer the Bushwick and Prospect, 
Brooklyn, and Keith’s two in Jer. 
sey City and Union Hill, N. J., to 
the Family Department. These four 
houses will go on Jack Hodgdon’s 
“fifth floor” book with three other 





Keith owned houses in Albany, 
Troy and Schenectady. The indies 
now booked by Hodgdon include 


| Elmira, Ottawa, Ithaca and Hornell, 
N. Y.; Lima, Sandusky, Oil Ciiy, 
McKeesport, Pittsburgh and North 
Adams, This arrangement increases 
Keith’s family time to nine weeks, 
about the best route on the “fifth 
floor” in some time. 

Royal, New York; White Plains, 
Yonkers, Mt. Vernon, New Rochelle, 
Trenton and Newark, all formerly 
booked by Murphy, will now be 
handled by Arthur Blondell who re- 
tains the Hippodrome and Jeffer- 
son for a nine-house book. The No, 
1 New York book, handled by 
teorge Godfrey, with Arthur Willi 
assisting, adds the Chester, Ham- 
ilton and Franklin to the present 
lineup comprising the Palace, Rivers 
side, Albee, Coliseum, Fordham, 
8ist, 58th, 86th, Flushing, Madison 
and Kenmore. 

Showing Spots 

It is likely that the Family Dept. 
will use the Bushwick and Prospect 
as showing spots for new or UR 
known acts, thus providing a bet- 
ter opportunity for new material 
to be seen than is available at 
present. The one night weekly no- 
salary auditions will continue at the 
Prospect and Franklin theatres. 


Levy’s Mex Dates 


Los Angeles, Dec. 24. 

Bert Levy office will start book- 
ing 12 weeks in Mexico starting 
Jan. 1. 

Route opens at Laredo, Mex., play 
to Mexico City and return to the 
States by way of El Paso, Tex 
Only dumb acts will be used. 











Butterfield Figures Slide 
Grand Rapids, Mich. 
Col." W. S. Butterfield announced 
last week that he was considering 
putting dramatic stock back in 
Powers’ theatre. It is understood 
the colonel is weary of paying rent 
and would like to get something 
back. 
So far this season Powers has 
played a few road shows. . 





Louis Love has severed connec- 
tion with the Irving Cooper agency 
to establish his own agency. 





Jack Benny starts vaude dates for 
Keith’s Saturday, at the Palace, 
New York. 





Loew’s, White Plains, N. Y., play- 
ing split week vaudfilm, s0¢9" 
straight sound Dec. 28. 

——— 
EMEMBER? 
aidan _ 

When Raymond Hitchcock ran 
Hitchcock's Chinese theatre in “Doyer 
street, Chinatown, New York? 

When Bailey and Picket, acrobats, 
were docked for “one show and one 
trick” by the manager of the Palace, 
Hazelton, Pa., when unable to go 
at night after an injury received m 
their next to last stunt at the supper 
show? 

When Ai Trahan played piano f¢r 
Brewster Pomeroy(and not bad al all)? 

When the “Follies” of 1910 played 
the City (now stock burlesque), 
14th street, New York? 

When William Rock and Maude 
Fulton amazed the world by spending 
$8,000 on a vaudeville production. 

When Charlie and Elsie Morrison 
didn't have a daughter named Marr 
anne (she arrived Dec. 20, 1929, 
weight 7'4 pounds net)? 


\-By AL TRAHAN 
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: 24th Annual 





Anniversary 
Number 


will be issued early in January 











. (As usual, this “Variety” special issue will be a com- 
plete review of the year in the show business. It will 
contain special features and articles, besides being a 

show business directory for the ensuing year. 


Advertising Copy May Be Sent Now to Any “Variety” Office 


RATES REMAIN UNCHANGED 
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36 VARIETY 
BIRTHS 


BUTTERFIELD DROPS Mr. and Mrs. C. F. Winchester 
VAUDE FOR 3 MONTHS : on. Father is manager of the Fox 


in Washington, D. C. 
| Mr. and Mrs. H. R. Foster, son, 
Chicago, Dec. 24. last week in Boston. Mother is the 
Buttrfield circuit (Michigan) will! gaughter of Frank H. Wilson (Wil- 
discontinue vaudeville for the next | son Bros.), vaude. 
three months to play straight pic- | Mr. and Mrs. Charlie Morrison, 
tures. Butterfield announces that | gaughter, Dec. 19, Polyclinic Hos- 


. a - - a “4 yur Pre a | m4 in. - . 
this is just a temporary arrange | pital, New York city. 








. and that starting in April he 
ogden ml cand wal vg Mr. and Mrs. Robert F. Sisk, Dec. 

Houses have been booked by the | 23, at the Lippincott Hospital, 667 
cart) wantard alice in the wnat, bul Madison avenue, New York, daugh- | 
RKO we rn office it , pa , oO ter. The father is publicity chief 
in future Butterfield will try to) for the Theatre Guild. Mother, | 
book out of New York. Claim Cepha Day, was in charge of pub- 
is made that acts can more easily | licity for Frohman when marrying. 
make the jump from the seat than Mr. and Mrs. Barney Balaban, in 
from the Chicago té« rritory. Chicago, Dec. 22, son. 

A previous Variety story men-{| Mr. and Mrs. Larry Spier, son, 
tioned that the reason for the drop- | Dec. 22, in Park East Hospital, New 
ping of vaudeville by Butterfield | York. Father is a member of Spier 


great number of /| @ 
northwest sector 


was due to the 
unemployed in the 
which this circuit covers. 


ie | MARRIAGES 


2 Keith Men Out | Eugenia Bankhead (non-pro), sis- 

Two members of the Keith office,|ter of Tallulah Bankhead, to Wil- 

Wew York, released last week were | fred Lawson Butt, student, Univer- 

Al Livsey, assistant to Major | sity of Nevada, last week in Reno. 

Thompson, and George Rose of the | | Bride was married twice before 
collection agency. | with second decree just granted. 


Coslow, music Se 








ere Paul McClhi announcer, W ENR, 
Fox, Philly, Friday | Chicago, to Mario reg te eetage | 
Philadelphia, Dec. 24. B. E. Brown, assistant casting di- | 
Dec. 27, the Fox will start its| rector at Universal, coast, to Betty 
shows on Fridays. Roche, screen actress, in Hollywood 
| Dec. 21. 





PORTLAND RESUMES VAUDE 
Portland, Me., Dec. 24. 

| Keith’s, straight picture house 

|} since last May, returns to vaude 

;next week (Dec. 30) with six New 

} York booked (Keith) acts. 


| Split week policy for vaudfilm. 


BOOKING AGENCY 


General &xecutive Offices 


LOEW BUILDING 
ANNE X 


160 WEST 46"ST-: 
BRYANT 7800 NEW YORK CITY 


J. H. LUBIN 


GENERAL MANAGER 


MARVIN H. SCHENCK 


BOOKING MANAGER 
Te 
CHICAGO OFFICE 


600 WOODS THEATRE B’LD'G 
JOHNNY JONES 


IN CHARGE 








CONLIN and GLASS 


With HANK MILO 


NEXT WEEK (DEC. 30) 
Keith-Albee Theatre, Atlanta 
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“In a Big Weigh’’ 
We Wish You All a Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year 
EARLE 


CLARK and SMITH 


TWO MIDGETS OF RADIOLAND 


NOW PLAYING LOEW’S THEATRES 
DIRECTION 





JOHNNY HYDE HARRY ROMM 


| | 1560 Broadway 


Rio Rita’ Full Wk. 
In N. Y. Houses; 
Vaude Added 


“Rio Rita” will be generally re- 
leased by RKO in New York, Jan. 
25, on a full week policy in all 
houses, including the _ split 
stands. 








week 


In accordance with 
| has decided to use a full week 
| vaude bill of two or three acts in 
| those split houses where the picture 
will play that week. It will be the 
first time R-K-O has made such a 
concession to its vaude with this 
picture. 

Currently “Rio Rita” is at. the 
Globe, New York, after terminating 
a long run at the $2 Carroll. The 
Radio picture will play the Albee, 
Brooklyn, Jan. 11, and the Hip, New 
York, Jan. 18. 


Engagements 


Jans and Whalen, 20 Chester Hale 
| Girls, Ralph Cook and Esther Muir 
for Lew Leslie’s International 
Revue. Jans and Whalen recently 
closed with the Shubert musical, 
“Broadway Nights.” 


Theatres Proposed 


Dunkirk, N. Y¥.—$200,000. Site not se- 
lected. Owner, Berinstein Bros., Elmira, 
Architect, V. A. Rigaumont, 

New York City—$2,500,000. Also apt. 
Forties, between Lexington & 2d ave. 
Owner, M. J. Nicholas. Architect, H. C. 
Ingalls. Policy not given. 

Philadelphia—(Midway, 
Also stores and offices. 











seating 4,000). 
Owner, S. Sha- 


piro. Architects, Magaziner, Eberhard 
& Herris. 

Ridgewood, N.. 3J.—(The Ridge meee) 
$275,000. Owner, Warner Bros., N. Y. 


Wentw orth. 


NEW ACTS 


Harry Faber and Lita Wales, 
scrapping their two-act, open with 
“Nix On Dames,” comedy flash. 

Rolley (Rolley and Starr) with 
Joe Kelly. 

Stanley Chapman and Don Sher- 
wood (Sherwood and Claire). 

Sam Wright and Lillian Morley 
(Morley and Leeder). 


BURLESQUE CHANGES 


Murray Rosen has supplanted Abe 
Feinberg as manager of the Mutual 
show “Bohemians.” Harry Stratton 
has succeeded Sam Micals as comic 
with the same show. 

Artie Brooks in and Vic Hallen 
out of “Get Hot” (Mutual). 

Norma Noel and Bryan Wolfe 
added to “Hello Paree” (Mutual) 
joining on tour last week. 

Wayne McVeigh, Miss Mignon, 
Ed Lorraye, Sam Raynor, added to 
City, N. Y., burlesque stock through 


Architect, F. W. 








| xe Weber office. 





Maxine Freeman, formerly at- 
tached to the J. A. Robbins office, 
has joined the Jack Linder agency's 
club department. 


this R-K-O | 


FLEESON’S NEW PARTNER 


Helen Shipman, from musical 


comedy, is Neville Fleeson’s latest 
| partner. 
Pair. are together for an act 


| witch opens for Keith next week 
'and has nine weeks booked there- 
after. 





PAN, VANCOUVER, SOLD 
Vancouver, Dec. 24. 


P. W. Dewees, of the Strand the- 





atre, has purchased Pan’s lease on 
ithe local Pantages for a reported 
$125,000. Name 
be changed. 


of the house 
Dewees will begin to operate the 


1 with vaudfilm. 


| - aereinintnan 


Pan after Jan. 


Holman’s” New Act 
Harry Holman has shelved “Hard 
Boiled Hampton” for a new skit, 
“Speculation.” 
RKO. 
Edith Mason will appear in sup- 


Opens shortly for 


port. 





Start Wiring Chi Palace 
Dec, 24. 
have just com- 
pleted a survey of the Orpheum 
circuit’s Palace and installation of 
wire will be started shortly. 


Chicago, 
Sound engineers 





Burlesque Closings 
Between bad biz and the censor- 





| ship imposed by the local authori- 


the Mutual shows have been 
dropped in the Gayety, Montreal, 
with little likelihood that the cir- 
cuit will go back there this season. 
Several Mutuals suffered pinches. 
A new burlesque stock is sched- 
uled to open at the house Dec. 28, 


direction, Consolidated 
Ike Weber, N. Y., has recruited the 
following players: Joe Rose, pro- 
ducer and chief comic; Karl Bow- 
ers, Morris Perry, Isabelle Van, Flor- 
ence Naomi and Walter Brown. 


ties, 


Theatres. 





Montreal, Dee, 24. 
Gayety drops Mutual ehows after 
this week. 
plants next week. 





Frank Burke, R-K-O exploiter in 
the south, has been transferred to 
Minneapolis as assistant to Claude 
Saunders, R-K-O division manager. 
Burke formerly managed the Hen- 
nepin, Minneapolis. 





Fred DeBondy, Keith agent, will 
switch from Sablosky & Jeffries 
to the Tommy Fitzpatrick office. 
Sablosky & Jeffries is among the 
Keith agencies passing out Jan. 1. 





Tom Howard opens Jan. 4 for 
Keith’s in Mt. Vernon, N. Y., im a 
condensed vaude version of ‘‘Ratn or 
Shine.” Three in support. Bentham 
office, agent, 





may | 


Stock burlesque sup-- 


PUBLIX ROTATING M.C’s CS 
BOOSTING STAGE BILLING 


With Publix  ealletas its new 
plan for stage units, the masters og 
ceremonies will come under thg 
same system ag proposed by Loew’s 
recently, Namely, to rotate aroung 
the circuit with the same unit, 

It is further understood that 
hereafter Publix units, to each carry 
one stage draw name, will be in. 
creased in billing by at least 50%, 
and will occupy space in all pub. 
licity and advertising matter along. 
side the feature picture. Intention 
of Publix is to-get the utmost value 
out of “name” stage attractions. 








Loew’s Rotating M. C.’s 

It’s really a case of everything 
rides. This new movement calls for 
transposition of pit bands along 
with m. c’s. 

Pit bands rotating 
four New York deluxers, Paradise, 
Kings, Jamaica and Pitkin, in that 
order. 





Fisher’s N. E. Houses 


Frank Corbett, assistant to Are 


thur Fisher, indie booker, left last 
week on a week’s tour through New 
England, 

Fisher has been negotiating for 


New England stands. Houses ane 
nexed to be announced upon 
bett’s return. 


Core 
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-eeragee 





BILL TELAAK 


THE DEBONAIR HIGH 
HATTED GAGSTER 
Extends Heartiest 
CHRISTMAS GREETINGS 
Direction 


PHIL OFFIN 


MAX HAYES OFFICE 
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| KEITH-ORPHEUM 


| Vaudeville Exchange 
General Booking Offices 

Palace Theatre Building 

1564 Broadway 


R-K-O FILM 


BOOKING CORP. 
Genera! Booking Offices 





NEW YORK 
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CORPORATION 
1560-1564 Broadway, New York 


Bryant 9300 
Cable Address: “RADIOKEITH” 


Telephone Exchange: 


RK-0 
PRODUCTIONS, INC. 


Producers and Distributors of 


RADIO | 
PICTURES 


Launching an Era 
of Electrica! 
Entertainment 


1560 Broadway 
NEW YORK CITY 



































SEASON’S GREETINGS 
RETURN FROM LONDON TRIUMPHS 


HELEN F'ORD 


PALACE, NEW YORK, THIS WEEK (DEC. 21) 3 
'—“EVE. POST” 


“The ever-charming musical comedy ingenue, more captivating than ever.’ 
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~~ BURLESQUE REVIEWS 





GIRLS FROM FOLLIES 


(MUTUAL) 
(2d Review) 
wd. 3% Ryan's troupe of satirical 
fhespians make about the best all- 
ground sex and humor layout to be 
geen in Mutual cathedrals this sea- 
yon. It differs from the ordinary 
@ having a chorus able to snap 
gts own stuff without relying com- 
pletely on a house lineup, an en- 
@husiastic and capable comic named 
Bernie Green, bright and sometimes 
gprightly costuming, and Gladys 
@lark, who parades her things gen- 
erously and doubles on accordion 
pnd clarinet. 
At the Steinway, Astoria, Long 
Peland, a friendly mob of citizenry 
fm the rough was taking every- 


thing without salt. Probably given 
more for its money than most 
gtands along the wheel will receive. 
Gals had a habit of carrying just 
enough cloth to cover a medium 
gized vaccination scar, and comics, 
prompted by roars of laughter, 
gpared neither detail nor time in 
enlarging on what usually passes 
with a snicker as double entendre. 
‘An instance is Bernie Green’s de- 
scription of a back yard phone 
Dooth, starting where Chic Sale 
Beft off. 

About 10 of the 15 chorines 
wouldn’t look out of place in a pic- 
ture house lineup, which is a swell 
eompliment. They lack polish in 
training, of course, but make pre- 
gentable work of routines involv- 
fing taps, successive rhythm and 
military precision. Stripped to a 
®Scotchman’s purse and two thim- 
bles as at the Steinway, they com- 
pletely alibi the unique idea of in- 
gerting authentic routines in the 
skin game. 

Green, in white face, is a comic 
who could click minus the smut 
ff he were outside burlesque. Be- 
ing where he is, it is logical for 
him to go for stag laughs and make 
everything plain. When a burlesque 
eomic can double his reception by 
adding smokehouse humor to real 
eomedy, he is at least holding his 
position within the wheel. Green 
also plays the fiddle and carries 
legitimately in a specialty. 


Display contingent is headed by 
Miss Clark, flashy blond with hot 
eyes who stripped to a strap and 
let the boys look at her rouged 
Dust through fragile chiffon. Later 
she wore a transparent brassiere, 
for no concealing reason, and wound 
up by using her hands as inade- 
quate protection. When Miss Clark 
fs showing she’s just showing, 
walking around like a queen won- 
dering if the tub is full yet and 
looking intently at whatever the 
boys are watching. Then she gives 
"em theseye and weak men sob. 
Her singing is pleasant talking, her 
accordion playing good, and clarinet 
solo is in for versatility. Gents will 
remember her as a blond with an 
eye. 

Betty Duval, built with good geo- 
graphical location of contours, 
sings, strips and tosses prettily. 
Zona Duval likewise strips and 
“heaves to worthwhile appreciation. 
For grinding there’s Mille Convey, 
young and welH-set, with talent at 
regular acrobatic dancing also. 
Miss Convey was not putting her 
soul in the grind here, but prob- 
ably able to do so on occasion. 


Second comic is Johnny Crosby, 
Playing wop and getting returns 
when he tries hard. Carlton Chase, 
Straight, has appearance but muf- 
fles his delivery too often by hur- 
Trying. 

Effects in production are gained 
Mostly by above-average costum- 
ing, with a tropical feather number 
and girls in show girl jewel parade 
outstanding. Jewel is first half 
finale, containing much undress 
and showing about all there is to 
see of Miss Clark. Neat costuming 
also in a military drill, very well 
done. Girls later try a Tiller rou- 
tine sitting down, and get away 
with it. 

Dirt for everybody in the bits, 
although they don’t all follow the 
Stereotyped burlesque delivery. Va- 
riations caused by Green’s consistent 
efforts to hold a fast pace. Sex 
&a¢s reach the ultimate in Green's 
demands to see a certain gal ina 
redlight joint. 


“What can she do that I can’t?” 
asks a girl after several minutes of 
Nnassy. : 

“She 
Simply. 


trusts me,” says Green 
Ryan can clean his show up or 
let it scratch its back in the gutter, 
according to where he’s playing. 
Basically it has the goods. Bang. 


Irons Out of Mutual 


‘With Warreu Irons dropping out 
ot both Mutual show and house op- 
eration, his troupe, “The Lid Lift- 
ers,” closes Dec. 28 in Schenectady, 








a 


CITY 


(STOCK) 


After three weeks with clean 
stock burlesque shows and over- 
dressed women, despite classifica- 
tion as burlesque, the City reverts 
to type this week. Current show, 
“Broadway Vanities,” is as rough 
as any of the wheel operas and 
rougher than most. The clean 
shows didn’t get a tumble on 14th 
street and now they are evidently 
endeavoring to give what seemed 
to be wanted down there. 

Realignment has practically a 
new set of principals with Donna 
Davis, ingenue soub, only holdover. 
Chorus cut to 24 instead of 36 as 
formerly, with most of the uptown 
beauts vamping when the unadorn- 
ment order went in and current 
layout strictly burlesque gals. Also 
a chop in prices with 50c top even- 
ings. Slim house Monday night de- 
spite reduction. But bad weather. 

Nothing extraordinary about the 
show except plenty rough through- 
out with Sam Raynor, featured 
comic, as chief offender. Raynor 
gives plenty of dirt, going the limit 
at all times and the mob or what 
few of a mob were in liking it. 
Wayne McVeigh, red nose boob, and 
Ed Lauroy, tramp, are assistant 
comics. The latter have little to 
do since Raynor shoulders the com- 
edy burden and cops all the way. 
McVeigh and Lauroy get a chance 
in a couple of scenes, deliver ac- 
acceptably, but after that Raynor 
has the rest of the comedy. 


Sceres and bits are all familiars 
ranging from the “Guess Who I 
Kissed” to a rearrangement of 


“Trish Justice.” The latter court- 
room bit is reminiscent of a sim- 
ilar contribution by Fred Allen in 
a former “Greenwich Village Fol- 
lies.” 

Betty McAllister, former runway 
soub at the Columbia, tops the 
principals, as number leader and 
teaser manipulator. Miss McAl- 
lister had the semi-strip stuff all 
to herself, through the other gals 
not getiing to it fast enough to 
please the mob, which tired of 
prolonged palm slamming except 
when Miss McAllister was doing 
her runway stuff. Chad Gorman, 
sorrel topped and with plenty of 
personality, is second soub, leads 
numbers acceptably and spots a 
couple of good dancing specialties. 
Donna Davis, brunet, is an attrac- 
tive ingenve, while Mignon, dancer, 
doubles between skits and dancing 
specialties. Paul Ryan is a good 
straight rotating as feeder for trio 
of comics but doing his best stuff 
with Raynor. Ralph Rickus, char- 


acters, rounds out list of princi- 
pals, 

The numbers, produced by Dan 
Dody, are particular’ standouts. 


Both principals and chorus display 
plenty of animation and pep in put- 
ting them over. The “Harem 
Scene” and “Art Models,” latter a 
posing ensemble, were effective as 
sight features with plenty of peppy 
dancing throughout the remainder 
of the show. 

The chorus, which previously ad- 
hered to crinolines and three-quar- 
ter skirted stuff, are now projected 
throughout in trunks and brassieres, 
if for no other reason than to prove 
they’re giving burlesque as iz at 
this new downtown stock stand. 

With the roughening process in, 
resumption of torso twisting and 
runway grinding, maybe biz will 


pick up, or else they don’t want 
burlesque any more on 14th_street 
Edba. 
FRIVOLITIES 


(MUTUAL) 


Of prime interest to the burlesque 
customer is how far the gals will go. 

The prime object of burlesque is 
to keep milking the customer, so 
that, although knowing things will 
go only so far, he will let himself 
imagine that some night, somehow, 
a gal will stand before him wearing 
nothing but a good coat of powder. 

The thing resolves into a battle of 
wits. Half against what? 

“Frivolities” in matters of sex re- 
lies almost entirely on Adeline, 
fuzzy-haired, well-built hunk of 
femme, who attains her climax by 
discarding the brassiere and undu- 
lating under transparent gauze. It 
is torchy, on the level, but nothing 
that follows during the first and 
second halves can come within toss- 
ing distance of it. Which makes the 
show this week just fair as a unit 
at the Columbia. 

The 15 chorus ladies are excep- 
tionally various, ranging from a 
sweet little trick to Hello-Aunt- 
Emmy. A thumb sitting in judg- 
ment would point toward the floor. 

Comedy gets a better than aver- 
age break, as Frank Harcourt has 
an Eddie Foy pan and a good un- 
derstanding of primary humor. In 
the technique of burlesque, he is 
adroit, able to ask a girl for a cig- 
aret without mentioning the cigaret 
and thereby creating “double en- 
tendre,” if that’s the clean way to 
describe it. 

The lineup of bits includes com- 
pulsion powder, the old army game. 
fake leg-feeling episode and other 
drolleries aimed at easy under- 


standing. They please in the main, 
because Harcourt is better than the 
general run of wheel apostles. It is 
a tough battle facing burlesque 
comics—selling yesterday’s hash. 


Outside of Adeline nothing really 
whooping. Eva Johnson has the 
largest setup among the featured 
girls, but wiggles it only slightly 
and seems bored. Annabelle Col- 
lins, small brunet, is not naturally 
adapted to any riotous upheavals. 
Albertini, prima donna, gets naugh- 
tiest in a transparent gown, through 
which a pair of tights may be 
glimpsed if the time and trouble 
are taken. Her voice is clear and 
forte enough to drown out any am- 
bitious trap drummer. 


Harcourt is supported by Hall, sec- 
ond comic, and Hayworthy, straight. 
The latter is good and the former 
gets his best laughs on clothes. 
Also are Johnny Cook, non-commit- 
tal juvenile, and Edward Soaper, 
gray-haired singer. - 

The “Frivolities’” 15 paraders 
were given a back seat by the house 
troupe of younger venison. It was 
well. 

Renee Amusement Co. has a fair 
outfit in this. Costumes dirty, but 
they may be washed sooner or later. 
Season only half over. Bang. 


AMERICAN 


(STOCK) 

Stock players may not be getting 
much dough, but they certainly 
don’t miss on the fun. Everybody 
is either a pal or a buddy, so maybe 
it’s okay for the gals to kibitz with 
the customers. Anyway, the patrons 
enjoy it. 

Shows at the American run about 
the same every week, with probably 
just a couple of new blackouts and 
change of title. This week it’s “The 
Jingle Belles.” Monday night found 
the b. o. far from jingling. But 
everybody happy just the same, 
Holiday probably explains the sanc- 
timonious church scene, prayers and 
all, that’s slipped in quietly be- 
tween two runway numbers. This 
mob didn’t take it on the level at 
first, but neither did it dampen its 
ardor after it was over. 

Altogether this tab looked pretty 
tame for $1. Two acts in 10 scenes 
with the runway items sandwiched 
for meek results. Brigade of 24 
cuties, not so cute. Doubtful if four 
of the bunch can shake a legit hoof. 
Not a chorine got as much as a 
ripple from the boys along the rail. 
The Misses Mable White, Billie 
Shaw and Dolly Glenn grabbed all 
the gravy, Miss Shaw taking the 
edge by a mile. Taking 10 or 12 
encores means nothing to this babe, 
and she displays less than the oth- 
ers. 

Principal comic is Irving Selig, 
also credited with Walter Webber, 
character man, in arranging the 
book. Selig appears a ruling fav on 
42d street. Works more in vaude 
style than burlesque. Frank Mackey 
and Artie Loyed are the second 
string comedians. Charles Harris’s 
juve antics not so forte, either in 
appearance or talent, while Ben 
Mann does better with a straight 
assignment. Of the specialtists Vir- 
ginia Wheeler is neat though luke- 
warm ingenue. Rose Lee is a plump 
blues shouter. 

First section. carries the skits, 
and these are not too good. Re- 
hashed versions of old ones with the 
rough stuff out. One is the one- 
word drama. Not a flash number 
in the first act nor in the second. 
First peek after intermission is an 
Hawaiian routine by the girls in a 
Colorado ranch set. Rest is a sub- 
dued parody on what preceded, with 
an abrupt finale. Still, it’s three 
hours of burlesk for $1. Span. 


Mutual Wheel 


Weeks of Dec. 23-30 


Bare Facts—Howard, Boston; 30, State, 
Springfield. 

Best Show in Town—Lyric, 
30. L. O. 

Big Revue—L. O.; 80, Fox, Jamaica, N. Y. 

Bohemians—Columbia, Cleveland; 30, Gay- 
ety, Buffalo. 

qe Burlesquers-Gayety, Kansas City; 








Bridgeport; 


Broadway Scandals—Fox, Jamaica, N. Y.; 
30, H. & S. Apollo, N. Y. C. 

Burlesque Revue—Empress, Chicago; 30, 
Gayety, Detroit. 

Cracker Jacks—Star, Brooklyn; 30, Co- 
lumbia, N. Y. C. 

Dainty Dolls—Empire, Toledo; 30, Colum- 
bia, Cleveland. 

Dimpled Darlings—Casino, Boston; 30, 
Trocadero, Philadelphia, 

Flapper Follies—Gayety, Washington; 30, 
Academy, Pittsburgh. 

French Models—Gayety, Boston; 30, Mod- 
ern, Providence. 

Frivolities—Columbia, N. Y. C.; 30-1, 
Wedgeway, 2-4, Schenectady. 

Get Hot—State, Springfield; 30, Grand, 
Hartford. 

Ginger Girls—Haymarket, Chicago; 30, 
Empress. Chicago. 

Girls from the Follies—Irving Place, N. 

. C.; 30, Empire, Newark. 

Girls from Happyland—L,. O.; 30, Casino, 
Boston. 


Girls in Blue—Modern, Providence; 30, 
Gayety, Scranton. 

Hello Paree—Gayety, Buffalo; 30, Co- 
lonial, Utica. 


High Flyers—Steinway, Astoria; 30, Irv- 
ing Place, N. Y. C. 

Hindu Belles—Empire, Newark; 80, Or- 
pheum, Paterson. 

Jazztime Revue — Mutual, 
30, Garrick, St. Louis. 

Kuddling Kuties—Orpheum, Paterson; 30, 
Hudson, Union City. 

Laffin’ Thru-New Empire, Albany; 3, 
Plaza, Worcester. 

Lid Lifters—23-25 Wedgeway; 26-28, Sche- 

Oo 


nectady; 30 
Howard, 


Mischief Makers—L. 0.; 20, 
Moonlight Maids—Plaza, Worcester; 20, 


Indianapolis; 





Boston. 
Gayety, Boston. 





EXPLOITATION MAY BE 
MUTUAL’S EXPERIMENT 


Special exploitation may be ex- 
perimented with by the Mutual 
wheel before the middle of the 
spring, as a gauge for an extensive 
campaign along the same lines for 
next season. General all-around 
exploitation by more than one spe- 
cialized promoter operating has not 
been previously tried in burlesque. 





I. H. Herk is considering the ex- 
ploitation possibilities and is al- 
most sold on the idea, 

Herk says there are slightly over 
40 shows and the same number of 
houses on the Mutual route at pres- 
ent. Those dropping off so far this 
season have been the houses in- 
directly added to the travel at the 
season’s start. Not reaching the 
business standard expected, they 
fell off the wheel. 

Herk is reported working out an 
almost new system for burlesque 
performance and travel in the new 
season to come. 


STAGEHANDS 
ACCEPT CUT 
ON WHEEL 


For the first time since back stage 
labor scales have on the rise, stage 
hands with Mutual Wheel shows 
have accepted a wage cut. The con- 
cession was made after conferences 
between I. H. Herk of the Mutual 
and William Canavan of the I. A. 
T. S. E. 


Not only have the road crews re- 
duced the wage scale, but a number 
of stage hands’ local unions may 
agree to reduce wages. 


This is in Bne with a reduction 
in salaries in the various Mutual 
shows. Curtailment of operating 
expense was imperative and the 
unions appear to have taken the 
same view, Each Mutual show car- 
ries three heads of departments as 
a crew. The men have been getting 
$100 weekly. The cut .is $5 per 
man, with the company saving $15 
weekly. In the local stands the 
crews number six men. The cut 
there is said to be $10 per man, or 
a saving to the houses of $60 per 
week, 


It was stated that few actors in 
Mutual shows are receiving $100 or 
more weekly. The cut in stage 
hands’ wage was therefore consid- 
ered from the morale standpoint, 
with the concession resulting. 











To Fill Chi Gap 


Chicago, Dec. 24. 


I. H. Herk is dickering for an| 


operator to run Mutual shows in the 
Halsted and Madison street region, 
supplanting the Haymarket, which 
abandoned burlesque. 

Spot is the Empire, 2,000-seat un- 
wired house at 673 W. Madison 
street. Theatre is on grind picture 
policy and lease owned by Herk. 





Shifts in Loew N. Y. house man- 
agers: M. Seidlitz from Greeley 
Square to the Canal; D. J. Hegleson 
from Circle to Greeley; Walter 
Guttridge at Circle; Jack Porte, 
Garden, Woodhaven, L. I, succeed- 
ing the late Harry Huber. 





Moulin Rouge—Lyric, 320, Em- 
press, Cincinnati. 

Naughty Nifties—L. O.; 30, Gayety, Mil- 
waukee. 

Nite Club Girls—Gayety, Detroit; 30, Em- 
pire, Toledo. 

Oriental Girls — Trocadero, Philadelphia; 
30, Gayety, Baltimore 
—" Flappers—Gayety, Brooklyn; 30, 

oO. 


Dayton; 


Pretty Babies—Academy, Pittsburgh; 30, 
Lyceum, Columbus. 

Puss Puss—Grand, Hartford; 30, Lyric, 
Bridgeport. 

Record Breakers—Hudson, Union City; 30, 
Gayety, Brooklyn. 

Social Maids — Garrick, St. Louls; 30, 
Gayety, Kansas City. 

Speed Girls—Gayety, Baltimore; 30, Gay- 
ety, Washington. 


Sporty Widows—Gayety, Milwaukee; 30, 
Nem Empire, Albany. 


Step Lively Girls—H.-& 8. Apollo, N. Y. 


C.; 30, Steinway, Astoria. 

Steppe Show — Lyceum, Columbus; 380, 
Lyric, Boston. 

Sugar Babies—Colonial, Utica; 30, L. O. 


Take a Chance—23-25, Lyric, Allentown; 
— Orpheum, Reading; 30, Star, Brook 
yn. 

Tempters—Gayety, Scranton; 30-1, Lyric, 
Allentown; 2-4, Orpheum, Reading. 


Watson's Show—Gayety, Louisville; 30, 
Mutual, Indianapolis. 
Wine, Woman & Song—Empress, Cincin- 


nati; 30, Gayety, Louisville. 








BURLESQUE GET 
DRUNK ON STAGE 


In a suburb of New York, not far 
from (Broadway only in spirit, a 
burlesque house was presenting its 
added attraction—“Cabaret Night.” 

The chorus girls, dressed for the 


street and ready to blow the 
moment the curtain dropped, were 
seated at tables about the stage 
“for atmosphere.” With cigarets 


dangling from their lips and their 
legs crossed just this side of the 
hips, they looked like raid night 
in a police court. 

In front worked a procession of 
cheap acts, imperted, the manage- 
ment announced, “at great expense 


from Broadway.” The girls 
watched in frank boredom, con- 
fronted with talent no better than 


their own. Soon they were jabber- 


ing loudly. 

A house attendant appeared on the 
stage with a towel thrown coyly 
over his arm. With an order pad 
he walked quietly from table to 
table. He walked off and soon re- 


appeared with a decanter of brown 
fluid. He poured allotments in 
small whiskey glasses for the girls, 
and they gulped it hurriedly. There 
were coughs and wry faces. Again 
and again the drinks were poured 
by the unobtrusive waiter. The 
“cabaret acts” continued working 
in front and the girls continued 
drinking. 

A ballad singer started a wall 
about his sweetheart. One of the 
chorus girls mocked him drunkenly, 
As he reached his ciimax sie gave 
him a loud razzberry. The other 
girls giggled. 

One of the girls lit numerous 
matches, staring at the flame with 
mouth agape and eyes dull. More 
of the brown fluid was poured. One 
of the girls choked and rushed 
from the stage. 

Quiet Stews 

A hard-faced brunet spread her 
legs and crossed them insolently, 
like a stewed dame in a subway. 
Two hoofers were sweating away 
at a routine. She cheered them 
with a muffled thick voice. 

A blonde with hair black at the 
roots in the part started to sing. 
A hand was clapped over her mouth, 

To many in the house thig back- 
ground activity was not noticed. 
It continued quietly, never seriously 
interrupting the cabaret acts. 

It was the most realistic bit of 
business yet seen on the stage. 

To be realistic, these gals drank 
real booze. 

A troupe of female souses on the 
stage. 

Who said there was no novelty 
in burlesque? 





Herk Replaces Hurtig 
In American, N. Y., Stock 


Jules Hurtig is out as operator of 
the stock burlesque at the Ameri- 
can Music Hall, New York. I, H, 
Herk, head of the Mutual circuit, 
has become interested with present 
lessee of the house. 

Herk’s connection does not mean 
the Mutuals will play there. Stock 
will be continued, but under Herk’s 
direction. 

Rube Bernstein replaced Hurtig 
there as Herk’s representative. 

The Herk-Selig-Weber adminis- 
tration has engaged Danny Creed, 
formerly treasurer in Gayety, Buf- 
falo, and Star and Garter, Chicago, 
for the American box office. 





Haymarket Closing 
Chicago, Dec. 24, 


Warren Irons closes the Haymar- 
ket Saturday as a Mutual Circuit 
house after four months. This 


will leave the Academy and the, 


Star and Garter in possession of the 
West Madison street burlesque 
trade, ; 

Irons’ other house, southside Em- 
press, remains open. 

The Haymarket will open with 
picture grind policy Jar. 4. House 
is being wired with WE equipment. 





Schenectady’s Half-Week 
Albany, Dec. 24. 
Mutual burlesque at the Wedge- 
way, Schenectady, playing a full 
week since opening last summer, 
will change to three days early in 
January. 
It is believed Albany may 
wise prune to three days. 


like- 
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. Wednesday, December 25, 1999. 
38 VARIETY a : a 
strel repute, presented tha layout’s RKO of haw-haws. And all around it Pp ALACE 
P ALACE only substantial comgiy act. incidental hoke to stave off a lull. 
(St. Vaude) O’Brien is in blackface, ard humor (Vaudfilm) Eno Troupe opened with all-Jap (St. Vaude) 


Another vaudeville show built on 
the boggy premise that only given 
enough names any bill must click, 
This method is probably successful 
in appealing to the eye of passers- 
by and those who mull over the 
+ Be ge theatrical ads but it has a 
habit of dipping at the knees when 
analyzed from the standpoint of en- 
tertainment, 

Quite a lengthy thesis might be | 
developed from this idea of attract- 
ing attention as against the sounder 
but far more difficult job of deliv- 
ering satisfaction, 

In sequence the Christmas bill ran 
as follows:—Pallenberg’s Bears, The | 








tangers, Glenn and Jenkins, Sylvia | 
Clark, Ted Lewis, intermission, | 
Helen Ford, Richard Bennett, Herb 


William, Chevalier Brothers. { 
Pallenberg turn is standard, hav- | 
ing been a fixture with Pantages 
and others for years. Makes a good | 
opener for anywhere, the big shaggy 
animals possessing a fascination 
quite their own in their complete | 
detachment and attitude of supe- | 
riority. i 


mals are well trained and the 
ponies are first seen posing stiffly | 
ias toys in a full-stage store set. | 
Ada Brown, comfortably weighted. 


is derived from the team’s attempts 
to outbull each other in reviewing 
past accomplishments. The ex- 
pected happened when Dempsey ap- 
peared at the finish with Corbett. 
Corbett was in a benign mood, pat- 
ting Dempsey on the shoulder and 
telling the matinee mothers Demp- 
sey is and always will be just a big 
kid. Then the boys went into good- 
humored belittling, each kidding 
the other about how it feels to be 
knocked goofy. This was the bDill’s 
best bit of entertainment, natural | 





and spontaneous in handling. 


Opener was Gautier's Animated | 
Toy Shop, of interest to the chil- 
dren, with its ponies and dogs. Ani- 


colored singer in Aunt Jemima cvs- 
tume, was a moderate click in the 
deuce. She sings about going back 
home, killing the blues and refusing 
to see her two-timing papa; then 
works up the necessary exit pep 
with a “new” black bottom. It is 
a glove-fit selection of stuff con- 





Los Angeles, Dec. 20. 

Five acts of average vaudeville 
this week held down to more rea- 
sonable timing and with the feature 
picture and comedy stringing the 
show to over three hours. Bill 
clicks for RKO patrons, who are 
good natured and amused by every- 
thing. Playing this house must be 
a delight for talking acts. Every 
line appreciated, no matter how old. 

Claudia Coleman, although spotted 
second, is easily headliner so far as 
the crowd is concerned. Her “types 
of women,” monolog impersonations, 
struck home. 

Frank Davis and Adele Darnell in 
their chatter skit, “The Salesman,” 
hold down the middle and get a 


strong response, 
Bud Murphy, m.c.-ing up and 
down the numbers, settles semi- 


finale with same material as used 
at the Orpheum two months back, 
varying his “Wedding Bells’’ song 
to say “Vitaphone Is Breaking Up 
That Old Gang of Mine,” with ges- 
ture to the pit boys. Also refers 
to acts laying off four weeks on ac- 
count of “Rio Rita.” 


Pretentious closer is Carrie and 


Rangers are repeats, robust voices |Sidered synonymous with colored | paqy's dance pantomime with spe- 
merging in mighty chorus and liked | Singers. cial drops. One-hand balancing and 
here, as they will be in any house, Hugh Skelly and Emma Heit,/ tossing of’ girl in adagio neatly 
for the stirring effect this type of |Supported in wandering comedyj|done. Girl does a swan dive from 
singing, when well done, always has. | material by a sister song and dance | 8-ft. platform to partner’s arms for 

A guitar virtuoso replaces the for- | team and a litt le brunet kicker, | curtain. Opener is Frank Evers and 
mer rhythmic shoeblack as the get- | 2F pr&babiy sailing along with aj; Greta with dances on the wire i 
away punch for Glenn and Jenkins. |} loose act like this because good | Feature, Broadway Scandals 
Their laughs start big but falter comedy doesn't grow on bushes. (Col), runs 7 minutes. Mickey 
and without the punctuation of Skelly’s nutty hoke catches now and | (Himself) McGuire comedy, Sport- 


specialties would seem pretty weak. 
That this change is attributable. to 
a failure to keep their dialog 
brushed up seems reasonable. 

And they are old enough troupers 
to know better than argue among 
themselves in the wings about en- 
cores. 


Sylvia Clark, making her first Pal- 
ace appearance after a long absence 
on-other circuits and in other lands, 
started fast.and looked set but came 
to: grief when her material “fully 
protected by copyright law and 
N. V. A.” started to make the pro- 
gram ..announcement ‘seem just a 
Yvifle unnecessary. 

Miss Clark stalled the engine 
completely toward the end when 
seeming to lose her assurance. Up 
to that point it was okay and while 
the total would have been less than 
a riot there was no reason for her 
to'develop panic. 


Two middle-aged male assistants 
dressed in rompers figured in the 
finale and this departure was largely 
responsible for the disintegration of 
Miss Clark’s morale.as it probably 
came home to. her. that the number 
was silly rather than funny. 

Ted Lewis provided the leverage 
to lift the first half out of its dol- 
drums. His smooth-functioning or- 
ganization is always a delight to 
watch. Familiarity has yet to stale 
the .flaver of its. performance for 
the Palace mob. As always, his 
band boys are a nice-looking, well 
turned out bunch of specialists. And 
that Eleanor Brooks redhead will 
never be insulted by indifference of 
the male population. 

Lou Forman’'s pit brigade came 
forward during intermission with an 
amusing and well-handled novelty. 
playing miniature musical instru- 


ments in token of the holiday 
ascendency of childhood and kid 
tricks. They had as much fun as 


the audience did. 

Helen Ford's’ blue-eyed Irish 
charm coupled with her easy-flow- 
ing, melodious and unexpectedly 
high rarffed soprano, took her safely 
over the hurdles opening after 
entre’acts. She seemed to masculine 
eyes beautifully gowned. 

All trophies for sheer flapdoodle 
go to Richard Bennett's playlet, “A 
Box of Cigars” (New Acts). This 
is the sort of tripe that opens anew 
the question of what legit actors 
should do in vaudeville, or whether 
they should be allowed in the varie- 
ties at all, 


then. In the main the act simply | 
occupies time. Skelly’s§ ability 
could be given a better opportunity. | 

The same for Joe 
Collette Lyons, who have been géet- 
ting work right along because once 
in a while during the act they're 


good. The Bowery cafe bit, for in- 
stance, which comes as a milked 
encore. Previous to that Weston 
pulls an annoying succession’ of 


térrible puns, such as a horse being 
all wet because of reins on its back. 
Miss Lyons, doing nut, likewise is 
groping for something really funny 
to say. Their accomplishments. 
with what they have demonstrated 
possibilities with real talk material. 


Don Lee afid Mile. Rito Louise in 
an enlarged idea of their previous 
act, now backed by six chorines 
and Wallace and Cappo, male hoof- 
ers, were one of the highlights. 
A beautifully presented dance turn 
with incidental singing. Featured 
team show class’ in production 
Waltz and Spanish numbers. Closer 
was Enos Frazere on the trapeze, 
minus his usual two assistants. For 
those who waited Frazere had two 
thrillers in a front dive to a heel 


catch and a standup drop to an 
ankle catch. 

Reported the Riverside’s next 
policy try will ‘be six acts with 
talking shorts and news, three 


times daily at 50c. top. Attractively. 
appointed and with expert service, 
the Riverside is naturally inclined 
toward a vaudfilm policy, but is 
prohibited from showing. features 
by its lease. Bang. 


STATE-LAKE 


(Vaudfilm) 
Chicago, Dec. 21, 

It is an easy audience to please 
at this house on a Saturday after- 
noon with the downstairs filled, and 
especially on the Saturday after- 
noon before Christmas, when. it’s 
heigh-ho anything to rest those 
tired dogs after fighting your way 
up State street from Madison. 

Remembering anything of this 
bill after leaving the house is that 
Viola Dana works hard, though not 
up to expectation in flashiness, and 
that she is a trouper, and that 
Kramer and Boyle are still neat 
showmen. 

Murand and Girton, dpening with 
six minutes of haphazard’ acro- 
batics, found what few returns 
came in -Miss' Girton’s’ bicycle 





Herb Williams saved the second 
half_as Ted Lewis saved the first. 
Chevalier Brothers, tuxedoed hand- 
balancers, closed. '° e 

Business good for pre-Christmas 
Saturday. Land, — 


RIVERSIDE 


(St. Vaude) 

Doggedly refusing to show a 
protit with straight vaude in nor- 
mad times, the Riverside as viewed 
at a pre-Christmas matinee Satur- 
day would have been playing to 
echoes without the influence of Jack 
mpsey as headliner. Even the 
man who has drawn some of the 
greatest crowds in history couldn’t 
fill more than haif the main floor 
seats. His supporting bill was just 
ordinary, in the dumps for many 
minutes with poor comedy. 

Dempsey was on sixth, in the 
“Roadside Razz” sketch written by 
Willard Mack. Interviewed by the 
correspondent of a tank town news- 
paper, who also runs a filling sta- 
tion, Dempsey givés-a sketchy re- 
view of his career and satisfies 
those who come to look at him in 
person. he act doesn’t try for 
quality in material, and it doesn’t 





have to. Two men and a boy are 
in support. ; 
Another retired prizefighter, 


James J. Corbett, in a crossfire 
Period with Neil O’Brien of min- 


riding. Eddie Stanley and “Ginger,” 
a boop-a-doop girl, on second, are 
subjects for the RKO censorship 
board because of Stanley's blue at- 
mosphere and remarks. Girl 
threatened to put this one over 
right with a Helen Kane take-off 
and then gummed it with some bad 


lines. More pianolog by Stanley 
and less talk would have gone 
better. 


Viola Dana, assisted by an un- 
{billed man and girl in her skit, 
“Inkwell,” put over her mishaps in 
a lawyer's office splendidly after a 
slow, doubtful start. State-Lakians 
probably expected a song or two 
and change of costume from this 
personality, 

Blackface Kramer and Doyle 
started high, ad libbing on Miss 
Dana and bringing her into their 
opening for a John Gilbert by 
Kramer, and had the house roaring 
for most of their 15 minutes with 
Kramer’s mimicry of his straight 
language. 

Encored, these two worked five 
minutes over their 15, and then 
came on again when a curtain 
fouled for the last act, stalling for 
time successfully. 

Lee Twins and Co., eight girls, 
closed with well-trained and care- 
fully presented gymnastic posing 
and dancing, sister stuff by the 
Lees keeping the mob in its seats. 

“Song of Love” (Col), news clips 





Weston and! 


lights and Pathe sound news also 
on the bill. Biz excellent. 


STATE 


(Vaudfilm) 


Last-minute shopping in the 
square all day Saturday nicked a 
chunk off the biz here. Yet the 
State held a’ good house for the 
mat, probably equal or better than 
anything else on the street. 

Away from the Xmas bogey, this 
centralized Loew stand consistently 
does tremendous trade over Satur- 
day and Sunday. A magnet for the 
milling masses on’ Broadway, and 
with second run pittures; too. 
Vaude, of -course, goes with them, 
but means little. Maybe that’s why 
a lot of acts playing here don’t care 
so much either way. They often 
show it, 

Current bill has Eddie Leonard 
splitting billing ‘with the flicker, 
“Untamed” ((M-G). ‘Vet minstrelist 
hopped ‘to ‘Loew’s* after a breakin 
for Fox. ~ Name doubtless spells 
some draw oh the outside. Turn 
remains unchanged since viewed a 
few weeks ago at the Academy. 
Leonard personally is subdued and 


retiring, leavirig the spoils to his 
co-workers, Gus Stewart, Betty 
Gardener and Art Sorenson. First 


pair’s hoofing is the mainstay. AS 
‘for Leonard, the line in his ditty, 
“On My Way,” “I’ve seen every- 
thing and had everything,” ex- 
plains it. And still a showman. 

Supporting four turns are com- 
plementary. Sun Fong Lin Troupe, 
around for years, opens. Quite 
ordinary and tame, and suffers by 
comparison with other Chinese acts. 
Conjuring and acrobatic tricks 
similar to those performed by Long 
Tack Sam, but devoid of showman- 
ship. 

Johnny Hyman, the prankful boy 
with words and topics, is a sub- 
stantial “‘deucer.” Hyman is an- 
other standard over the big time 
for seasons and sure to click with 
his chalk and blackboard work, 
always timely and laugh provoking. 

Sol Gould, in next to shut, fol- 
lowing Leonard, is happily spotted 
with his clap-trap and burlesquey 
comedy. Gould, of the “Dutch” 
rolling r’s school, is a boy with a 
retentive memory. Some of his 
gags are so’old they’re new again, 
but the turn stands up nicely with 
Helen Kaye Booth, Al Gould and 
George Shafer. “Latter just a kid 
with appealing pipes to put him 
over. 

“Living Jewelry,” artistic flash 
recently on the Keith books, makes 
a darb closer. -° Harrison and 
Fisher, adagio team, are featured 
around animated reproductions of 
art on rotating platform. Nifty 
class display. | Span, 


81ST STREET 


(Vaudfilm) 

Four-act bills with punch and 
class aren’t found often, but the 
8ist St. had a nifty for the first 
half. The only possible way of 
spotting happened to be perfect, 
with the succession of acts progres- 
Sing steadily upward to a grand 
blowoff in person of Ken Murray. 
Stage show was coupled with “The 
Painted Angel” (FN) and playing 
to capacity Saturday night. 

Ken Murray created nothing less 
than a riot. With him are Helen 
and Milton Charleston, peppy song 
and dance girl and her shimmering 
stooge brother; Foster, Fagan, and 
Cox, vocal trio, who previously go 
'it alone in the deuce spot and click, 
and a unique little girl who shim- 
mers like Milton 
does an acrobatic dance with him. 

Comedy acts as strong as Mur- 
ray’s are rare. After his opening 
gags and the throwdown byplay 
with Charleston, he involves the 
trio in a wrestling free-for-all that 














and the usual trailers. 


will knock any audience for a row 


Charleston and 


combination of risley by two girls 
and pole balancing by two men. 
One girl has a novel solo spot, using 
a large sunshade for pedal juggling 
instead of the usual barrel. Act 
effectively dressed in fullstage and 
very well presented. 


Second were Foster, Fagan and 
Cox, who appear later in the Ken 
Murray act, in a bright, harmonious 
routine of pop vocalics. Heartily 
received. 

“Any Family,” comedy 
which is a condensation of “The 
Family Upstairs,” play by Harry 
| Delf, is cast nicely and laugh ma- 
iterial is projected to good effect. 
About the mother of a poor family 
bragging about mythical wealth to 
her daughter’s suitor and almost 
ruining the girl’s chances. Worm- 
like father turns at the last mo- 
ment to aid the daughter’s denial 
of mama’s hot air. Players are 
Frank Irvin, =emma DeWeale, Velma 
McCall, Jerry Hausner and David 
Field, 

Ken Murray finished and cleaned 
up. Bang. 


58TH STREET 


(Vaudfilm) 


sketch 





This house is about to celebrate | 


its first anniversary having in its 
;year’s span been’ semi-officially 
| picked as one of the best sound- 
| reproducing houses in the city, a 
;fact the more noteworthy to those 
| who remember the early weeks when 
| the sound equipment was quite the 
reverse of perfection. 

Built on the site of the old Proc- 
tor house 58th Street divides itself 
equally as toe emphasis between 
vaudeville and pictures and finishes 
its inaugural year a financial win- 
|ner, although not the gold mine its 
| sister house, the 86th Street, is. 

Merely as a sidelight in passing it 
may be observed that here as in 
many houses around town manage- 
ment does not follow. press sheet 
credits but picks the names deemed 
best for the neighborhood, as on 
Saturday giving Edmund Lowe much 
more conspicuous billing than Billie 
Dove, star, in “Painted Angel” (FN). 

Vaude bill was headed by Esther 
Ralston, who works hard but, Use 
so many film personalities, is unable 
to sustain with 100% success com- 
parison with seasoned vaudevillians 
at their own game. 

Weber .and Ray, 
opened nicely. Smith 


dance , feam, 
Strong and 


argic and made little change, Barry, 
and ,Lancaster provided the hoke 
element, and the always-deyendable 
Alf Loyal animal turn, closed, 
Christmas competition, from near~ 
by Bloomingdale’s department store 
ruined business. Lands. 


- AUDUBON 


(Vaudfilm) 


Bill okay, but biz off Saturday 

change day at night: performance. 
Draw mostly “Skin Deep” (WB), 
laid te Monte Blue, Betty Compson 
and Davey Lee, strong trio for this 
section of Washington Heights. 
Vaude for what it showed pro- 
grammed right and satisfied cus- 
tomers, but could have prompted 
mouth-to-mouth advertising with 
more comedy, 
_ Order of appearance had Louis 
and Cherie, aerialists; Loma Worth, 
songs, dances and instrumental; 
Billy and Elsa Newell, comedy and 
instrumental; and the Fanchon and 
Marco Idea, “Speed” (New Acts). 

Strength exhibition in lifting and 
on trapeze bar is No. 1's stock in 
trade and got hand for graceful and 
neat performance. Newell pair’s 
tintype didn’t fare so well, but fin- 
ished strong and topped off with 
curtain speech gag. Loma. Worth 
played every reed instrument pos- 
sible, also yiolin, which was best. 
Has plenty s. a. until she sings or 
talks, then loses ground. 

Her stuff is misspotted here, 
lacking taste in arrangement, offer- 
ing itself as freak when it could be 
made into class entertainment with 
better judgment and a male escort 


go00d slooks and leave her free to 
slide to music specialy. “agile 

“Speed” Idea tasteful and well 
arranged, but does not live up to 
title except in spots. Actors too 
slow in catching cues, and music 
could be speeded generally to give 
this flash of 24 people the real flash 
rhythm. Fault is obvious because 
of comedy dearth in turn. 

Customers nearly all adults, dif- 
ferent from the matinee perform- 
ances on Saturdays, when kids run 
rampant at two-bits gate. Night- 
time fare jumps to 75 cents, and 
customers come more or less out of 
habit. 

Bad biz could be laid. to Christmas 
period. Strong vaude name would 
have helped materially. -Other an- 
gle is courtesy touch, which is faint 
here compared with other spots. 

Usual night show carries reserved 
idea, but not on Saturdays, when 
program goes to three performances. 

Picture bill outweighs vaude part 
here by at least 30 minutes always. 
There are both silent and news 
reels, a talking short, a scenic, and 
about 10 minutes of trailers, giving 
th? film part of the program a run- 
| ning time of about 106 minutes. 
| It tires the customers, didn’t help 
vaude, which took 66 minutes. 





Lee, rube trio, found. the pews leth- |: 


who could serve to accentuate girl's’ 


Chicago, Dec. 21. | 

Bill is largely made up of head. 

line acts who through showmanship 

and trouping provide some of the 

best entertainment seen here for 
some time. 


Herman Timberg and his gang 


sold everything. Especially success. 
ful was a looker, Barbara Blair 
with her nut talk and songs. They 
work rather bong on their gags pe. 
fore spitting the punch-line, byt 
manage to make the lead-ups in. 
teresting. Timberg doesn’t do any. 
thing much here, leaving most o¢ 
the actual work to his partners, 
Oliver Harris, Leo Chalzel and the 
girl. Rather long, however, and 
could stand cutting. In fact, all the 
acts here were. overlong and showed 
inclinations to anti-climax, 


Sandy Lang and Co., skating turn, 
a fine opener, but much too drawn 
out for that spot. Act probably 
would have been better at the close 
of the bill, with the deuce turn, 
Ray Huling and Seal in the opening, 
Seal scored a hit here, especially 
with the kids that visit this house 
Sat. mat. ’ 

Larry Rich and troupe followed: 
big with this mob. Rich starts 
slowly and takes a long time to get 


to his audience, but at the finish 
he had the house eating out of 
his hand. The prolog with Rich 


and Hart and billed as a separate 
act with the devil or something, 
and nobody’ knew what it was allt 
about, but: forgot about it when the 
band ‘started. . The Rich family kept 
the scoring to itself here, with Baby 
Jane Shirley: grabbing off. second 
honors _to Daddy Rich. 

Timberg closed, and Tempest and 
Sunshine opened the intermission, 
These two gals were a standard act 
and are now reunited after a long 
separation. Florenz Tempest does 
her male impersonation, best being 
her Mayor Jimmy. Walker. Marion 
Sunshine’s impressions of Lenore 
Ulric and Helen Kane, both excel- 
lent bits. 

Bill Robinson sang a couple. of 
songs, told a couple of gags and 
then into his hoofing. During his 
two-week stay: here Jules Biledsoa: 
retires—as mayor of the south side 
and Bill takes the throne. Since it. 
was pretty late, Francois and: Dens: 
more, dance flash, closed to a numer 
ber of walkouts. Loop, i: 


86TH STREET 
(Vaudfilm) 


Fast: 35-minute finish by Dave’ 
Apollon’'s company arrived in time 
to give the 86th Street's first half 
bill what it needed most. After the 
opener things were pretty slow. up 
ahead., Two out of three in be- 
tween were of comedy elassifica-, 
tion and all of.the comedy minus: 
speed. : 

Outside of the questionable spot- 
ting of Lathrop. Bros. No, 1, pres- 
ence of two full stage comedy acts, 
on the one bill was the 86th Street's. 
only claim for distinction. 


Lathsops proved their caliber by 
gracefully taking the illogical (for 
them) opening spot and dancing 
away with it. Danny Duncan had: 
the deuce with his company of four 
in a comedy domestic sketch from 
the midwest. Duncan’s western tab-’ 
loid style is something different for 
eastern vaude and should get him 
some extra laughs in this section. 
Turn is strong enough for most 
anything under the Palace. 


Elizabeth Brice played ham be-’ 
tween two slices of comedy and 
passed. Miss Brice harps too much 
in her lyrics on past performances 
and a one-time partnership with’ 
Charlie King. 


“The Painted Angel” (FN) fea-, 
ture. ‘ 

Attendance early Saturday _evene 
ing not good. Bige. 


_HIPPODROME 


(Vaudfilm) 


All the Hip needs is a Goliath, 
human projectile, few more animals 
and acts to make its Christmas 
circus as big as any under a tent: 
or in the Garden. A number of big 
Ringling folk function at Fred 
Bradna’s command for 90 minutes 
of the three-hour show. Plus this 
is the Pathe feature, “His First 
Command” debutting William Boyd 
as a talker star; overture, organ 
recital and cartoon. It marks an 
entertainment splurge exceeding 
any at the Hip in recent years. 

The Wallendas, who high-wiret 
for Ringling for two seasons, easily 
cop honors in the Bradna assem*" 
blage. Riffenach Family proves ® 
close second with Hip likes. Mad* 
ame Bradna and her maypole en- 
trance with horse and dog accom= 
paniment did not show anything 
in particular except color but ft 
helped diversify the unit part © 
the bill. Six Molays, arrayed in 
gypsy red, tumbled and pyramided 





‘ph 
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their way into pleasing recogni. 


tion. 

Of the soloists, Lusita Leers 
would have satisfied the male Ppa- 
trons if she had done nothing more 





than present different angles of that 
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white-tighted symmetry. But she 
stepped up her rope to the high 
trapeze and did some swirling that 
had both sexes applauding vigor- 
ously at the finish. Lusita didn’t 
leave, either, until the last 
work was through. 

Miss Leers was preceded by Mr. 
Wille in a similar capacity. He 
fumbled prop boy passes of the foot 
rope until it was apparent this 
hadn’t been in the _ rehearsal. 
Mustered interest when he took a 
high dive to within a few feet of 
the boards. 


hand 


|} are kids is a drag around job. 





VARIETY 








(Vaudfilm) 

Judging a show’from the neigh- 
borhood angle on a Saturday after- 
noon, when 80% of the customers 
The 
show as presented on this change 
day looked average, with fair draw- 
ing possibilities, but not really pow- 
erful for a before-Christmas period. 

Maybe the management is show- 
ing wisdom in this respect. Biz 
naturally falling off during the pre- 
holiday spirit run it might be a 





The two Jahns did some excep- 
tionally fine head and hand bal-| 


ancing which the audience was} 
quick to appreciate. Balancing on | 
two Indian clubs, with the lower 


partner doing ladder work, was the | 
highlight. 

That burlesque on the Tunney | 
eount never seems to age. Denaro 
and Chesty got the laughs with this | 
crowd more from facial whackings | 
than the moral involved. 

Nelson and Nelson, circus ex- 
perts on stilts, did some long- 
legged tumbling, among _ other 
things, that had the fans question- 
ing the seriousness of gravitation. 

The shimmy act staged by Hills’ 
Baby Elephants got more recogni 
tion from the Saturday matineeites 
than plank walking and barrel roll- 
ing. Clowns did their part 
throughout, serving as fillers. They 
appeared in band formation at one 


time and as somersault workers, 
with Aage Rasmussen as wer! 
straight. 

To those who,had seen the 


Wallendas perform in the Garden 
their job in the Hip seemed like a 
miniature. While the stage limita- 
tions cramp their style, with the 
girl in the bicycle pyramid hidden 
by the proscenium, the act retains 
most of its qualities as a thriller. 


Pathe Sound Newsreel. Yuletide 
spirit reflected in overture, Charles 
Stein conducting, and Fred Kins- 
ley's organ solo. Waly. 


JEFFERSON 


(Vaudfilm) 


At current pop scale this program 
is a real buy, but the amount of 
trailer stuff that goes along with it 
is an annoyance. Lately the Keith 
houses have been adding to their 
trailer matter, but never has s0 
much been seen at one sitting as 
here, with two talking trailers for 
coming features, stuff on special 
show New Year’s, on change in 
policy for that week and change 
back again and on R-K-O and its 
famous “let’s go.” 


Seven acts, as usual, this being 
the only vaudfilm stand in the 
Keith string in the east showing 
this number under a regular policy. 
Using a septet of acts both halves, 
Jeff is becoming a new acts show 
spot. 

Current show includes three new 
acts, Gold and Raye, dancers on 
No. 2; Sir Cecil Alexander, tramp 
comedian, fourth and Bronson and 
Gardner, mixed pair No. 6 in a skit. 


Show is opened by the weakest 
act on the bill, one that plays as 
though it needed a few more break- 
ins. Since the turn, Havania, has 
played around for some time and 

had plenty of opportunity to 
brush up, it is, then, sorely in need 
of polish. Havania is a chair-bal- 
ancing act done in an attractive 
setting with the supposed “Ha- 
vania” (question mark after the 
name) assisted by two unbilled 
girls. Although nothing is divulged 
at the finish, it is obvious it is a 
female impersonator. 


George Shelton and Co., on third, 
did nicely in a comedy offering 
topped by musical and dancing 
numbers. This is a four-people act 
(three men, one woman) which lays 
as its foundation for fun the en- 
listment of Shelton into the army 
and his encounters with two 
sergeants, the drill sequence being 
especially surefire for laughs. Shel- 
ton does a Bobby Clark the first 
half of the routine, even to the 
short cane, glasses and manipulated 
cigar. Unbilled femme takes part 
in some of the talk but mostly 
earns her bread in dances and 
scores solidly. 


Lane, Osborne and Chicco, with 
an unbilled pianist assisting were 
thira from closing in a dancing «nd 
musical act, with harps carried to 
fill waits between dance specialities 
by Lane and Osborne. Dancing 
here is what brings home the bacon 
and both Lane and Osborne are 
there in fine routines, outstanding 
for form and agility. Best are Miss 

borne’s cartwheels to splits. 


The Hon. Mr. Wu's revue, now 
ealled “Children of China,” instead 
ef “Chinese Show Boat,” closed the 
show with 25 minutes of Oriental! 
musical comedy. This 14-people 
act, headed by Mr. Wu, who sings 
and plays the violin, is notable for 
versatility represented, scenes run- 
hing from the Buddhistic to collegi- 
ate, with six couples in the center 
doing a number from “Floradora.” 
While the show was running late 
and Wu's revue used up nearly a 
half hour, there were no runaways 
at the second performance Saturday. 

,Vaude show in entirety consumed 
87 minutes and best this house has 
haa for some time. 

The Painted Angel” (FN) and 


question whether the cost of a 
Strong name act would be war- 
ranted here, where locals come out 
of habit. sesides, at least 75% of 
theatre draw is owned by the film, 
not so strong here this time. 

It’s “The Painted Angel” (FN), 
with Billie Dove. Film’s biggest 
drag lies in title and male lead, Ed- 


| mund Lowe, who’s a set-up for the 


kids and the mamas in this uptown 


| trench, 


Biz was good but not capacity, 
which is usually expected. Falling 
off being in adult trade, which must 
be laid to Christmas’ shopping. 
Vaude comprised five acts, which, 
in order of appearance, were 
Adolphe, Gladys and Eddie; Harry 
Puck; “The Cherry Tree”; Billy M. 
Greene and Blossom; Odette, 
Charles and Mack. Plenty comedy 
among this lot (No. 1 excepted). 

Adolphe, Gladys and Eddie are a 
dance trio, two men and a girl, 
adagio and straight. Ordinary stuff 
which, taken separately on bits, is 
okay, but tied together lacks 
rhythm, and audience here even 
sensed this. Got fair hand on 
opener. (New Acts.) 

Harry Puck, old face in vaude, 
returning after nearly two-year 
lapse in musical comedy, travels old 
line in turn with new songs and 
chatter, which was ignored by audi- 


ence until he danced, when he took 
encore. “Offtime Rhythm” his big- 
gest bet. (New Acts.) 


“The Cherry Tree,” comedy sketch 
of years’ standing, but with new 
faces this time.. Sam Jaffe instead 
of Harry Green. Mild and spotting- 
ly pleasing, taking fair hand here. 

Billy Greene and Blossom, next to 
closing, fitted with guy’s drunk 
dance and fall business, that could 
be made big time when girl learns 
how to chime into tempo with grace 
and speed. Got big hand. 

Similar fault in closing act, where 
there’s plenty of lampoonery by 
Charles and Mack in burlesque lift- 
ing and adagio, but timing is off, 
and girl trying to accentuate what 
is supposed to be natural French 
accent going astray. Got good hand. 

Bill had a bit of diversion when 
pit band gave three-minute over- 
ture on toy instruments that offered 
distinct and pleasant novelty enter- 
tainment, especially in holiday 
period. Crowd sensed it quickly 
and hit off for g. b. h. a 

Vaude took 68 minutes, feature 70. 
Entire program going for about 165 
with trailers. 


LINCOLN SQ. 


(Vaudfilm) 


Last Saturday’s bill here was 
light in general but managed to 
send over some laughs. It got a 
nice start with the well-routined 
acrobatic Joe Mandis Trio, two 
men and woman. Dresses the 
stage too; not so much of the yes- 
teryear circusy set up. Eddie Nel- 
son, in blackface, doing his cus- 
tomary single. Monologs, some 
ancient and some more ancient and 
a few modern gags, hitting his best 
stride with warbling. His voice 
bounced into the rafters of this 
house, always good for applause. i 

“Amateur Night In London 
fooled ’em. Gag of tryouts in a 
supposed London music hall with 
the “hook” working hit L. S. reg- 
ulars right between the optics. 
Little talent other than one cork- 
ing male voice, but the amateur 
supposition proves @ handy alibi. 

Dayton and Rancy are doing the 
Dayton and Palmer turn almost to 
the flutter of eyelids in the —. 
change of gags. Low comedy g0 
them quickly. Dayton has some 
pretty fast ones and hot too. 

Jack and Kay Spangler (new 
acts) closed. On the screen = 
“Applause” (Par) and a Se 
ternational newsreel. Mark. 


MET, BROOKLYN 


(Vaudfilm) 


With the Saturday performances 
cut to three and the acts doing their 
regular routines, if not longer than 
scheduled to stretch out running 
time, better show on the vaude end 
the result. Picture is M-G-M’'s “Un- 
tamed,” which should prove some- 
thing of a draw in this section. 

Four acts did 77 minutes on Sat- 
urday’s first show, with Jack Sid- 
ney’s “Frolickers,” band flash, to 
contribute an extra five minutes to 
pad later shows out a little over 
scheduled running time, 35 minutes. 
At first show did only 33. Other acts 
Aurora Trio, eight minutes; Zelda 
Santley, 15, and Bert Gordon, 14. 

While the regular policy of this 
Loew vaudfilmer is four shows on 
Saturdays and Sundays, it was de- 
cided that for the holiday period 
it would be wise, with nothing to 
lose, to cut the number of perfor- 








York is reflected in the number of 
payees at 2 o'clock Saturday (prob- 
ably biggest shopping day of holi- 
day season), when Met had only 
| about one-third of the seats taken 
/ up. 

Due to cutting of one vaude show 
, and running of feature four times, 
|the entire program 178 minutes. Of 
jthis feature consumes 86 minutes, 
|;organ number, newsreel and trailers 
the balance, aside from acts. 


Aurora Trio, long in  vaude, 
| opened in a neat bicycle turn. Drew 
;Something from the scattered au- 
| dience. 
| Zelda Santley, next, remained on 
| longer than she probably usually 
does but held the spot nicely and 
came nearer to stopping the show 
|(such as it was) than Bert Gordon, 
}following. Miss Santley does a slew 
;Of impersonations. There is a bad 
;}break between a little number as 
j|herself and the Helen Morgan 
‘mimicry, the latter coming as an 
|}encore, but outside of letting the act 
i'down a trifle at that point causes 
ino great harm. 

Doing the same act Gordon over 
o. kK. next to closing. Surefire ma- 
terial here, with Vera Kingston per- 
fect foil for the comedian’s hoke, 

Closing Sidney’s “Frolickers” (New 
Acts) had a few weak spots and 
some obvious padding, but none the 
less lines up as very suitable vaude 
for theatres in this class and per- 
haps a little better. Considering 
everything, got across well, many of 
the individual specialties and num- 
bers collecting better than fair re- 
turns, Char. 


ALBEE, B’KLYN 


(Vaudfilm) 


Plenty of laughs on current bill 
at this Brooklyn ace of RKO with 
Rae Samuels in songs and Charles 
Ruggles in the skit, “Wives, Etc.,” 
responsible for most of the merry- 
making. Both registered solid hits. 
Biz good at middle show Saturday. 

Tinova and Baikoff, adagio team, 
with Fred Martin assisting, opened 
and got over with a dance routine 
of the ballet type. 

Tabor and Greene, colored comics, 
followed and pleased with their 
familiar line of clownology and 
songs. 

Charles Ruggles uncorked plenty 
of laughter through the dilemma of 
a wealthy young man finding him- 
self married, but unaware to whom. 
An attempt on his part and that of 
the butler to locate the marriage 
certificate from a trio of girls to 
find out who’s the wife provides the 
comedy. Good act with Ruggles 
getting plenty out of the flimsy 
material. 

Rae Samuels followed, and also 
brought home the bacon with a 
song repertoire, Jack Carroll at the 
piano. Miss Samuels handles a few 
pops, but most songs are special 
material, All of the songs got over 
for tops with the real estate song 
putting Miss Samuels over for show 
stopper. The songstress  inter- 
spersed her numbers with wise- 
cracking repartee with Carroll, 
which helped the laugh division 
plenty and got over for full worth. 

Maurice Colleano and Co. closed 
with a diverting dance flash. Col- 
leano is supported by brother and 
two sisters, with the general 
scheme a production built up for 
Maurice’s sensational acrobatic 
dancing. Went over big and held 
them in. 

“Tanned Legs” (Radio) on screen. 

Edba. 











FORDHAM — 


(Vaudfilm) 


This uptown R-K-O Bronx house, 
right off the cross roads of the 
Bronx, had it all to itself up to a 
few months ago when Loew walked 
in and built a picture presentation 
house just a few streets down. 

Still the house continues doing 
good business. Locale is densely 
populated and also frequented by 
amusement seekers from other dis- 
tricts. Saturday mat here caught a 
house well filled with kids who were 
more than amply amused by a good 
vaude bill. Just three acts running 
in full to 66 minutes with Weaver 
Brothers and Elviry taking up 47 
minutes of the time. 

Campus Colleagues, short, snappy 
fraternity row entertainers consist- 
ing of three youths and a lass, came 
on first. Boys go in for a little 
harmony but mainly rely on their 
ability as stepologers. Girl did a 
fast solo eccentric and later worked 
with the boys. 

Still doing his drunk imitash, used 
as the medium for dizzy acrobatic 
bends, Roy Rogers deuced and went. 

Patter handed out a few laughs 
though a bit slow. Closed to a good 
hand after a comedy acrobatic 
dance. 

Weaver Brothers and Elviry were 
enjoyed throughout. Boys’ playing 
of various home made instruments 
started off nicely. Miss Elviry, sass- 
ing both the audience and the Wea- 
vers, thereafter held the spot. Trio 
then brought on the rest of the 
troupe. Arkansas gents and their 
lady folks, under billing of Home 
Folks. Men formed a hick band 
and gals trouped Arkansas Flora- 
dora song and dance. Whole turn 





mances to three. That business is 





Pathe Sound News. Char. 


bad in the downtown Brooklyn sec- 


scored excellently. 
F. N.’s “Painted Angel” feature, 


tion at this time as well as in New 


(Vaudfilm) 
Academy's booker went dance 
goofy for the first half of this week, 


jeither partly or all-dancing. All 
sorts of leg work, most of it in taps. 
Toe, acrobatic, high kick, eccentric, 
| prattfallion—dancing. Net much 
room for anything else, such as com- 
edy. 





Dancing finalists were the Pat 
Rooneéys, dancing plenty after five 
ipredecessors had hoofed their way 
on and off. Fortunately the Rooneys 
can follow anything but themselves 
;on 14th street. In this neighbor- 
|}hood Pat and crew are a hit before 
|the paint dries on the boards out- 
| Side, 

Fox’s policy of opening Academy 
ishows with full stage terp flashes 
is upheld currently by Ina Alcova 
and Co. (5), class flash that bears a 
standard name in vaude and rolls 


up a score wherever it plays. Sec- 
ond dance offering on this occasion 
arrived in the second act, namely 
Michel, youth who starts out like a 
straight single xylophonist and re- 
mains one until toward the end 
when his hoofing accompaniment 
lifts a xylo turn out of mediocrity. 
Then Michel, who appears to be in 
his ’teens, asks the patrons if they 
would like to meet his sister, brings 
her on whether they would like to 
meet her or not, and they double 
into an eccentric stepping finish. 
Four Carlton Bros. are, of course, 
dancers (New Acts). As are the 
majority of the six players in “Ship 
Ahoy,” for the most part. This is a 
turn that has been around in the 
smal time for quite a while. A net 
result of zero from attempted com- 


edy is likely to keep it there. With 
some talk to keep it going, the 
thought in “Ship Ahoy” could 


gather some attention. Most of the 
interest now gained is with a strip 
scene by the three girls and the 
performance of the stockier of the 
two brunets. She sings, dances and 
has a knowledge of laugh grabbing. 
The versatility of this girl should 
push her on, 

Bill’s first portion of comedy was 
the knockabout dancing and acro- 
batics of the tall and short Barto 
and Mann. Had no trouble next-to- 
closing. The Rooneys heard some 
large applause at start and finish 
and everything they did was heart- 
ily appreciated. 

Warners’ “Skin Deep,” feature. 
Outside of the Rooneys, no incentive 
on this bill for more than normal 
pre-Xmas business. Bige. 


GRAND O. H. 


(Vaudfilm) 

The old Grand was supposed to 
be a goner a long time ago as a 
pop-priced showshop, yet it keeps 
on with the mats holding up well 


and the nights reported jam-up. 
Saturday afternoon biz was not 
capacity, yet good. Welil-balanced 
show on a split-week basis. Fea- 
ture, “Young Nowheres” (FN). 


One -thing certain, they like 
plenty of comedy, and the Grand 
booker is giving them a generous 
-portion. Bill Saturday had more 
comedy than anything else, and the 
audience was more. appreciative 
than it has Been in months. 


The show ran as follows: Nathan 
Brothers and Judy, Monte and 
Lyons, Herbert Denton and Co., 
Coogan and Casey and Clifford 
Wayne and Co, 


Run on comedy started with the 
opening turn. Mainly acrobatic, the 
Nathans mixing hand balancing 
with ground tumbling. They work 
up some laughs with their awkward 
routine at the start, and also add 
some more comedy with burlesque 
adagio acrobatics. In straight rou- 
tine the younger displays some 
nifty ground work. Judy, a girl, 
solos with stepping. Monte and 
Lyons sang, musicked their own ac- 
companiment and exchanged wise- 
cracks a la wop. Did well. 


The Denton act is a satire on the 
prohibition gag. As presented in 
this section it caught the laughs 
early when the two traveling men 
sent the hotel bellboy out for some 
pre-war Scotch. Main situation 
worked up for a farcical finale when 
the liquor is tried out on the boy, 
and he pulls a collapse. After re- 
mainder of Scotch is poured down 
the sink the travelers find it’s only 
one of the boy’s regular fits. Effi- 
ciently done by the Denton Co. 
(four). 

Coogan and Casey stopped the 
show cold. This duo worked up a 
doctor phase of the shy man who 
was afraid of women to sustained 
laughter. Coogan also scored in 
an encore bit with song clowning. 


Closing was a “flash’’ and novelty 
for the neighborhood. The Sioux 
Indian turn of Clifford Wayne and 
Co. mixed up songs and dancing to 
effect. Much that is offered is of 
the usual type seen around, but as 
presented by the Indians gives tt a 
front. The youngster, Wayne, has 
plenty of talent and is a skillful 
hoofer. Rest of the outfit part of 
the family. 





All these acts have been working 
around for some time, Mark. 


Six acts on the bill and every one} 





Poland 


(Continued from page 2) 


“Bronx Express,” brought out un- 
jder the direction of Krasnowiecki, 
This theatre is conducted by Mrs. 
Marja Stronska, her first venture 
Judging from first nights, this is 
now the most fashionable theatre 
jin town, 

| Teatr Elizeum did “Mirla Efros,” 
| by J. Gordin, and played by a the- 
jatrical company from Lodz. Re- 
leently, one of the chief parts has 





j been taken by the Polish actress, 
|Siemaszkowa. Surprising that the 
Yiddish company could not succeed 
in this theatre for the Polish com- 
pany, playing Jewish pieces, rez- 
isters successfully. 


Mostly Matinees 
There is another theatre in War- 
;Saw, or, to be more correct, a the- 
|atrical company called 


| 


‘“Jaskolka” 


|\(A Swallow), under the manage- 
|}ment of Mrs. Halina Starska. At 
|; present they play at different the- 
;atres, and mostly afternoons. They 
intend to present national fairy 
tales from Poland and the Orient. 

They started with “Golden 


Dusk,’> a fairy tale from Kieleckie, 
(part of Poland) but soon changed 
to an appropriate revue, “At the 


Autumn the World Will Change.” 
Revues 

“Qui Pro Quo” has started the 
Season with the revue “Let I's 
Love Each Other.” Very clever as 
is usual with this theatre. Man- 
agement, Messrs. Majde and Boec- 
zkowski, have started their llth 
season. They are now playing a 
new revue, “Something Hangs in 


the Air,” good from every point. 
Morskie Oko now playing a new 
revue, “Whole Warsaw,” spectac- 
ular. Local revues borrow consid- 
erably from the foreign music hall, 


& practice not without its disad- 
vantages, 
A new revue theatre, Chochlik, 


is in existence. This is not situated 
in the most fashionable part of the 
town, but has a popular price draw. 


Other Shows 

Operetka Messal at first gave a 
mixed show, including  specialt 
numbers, but is doing “The Golden 
Dreams” by H. Hirsch, with the 
prima donna, Messal. Rather a 
pity that such a splendid artiste 
has to perform in such a small 
theatre, 

Operetka Reprezentacyjna, under 
its pretentious name (Representa- 
tive Operetta) has started its first 
program with “Princess Chicago.” 
Beautiful operetta, lavishly pro- 
duced, could not draw due to the 
absence of a good prima donna. 
Now playing operetta, “Only One 
Night,” and it looks as if they will 
have to close, 








Too Many Theatres 

There are already too many the- 
atres in town. There are two caSes 
as instances. One where the backer, 
son of a rich miller, did not pay 
off, and the other case where a 
hatmaker also left unpaid salaries, 

In both cases the Z. A. S. P. (the- 
atrical association), was blamed for 
not demanding a bigger security. 





Warsaw Traveling Theatre, new 
company for propaganda in the out- 


aided by the Department of Arts in 
the porn of Public Enlighten- 
ment. ‘ ; ’ 





In Lwow the municipal theatres 
are directed jointly by the Com- 
mittee of the Artists performing 
there as last year’s management 
has ceased to exist. 

Municipality is looking for some- 
body to direct the theatres. 





Karol Szymanowski has resigned 
as general manager of Warsaw 
Conservatory of Music. He has 
composed a very beautiful ballet 
“Harnasie,’ dealing -with the life 
of Polish Highlanders. Judging 
from the music, it is going to be 
difficult to produce, 





Municipal theatre in Cracow has 
new directors, Messrs. Trzcinski 
and Bujanski, and much better 
business. They have also arranged 
to have an experimental theatre in 
the same building. 

In the same town is avery suc- 
cessful theatre, “Gong,” under di- 
rector Jastrzebiec. 





In Wilno, Teatr Wielki and Teatr 
Miejski, municipal institutions, are 
jointly managed by Zelwerowicz 
and Rychlowski. 

Bydgoszcz, a small town, has a 
first class stock company whic 
also gives shows at the watering 
place, Ciechocinek. 





Lodz is going to have a popular 
stock company in the People's 
House. An innovation, for instead 
of regular actors, working men will 
take part. 





Recently produced, “Journey's 
End,” at Theatre Narodowy in War- 


saw, is a great success. Press 
unanimously praises it. Show was 
under the direction of Richard 


Ordynski, who saw it in New York. 

Summer theatre in Lazienki Park, 
known to everybody as the Grecian 
| Amphitheatre, is being refurnished. 
Appears that ballet productions will 
be done there, e 
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lying districts of Poland, is being- 
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MOULIN ROUGE 


(PARIS) 


Paris, Dec. 6. 

After numerous postponements, 
the ancient Paris music-hall opened 
tonight as a soundfilm house with 
Western Electric equipment, having 
its crew on the lot until zero hour. 
With doors scheduled to open at 
8:45, early ~‘sitors a quarter of an 
hour sooner saw the house staff 
still vacuuming the lobby. 

Pierre Foucret, in abandoning the 
ancient revue policy in favor of 


talkers, completely renovated the 
Moulin Rouge. Fox’s “Movietone 
Follies,” inaugural talker, was a 
poor selection. It is but a fair 
flicker for native consumption and, 
as for the French, even worse con- 
sidering the general strangeness of 
the backstage motif and the inter- 


mingling of the revue and story 
continuity. 

A still bigger error was not to 
benefit from Metro’s policy of 
truthful billing when the Made- 
leine-Cinema prominent, billed 
“Broadway Melody” as being a 
talker “en Anglaise.” Public here 
resents misinformation deeply. 
Even the French picture, “La Col- 
lier de la Reine” (The Queen's 
Necklace), with Marcelle Jefferson- 
Cohn starred, when originally billed 
as “the first French talker,” drew 
much adverse comment. Actually 
it’s merely a synchronized flicker 
with sounds and effects and some 
vocal interludes, little or no dialog 
—some talk sequences were later 
added—and it’s still being billed 
only as “sonore et chantant” (sound 
and singing) instead of “chantant 
et parlant” (Song and talk) as orig- 
inally. 

What happened the next two 
nights after the premiere has been 
reported by cable in “Variety.” 
Public resentment assumed riotous 
proportions necessitating official 
police interference both times, with 
Foucret issuing formal statements 
that the reason he did not debut 
with a French talker was because 
there was none. This fetched more 
panning with the opinion he might 
have been more discreet and said 
“none available at the moment.” 
very English. 
Contrast alone of Mischa Levitzki 
doing ‘a piano solo, Liszt’s “Rhap- 
sodie No. 6,” accounted for this 
Fox talking short stealing the show. 
In truth that was the smartest 
booking, although seemingly acci- 
dental, 


The shorts opened with Ran- 
dolph’s Royal Hawaiians and while 
they “got” the hula business along 
with the steel guitar work, for the 
rest it was applesauce, as was J. 
Harold Murray’s “Ranger Song” 
from “Rio Rita"; Gertrude Law- 
rence’s otherwise delightful, if not 
understandable, songalog; Con- 
stance Mering and Muriel Pollock's 
two-piano specialty which, for the 
same reason as Levitzki, was liked; 
Ninan Tarasova and a Russian 
choir and Fox Movietone News. 


This latter included a shot of 
the French journalists visiting Par- 
amount studios as Par'’s guests. 
This was greeted with some jeering 
by the sophisticated invitation 
audience which. seemingly was in- 
fluenced by Richard Pierre-Bodin's 
sarcastic comments in “Figaro.” ~ 


Being a polite and dressed-up 
audience, the feature was quietly if 
not favorably received, although in 
one sector of the house at least a 


“Variety” man (not the under- 
signed) stated he heard some 
whistling. 


Feature was poorly edited, titled 
and projected. Amplification was 
too forte and one came away with 
a headache, this of course the 
booth’s fault and readily correctible. 
The editing and titling made one 
wonder how one expected a non- 
English understanding auditor to 
follow the story with the meagre 
titles sandwiched in between the 
dialog. Unlike “Broadway Melody” 
and “Weary River,’ the _ titles 
weren’t duped onto the bottom of 
the film to coincide with the dialog. 
Some minutes of footage wouii be 
projected before an explanatory 
title was flashed and even a meagre 
French student could see how un- 
satisfactory that must have been 
for proper understanding. 

Fox defrayed the cost of a swanky 
souvenir program. House was 
manned (or womaned) by femme 
ushers in bizarre costumes, seem- 
ingly mildly instructed in the Par- 
amount manner against gratuities, 
but after a weak refusal they gave 
in and the same tipping for every- 
thing—general nuisance here, espe- 
cially with the blocking of aisles 

nd rows before a man can unbut- 
ton a heavy ulster to reach his suit 
—obtained. 

Following toniznt (Friday’s) pre- 
miere, the first regular perform- 
ance Saturday created a disturb- 
ance, resulting in the under-capacity 
audience of 1,500 ‘capacity 2,200) 
being dispersed following demands 
for refunds, and no sccuid night's 
performance. 

First regular matinee Sunday 
saw a hectic capacity mob; ditto 
at night, with even more vigorous 
remonstrances Sunday night. Fou- 
cret endeavored an obvious strategy 
by playing on the French rah-rah 
complex by first posting explana- 
tory signs that the taiking-singing- 

dance picture was American, with 
only English dialog, plus French 


titles; that it has come to his at- 
tention that rival foreign interests, 
piqued at being unable to purchase 
the theatre, were responsible for 
the disorders; and that as loyal 
Frenchmen they should not assist 
the foreigners in their ends. (In 
actuality, a rival native circuit is 
strongly alleged to have figured in 
these demonstrations, if inspired 
they were). Foucret further stated 
that four of his booth projection 
men had walked out cold on him, 
by innuendo possibly blaming them, 
stating he had anticipated this 
through having supplementary 
emergency booth-men in reserve. 
Antagonistic musicians, as in 
America, miffed at the inroads of 
the talkers on their profession, fig- 
ured also in the hubbub. 
Regardless, the Moulin Rouge will 
most likely revert to its original 
revue policy later this season. One 
deal is pending. 

House otherwise quite attractive 
if overly gaudy. Seats exception- 
ally comfortable according to na- 
tive interior standards. At least 
for opening night, the “strapped- 
ons” (supplementary folding seats 
on the aisles) were welcomely ab- 
sent. 


House located in heart of Mont- 
martre on the Boulevard de Clichy, 
great for revue, but doubtful for 
talkers, especially along the de luxe 
standards of the grand boulevard 
cinemas. Here a tougher bunch of 
natives congregates and they want 
something they can comprehend; if 
not they'll evidence displeasure 
aplenty. It’s the same mob that 
booed off Tiffany’s “New Orleans” 
at the nearby Clichy Palace, pro- 
testing audibly “enough of Eng- 
lish,” in the same manner they 
made themselves felt at this hoaise. 

Abel. 


PARAMOUNT 


(“White Caps”—Unit) 
New York, Dec. 20. 

Paramount’s holiday gift to its 
patrons is Paul Ash. Jazz maestro 
understood to be in for two weeks 
only, awaiting Rudy Vallee’s re- 
turn. First time Ash is back in 
harness since dropping out from 
Publix as a stage factor several 
months ago. Either he’s still un- 
der contract or has an agreement 
of some sort, as Par has been using 
the titian batonist for radio and 
picture work. 


More important is Louis McDer- 
mott’s debut as a stager in New 
York picture houses. McDermott, 
with B. & K. in Chicago a number 
of years, hits off big with his first 
production. “White Caps” is a 
sound, safe and sane bit of enter- 
tainment that will sweeten the 
Publix route if kept intact. With 
or without Ash this unit clicks. 


Carrying a book idea, unit shapes 
up to all measurements in typical 
musical comedy style, retaining 
continuity exceptionally well. Books 
in presentations have not proven 
successful in the past. This one is 
an exception. For variety talent 
there is Bobby Pincus, hot-footed 
hoofer and clown; Monroe and 
Grant, vaude risley team; Bill and 
Harriette Hutchins, crack comedy 
song and dance pair; Varsity Four, 
harmonists; Pauline Gaskins, pulch- 
ritudinous specialty dancer, and the 
Fred Evans mixed chorus. en- 
semble. 


Band in pit for opening, with 
Ash making entrance before back- 
ground of peopled stage, inclusive 
of chorus in nautical attire and 
specialty performers. Notable that 
Ash is now working to the back, a 
feature unusual for him. Also 
when on stage with an act he is 
quite retiring. The Hutchins pair 
are left alone entirely for their spe- 
cialty and click handsomely. Girl 
is the mainstay and looks like a 
comer for big things. Her comedy 


antics, “drunk” bit particularly, 
have a refreshing twang. ‘Sailor's 
Hornpipe” reel dovetails neatly 


around the couple, with Miss Gas- 
kins, a cameo type, joining in with 
good dancing, but should let vocal 
work alone. Her looks and legs are 
plenty. 

Ash and Pincus do the same bit 
the latter formerly used with Ted 
Healy in a production. It’s sure- 
fire for laughs; Pincus, a natural 
mug, working pratt-falls around 
the “Nellie” song. No slouch with 
his rubbery limbs. Band returns to 
stage on battleshfp rigout, color- 
fully designed. Here Miss Mutchins 
scores again leading a gob number. 
Ash goes into action for the first 
and only time, swinging the band 
through a hot medley. Monroe and 
Grant pick up tempo, landing solid- 
ly with risley tumbling accentuated 
by comedy. 

All hands on deck for finale, with 
illuminated megaphones for wind- 
up around bizarre atmosphere. It’s 
a finale with punch. 


Jesse Crawford's organ concert is 
a Yuletide message contrasting with 
religious and pop refrains. Craw- 
ford’s poetic expression on the con- 
sole is nifty. 

More Xmas _ stuff on screen. 
Greetings from over the world 
flashes stock shots of foreign coun- 
tries with accompanying sound. 
Par sound newsreel carries five 
shots of average interest, with 
“The Kibitzer” (Par) the feature. 





Span. 
\; 


|reindeer costume opening. 


Chicago, Dec. 20. 

Very much class in the stage 
show as the first move to pull this 
house out of a mysterious slump. 
The entire B. & K. executive staff 
sat in at the first show to observe 
reactions. 

There was no great zest, no 
crossfire and none of the usual 
Oriental stage hilarity. But when 
a show can carry with eclat and 
dignity with the standout La Belle 
Polla, the musical and terpsicho- 
rean monkey, there is tone to it. 

Staging of this “Land of Make 


| Believe,” a local production by Will 


J. Harris, centers on the expected 


Christmas motif, done against 
igloos and northern lights. 
Tiresome regularity of the 12 


Bourman girls in their one-two kick 
and reverse was relieved by a clever 
Every- 
thing is white and silver through- 
out. 

Diminutive Bert Faye with his 
huge shoes toppled them and en- 
cored with a snowshoe glide. After 
which Lou Kosloff and his bands- 
men essayed a travesty on wooden 
soldiers and landed with a sweet 
number as a finish, eight doubling 
on guitars. 

Then a swift bit of comedy by 
four of the eight members of the 
Lomas troupe, carried by a prop 
two-man horse, and breaking with- 
out being overfed into a crafty 
stage number by the ballet, six 
girls as Eskimos and six as polar 
bears. 

Winter motif was broken for La 
Belle Polla, but unnoticed in the 
great returns for this monkey. 

Eight Lomas troupers injected 
Mardi Gras spirit with their cos- 
tumed stilt work, the ballet then 
closing with a bell dance. Show ran 
40 minutes. 

Koslofft’s work as m. c. at the 
first show was hardly up to stand- 
ard. Two choice bits by Lorraine 
Tumler, prima donna, 
close the presentation. 

Preston Sellers, organist, remains 
the big favorite at this house. He 
had the entire house warmly sing- 
ing a program of Yuletide songs. 

“Footlights and Fools” (FN); an 
Xmas short (Par), series of stills 
with sound accompaniment; Fox 
Movietone, and a Techni short, 
“Dance of the Paper Dolls” (WB), 
on the screen. 

Business just fair. 


- STANLEY 


(Presentation) 
Pittsburgh, Dec. 20. 

Publix units, coming in January 3, 
will help this house immeasureably 
although Al Kaye has been making 
a creditable showing under dif- 
ficulties. Presentations are usually 
set well and show more than a little 
thought, but it has become increas- 
ingly difficult to find the right kind 
of acts not already tied up by a 
circuit able to offer more than just 
a few weeks. 

This week they’ve labled Dick 
Powell's show “Season's Greetings,” 
and a group of kids walk away with 
the show. As an afterthought, 
Mamie Barth, local dance  in- 
structor, brought in about 10 young- 
sters ranging in ages from 6 to 10 
for “Xmas Kiddies Follies.” Tots 
clean up like no pro in this house 
in months. Mites do everything— 
ballet, toe, tap, acrobatic, and merit 
everything they get. 

Up until the time the youngsters 
go on things are not so forte, but 
they alibi everything. Darling 
Twins open after chorus routine 
with singing and dancing too ste- 
reotyped for anything but ordinary 
returns. Novelty act next, with a 
couple of Nelson's cats boxing in 
ring and probably oke for kids 
who'll be show-shopping during 
vacation. Dick Powell, m.c., for- 
tunately goes back to his meg and 
mops up with his pash crooning, 
working into three or four encores. 
Elmer Cleve next, garbed in Scot 
outfit, gags and hoke playing of 
xylophone get across. This fellow 
has improved immeasurabiy since 
caught, a couple of years ago. Kids 
followed him with the wow finish. 

Picture “Pointed Heels” (Par.), 
Dave Broudy’s overture and Ber- 
nie Armstrong’s organologue round 
out program. Biz first show Friday 
afternoon trifle short of capacity 
downstairs. Cohen. 


Loop. 


ROXY 


(Presentation) 
New York, Dec, 20. 

Roxy’s holiday production out- 
distances anything yet tried in the 
picture houses in the way of Xmas 
bills. The cathedral this week is 
the grand opera house of presenta- 
tions. 

Sad dramatics and lollipop love 
stuff in “Christina” (Fox), feature, 
are out of line with the stage sec- 
tion, but the net results are all to 
the good, thanks to the latter. 

In “Babes in the Wood,” main 
presentation, there is 100 per cent 
value for both kids and adults. 
Fairy (the pure kind) business, 
witches and gingerbread houses are 
mixed with talent. It’s in seven 
scenes and spins a story outlined 
in a program note. Beauty in set- 
tings, dressing and staging is mixed 
with the usual Roxy brand of voice 
and leg work. A “one” interlude 





features the Novello Bros., vaude 


i standards, mopping before q picture! rounded out. 
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stood out prominently. 

Patricia Bowman, the Roxy’s 
stock danseuse, plenty premiere, 
with the feathery puppies and 
graceful gestures, and Leonide Mas- 
sine, her classical terp partner, 
fronted in another stage gem, 
“Wedding of the Painted Dolls,” a 
repeat. Programmed as by request. 
Leonide still getting away with 
those silk skin-tight panties be- 
sause he’s such a hoofer. 

Brief pit overture by the sym- 
phony, playing an arrangement by 
Maurice Baron of Yuletide tunes, 
slid the bill onto the stage. Viola 
Philo, Harold Van Duzee and Wil- 
lie Robyn, all members of the club, 
soloed, dueted and trioed in front 
of the Roxy singing chorus. Back 
drop used for the English carol 
warbling was transparent, a lighted 
rear disclosing a pose of the Na- 
tivity. 

Show running longer than ordi- 
narily this. week. “Babes in the 
Wood” alone accounted for 39 min- 
utes. Nothing in the length or 
contents to drive anyone out, 

“Christina” is playing here with a 
17-minute dialog finish after an all- 
dumb run ($2) at the Gaiety about 
seven months ago. 

Roxy's Xmas show is worth any- 
body’s buck. Bige. 


EMBASSY 


(Newsreel) 
New York, Dec, 23. 

Only five of the approximate 27 
clips in the Embassy’s program 
this week can be legitimately 
classified as news; at that, none too 
hot and mostly routine. Highlight 
is coupling Daddy and Peaches 
Browning for laughs. 


Wet night may have been re- 
sponsible, but house for first Mon- 
day in weeks had no rows of 
standees. 


Of the clips 15 were counted for 
Hearst and 11 for Fox. 


Shooting a lot of footage on one 
subject and releasing it in weekly 
sequences as new stuff is evi- 
dencing itself in programs of the 
past month. 


Liquor distilleries, desert bathing 
pools, horse racing, Hawaiian golf 
and shots backstage are getting a 
routine sameness in the Embassy. 
They’re all in the clips again this 
week. Daddy Browning as Santa 
Claus. wasn't half as hilarious as 
the unintentionally clever 
“Peaches.” Maybe she didn’t know 
that her talk on long skirts was to 
be hooked into Daddy's doll passing 
act among much younger girlies. 
But her cracks about freedom of 
movement, dignity of American 
womanhood, etc., in long skirts, 
plus a hitherto unexhibited attempt 
at ritziness, got the big blonde a 
scorching razzberry. 


News shots, excepting English 
shipwreck, all formal and colorless. 
Japanese statesmen réceived in 
Washington; Senate argument on 
World Court; two sets of carol 
singers and some more Claus 
among the kiddies at Knicker- 
bocker hospital; Grundy taking 
Vare’s seat in Senate. 

Swimming cats in Australia, 
monkeys in the San Antonio zoo, 
Chinese newspaper in San Fran- 
cisco and Health Commissioner 
talking on coughs were among the 
library offerings. Waly. 


NEW SAVOY 


New York, Dec. 23. 

One of the few straight film 
houses that does a hetter matinee 
business than after twilight. Mati- 
nees here take in the moring also, 
as the doors are opened daily at 
8:30 a. m., with a continuous grind 
until midnight, 


It’s not the running time alone, 
though, that gives the house a bet- 
ter play during daylight. Reason is 
that it’s located right off Herald 
Square, in the heart of the shop- 
ping district. A great draw during 
business hours. What, with the 
thousands of shoppers passing its 
portals daily and the inviting sign 
of 25 cents until six o'clock, it’s a 
Sure magnet. House is not forced 
to and does not rely on the features 
as the means of attraction. Fea- 
tures here are of the fourth and 
fifth-run category, and change daily. 
The spot is simply the haven of 
many tired shoppers. 

Purely a nomadic audience, in 
once, and barely ever seen again. 
For that reason there is no neces- 
sity of building up a neighborhood 
draw, although there may be some 
repeaters. Only families located 
near this site are those west of 
Kighth avenue, and they are not 
numerous enough to rely upon. 

One of Walter Reade’s houses. 
Small, neat, homey and, once in- 
side, inviting. Program consists of 
a feature, a few shorts and a sound 
newsreel. Everything is in sound 
and, since the house is compact, the 
acoustics are good. Night this 
hous@ was caught the feature was 


“Unholy Night” (M-G), short of 
George Dewey Washington, and 


“Forget-Me-Not,” a Fox Christmas 
short released last year, and re- 
issued at this time because it is 
apropos. Pathe Sound News 





= aa - === 
mob with their whistling in bird 
ORIENTAL suits, and later in the finale with CAPITOL 
(Presentation) the acrobatics while fiddling. They i (Presentation) 


New York, Dec. 20. 

For Christmas the Capitol’s stage 
show features Lou Holtz, which may 
be listed in the file compartment 
marked “Theatrical License.” 

Mr. Holtz, as most people know 
by now, speaks with Hebe dialect 
and stretches a short gag into sey. 
eral minutes of quite funny elucida. 
tion. He also rhymes to the tune of 
“Sole Mio,” plunking discordantly at 
a guitar the while. People giving 
imitations of Holtz usually drag out 
a guitar and yell, “O So La Mi!” 
and everybody guesses right away, 

At the Capitol tor the first time, 
Holtz was doing very well Friday, 
The better he does, the longer his 
stories become, They were that way 
here. His rhymed gags were blue 
in spots, but all clicked. 

“Laceland,” staged by Arthur 
Knorr under supervision of Louis 
K. Sidney, is the presentation, 
Scenically and in theme it makes 
nice holiday festivity. Ballet of 24 
appears first in ancient costume, 
including a large cylindrical head- 
dress. After a song about time 
changing things, girls strip to black 
and white shorts and tear into a 
jazz routine. Headdress turns out 
to be a megaphone for yodeling a 
pop as they strut. 

Pearl Twins, mild dance team 
with song introduction, followed in 
“one” and made suitable specialty 
filler. Appearance fine,» but ability 
needs developing. Douglas Stan- 
bury next in “three” with a dra- 
matic ballad, and sent it over. Used 
back drop of street scene, with 
ladies of the night parading past 
him. 

Holtz was in “one” for his inter- 
val. He brought out a large-headed 
stooge for comic delivery of “Sing- 
ing in the Rain.” Went big, as did 
the entire Holtz routine. 

Scenic flash followed, with full 
stage devoted to filmy drapings and 
huge standup doilies of lace. Beau- 
tifully lighted, including a snow il- 
lusion. After a slow but pleasing 
ballet routine by the chorus, Do- 
lores, Eddy and Douglas, adagio. 
trio, socked home the presentation’s 
biggest punch. These trios become 
more numerous daily, but the lead- 
ing exponents are creating plenty of 
thrills with exceptionally daring 
feats. This act starts with a swan 
dive from a high platform by the 
girl into the arms of one of the men, 
and increases the pace from there. 
Girl is tossed all over the stage and 
bent into loops for swing-arounds 
and rope-tossing effect. Rough han- 
dling and unusual distance in the 
tosses make this trio prominent. 

Finale had the entire company in 
build-up display. 

Yasha Bunchuk directed the pit 
orchestra in “Spirit of Christmas,” 
blending of “Wedding of the Painted 
Dolls” with Christmas hymns. Not 
at all out of taste as handled. 

Besides the feature, “The Myste- 
‘rious Isiand” (M-G), was a Metro- 
tone newsreel mostly of magazine 
clips. Feature lasted 95 minutes, 
and full show ran almost three 
hours. 

House comfortably occupied Fri- 
day afternoon. Bang. 


FOX 


(Presentation) 
Brooklyn, Dec. 21. 

Good layout for current week 
with Rube Wolf getting over nicely 
as m. c., Will Osborne, radio 
crooner, clicking for his third and 
getaway week. ° 

Wolf is making initial eastern ap- 
pearance and his debut impressed. 

Both names are flanked by a nifty 
Fanchon and Marco idea, “Jazz 
Buccaneers,” projecting a chorus of 
24 dancing lookers. 

Wolf makes himself right at 
home at the go-off and keeps them 
tickled throughout doubling 48 
wisecrack enunciator and baton 
wielder. 

Osborne spotted his rep of croon 
songs early. All numbers are 
crooned into a mike and amplified 
for the auditors. He has been & 
big favorite over here and still is, 
judging from reception and returns 
Saturday afternoon. 

“Jazz Buccaneers” spots next 
with mob aboard a_ picturesque 
pirate ship, girls being brought on 
for pirate dance. Wolf goes in for 
more clowning and introduced 
Charles Brezac, comedy musicialy 
who spotted a nifty specialty. 

The girls are brought back for 
dagger and sword routine top 
with an acrobatic dance by unbill 
blond stepper. . 

Helen Warner, robust singing 
comedienne, followed and planted @ 
couple of vocals for top returns. 
Irving and Romaine followed with 
an adagio with chorus built up and 
on later for a colorful and effective 
finale. 

Good entertainment all the way 
through and plenty of color 4s has 
been synonymous of the Fanchon 
and Marco productions. 

“A Song of Kentucky” (Fox) 
screen feature. Edba. 


LOEW’S STATE 


(“Desert” Idea) 
Los Angeles, Dec. 29. 
Loew's State is celebrating 
Christmas with « strong show; 
Pathe’s “This Thing Called Love 
and a stage show running 44 min- 
utes. Fanchon and Marco idea is 
(Continued on page 41) 
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RICHARD BENNETT and Co. (3) 
“A Box of Cigars” (Sketch) 

23 Mins.; Full 

Palace (St. V) 

Awful. Author, L. K. Devendorf, 
{is much less at fault than the stager, 
William E. Morris, and the four- 
person cast, including Bennett, Mor- 
ris, John Burkell and Angela Ben- 


nett. 

All about English Eddie, a cuta- 
way-wearing gem thief who outwiits 
the bulls. Bennett, centre stage and 
elaborately elegant, is pompous 


- yather than suave, and his support 


would have difficulty passing mus- 

ter at the Star theatre, Pawtucket. 

Little excuse for a thing like this. 
Land. 


SIDNEY’S FROLICKERS (19) 
Orchestra Flash , 
33 Mins.; One and Full (Special) 
Met, Brookiyn (V-P) 

With running time pared a little, 
Jack Sidney’s new production with 
nine specialty. people should shape 
as thoroughly suitable material. 
Sidney, former m.c., has a band of 
nine pieces and a collection of spe- 
cialty artists who, with himself, 
provide a varied, rather novel and 
almost always entertaining program 
of stuff. 

Act opens before a drop of stage 
entrance in “one” with the specialty 
people going into the theatre and 
Sidney following, getting a note 
telling him m.c.’s are through and 
he’s the first to go. This idea car- 
ried out in a small way later, a 
“red hand” warning him every time 
he goes m.c.ing. 

Specialty teams and singles in- 
clude Corinne and Antoinette, per- 
sonable sister team, who work in 
unison and well, doing two num- 
bers; Irving and Fisher, mixed 
twain of dancers, in comedy rou- 
tines and but fair; Catherine Lewis, 
contralto, two numbers, and who 
could advantageously replace “Kiss 
Me Again”; Lascelles’ Brothers, 
contributing a very surefire bur- 
lesqued adagio; Bobbie London, ex- 
cellent in fast acrobatics including 
walking on mitts and headstands, 
and Freddie Byron, eccentric 
dancer, who includes acrobatics and 
novelty bits In his routine. 

All in all, the nine specialty art- 
ists are a fairly able crew, but some 
of their stuff could be reduced to 
whittle down the running time. 
Opening, while novel, could have a 
couple minutes chopped off, also, 
but the train effect finish building 
up “Going Home Blues,” Sidney 
himself singing the number backed 
by his colleagues doubling as a 
chorus, shouldn’t be touched at all. 

Band number as an impression of 
the Dempsey-Tunney Chicago fight 
now old stuff and done by bands 
before, but the patrons here went 
for it favorably, 

Sidney’s turn closed four-act bill 
here on a Saturday and got over 
well, with a small audience. 

. Char. 





Four CARLTON Bros. 
Dancing 

10 Mins.; One 
Academy (V-P) 

The Carlton youths, probably from 
picture houses, have four good sets 
of dancing feet and a pretty good 
idea of a dancing turn.in “one.” 
Apparently at present they have a 
lot to learn about routining that 
type of vaude act. This one needs 
staging and work, and deserves 
both. 

Boys repeat themselves too often 
and burden their best moments with 
superfluous efforts which don’t be- 
long. The Rudy Vallee bit is all 
wrong; too smart without being 
funny, and should come out pronto. 
Chair dance number could stand 
shortening. Some tightening up 
between each item, and no bowing, 
stalling or waiting for applause in 
the lulls, would be the best routine 
for the Carltons to hit upon. 

Open in outfits and with a_style 
that recalls the Ritz Bros. Bige. 


BRONSON and GARDNER 
Comedy skit 
14 Mins.; One (Special) 
Jefferson (V-P) 

What starts like a dud turns out 
to be a surefire little comedy skit, 


with both Bronson and Gardner im-- 


proving as they go along. Their 
material also improves as the act 
chops off minutes, and the crying 
bit about the middle that develops 
the girl into an annoying question- 
asker gets it under way as a hit. 
While this act done by mixed pair 
of youngsters is far from the 
Strongest the Jeff has ever had in 
next to closing, it is by no means a 
flop in that spot. The eccentric 
dance and_ special song double 
topped by another dance at the fin- 
ish and nicely in toto despite faults. 
Special house drop with practical 
entrance used. Char. 


VAN LANE and VERONICA 
Sand Artist, Songs 

9 Mins.; Three 

68th St. (V-P) 

Man artist and woman singer not 
niched in “Variety” files. Using 
two oblong frames about four feet 
by three centered on stage, he 
sketches three successive scenes 
with colored sand while his partner 
yodels trio of tunes—one for each 
scene. Old time stuff, but still good 
novelty. Right spot is opener. 

Technically act can stand one im- 
provement. Singer should cut 


oe closing song to softer bal- 


| JACK and KAY SPANGLER and 











NEW ACTS 
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Co. (2) 
Song and Dance Skit 
16 Mins.; Full Stage (Special) 
Lincoln Sq. (V-P) 

A skit idea, but knitted together 
to show off dancing expertness of 
the Spanglers and a male duo of 
comedy hand balancers in hoke rou- 
tine. Talk throughout not so much; 
act carried by the aforementioned 
specialties. 

A hotel lobby is shown with Jack 
Spangler the fly clerk. Miss Span- 
gler enters and asks for room. 
Usual crossfire between the two and | 
a line of gagging with the use of 
telephone, 





Company has three men who 
double as guests before appearing | 
for specialties. A red-headed, | 


stocky chap did some fast hoofing | 
a la Russian; not bad. Other men 
give an amusing impression of how 
expert hand balancers would 
rough-house a routine awkwardly. 
It’s not a new idea but this pair do 
it cleverly. 

Miss Spangler has several dancing 
solos, graceful and_ skillful. A} 
corking high-kicker, front and back. 

Jack Spangler sings a little and 
also is nimble on his feet. He flits 
in and out like a musical juv and 
does his best to keep the hotel idea | 
buzzing. 

At the Lincoln Square the act 

made good. ark, 


| 
| 
SIR CECIL ALEXANDER 
Tramp Comedy 
10 Mins.; One 

Jefferson (V-P) 

Tramp comedian on the type of 
Joe Jackson, with material (talk and 
songs), that gets across well enough 
to pass act for the better class the- 
atre. 

Sir Cecft Alexander opens with a 
monolog, goes into a medley parody 
and closes by reading telegrams to 
the audience. The material for the 
close packs a couple of laughs, but 
is weaker than what precedes, and 
if worked into routine somewhere 
earlier should have the tendency to 
strengthen Alexander’s act. Song 
matter is ideal for the close. 

Over moderately well here, play- 
ing fourth on a seven-act bill. 

Char. 


REVELS OF 1930 (8) 
Dancing and Singing 

18 Mins.; Full (Special) 
Jefferson (V-P) 

A weak dance flash burdened with 
an anchor of a weaker attempt at 
warbling. Jimmie Verdi, only male 
in the turn, featured with Dolly 
Kobock, who couldn’t be identified. 

Girls are good lookers but way 
off on the hoofing. Mainly work 
with five as the chorus and two do- 
ing specialties. Numerous costume 
changes, 

Jimmie Verdi is subordinated 
among all the femmes. On inter- 
mittently for vocal and legmania, 
mainly. the latter. Tall blonde 
femme just lukewarm in dance spe- 
cialties. Outstanding performer of 
the troupe was a diminutive acro- 
batic brunette. 

Act badly framed on the whole 
and lacks substance. 





ADOLPHE, GLADYS and EDDIE 
Adagio 

8 Mins.; Three and Full (Special) 
Hamilton (V-P) 

Two men and a girl, one of the 
men limited to single dancing. 
Nothing new—nothing novel, except 
that the single bangs out a dance 
tune to the clapping of a couple of 
soup spoons instead of castanets. 
Pop opener is best bet, as here. 

This act might churn its way into 
rating class by acquiring showman- 
ly rhythm in presenting numbers 
and consequent speeding up which 
is the basic essential of any turn, 
especially a dance act, 

Act rhythm is co-operative tempo 
contact between participants, send- 
ing the actors into their cues auto- 
matically and giving consequent 
polish. 

This act hasn’t got it. 


5 DANUBES 
Trampoline 

6 Mins.; Three (Special) 
Riverside (St. V.) 

While Five Danubes (four men, 
one woman) include in their routine 
of conventional trampoline casting 
stunts some that are satisfactory for 
house above the small time rating, 
the act plays slowly, having some 
bad waits, and is without the looks. 
The men could profit considerably 
by a little make-up, their beards 
even showing up when caught. 

Act a little circusy, but unlike 
most from the sawdust rings doesn’t 
glut audiences with bows. 

Best stunt and closing an over- 
throw and catch. Girl gets tossed 
about once. 

Opened seven-act bill here. 

Char. 


BERTRAM and RALSTON (2) 
Talk and Songs aie 
17 Mins.; One and Three (Specia!) | 
Englewood (V-P), Chicago | 

Straight femme and comedy-dia- | 
lect man in a generally weak turn, 
meant only for the lenient trade. 
Gags not. so funny, and several | 
blues will be cut. 

Trouble with this team in clown- | 
ing is that once they grab a gag 
they drag it out for long minutes. 
If they delivered the punch-line 
and then let the matter drop, they d | 
get better results. 








fitted the act. 


F. and M. “SPEED” Idea (24) 


27 Mins. 
Academy (V-P) 

Fanchon and Marco’s “Speed” 
Idea derives its title from the grey- 
hounds used in jumps at the open- 
ing and on a treadmill at the finale. 
In between “Speed” is never ex- 
traordinarily fast, at times slow 
enough to suggest that preceding 
F. and M. units in the east have 
been more deserving of the title. 

Hardly possible for any 27-minute 
turn of this sort to be actually slug- 


| gish, with all of the youthful talent 


in it to maintain a pace. It’s the 
youth and the talent which keeps 
“Speed’s” head out of the resin. 
Full-stage set, in which the turn 
opens suggests nearly 
race track. Center section of the 
back piece appeared to be a stage 
bandstand with no band on it. 
Probably away from the Academy, 
where the musicians stay in the pit, 
this is a stage band show. 


of greyhounds guided by a man take | 


the big jump, the last leap the highs 
est, and sending the action to “one” 
and a time step routine by the 12- 


| girl line. 


Return to full brings on a sing- 
ing quartet, doing three numbers. 
Four boys are unbilled, but remem- 
bered from the picture houses. 


| Dancing line is back again for the 


next, a novelty having six pairs of 
two girls attached in three-legged 
red pants. This is the production 
number of the unit, in routine and 
idea, and stands out as the produ- 
cers’ best contribution. Cute and 
small girl in blue rompers follows in 
a brief tap dance. 

Slowest moments are then insert- 
ed by an acrobatic pair who do 
legitimate lifting only, but mix it 
with comedy attempted through 
“accidental” falling of coins and 
other objects from pockets of the 
topmounter. Work down close on 
the apron and look rather over- 
dressed in golf suits. But remember 
the pockets. In any other spot a 
pleasing and _ different acrobatic 
item, but not in line here with the 
try for “Speed.” 

Quartet of colored hoofers start 
out surprisingly slow in a unison 
routine and then pick up a gait in 
individual hock and fancy stepping. 
ending with all on for tumbling. 
Entrance of the girls in becoming 
white shorts accompanies raising of 
the rear curtain, revealing three 
greyhounds on an elevated tread- 
mill. 

This one will satisfy a not too 
particular appetite, but won’t excite 
the interest other F. and M. Ideas 
have in this section. Bige. 


JULES ALBERTI and Co. (16) 
Band, Songs and Dances 

22 Mins.; Three 

Englewood (V-P), Chicago 

Band of 10 pieces, assisted by a 
mixed vocal trio and a colored song 
and dance team, with Alberti man- 
aging as m. c. and soloist, in act 
that will go over only in the family 
houses, 

This Alberti outfit has been sup- 
plying the dance music at Coli- 
simo’s and it remains a dance or- 
ganization on the stage. Not an 
especially good band to listen to, 
since the boys present ordinary pop 
stuff in an ordinary manner, with 
nothing attempted to make it stand 
out. 

Billy Barry and the Listrom Sis- 
ters make up the song trio that 
holds the ace spot for audience ap- 
peal; managing a couple of vocal 
numbers that got the turn’s best 
results. 

The colored boy who sang and 


danced with Ethel Waters in “On 
With the Show” repeats his bit 
here. Over big anywhere, espe- 


cially with his strut stuff. Colored 
femme has an awkward hoofing bit 
which is hopeless and should be 
cut. 


Four FLASHES 
Dancing 

11 Mins.; One and Full 
86th St. (V-P) 

Straight hoofing by mixea *ouples, 
rating in the featherweight class. 
Ultra-collegiate opening, plus youth- 
ful and neat appearances gives this 
turn a sappy start, but rest is me- 
diocre. Not strong enough for big 
houses. 

Accentuated collegiate style is 
aptly put over, with light comedy 
antics and good treadmill flash. 
Then boys double up on ordinary 
precision taps and buck, while girls 
do acrobatic and more buck. Finish 
is tame affair of military routine; 


just nice. 
Went tepidly closing the show 
here, Span. 


/CLARK and SMITH 


Songs and Piano 
10 Mins.: One 
Lincoln Sq. (V-P) 

Male duo who in appearance look 
like well trained song pluggers. 
Good pop act. Played deuce on five- 
act bill at this please-easy and 
knocked ’em for encore. 

Turn gets faint comedy kickoff 
from excess weight of the standup 
singer. Attempts to inject the 
weight angle into turn persistently 
becomes boresome. 

Singing mild but harmonious; 
piano playing fair. Pair deserve 
credit for knowing how to pull au- 
dience songs. Finish has fat boy 
doing a couple of flip-flops and even 
standing on his nut, 


LOEW’S STATE 


(Continued from page 40) 


augmented by the Meglin Wonder 
Kiddies as a holiday feature, | 

The F. & M. “Desert” idea is cut 
down to 22 minutes this week on 
account of the supplementary kid 
revue. Ed and Morton Beck are 
out, but rejoin the unit next week 
at San Diego. 

Emphasis of the “Desert” idea is 
all on the Carla Torney girls in 
four well-disciplined unison num- 





enough a} 


} 


A class | 


| 


| 


bers. Setting has a massive three- 
tier Indian cliff-dwelling at upper 
right, with the girls emerging 
wrapped in blankets. Shed the 


blankets and come down the lad- 
ders with tableaux pauses for the 
opening line-up. 

During the preliminaries Manuel 
Lopez in Mexican costume delivers 
a solo to blond Muriel Stryker. 
Lopez has another song leading into 
the finale, at which time 
Stryker does a strip dance with a 
large scarf. 

The house band in cowboy get- 
up works under the shadow of the 
cliff house. 

Cropley and Violet, rope-spinning 
western adagio team, is attractive 


in dress and poseures, but has 
nothing exciting in rope technique. 

Middle number is a pueblo rain 
incantation, the girls socking 
rhythm with rattles during the 


symbolic growth of two stalks of 
corn. Then into a dance in which 
brightly plumed headdresses of the 
girls are waved effectively in 
maneuvres, 

Three kid tappers and a couple 
of kids singing a pash number go 
in next in place of the Beck spe- 
cialty. Tiny comedienne carries the 
vocal stuff and encores with 
Georgie Stoll for partner; very cute 
and clicks. 

Carla Torney’s dancers come out 
in glimmering golden ankle skirts, 
brassieres and wide-brimmed hats 
tinkling with little bells, for a 
unison eye-ful. After the strip solo 
these smartly trained girls line up 
again minus the hats for a hectic 
finale with volcanic light effects on 
the rear drop. 

The “Wonder Kiddies” are better 
than the title sounds. Their num- 
bers keep to one, two and three 
minutes, taking. the curse off the 
plethora of baby cuteness. 


STANLEY 


New York, Dec. 19. 

The last on Broadway and one of 
the last run houses in the country to 
go sound. But what a difference 
talk has made in the clientele! 

Famous even outside New York 
as a sleeper spot, not a head was 
nodding during the current program, 
all dialog, from two shorts to the 
U feature, “One Hysterical Night.” 

Probably in few former sleep 
havens has wiring made such a 
change in the patrons. Those of the 
old faces that used to close and 
snore until the colored boy had to 
resort to sole whacking, were 
bright and alert. A lot of new folk, 
better dressed and spoken, were in 
evidence throughout the house. 

They’ve taken down the all two- 
bits sign that for years dangled 
across the sidewalk and have re- 
placed it with a new paint job 
eulogizing the talk. At the same 
time they've slipped another dime 
on the tax. George Terhune, who 
has managed the theatre for the 
past three years, reports receipts 
have jumped up about 30% since 
RCA finished the installation job 
last October. Increased overhead 
naturally eats into this. 

Contrary to the impression de- 
rived from the name, the house is 
independently operated by William 
Penn Amusements. That outfit is 
holding on to it. The 644 seats cost 
an average yearly rental of $100,000, 
but the Stanley has always been a 
gold mine. 

Sound just gives the projectionist 
a little more bother and worry. 

Waly. 


PARADISE 


(“Toytown”- Unit) 
Bronx,Dec. 21. 
Piling ’em in and standing ’em up. 
That's literally what this Loew pic- 
ture-presentation house is doing to 
the patronage. Week-ends here 
have crowds as large as those of 
the Broadway houses, This is the 











as though it |} Got over o. k. when seen. 


ouly presentation house in the Bronx 
and is regarded as the ace house of 
that district. Feature films are sec- 
ond runs, usually played concur- 
rently with .Loew’s State. Units 
play here direct from the Capitol. 
House, which was opened but a few 
months ago, is built on a lavish 
scale with the ceiling resembling an 





GOLD and RAYE 
Dancing 
6 Mins.; One 
Jefferson (V-P) 

Fast dancing act without any- 


| thing to relieve the straight hoofing, 
(but with running time down o. k. 


for the average No, 2 spot in vaud- 
film houses such as the Jeff. This 
was position assigned here. 
Opening with a soft-shoe dance, 
boys go into a number to the tune 
of “Wedding of the Painted Doll” 
and without any wait dive into the 
third, alternating with singles. 


Char. 





evening sky. Twinkling stars and 
clouds rolling by. Around the upper 
sides of the walls is Roman statu- 
ary. 

Neighborhood patronage is much 
easlier to satisfy and more lenient 
with the entertainment than that of 
the main stem cathedrals. “Toy- 
town” unit, staged and devised by 
Chester Hale, is exactly the same as 
at the Capitol last week, with per- 
sonel intact. Entertainment, as a 
whole, was well relished by the audi- 
ence. Included are Fortunello and 
Cirilline, comedy acrobats; Carlton 


[mmy’s Mad Wags, dog act; Ivan 
| Triesault, pantomimist m. c.: Aileen 
Clark, singer, and Mile: Paval, toe 
dancer. Enoch Light’s band in the 
background. Chester Hale girls 
trouped on and off with the choral 
legology. Best of these was the 
“wooden soldier” number. 

Organist, Wild Oscar, features a 


| casting.” 
Miss | 





novel idea in his “School of Broad- 
Appears as though con- 
ducting an impromptu radio hour by 
speaking through mike placed on 
the console and mimics the usual 
ether announcers, Drew lots of 
laughs. 

Film program had M-G-M’s “Un- 
tamed” and silent news, Metrotone 
News, and a Pictorial Magazine. 


50-Year-Ago Minstrels 


By Fred J. Beaman 





Said the flip youth of today, 
“What did you old birds have to 
live for away back in the 60’s or the 
70’s without golf, bridge, automo- 
biles, radios, motion pictures or the 
talkers?” 

“Believe me, kid, we were not en- 
tirely without our daily reckoning 
of enjoyment. 

“We did have a regular indoor 
sport which consisted of getting to- 
gether of an evening and discussing 
his er her favorite actor or actress, 
We lived then—as- we do now—in 
what is known as ‘the sticks’ and 
while 50 years ago we were only 
a city of 15,000, now boasting 75,- 
000, we are more cut off from the 
drama now thah when we were a 
struggling town. 

“We were privileged to have seen 


and heard those who now live only 
in the memory of the old timer. 


“Forty-five or 50 years ago in the 
‘trouper days,’ the cities of 15 or 
20,000 had happiness bestowed upon 
them by yearly visits of many of 
the stars at the top price of $1. 


“I+ would love to picture in cold 
type from time to time brief no- 
tices of these dead and now nearly 
forgotten artists who made it pos- 
sible for the small time city dweller 
to see them at their best; to speak 
of the plays in which parts they 
gave their best efforts to please and 
satisfy, also to touch lightly upon 
the people who supported in minor 
parts the stars of that period, and 
who, in later years reached star- 
dom in their own right. 


“Those were also glorious min- 
strel days. You have never seen an 
old-fashioned minstrel troupe pa- 
rade down the street and you never 
will see them for they have dis- 
appeared like the top buggy with 
its whip-socket. Thatcher, Prim- 
rose and West, came usually once 
a season. George Primrose was 
billed as “the poetry of motion.” 
The graceful and debonair Billy 
West who officiated so elegantly as 
the interlocutor. Comedians and 
singers who supported this black- 
face triumvirate in the first part 
and olio were Billy Rice, rotund 
wag with his dilapidated scrap 
book; Barney Fagin, the clog 
dancer; Happy Cal Wagner and 
Willis P. Sweatnam; Chauncey Ol- 
cott, who in the first part sang 
‘Don’t Leave Your Mother Tom’; 
Banks Winters warbling ‘White 
Wings,’ and Jose with his ‘Silver 
Threads Among the Gold.’ 


“And the Barlow and Wilson 
Minstrels, famous in the 70’s and 
80’s. Milt Barlow as the old south- 
ern darkey, with his wooly wig, 
cane and inimitable limp—great! 
There never was a bigger favorite 


in corkdom than George Wilson, | 


There was a troupe known as Mc- 
Nish, Johnson and Slavin, burnt 
cork artists who played the one 
nighters at $1 for a number of giad- 
some years. And Frank MeNish 
in his great specialty, ‘Silence and 
Fun.’ Carrol Johnson was big, 
handsome and graceful, with a 
voice and a soft shuffling of feet. 
And Bob Slavin, last, but not least 
of this notable trio, was the drollest 
minstrel that ever shook a tambo. 

“Where are they now, those 
blacked-up entertainers? Gone, 
the most of them. While they are 
not with us now we were born soon 
enough to have seen and heard 
them.” 
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Variety Bills 


NEXT WEEK (Dec. 28) 
THIS WEEK (Dec. 21) 





Numerals in connection with bills below indicate 


show, whether full or split week 


opening day of 








GERMANY 


Month of 
BERLIN 
Seala 
Maytray Ballet 
Achilles & Newm'n | 
Breyer Tr 
Kalka Stanley & M } 
Chas Perezoff Co 
Bolls « Bolly 
Bernt & Ptnr 
Chaz C Carter 
2 Caligris 





| Weintraub's 


December 


Billy 


Devoy 


| 
Co | 
Wintergarten 
16 Tiller Girls 
Sync 
Bonhair Tr 
Roth & Shay 
2 Hartwells 
Hermes 
Jenny Jugglers 
Shadow & Wonder 


PARIS 
Week of December 23 


Casino de Paris 
Mistinguett 
Bari Leslie 
Aime Simon Girard 
Eitzoff-Romofft 
J W Jackson Tr 
Komarova-Skibine 


Grelkine 

Rocky Twins 
Ladd & Olive 
Mona Lee 


Pizeila-Dandy 
Henri Garat 
Viviane Gosset 
Betty Spell 
Margareth Jade 
Charlies Ahearn 
Cirque D’Hiver 
Gerard 2 
Litt:e Walter & C 
Charles Rigoulot 
Casy Tr 
Gonet & MacCoy 
Faludys 8 
Collins 3 
Albert Carre 





Fratellini 3 
Albert Powell 


Gobert 
Maiss 

Cirque Medrano 
Asgards 10 
Clecs 4 
Asteny Sis 
Rolland 2 
Ernest Schumann 
Royal Pekin Tr 
Frediani Pauwell 


Tles & Loyal 
Cairoli-Porio-C’l'tto 
Empire 

Alma Criola 
Luxenta-Aparici N 
Herrand’s Williams 
Alfrede Rode 
Roberta Reiz 
Necide 

George Fiateau 
Fred Brezin 
Gaston Palmers 
Moore & Lewis 





| Picture Theatres 








NEW YORK CITY 
Mapitoel (20) 
celand’’ Unit 

» Dolores Eddy & D 

Douglas Stanbury 

Pearl Twins 

Nina O’Ginska 

Lou Holtz 

Yasha Bunchuk 

“Mysterious Is]’nd” 


Paramount (21) 
“White Caps” Unit 
Bobby Pinkus 
B & H Hutchins 
Monroe & Grant 
Varsity 4 
Pauline Gaskins 
Fred Evans Beaut’s 
Paul Ash 
“The Kibitzer” 

Roxy (21) 
Violo Philo 
Harold Van Duzee 
Willie Robyn 
Patricia Bowman 
Leonide Massine 
George Herman 
Paul Paulus 
Celia Branz 
Dorothy Miller 
Jose Santiago 
Virginia Fenwick 

Dorothy Githens 
Vera Bedford 
Beatrice Beikin 
Novello Bros 
Markert Roxyettes 
“Christina” 


CHICAGO ILL. 
Avalon (20) 
Charlie Crafts Bd 


Cookie’s Bd 

Frank Melino 
Jerome Mann 
Finks — Ayres 


H L Spitalny Bd 

Hal Sherman 

Carlton & Belle 

Maureen & Sonny 

Faust 3 

“Their Own Desire”’ 
Granada (20) 

Joe Ross Bd 

Jerry & His Pals 

Pat Lazola 


Benny Meroff Bd 

Cliff Crane 

Keo Toki Yok! 

Texas Redheads 

Mary Stone 

Marbro Ballet 
Oriental (20) 

“Land of Make B” 

Lou Kosloff Bd 

Frank Wilson 

Billy Chandler 

Lomas Tr 

La Belle Polla 

Bert Faye 

Lorraine Tumler 

Bourman Ballet 

“Footlites & Fools” 

Paradise (20) 
“Creole Nights’ U 
Mark Fisher Bd 
Rolling Stones 
Anita La Pierre 
Chantal Sis 
Helen Hayes 

‘roethy Berke Girls 
ne & Haley 
“Untamed” 

Riale (20) 
Clint & Lee 
Tripoli 3 

Stratford 
2d half (26-28) 
Ted Leary 
Doch Shang Tr 
Healy & Clifford 
Rowe & Gaut 

Tivoli (20) 
"Velvet Revue” U 
Feank Masters Bd 
Walter Walters Co 
Blair & Thornton 
John Quinlan 
Mary Read Girls 

Uptown (20) 
“Romance Isle’ U 
Al Kvale Bd 
Ed & Tom Hickey 
Eileen & Margéry 
Kaye & Sayre 
Syivia Miller. 

mby-Hale Girls 
ntamed” 


BOSTON 
Metropolitan (21) 
“The Opry House” 
Al Mitchell Bd 
Charles Withers 
“Laughing Lady” 

State (21) 
Milo 


Eddie Allen Co 
Jack Miller Bd 
Harry Rodgers 
“Navy Blues” 


BROOKLYN 
Fox (21) 
“Jazz Buccaneers” 
Emilie & Romaine 
Charles Brugge 
Eddie Rey 
Helen Warner 
La Petite Marie 
Will Osborne Bd 
Rube Wolf 
, “S’ng of Kentucky” 


Paramount (21)>+ 
“Ingenues Gambol”’ 
Jean Boydell 

Bob West 

Gene Dennis 

Rudy Vallee Orch 
“The Kibitzer”’ 


UFF. 

Buffalo (21) 
“They're Off” Unit 
Phil Lampkin 
G Dewey Wash’'gt’'n 
Forsythe & Kelly 
Addie Seamon 
Eddie McKenna 
Fred Evans Co 
Ben Hur Ponies 
“Pointed Heels"’ 


Lafayette (21) 
Ledova 
Ivan Luttman 
Koehl & Hammer 
8 Harlem Singers 
Kanazawa Tr 
Pisano & Landauer 
“Vagabond Lover’ 


CLEVELAND 
State (21) 
“Believe It or Not” 

Ted Claire 

Leon 

Earl Lavere 

Mary & Bobby 

Olive May 

Fred Evans Co 

Maurice Spitainy 

“Marr’ge Playgr’d” 
DALLAS TEX, 

Palace (28) 


-{ “Pirates Melody” U 


Smith &-Hadley 
Jue Fong 
Jimmy Dunn 
Farrar 3 ° 
Gamby-Hale B & G 
DENVER, COL. 
Denver (28) 
‘Snap Into It” U 
Val & E Stanton 
The Toregos 
Patterson 2 
Maxine Henry 
Ann Williams 
Serova Girls 
DES MOINES, IA. 
Paramount (28) 
“Garden of Love’ U 
Bayes & Speck 
Renoff & Renova 
Miriam Lax 
Earl Scholl 
Felicia Sorel Co 
Dorothy Berke Co 
DETROIT 
Fisher (21) 
“Joy Jingles” Unit 
Del Delbridge 
Orlando Braccli 
Vox & Walters 
Miller & Wilson 
“Pointed Heels” 
Michigan (21) 
“Shanghai Jesters” 
Seed & Austin 
Williams Sis 
Bemis & Brown 
Electa Havel 
Al Morey 
“Their Own Desire” 
HOUSTON TEX. 
Metropolitan (28) 
“Let's Go” U 
lewis & Dody 
Al & Gussie Blum 
6 Bracks 
Gould Ballet 
LOS ANGELBS 
Boulevard (26) 
Dave Good 





| 


Egyptian (26) 


“Hot Dominoes” 


Les Klicks 

Paul Mall 

Dexter Webb & D | 

“This Is College’ | 

Loew's State (26) 

“Overtures” Idea 

Georgie Stoll 

Edison & Gregory 

Harry Rapee 

Toots Novell | 

Huff & Dohl 

“Romance of R G” 

Paramount (26) 
Charles 


Milton 
“Glorifying Girl” 
United Artists (25) 
Oliver Wallace 
“Taming of Shrew” 
MINNEAP., MINN, 
Minnesota (28) 
“Creole Nights” U 
Lang & Haley 
Rolling Stones 
Anita La Pierre 
Chantal Sis 

Helen Hayes 
D’rothy Berke Girls | 





| Jim 


Lassiter Bros 
the Bear 


| Karl Heinrich Rev 


Battle of 
Penn 

**‘Novelties”’ 

Nat Nazarra 

Boyce Combe 

Jean Sheldon 

Dick Liebert 

Elias Breeskin 

“Untamed” 

Stanley (21) 
“Season's Greet’gs” 
El Cleve 
Darling Twins 
Nelson's Katland 
M Barth Kiddie Co 
Dick Powell 
“Pointed Heels” 


PROVIDENCE 

Fay’s (21) 
Al Barlow Rev 
Bert Walton 
Yvonne & Stella Co 
Cortello Co 
Cuby & Smith 
“In the Headlines” 


Paris’’ 
(21) 
Unit 

Jr 











HARRIET AND BILL 
HUTCHINS 


“WHITE CAPS” 


LOU McDERMOTT’'S Publix Unit 


Direction LEDDY & SMITH 














NEWARK 
Brandford (21) 
“Mardi Gras’’ Unit 
Charlie Melson 
“So Long Letty” 
Mosque (21) 
Dorothy Palmer Co 
“Little J’ny Jones” 
N. ORLEANS LA, 
Saenger (238) 
“Over the Top” U 
Johnny Berke 
Doris Roche 
Bernie Bros 
Don Rowan 
Tiffany Singers 
OMAHA NEB. 
Paramount (28) 
“Farmyard Frolics” 
Senator Murphy 
Frank Hamilton 
Zastro & White 
Bernice Marshall 
Sunny Schenck 
H & S Wisner 
Dave Gould Girls 
PHILADELPHIA 

Fox (21) 
“Contrasts” 
Alexander Callam 
Nan Blackstone 
Bud & Eleanor Coll 
Gypsy at lage 
Serge & R Tremoff 
Old Timers 
“S’ng of Kentucky”’ 

Mastbaum (21) 
“Christmas Frolic” 
Grace Barrie 
Yorke & Johnson 
eas Playground” 

PITTSBURGH 


Enright (21) 
“Jingle. Bells’’ 
Jay Mills 
Williams Midgets 





S. ANTONIO, TEX. 
Texas (28) 
“Radio Romance” 
Ross & Edwards* 

P & W DeWees 
Laura Lane 
Larry Adler 
Gould Bellet 
WASH’GTON D. C. 
Fox (28) 
“Jazz Iuccaneers” 
F & M Idea 
Charles Brugge 
Helen Warner 
Eddie Rey 
La Petite Marie 
Sunkist Girls 
Meyer Davis Sym 
Leon Brusiloff 
“Hot for Paris" 
“Dance Moods” 
Fr & M Idea 
Hirsch-Arnold Girls 
Gus Mulcay 
Kapps & Tish 
Vince Silk 
Betty & Roman 
Robbins 3 
Meyer Davis Sym 
Leon Brusiloff 
“Love Live Laugh” 
Palace (28) 
Loew Unit 
Allan Rogers 
“Navy Blues’ 
(21) 
“Fan Fancies” 
Loew Unit 
Allan Rogers 
Sunshine Sammy 
Johnny Berkes 
Olive Sibley 
Dodd & Sheffield 
Chester Hale Girls 
“Battle of Paris’ 








Loew 





NEW YORK CITY 
Boulevard 


ist half (28-31) 
Kluting’s Animals 
Barry Boys 
Co-Eds 
McManus & Hickey 
Oscar Stang Orch 

2d half (1-3) 
Zelda Santley Co 
The Briants 
Claude & Marion 
Lockett & Page Co 
(One to fill) 


Capitol (28) 
Runaway 4 
Dodd & Rush 
(Others to fill) 

Delancey 

ist half (28 
Helen Carlson 
George Lyons 
Casper & Hayes 
Libby Dancers 
(Two to fill) 

2a half (1-3) 
Homer Romaine 
Clift & Reiss 
Billy Howard Co 
Walter Nillson 
Braille & Pallo Rcv 
(One to fill) 

Fairmount 

Ist half (28-31) 
Winnie & Delly 
Clark & Smith 
Thos McAuliffe 
Bernard & Squires 
Meyers Lubow & R 

2d half (1-3) 
Aurora 3 
Leohid Martov 
Wally Sharples Co 
Moore & Pal 
Libby Dancers 

Grand 

ist half (28-31) 
Little Pippifax Co 
Moran Warner & M 
Jack Norworth Co 
Billy Glason 
Lee Murray Girls 

2d half (1-3) 
The Ralstons 
Reed & LaVere 
Fisher & Hurst 
Joe Laurie Jr 
Carl Shaw Co 

Liacoln Square 

Ist half (28-31) 
Bob & L Gillette 
Jack Housh Co 
Ketch & Wilma 
Hibbitt & Hartman 
(One to fill) 

2d half (1-3) 
Karoli Bros 
Etta Reed 
Thos McAuliffe 
Grecn & Blossom 
Lee Murray Girls 

National 


St. 
-31) 





“Nix on Dames” 


Ist half (28-31) 


Carr Bros & Betty 
Bentel & Gould 
Sinclair & Dixcn Co 
Claude & Marion 
Lockett & Page Co 
2a half (1-3) 
Kluting’s Animals 
Myra Langford 
Grace & Ed Parks 
McManus & Hickey 
Sun Tanned Follies 


Orpheum 
Ist half (28-31) 
Walter Nillson 
Kirby & DuVal 
Carl Shaw Co 
(Two to fill) 
2a half (1-3) 
Grace & M Bline 
All Girl Show 
(Three to fill) 
*Paradive (28) 
Lou Holtz 
D & E Douglas 
Douglas Stanbury 
Pearl Twins 
Nine Oginska 
State (28) 
Jack Sidney Co 
(Others to fill) 
Victoria 
ist half (28-31) 





2d half (1-3) 
Bob & L Gillette 
Morrell & Beckwith 
Morris & Shaw 
Living Jewels 
(One to fill) 


Kings (28) 
Fortunello & C’lino 
Carl Emmy's Wags 
Ivan Triesault 
Aileen Clark 
Pavia 

Loew’s 46th St. 

Ist half (28-31) 
Prosper & Maret 
Myra Langford 
Fielder-Harriet Ce 
Joe Termini 
Living Jewels 

2d half (1-3) 
Melvin Bros 
Bentel & Gould 
Bussey & Case 
Meyers Lubow & R 
(One to fill) 


Metropolitan (28) 
George D’Ormonde 
Bernard Weber Co 
Billy Farrell Co 
Lillian Shaw 
Lights & Shadows 
Oriental 
let half (28-31) 
Karoli Eros 
Keffh Wilbur 
Herbert Faye Co 
Sur Tanned Fo: lies 
(Ore to Ali) 
2a half (1-3) 
Carr Brcs & Betty 
Hewitt & Hall 
Hamilton Sis & F 
Jores & Rea 
Odiva & Seals 
Pithin (28) 
John Maxwell 
Marguerite & Gill 
Steve Savage 
(Two to fill) 
Premier 


Ist half (28-31) 
The Ra'stons 
Silms 


Hamilton Sis & F 
Green & Blossom 
Braille, Pallo Rev 
2d half (1-3) 
Joe Manais $ 
Ethel Pastor 
Frank Masters Co 
Herbert Faye Co 
(One to fill) 
AKRON 
Loew’s (28) 
Milton Berle Unit 
ATLANTA 
Grand (28) 
Ed & Jen Rooncy 
Dixie Hamilton 
Smith & Hart 
Les Gellis 
Benny Barton 
BALTIMORE 
Leew (28) 
Emil Boreo 
Sunshine Sammy 
Olive Sibley 
(Two to fill) 
BAY RIDGE 


Loew's 
1st half (28-31) 
Robbins 3 
Evivia Froos 
Frank Masters Co 
Reed & LaVere 
Blomberg Alaskans 
2d half (1-3) 
Walter Plimmer Jr 
Fielder-Harrict Co 
Allman & Cvulter 
Cadet Saxotet 
(One to fill) 
BOSTON 
Orpheum (28) 
Gordon & Day 
Liorel Mike Ames 
Rotinsor & Pierce 
Ruth Roye 
Fein & Tennyson 
CANTON 


Loew's (28) 

3 Silvers 
Mario & Lazarin 
Harry Kahne Co 
Jules Howard Co 
Enow Columbus & I 

CORONA, L. I. 

Pia: 


vary 
ist half (28-31) 
Homer Romaine 


2a half (1-3) 
B Anderson & Pony 
Jack Housh Co 
Sinclair-Dixon Co 
Coscia & Verdi 
Tracey & Hay Co 





BVANSVILLE 
Leew’s (28) 
Angel Bros 
Chas & IAl Girard 
Hooper-Gatchett Co 
Frank Conville 
B Parade in Person 


HOUSTON, TFX. 
State (28) 


Les Jardys 
Romaine & Castle 
Jack Janis Coe 
Caits Bros 
Carl Freed Orch 
JAMAICA, L. FT. 
Valencia (28) 
Adler & Bradford 
Mills & Shea 
Charlotte Woodruff 
(Two to fill) 
JERSEY CITY 
Loew's (28) 
Cole & Snyder 
3 Dennis Sis 
Gerdon & King 
(Two to fill) 
KANSAS CITY 
Loew's (28) 
6 Lucky Boys 
Reynolds & White 
Nat Haines Co 
Conrad & Eddy 
Roye & Maye Co 
MEMPHIS TENN. 
State (28) 
Dave Harris . 
Variety Land 
(Three to fill) 
MONTREAL 
Loew's (28) 
Royal Sidneys 
Pegey Brooks 
Millard & Marlin 
Boyie & Della 
Gracella-Theo Co 
NEWARK 
State (28) 
Mulroy McN & R 
Joyrer & Foster 
Gallarini Sis 
Bert Gordon Co 
Bronson & Renee 
NEW ORLEANS 
State (28) 
The Du Ponts 
3 Rah Rah Girls 
Will J Kennedy 
Joe Darccy 
Signor Friscoe Orc 
NORIOLK VA. 
State (28) 
Chapelle & Cartton 
Stroud Twins 
Burke & Durkin 
Sam Hearn 
Down Home 
RICHMOND 
Loew's (28) 
Dresden China Unit 
ROCHESTER 
Loew’s (28) 
Holmes & Wills 
Jimmy Johnson 
Alex Hyde Bd 
Toney & Nerman 
Stickney's Circus 
FYRACUSE 
Loew's (28) 
Kay Hamlin & Kay 
Francis & Wally 
Hughie Clark Bd 
(Two to fill) 
TORONTO 
Loew’s (28) 
Gobs of Joy 
WASH’GTON PD. C. 
Loew's (28) 
André De Val 
Horton & Spurr 
Burns & Kissen 
Llora Hoffman 
(One tu fill) 
WOODHAVW'N L I. 
Willara 
ist half (28-21) 
Aurora 3 
j*’ora Ea.ly ©o 
Billy Howard Co 
Joe Fejer Orch 
(One to fill) 
2a half (1-3) 
Paul Nolan *'v 
Sylvia Froos 
Sally I:ene & Mary 
Robb ns & Jewrtt 
Oscar “tang Orch 
YONKERS N. Y¥ 


Yonkers 
ist half (28-31) 

Joe Mandis 3 
Hewitt & Hall 
Wally Sharples Co 
Bussey & Case 
Templet’n Bros & D 

2a half (1-3) 
La France & Reed 
Bobby Carbone Co 
Ketch & Wiima 
Billy Glason 
Joe Fejer Orch 








Keith’s 








NEW YORK CITY 
hester 

1st half (28-31) 
Grace Wylie Co 
Olyn Landick 
Colleano Family 
Summers & Hunt 
Pallenberg’s Bears 

2a half (1-3) 
Salino’s Circus 
Jos E. Howard 
Mary Haynes 
Jeannette Hackett 
(One to fill) 

2a half (25-27) 
Havania 
Gold & Ray 
M’sh’ll Montgomery 
Bronson & Gardner 
Jean Rankin Co 

Coli 


seum 
Ist half (28-31) 
Johnny Pastine Co 





Pat Henning Co 
Chester Conklin 
86th Street 

Ist half (28-31) 
Felovis 
Billy Farrell 
Sylvia Clark 
Lane Osborne & C 
(One to fill) 

2d half (1-38) 
Jean Carr 
Billy House Co 
Fleeson & Shipman 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (25-27) 
Campus Collegians 
Roy Rogers 
Weaver Bros 
Home Folks 
(One to fill) 

58th Street 

Ist half (28-31) 
Cadet Sextet 





j 
| 
| 
| 


Elizabeth Brice 
Any Family 
Dave Appollon 
(One to fill) 
Franklin 
ist half (28-31) 
Salino’s Circus 
Brady Riddle & M 
Jack & K Spangler 
Harry Puck 
Ruiz & Bonita 
Kane & Ellis 
4 Jacks & Girlle 
2d half (1-3) 
Manny King 
Voice of R-K-O 
Guy & P Magley 
Hunter & Percival 
(One to fill) 
2d half (25-27) 
3 Lewis Bros 
Evans & Wolfe Co 
td Sheriff Co 
Demarest & Deland 
George Shelton Co 
Al Ilerman 
Children of China 
Hamilton 
Ist half (28-31) 
Douglas Wright 
Hunter & Monte 
Lillian Morton 
(Two to filll) 
2d half (1-3) 
Helen & J Trix 
John Barton Co 
George Beatty 
2d half (25-27) 
Samaroft & Sonia 
Lathrop Bros 
Jack Wilson Co 
Jack Hayes Co 
(One to fil!) 
Hippodrome (28) 
5 Danubes 
Lathrop Bros 
Chabot & Tortoni 
The Devil’s Circus 
Moss & Frye 
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(21) 
3 Small Bros 
Margaret Schilling 
Lulu McConnell 
Wilton & Weber 
Tiny Town Rev 
Madison 
ist half (28-31) 
Jean Carr 
Bobby May 
Billy House 
Burns & Allen 
Enoz Frazere 
2d half (1-3) 
Campus Colleagues 
Roy Rogers aa 
Weaver Bros 
Home Folks 
(One to fill) 
2a half (25-27) 
Silano’s Circus 
Lathrop Bros 
Blossom Seeley Co 
Summers & Hunt 
The 5 Danubes 
Prospect 
ist half (28481) 
Wilson & Irene 
John Barton Co 
Jed Dooley 
(Two to fill) 
2a half (1-3) 
Hunter & Monty 
The Gossipers 
Frank Dixon Co 
Buck & Bubbles 
(One to fill) 
2d half (25-27) 
4 Aces & a Queen 
La Paul 
Wilson & Dobson 
Alton & Wilson 
(One to fill) 
AKRON 
Palace (28) 
Wilson Kepple & B 
Glad Moffet 
O'Donnell & Blair 





Jim MeWilliams 








Write 





R-K-O Representatives 
CHARLES MORRISON 
JESSE FREEMAN 
LARRY PUCK 
Wire 
The Charles Morrison Agency 


1560 Broadway, New York 
Phone Bryant 5746 


Phone 














Lieut Gitz Rice Co 
21) 


(2 
Fred Briudna Circus 
Hill’s Elephants 
Lusita Leers 
6 Molays 
(One to fill) 
Jefferson 
ist half (28-31) 
Guy & P Magley 
Jack Wilson Co 
Jack Dempsey 'Co 
Barry & Whitledge 
Meehan's Dogs 
2d half (1-3) 
4 Jacks & Girlie 
Olyn Landick 
Jack & K Spangler 
Harry Stanley Co 
Corbett & O’Brien 
2a half (25-27) 
Helen Bach 3 
Moore Sis 
Roger Imhoff Co 
Chabot & Tortonit 
The Devil's Circus 
Rarry & Lancaster 
Charles Bennington 


125th Street 
2a half (25-27) 
Local Girls 
Margie Hallick Co 
Dugan & Parker 
Rodero & West 
Easton & Howell 
Palace (28) 
Great Rolle 
Boyd Senter 
Chas Ruggles Co 
Jack Benny 
Estelle Taylor 
21) 


Pallenberg’s Bears 
Eight Rangers 
Richard Bennett 
Glenn & Jenkins 
Ted Lewis Orch 
Helen Ford 
Herb Williams 
Chevalier Bros 
Sylvia Clark 
Riverside (28) 
Chevalier Bros 
Howard & Huston 
Kitchen Pirate 
Williams & Delaney 
George Jessel 
Steele Winslow 


(21) 
Gautier’s Toy Shop 
Ada Brown 
Don Lee & Louise 
Weston & Lyons 
Corbett & O’Brien 
Jack Dempsey 
Skelly & Heit Rev 
Enoz Frazere 

Royal 

ist half (28-31) 
4 Aces & a Queen 
Barry & Davis 
Jack North 
(Two to fill) 

2a haif (1-3) 
Cora Green 
Weston & Lyons 
(Three to fill) 

2d half (25-27) 
The Daros 
Dixie 4 
Hawth’ne & Walker 
Geo Austin Moore 
Wilson & Irene 
Dance Bouquet 























BR yuoe [Riven [fete Stemenme |, ane 
Coscia & Verdi 6 Molays Bordner & Boyer 3 Sol Gould 
"TUESDAYS ¥ mer 
Tuoree,, JACK L. LIPSHUTZ 
189 weet a7th st. TAILOR, 908 Walnut St., Phila. 








Amerique & Neville 
2d half (1-3) 
Prosper & Maret 
Lydia Barry 
Co-Eds 
Joe Termini 
I B Hamp Co 
BROOKLYN 
Bedford 
Ist half (28-31) 
Pau! Nolan Co 
Morrell & Beckwith 
Sally Irene & Mary 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (1-3) 


3 Acts 
Ted & Al Waldman 
Bernard & Squires 


Happiness Girls 
(One to fill) 
Gates Ave. 

ist half (2%-51) 
Ted & Al Vialdman 
The Briants 
Zelda Saniley Co 
Happiness Girls 





(One to fill) 


2a half (1-3) 
Barry & Whitledge 
Maxine Lewis 
Harry Carroll Rev 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (25-27) 
Lime 3 
Ruth Glanville 
Jack Dempsey 
Stan Stanley 
Del Ortos 

Sist Street 

Ist half (28-31) 
Kanazawa Japs 
Barry & Lancaster 
Fleeson & Shipman 
Pat Rooney Rev 
(One to fill) 

2d half (1-3) 
Bobby May 
Helen Kane 
Brennan & Rogers 





(Two to filly 

2d ha'f (25-27) 
G & P Magley Rev 
Sully & Houghton 
Estelle Taylor 


2d half (1-3) 
Jean Rankin Co 
Teck Murdock 
Burns & Allen 
Chester Conklin 
(One to fill) 

2d half (25-27) 
Frabelle’s Frolics 
Boyd Senter 
Harry Carroll Rev 
Herbert Faye Co 
Harum & Scarum 

Fordham 
Ist half (28-31) 
Six Blue Streaks 
Dale & O'Neil 
Harry Carroll 
Herb Williams 
(One to fill) 

2d half (1-3) 
Felovis 
Billy Farrell 
Sylvia Clark 
Lane Osborn Chicks 
(One to fill) 

Ist half (25-27) 





Loyal's Dogs 








Ted Lewis Orch 
(Two to fill) 
(21) 


Tinova & Baikoft 
Tabor & Greene 
Chas Ruggles Co 
Rae Samuels 
Colleano Family 
Bushwick 
Ist half (28-31) 
Ewing Eaton 
(Others to fill) 
2d half (1-3) 
Le Paul 
Chase & La Tour 
toy Rogers 
Pat Henning Co 
Golden 
2d half (25-27) 
Sanders Hipp’dr'm, 
(Others to fill) 
Keamore (28) 
Daros 
Bits of Broadway 
Fred Leightner Co 





Glenn & Jenkins 
i Dave Appehon 


Francois Dunsmore 
(21 


Max & His Gang 
flarrison & Dakin 
Geo Andree Co 
Harry Howard Co 
Healy & Cross 
ALBANY 
Proctor’s (28) 
Telma D'Ozo 
Danny Small 
Mercedes 
Evans & Adams 
Bob Cartet & A Sis 
(21) 
Chandler & Clem’ts 
Nathal 
Foley & Latour 
Pastine Revue 
(One to fill) 
BOSTON 
Keith-Albee (%8) 
Cortello White Tops 
Esther Ralston 
Lou Cameron 
Rhythm & Taps 
(One to fill) 
(21) 
7 Mariners 
Lane & Lee 
Dainty Marie 
Al Trahan 
Felovis 
BUFFALO 
Hippodrome (28) 
Norman Thomas 6 
Maidie & Ray 
Junior Durkin 
Watson Sis 
George Andree Co 
(21) 


Everett Sanderson 
Rogers & Wynne 
Monica & A Skelly 
Scott Sanders 
Liazeed Arabs 

CALGARY 

Grand (28) 
Pavley Ballet 
Wm & Joe Mandel 
Qwen McGivney 
Nash & Fately 
(One to fill) 


(21) 
The Digitanos 
Derrickson & Brown 
Powers & Jarrett 
Stewart & Lash 
Cavaliers 
CHICAGO 
Palace (28) 
Paula Paquita & C 
Walter Dare Wahl 
Jarvis & Harrison 
Bill Robinson 
Kouns Sis 
Ledova 
Chic Sale 
Mijares 
(21) 
Rich & Hart 
Larry Rich Friends 
Ray Huling & Seal 
Herman Timberg 
Tempest & S'nshine 
Bill Robinson 
Francois Densmore 
State Lake (28) 
Brodus Erle 
Golf Fiends 
Ruddell & Donegon 
(Two to fill) 


(21) 
Murand & Girton 
Stanley & Ginger 
Viola Dana Co 
Jos Regan Co 
Kramer & Boyle 
Lee Twins 

CINCINNATI 

Albee (28) 
The Meyakos 
Frank Gaby 
Frances White 
Kramer & Boyle 
Midnight Revels 

(21) 

H Waiman’s Debs 
Hunter & Percival 
Lina Basquette 
Jim McWilliams 
4 Phillips 
CLEVELAND 
105th St. (28) 
Murand & Girton 
Harrison & Dakin 
Rich & Hart 
Larry Rich Friends 
1 


(21) 
Hill Billies 
Mary Marlowe 
Edna Torrence Co 
Four Camerons 
Joe Mendi 

Palace (28) 

Butler Santos Co 
Lorraine Wittenb’g 
Chain & Conroy 
Tempest & S'nshine 
Georgia Price 
Hungary Tr 

(21) 





Petleys 

| Honey Boys 
|} Odette Myrtil 
Frank Gaby 





Natacha Retteve 


DE? R 
Orpheum (28) 
Helena Justa & C 
Bozo Snyder 
Brady & Wells 
Roy Cummings 
(One to fill) ° 
(21 


Marcus Unit 
ELMIRA 
Keeney 

ist half (28-31) 

Rostando Co 

Lionel Kay 

Watts & Hawley 

Blue Ridge R’mbl’s 

(One to fill) 

2d half (1-3) 

4 Phillips 

Birkson & Cassidy 

Victor Oliver Co 

Jimmy Burchill 

(One to fill) 

2d half (25-27) 
jeo Wong Co 

Galvan & Flores 





(2d halt (1-3 
Meehan’'s nity 
Ewing Eaton 
Herb Williams 
Ruiz & Bonita Co 
(One to fill) 

2d half (25-27) 
he Co 

oster Fagan & ( 
Dale & O'Neil = 
Ken Murray 

(One to fill) 

OAKLAND 

Orpheum (28) 
Schepp’s Circus 
Hickman’s Kiddies 
— Lewis 
forris & Campbe 
Ky Jubilee Sicoem 

21) 


(2 
Leavitt & Lockw’da 
Yates & Lawley 
2 Daveys 





(Three to fill) 
OMAHA 
Keith’s (28) 
Y’th & Beauty Rey 








BONDS FOR 
A.B. Leach & Co 


are 


INVESTMENT 
57 Witham St.. N.Y 











Hall & Pillard 
(Two to fill) 
FLUSHING 
Keith’s 
Ist half (28-31) 
Campus Colleagues 

Roy Rogers 
Weaver Bros 
Home Folks 
(One to fill) 
2d half (1-3) 
6 Blue Streaks 
Bronson & Gardner 
Jack Dempsey 
Patricola 
Alexander S & DuF 
2d half (26-27) 
Great Rolle 
Smith Strong & Lee 
Thank You, Doctor 
Helen Kane 
Adolph Gladys & E 
ITHACA 
Keith 
2d half (1-3) 
Rostando Co 
Lionel Kay 
Watts & Hawley 
Blue Ridge R'blers 
(One to fill) 
2a half (25-27) 
Harriman Swan & L 
Dick Delton 
Meyers & Roth 
Princetonians 
(One to fill) 
JERSEY CITY 
Stat 


e 

ist half (28-31) 
Nelson’s Katland 
Harry F Welch 
Chase & LaTour 
(Two to fill) 

2a half (1-3) 
Lester irving 3 
Saxton & Farrell 
Jed Dooley 
(Two to fill) 

2a half (25-27) 4 
Herr Herrman Co 
Cora Green 
John Barton Co 
Fred Lightner Co 
The Co-Eds 

KANSAS CITY 

Mainstreet (28) 
Russian Art Circus 
Falls Reading & B 
Jos Regan 
Chas Slim Timblin 
Dillon & Parker 

21 


Mascagno 4 
Grace Doro 
Clifford & Marion 
Harris & Radcliffe 
Flo Richardson Co 
108 ANGELES 
Hillstreet (28) 
2 Daveys 
Yates & Lawley 
Leavitt & Lockw'd 
(Two to lrg 


(21) 
Carrie & Eddy 
Claudia, Coleman 
Davis & Darnell 
Bob Murphy 
Evers & Greta 
McKEESPORT 


Harris 
ist: half (28-31) 
6 O’Rellys 
(Others to fill) 
2a half (1-3) 
Owen & Mann 
(Others to fill) 
2d half (52-27) 
McDonald & Para 
Bill Teelack 
(Three to fill) 
MINNEAPOLIS 
eum (28) 
Alexander Girls 
Don Cummings 
(Three to fill) 
MONTREAL 
Imperial (28) 
Kikuta Japs 
Hunter & Monte 
Ryan & Noblette 
Md Collegians 
Harry 7 Vy Co 
1) 


Townsend & Boles 
Whitey & Ed Ford 
Kelly & Jackson 
Mary Haynes 


Ist half (28-31) 
Foster Fagan & C’x 
Ken Murray 
(Three to fill) 

2d half (1-3) 
Douglas Wright Co 
Smith Strong & L 
Jack Usher Co 


(Others to fill) 
- 


Russian Art Circus 
Falls Reading & B 
Margaret Shotwell 
Freda & Palace 
Dillon & Parker 
OTTAWA 
Keith’s (28) 
Harris & Claire 
Whitey & Ed Ford 
Foley & LaTour 
Golden Dreams 
(One to fill) 
(21) 
Dolan & Gale 
Jack Usher Co 
Gordan & Walker 
Gracie Smith Co 
Paul Sis 
PITTSBURGH 
Harris (28) 
McDonald & Para 
Frish Rector & T 
Little Rev 
(Two to fill). 
(21) 
Zita Anis Co 
G & M Moore 
Packard & Dodge 
6 Orleys 
(One to fill) 
PORTLAND 
RKO-Pantages (28) 
Tillis & La Rue 
Curly Burns Co 
F & J Hubert 
Eddie Pardo Co 
Beehee & Rubyate 
(21) 


La Salle & Mack 
Chamberlain & H 
Florrie La Vere 
Blood & Thunder 
6 Brown ‘Bros 

PROVIDENCE 
Keith-Albee (28) 
Seven Mariners 
P Sydell & Spotty 
Any Family 
Elizabeth Brice 
Dainty Marie 

(21) 

Mona & B Dobson 
F Ardell & Co. 
Nan Halperin 
Lou Cameron 
Pepito ‘ 

ROCHESTER 

Palace (28) 
Wm Ebs Co 
Odette Myrtil 
Sylvia Clarke 
White & Manning 
(One to fill 


21) 
Nellie Arnaut Bros 
Cardini 
Norman Thomas & 
Corinne Tilton 
Harry Conley Co 
SALT LAKE CITY 
RKO Pantages (28) 
Doing Things Unit 
Jay C Flippen 
(Three ee 


Helena Justa & C 
Bozo Snyder Co 
Brady & Wells 
Roy Cummings Co 
The Pickfords 

SAN DIEGO 

Keilth’s (28) 
Carrie & Eddy 
Davis & Darnell 
Brems F & M Bros 
Evers & Greta 
(One to fill) 

(21) 


Songs & Steps 
Goss & Barrows 
Mildred Hunt 
Harry. Holmes 
Sawyer & Eddy 
SAN FRANCISCO 
Golden Gate (28) 
Kelso Bros Unit 
(Others to fill) 
(21) 


Schepp’s Circus 
Hickman’s Kiddies 
Flo Lewis 
Morris & Campbell 
Pollock & Dunn 
SCHENECTADY 
Keith’s 
ist half (28-31) 
Nathal 
Victor Oliver Co 
Lovejoy Dancers 
(Two to fill) 
2a halr (1-3) 
Ferris & Ray Rev 
Cronin & Hart 
Willie West & McG 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (25-27). 
Red Donohue & P’l 








SL 





—_— 





OFFICIAL DENTIST TO THE N. V. As 


DR. JULIAN SIEGEL 


1560 BROADWAY 
This Week: Harry B. Watson, Miller & Farrell 





—— 





Tiny Town Rev 
(One to fill) 
2d half (25-27) 
J & B Cavanaugh 
Ray & Nord 
Harry Hayden Co 
Lillian Morton 
4 Diamonds 
NEWARK 
Palace (28) 
J & B Cavanaugh 
Margaret Schilling 
Lulu McConnell Co 
Wilton & Weber 
Jack Hayes Co 
(21) 
Jean Carr Co 
Bobby May 
Burns & Allen 
Billy House Co 
Frank Viola Co 
NEW ROCHELLE 
Keith's 
Ist half (28-31) 
Samaroff & Sonia 
Claire Vincent 
The Rangers 





(Two to fill) 


Ewing Eaton : 
Bring’g Up Moth'r 
Watts & Hawley. 

Carter & Albu Sis 


SEATTLE 
Orpheum (28) 
Dance Fables 
Rial Neiman 
Ruby Norton 
Ray & Harrison 
Fred Sylvester 
(21) 
Odds & Ends 
(Others to fill) 


SPOKANE _ 
Orpheum (28) 
The Di Gatanos 


Powers & Jarrett 
Derickson & Brows 
Stewart & Lash 


Cavaliers 
| (21) 
Gaynor & Byron 
| Fulton & Parker 
Olsen & Johnson 
i (Two to fill) 
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av. TOUIS Fynan & Doris SACRAMENTO Vina Zolle PHIF ADEMPHIA ; The Skatclles } 
Keith’s (28) Saxton & Farrell eg OMator (27) Cliff Nazarro Earle (27) Jim the ear ~ . 
Mascagno 4 | Roger Imhoff Black & Gold” ST. LOUIS MO Barts & Mann 
Ray Huling & Seal} (Two to fill) Four Kemmys Tox (27) Grace Parrie (One to fill) 
Geo K Arthur 2a half (1-3) Arnold Grazer “Types” Idea 
Harris & Radcliffe | Gold & Ray Maxine Hamilton Trado Twins 
Flo Richardson Wilson & Irene Lee Wilmot Carlena Diamond 
(21) (Three. te oe SALES, Oamoon Harold Stanton ¢ St 
a 25-2 iisinore (2 YANCOUV'R, B. C. eat t ‘ Je , riv Clai i yerhead sin i 
Fodaell & Donegon seeshan's -P0ee i wJazs Temple” Idea va Pte ry c } r a es When New Year's Day arrives, | C ars is bse “e erhead wate e ine 
Chas Slim Timblin | Tom olly Ward | Wally Jackson “Far East’’ Idea the gloomiest, most despairing out- | Stalling talkers has increased 100%, 
(Two_to fill) anaes & Sa tew arate Rebiver Frank Staver : : A |while the gress jumped but 20%, 


ST. PAUL 
Orpheum (28) 
Central H S Bd 
Snoozer Jr 
Freda & Palace 
Clifford & Marion 
e 2 
WO -S.egay 


Rose's Midgets 
Howard's Ponies 
Block & Sully 
(Two to -fill) 
SYRACUSE 
Keith’s (28) 
Edna Torrence co 
Cardini 
Harry Conley Co 
Corinne Tilton 
6 Galenos 


Thelma De Onzo Co 

Jarvis & Harrison 

Randall & Watson 

Jed Dooley 

Willie West & MeG 
TACOMA 





RKO Pantages (28) 
Odds & Ends 


Odette Chas & M 
(One to fill) 
VANCOUVER 
eum (28) 
Gaynor & Byron 
Fulton & Parker 
Olsen & Johnson 
(Two to fill) 
(21) 
Hal Neiman 
Freda Sylvester 
Ray & Harrison 
Dance Fables 
Ruby Norton 
WHITE PLAINS 
Keith’s 
ist half (28-31) 
Ada Kaufman Girls 
Roy Rogers 
Peter Higgins 
(Two to fill) 
2a half (1-3) 
Ada Kaufman Gir!s 
Jack» North 
Peter Higgins 
The Rangers 
«One to fill) 
2a half (25-27) 





—_—_— 


a 


“AUSTRALIAN TOUR” 








Sid Marion 
(Three to fill) 
(21) 


Tillis & La Rue 
Curly Burns Co 
Beehee & Rubyatte 
Eddie Pardo 

F & J Hubert 


TO 
Hippedreme (28) 
Idazeed Tr 
Rogers & Wynne 
Monica & A Skelly 
Scott Sanders 
pnoaner + Boles 


( 
Harris & Claire 
Ryan & Noblette 
Mad Collegians 
Harry Burns Co 
Kikuta Japs 
TRENTON 
Capitel 


ap 
2d half (25-27) 
Miller Bros & Co-E 
Ernie & Ernie 
Jack North 
(Two to fill) 
TROY 


Prectar’s 
ist half 
Cronin & Hart 


Willie West & McG |. 


Broadway 99 
(Two to fill) 
2a half (1-3) 
Nathal 
& Gale 


Dol 
Hall & Pillard 


2a half (25-27) 
J & J Martin 
Fabor & Lehr 
Kane & Ellis 
Kitchen Pirate 


ist half (28-31) 





Ada Kaufman Girls 
Mae Questelle 
Evans & Adams 
Peter Higgins 
(One to fill) 


WINNIPEG 

Orpheum (28) 
Alexander. Girls 
Ken Christy Co 
Healy & Cross 
Block & Sully 
Senne 2. Ponies 


Palvey Oukr’nsky 
Nash & Fately 
Wm & Joe Mandel 
Owen McGivney 
The Wager 


YONKERS 
Kaith’s 
ist half (28-31) 
Gordon & King 
Danny Duncan Co 
Pat Henning Co 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (1-3) 
Samaroff & Sonia 
Foster Fagan & C’x 
Billy Maine Ce 
Ken Murray 
(One to fill) 
J Joyce's Horses 
Harry F Welch 
Claire Vincent Co 
Swartz & Clifford 
Night in Spain 


YOUNGSTOWN 
Keith’s (28) 
Lime 3 
Loma Worth 
Chesleigh & Gfbbs 
Lina Basquette 
Harry Howard 


. @1) 
Senorita Alcaniz 
Chain & Conroy 
Junior Durkin 
Bob_ Hope 
Thalero's Circus 





| Fanchon and Marco 





ATLANTA GA, 
Fox (27) 


(27 
“Through Gates” 
Lewis & Ames 
Benny ‘& Western 
Sohing bk 

ushing utton 
Ted: & Frances 
Frank Masters 
BRIDGEPORT, CT. 

Palace (28) 

“Sweet Cookies’ 
Eva Mandel 
Jones & Hull 
Roy Loomis 
Bobbe Thompson 


DENVER, COLO. 
Tabor « (26) 
Accordion” Idea 
Burt & Lehman 
Theo & Katya 
Nat Spector 

Mary Price 
Arnold Hartman 





LONG BEACH 
West Coast (28) 
“Internat’nal’’ [dea 

Fredrico Flores 
B Carr & Mignon 
Osaka Boys 
Markel & Fawn 
LOS ANGELES 
Loew's State (26) 
“Power” Idea 
4 Hi Hatters 
Edison & Gregoryy 
Goetz & Duffy 
Charlie & Nelli 
MILW’URE 


Frank Melino Co 
Jerome Mann 
Dorothy Kelly 
NEW HAVEN CT. 


Cal Norris Greyh’ds 





——$— ae 





EXCLUSIVELY DESIGNED 
GARMENTS FOR GENTLEMEN 


N ROCK 











a 





1632 B’way, at 50th St. N. ¥. City 


semen? 
‘ox 
“Hollywood Girls” 
Three Gobs 
—. Roselle 
r Fermin 
Miles & Periee " 
John Vale 
FRESNO 
Fox Wilson 
24 half (27-29) 
2 + wf Idea 
rmand & P 
Ruth Hamilton 
Joy Bros 
Shore & Moore 


GT. FALLS, MONT. 
Grand (31) 


“Art in Taps” Ide 
Myrtle Gordon r 
ocney & Goul 
Al & Hal . 
Jeanne McDonald 

Johnny Plank 
Eddie Lewis 
Brown & Willa 
HARTFORD CT. 
coy Capitol (28) 
" at’melon Blues” 
Loulnn, & Picks 
Ouise itchell 
Tea Ledford . 
Southern Steppers 
HOLLYWoop 
“Hoe Ban (26) 
omi P 
Les Klicks S499 
Paul Mati 
exter Webb & D 





Parker & Mack 

Helen Burke 

NIAG. F’LS, N. Y. 
Strand 


Ist half (26-28) 
‘“Ser'nl'd Melodies” 
David Reéce 
Sherry Louise 
Franklin & Warner 
Jack & B Welling 
Lucille Iversen 
Everts & Lowry 

OAKLAND 
Fox (27) 
“Let’s Pretend” 
Tillyou & Rogers 
Lyda Roberti 
Ed Chaney 
Rita Lane 
PASADENA 
olerado (26) 


Cc 
“Ivories” Idea 
Alene & Evans 
Hy Meyer 
Mary & Fr Seamon 
PHILADELPHIA 
Fox (27) 

“Contrasts’’ Idea 
Nan Blackstone 
Gypsy Byrne 
Bud & Elinor Coll 
Buddy Emmett 
Serge & R Temoff 
The Old Timers 
PORTLAND ORE. 

Broadway (26) 
“Idea in Green” 
Eddie Lambert 
Moran & Weston 
Franklyn Recoré 
Way Watts & A 





| 








Gus Elmore 

Sylvia Doree 

Temple Beauties 
SAN DIEGO 


Helen Pachaud 

M Sanami Co 

2 Jacks & 2 Queens 
Ruth Kadamatsu 


Fox (26) Joan Hardcastle 
“Desert” Idea WASH’GTON, D. C. 
Ed & Morton Beck Fox (27) 


Muriel Stryker 
Cropley & Violet 
Harry Rapee 


“Jazz Buecaneers”’ 
Emilie & Romaine 
Chas Brugge 








Carla Torney Girls | Eddie Ray 
SAN FRANCISCO Helen Warner 
fs Fox (28) La Petite Marie 
“Carnival Russe’’ WATERBURY CT 
coe Bree : Palace (29) 
Alex Shere-Bekef | “Dance Moods” 
Russian Sunrise 3 Exposition Four 
Sam Linfield Co |Gus Muleay 
Doris Nirley | Betty Mooney 
ea ae WASH, Ramon Caldwell 
a Ave. (26) | W’RC’ST’R, MASS. 
“Baby Songs” Idea | Palace (28) 
Penny Pennington | “Jazz Cinderella” 
— ef Soon } se : sher 
ose alyda | Roy Rogers | 
edgy * gee James Gaylord 
alace (28) Albert Hugo 
“Gardens” Idea Adair & Stewart 
Slate Bros Billy Randall 


Moffa & Mae Pauline Alpert 


Interstate 














ATLANTA HOUSTON, TEX, 

Keith’s (30) Majestic (28) 
Ryan Sis Honey Family 
Stan Kavanaugh C B‘tossom & June 


Angus & Searle 
Frank Devoe 
Irene Vermillion 
MIAMI OKLA, 
Orpheum (30) 
Carr Lynn 
Wheeler & Morton 
Texas Comedy 4 
Step Look Listen 
(One to fill) 
MIAMI, OKLA, 
Orpheum (28) 
St Clair Sis & O'D 
Henry J Kelly 
J Cobb & S Lowry 
Al & F Stedman 
Shuron Durvies Co 
OKLAHOMA CITY 
Orpheum (27) 
Count Berni Vici Co 
(Others to fill) 
SAN ANTONIO 
Majestic (28) 
Permaine & Shelley 
Kitty Doner 
Val Harris Co 
Tom Davies 3 
(One to fill) 


FISHER and GILMORE 


Association 


C’D’R RAPIDS LA. MADISON, WIS. 
Iowa Orpheum 
ist half (29-31) Ist half (29-31) 
Marcus Show Sargent & Cammie 
(Three to fill) A 4 Camerons 
2d half (1-4) (One to fill) 
Badger & Muessler 2a half (1-4) 


Marion Wilkins 
Conlin & Glass 
(One to fill) 


CHARLOTTE 
Orpheum 
2d half (2-5) 
Murdock & Mayo 
Den Galvin 
Cotton Pickers 
3 Forman Sis 
COne to fill) 
DALLAS, TEX. 
Majestic (28) 
Saxon Reed & K 
Parker Babb Co 
Pressler & Klaiss 
Princess Pat 
(One to fill) 


FT. WORTH, TEX. 

Majestic (27) 
Lottie Atherton 
Lamarr & Boice 
Lytel & Fant 
McLallen & Sarah 
(One to fill) 


























Suite 16 Joe Thomas Saxotet 
Stanley Rollickers |O’Neal & Manners 
woop MEMPHIS, TENN 
EV’NSVILLE, IND. Orpheum (28) 2 
Vietory Opera vs Jazz 


Morgan & Lake 
Internat’l Rhythm 
Fauntleroy. & Van 
(One to fill) 


2a half (2-4§ 
Groh Piano Hounds 
Jack Fine Follies 
(One to fill) 


: W’UKEE, WIS. 
DAVENPORT, 14. wiveuiae (28) 
Capitol Max & Gang 


ist half (29-31) 
Cowboy Revels 
Carl McCullough 
Senna & Dean 

2d half (1-4) 
Marcus Show 
(Two to fill) 


DES MOINES, IA. 


Orpheum 
ist half (29-31) | NAS 
Bruno Weiss 3 
Cardiff & Wales 
Joyce Lando Co 
td half (1-4) 
Carl McCullough 
Senna & Dean 
(One to fill> 
GR’D RAPIDS, IA. 
Keith’s 
ist half (29-1) 
Clayton & Leonard 


Georgie Hunter 
Rose's Midgets 
(Twe to fill) 
MINNEAP., MINN, 
Seventh St. (28) 

Larimer & Hudson 
Talent & Merit 
Spirit of Minstrelsy 


Wylie & Young 
Paul Yocan Dancers 
Jack McBride Co 
(Two to fill) 
ROCKFORD, ILL. 
Palace 

ist half (29-31) 
O’Neal & Manners 
Harry Waiman Co 
(Three to fill) 


Chas Ray 2d half (1-4) 
a hy a4 en Sargent & Cammie 


.- | 4 Camerons 
Bobby Henshaw U (Three to fill) 
(Two to fill) SIOUX CITY, IA. 
GREEN BAY WIS. Orpheum 
Auditorium ist half (28-31) 
2a half (27-29) Keyo Taki & Yoki 
Wilfrid DuBois Eddie Dale Co 
Radio Jacks & Qu'n/| Harry Hines 
Whitehead & Alv’z|Herbert G & V 
Dot Myers Co (One to fill) bn 
(One to fill) STH BEND, IND. 


F . . Palace 
ek | ist half (29-31) 
Powers & Wallace | Joe Freed Cu 
Britt & Wood Joe Thomas Saxotet 
(Three to fill) (Three to fill) 


2d half (1-4) 
LINCOLN, NEB. Pickard & Seal 
Stuart (30) Corey & Mann 
Allen Reno Mediey & Dupree 
Talent & Merit Harry Waiman Co 
(One to fill) (One to fill) 
LONDON, CAN. WINDSOR CAN. 
Leew’ 


s Capitol 

Ist half (30-1) Ist half (20-1) 
Freddie Craig Jr Packard & Dodge 
Princeton & Renee | Edith Griffith Co 
Melody Mansion (One to 

2d half (2-4) 2a half (2-4) 
Packard & Dodge Princeton & Renee 
Edith Griffith Co Melody Mansion 
(One to fill) (One to fill) 


Stanley-Fabian 


PATERSON, N. J. 
Regent 











HOBOKEN WN. J. 
Fabian 


ist haif (28-31) 
Pepito 
(Others to fill) 


2a half (1-3) 
Martinet & Crow 
Eddie Garr Co 


ist half (28-31) 
Toto 
(Others to fill) 


2a half (1-3) 
Pallenberg’s Bears 
Cun'gh’m & Bennet 








(Three to fiil) (Three to fill) 


Polar Pastimes 
Cardiff & Wales 
Chas Ray Co 


JOLIET ILL. 
Ri 


oe 
24 half (2-4) 


Pat Daly Co WAUKBGAN ILL. 
Elsa Greenwell Co Genesee 
(One to fill) Ist half (29-1) 
PEORIA ILL. Joe Roberts 
Palace Tom Manahan Co 


Ist half (29-31) 
Medley & Duprey 


(One to fill) 
2d half (2-4) 











Pat Daly Co Large & Morgner 
(One to fill) Lonesome Club 
2a half (1-4) (One to fill) 
NEW YORK 
Gallant’s McCunn Sis 
B & M Johnston Keith Rayne 
Elinor Kerr Tira Kewin 
Cardelli Twins Marie Regan 
Harry Stockwell Joey Chance Bd 


Hale Les Ambassedeurs 
Clayton, Jackson, 
Durante & Bd 
Frankie McCey 
Oakland’s Terrace 
Buddy Kennedy 
Will Oakland’s Rev 
Ada Winston 
Peggy Belton 


Beyer Orch 
Casanova 
Ramon & Rosita 
H Rosenthal Bd 
Club Lido 
Libby Holman 
Moss .& Fontapa 
Bobby Brook Bd 
Chateau Madrid 


Jack White Kay Green 
Pat Harrington Joe Storacy 
Georgia Paine Rosalie Wynne 
Anthony Trini Bd Dot Crowley 
Shirley:-La Mar 
Richman Loretta Flushing 
Morton Downey Mildred Lorraine 


Bankoff & Cannon 
Connie Clayton 
Abe Lyman Bd 


Ceonnie’s Inn 
Swan & Lee 
Jazzlips Rich’rdson 
Leonard Harper Rv 
Le Roy Smith Bd 

Cotten Club 
Dan Healy Rev 
Wells Bryson & M 
Cora La Redd 
Duke Ellington Bd 

Everg 
Le Roy Prinz Rev 
Eddie Davis 
Fawn & Jordan 


CHICAGO 


Edith Murray 
Loomis Twins 
Buddy Howe 
Louis Sales Bd 
Garden Allah 
Castles 
Eddie Clifford 
Cecil Lehman 
Babe Payne 
Lew Lewis Bd 
Golden Pumpkin 
Al Reynolds 
M Sherman Bd 
Green Mill 
T Guinan & Gang 
My Cellar 
Charlie Rose 
Joe Monnone Bd 
Petrushka 
George Nelidoff 
Claude Avrey 
Inna  Miraeva 


Landau's Bd 
Parameunt Hotel 
DuVal 4 
Roy Ingraham Bd 
Silver Slipper 
Dolores Farris 
Beth Miller 
Vivian Hall 
Ginger Snaps 
Jeanne Joyce 
Billy Toy 
Jean Wcodward 
Ben Pollack Bd 
Yacht Clab 
Yacht Club LDoys 
Gwen Rickard 
Lou Raderman Bd 





Alabam 
Earl Tucker 
Kal Al.Hui 3 
Dale Dyer 
Bernie Adler 
Eddie Jackson Bd 
Ambassadeurs 
Esther Durnell 
Theima Villard 
Louis Stover 
Isabelle Gerhardt 
Jimmy Noone Bd 
Beau Monde 
Joe Lewis 
Lillian Barnes 
Jean Gaii 
Natale & Darnale 
Sol Wagner Bd 
Black Hawk 
Coon-Sanders Bd 
Coffee Dan 
Frank Shaw 
Johnny Tobin Ba 


College Inn A Arafeloft 
Lloyd Huntley Bdé M Marusina 
Colosime 


Geo Stcherban Or 
Jules Alberti Bd Stab! 
Snyder & Walton 
Rose Lane 
Jean Jordon 
Angelo De Soto - 

Cotton Club 


Singing Waiters 

Johnny Dodds Bd 
Terrace Garden 

Doc Davis Bd 


Triangle 
Lucino Venable Ray Reynolds 
Mal Alix Jimmy Green Bd 


Walter Barnes Bd Turkish. Village 
Frolics Freddie & His 
Jack Waldron ; 
Geo, McQueen 
Miss Harriett 





ptown 
‘Eddie Varzoo Bd 





WEATHER 


Washington, Dec. 24. 


Weather Bureau has furnished 
“Variety” with the following fore- 
cast for week beginning tomorrow 
(25): ‘ 

Snow or rain Wednesday and 
Thursday night or Friday, and 
again Sunday. 

Warmer over eastern sections and 
colder in western sections. Wednes- 


day; colder in the eastern and 
warmer in the western sections 
Thursday (26). 

Friday, Saturday and Sunday 


temperature will be near normal, 
but with some variation. 





Van Dycke on Own 

Tom Van Dycke, publicity director 
for Gilbert Miller the past year and 
a half, is quitting that post after 
New Year’s to go into legit produc- 
ing on his own. Robert Reud, Broad- 
way p. a. and formerly handling 
Max Reinhardt attractions over here 
for Miller, becomes the latter’s new 
space grabber. 

Van Dycke is reported to have 
purchased American rights to an 
unnamed German play as his first 
producing venture. 





Mojica Finishes Film 
Hollywood, Dec. 24. 

Don Jose Mojica, opera singer, has 
finished his first picture for Fox. 
He has gone to Pittsburgh, where 
he will give one concert before join- 
ing the Chicago Opera. 

In April Mojica returns to Fox to 
make additional features. 





Buffalo Gayety Change 
Roy Van is out at the Gayety, 
Buffalo, as manager and operator. 
Jacobs, candy concessionist in Buf- 
falo, is in charge. 


The house formerly played Co-| 


lumbia burlesque, lately stock, 


| 





' 


| 





look in theatricals will probably be 
for the independent vaudeville field. 
Nowhere else in all of 
ness does 1930 presage such depress- 
ing days. Pessimism rules where 
not long ago optimism rode high, 
wide and crooked. 

Indie vaude’s only hopes of sur- 


show busi- 


vival at all, after a hectic, forbid- 
ding 1928 that has all but sapped 
it entirely, seem to lie in a veritable 
congeries of possibilities. At best 
fall are slim. 

So debilitated is indie vaude at 
the end of 1829 the slightest gust 
of ill wind in 1930 may blow it com 
pletely off the map. 

Indie vaude has been unable or 


too unresourceful to fight back, so 
cataclysmic in character has been 
the “plague” of sound that swooped 
down and began wiping stuff off 
the stage. To this day no one has 
done anything constructive to in- 
ject life into indie vaude, if that 
could have been done. The bad boy 
indie bookers ruined it. Lack of 
showmanship @id the rest. 
Smashing Indies 

In the spring of 1928 the big push 
to eliminate indie vaude began. It 
was at this time that the talkers 
began reaching the smaller towns, 
with theatres wiring in bunches 
and dropping vaude when picture 
salesmen mentioned rentals. 

The typical indie vaude theatre 
had been. playing. pictures and 
vaude, getting the former at a moéd- 
erate cost and using even cheap 
independent filmy. Ineluding the 
vaude show, the musicians, cost of 
picture and all, his everhead was 
at a figure in most cases, consider- 
ing everything, where he could keep 
out of the red. This by cheating 
the booker first and the manager 
second. Often the actor stood in. 

Talkers came and along with it 
the shock, The theatre owner had 
to wire up. He didn’t know how 
to hold what business his vaude 
had left. 

The vaude—especially since sound 
shorts were showing up with big 
stars from the field at chéaper 
prices—was the first element to 
have the cards stacked against it: 
And the average manager was 
aware of the fact that his musi- 
cians and stage crew were eating 
up a lot that wouldn't be gravy 
now with overhead as it loomed: 
What better than to cut vaude and 
by the same stroke eliminate stage 
hands and musicians? Most indie 
theatre owners did just that. 

There are comparatively few 
houses in the indie field having 
large capacities. One indie vaude 
booker claims there never has been 
a single $1,000,000 theatre in the 
field. 

Overboard! 


One of the best indie vaude houses 
in the east before sound entered 
the amusement domain is _ still 
using acts but may be forced any 
minute to eliminate the policy. 


The Shoestringer 


Typical Broadway Legit 
Shoestring Producer: Attitude 
is that he has forgotten more 
than Ziegfeld, Belasco, Cohan 
or. Hammerstein will ever 
know; he’s had four or five 
productions, all flops, but if he 
had done any of them his own 
way instead of listening to a 
flock of dumb play doctors 
three would have been smashes, 

His next production he'll do 
using his own brain only; boy, 
how he can pick scripts—he’s 
dying to get his hands on a 
hot one; this time he wants 
something smart and risque; 
he’s out for class and taking no 
chances; his eyes are “nearly 
burned out of his head,” read- 
ing MSS. 

Has only one in mind—some- 
thing on the order of “Street 
Scene,” but with more “punch.” 
Just needs a little fixing here 
and there, and if he doesn’t 
land something better soon, he 
may use it. 

Will tell you the second act if 
you'll Hsten. Then recounts 
the fortunes that have been 
made on one smash, Tells of 
the stars he has lined up for 
his next play. Too bad he is 
sticking to legit producing be- 
cause he has an operetta from 
the German that would be the 
last word. 

Six a. m., so he beats it. Up 
early, you know. 














Another in@ie which has always 
;}paid well is now averaging around 


/$10,000 gross a week. The house 
jhas to.pay between 2.250 and $2,- 
| 500 for talkers. Figuring the cost 


jot its vaude, orchestra, stage crew 


jand general overhead, it is just 
[barely getting by. Without vaude, 
|Ithough wanted, it might save at 
least that much and may mean an- 
|other deflection from the ranks of 
indie vaude. 

} Until talker rentals come down, 
|if ever, and until the dr: wing power 
of audible pictures wane, also if 
ever, indie theatre owners will in 
jall probability stay as clear of 
vaude bills as at present. But 


| When overhead lessens along with 
ithe draw on talkers and business is 
| slipping a little, it will doubtless be 
these same exhibitors who will rush 
for vaude. 

At the height of the current sea- 
son, 30 split week houses in the 
east, as against more than 100 fore 
merly, are in operation. In many 
cases, through pressure on overe 
head, the appropriations for the re- 
maining 30 have been sadly cut, all 
but putting the indie booker be« 
side himself trying to get shows 
that will stand up. 

The indie bookers have been 
largely to blame and still are to a 
certain extent, even with sound 
well sprouted all over the land. 

One of their greatest obstacles in 
buying attractions has been limit 
on money allowed for shows. An 
indie booker would be allowed, say, 
$1,200 for his show of five acts and 
not a nickel more. 

If the booker went over his ap- 
propriation’ he was hopped on by 
the theatre owner. Not infrequent- 
ly the aroused one went to another 


for weeks, drilling home the selling 
point that hé was paying far more 
fer shows received than he should. 
Exhibitor would flock to other 
agent, who, perhaps had shown him 
fake contracts where an act had 
worked for him less than for the 
preceding booker (this implying 
gypping by other booker). Along 
would come another indie booker 
and talk the indie into making an- 
other change. He’ would, and 
eventually he came to the point 
where he was making the rounds 
of the indie agencies all over again, 
never staying put anywhere, and 
disgruntled at this “vande.” ; 
One Regular Booker 


Of all the bookers, there is only 
one who has been a stickler for 
appropriations, He has turned 
down dozens of houses that came 
to his doors because the owner 
would not allow him 
money to buy a decent five-act 
show with, This indie booker has 
more split weeks than any of the 
eight or 10 still in the field. That 
must be some kind of an answer. 

Unscrupulous indie bookers have 
also hurt by canceNations without 
notice, flukey contracts, stand ins, 
kickbacks, ete, There have been 
plenty of cases where acts were 
promised a certain figure and paid 
off less, with squawks about it do< 
ing no good except convincing 
manager that vaude was a bad 
thing to handle. The indie opera- 
tors eventually became discouraged 
and didn’t know whom to trust. 
Even those who were reliable and 
well established were suspected. 

They never gave an honest and 
industrious booker a chance to show 
what he could do, changing to ane 
other booker before the first had a 
chance to study house, audience, re- 
quirements, etc., as some diligently 
have tried to do. 

The presentation vogue revived 
indie vaude a iittie but only in the 
so-called “dumps” after bookers had 
talked straight film houses into 
using “presentations.” They were 
nothing but a couple of small acts;! 
in other words a measly sort of 
vaude. 

Chains Made Gaps 


Although chain acquisition of 


country brought a big gap in the 
ranks, the bookers do not believe 


cause many of the bigger chains 
have thrown certain houses into 
indie agencies. 

Most use vaude only where essena 
tial, however, side stepping very 
name. 

Indie vaude may pass out alto« 
gether and never return unless in 
another form. And that will mean 
a new era, with little left of the 
| era that now doesn’t seem to have 
| much farther to go. But before this 
}the gyp indie booker must pass— 
he has ruined indie vaude and will 
ruin it again if given the chance, 





agent who had been pestering him.’ 


sufficient 


many indie theatres all over the ™ 


that this alone kills the field, be-. 
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By Abel Green 


ht Clubs 








Paris, Dec. 15. 

Paris nite life is shot. What little 
is left is making a special play for 
the American and British element 
or, at least, any and all who speak 
English. 

A review of the new spots, and 
the new snows, finds the Chateau, 
formerly the Chateau Caucausien, 
a Russian cab., now parenthetically 
billed as the Chez Ord Hamilton. 
Latter is English and a fair piano- 
logist who makes the mistake of 
endeavoring to improve on Cole 
Porter and Noel Coward when 
“Let’s Do It,” “I’m a Gigolo,” et al., 
are basically excellent and should 
not be tampered with. Real hit of 
the place is Rex Evans, from Lon- 
don, and making his first Paris ap- 
pearance, who has grasped the 
Paris idea, Walty Sisters and 
Krotkoff, Alina De Silva, song- 
stress, and Eddie Vitch, talented 
pantomimist, complete the show. 

Chateau is supposedly a class 
spot, and any class room always 
attracts elderly dowagers and their 
gigs. Hence, why the m. c.’s who 
should know better persist in of- 


fending the spenders with songs 
about gigolos is not understand- 
able. Sitting next to three a. k. 


heavyweight femmes, escorted by a 
pair of debonair and sleek Argen- 
tinians, brought that home effec- 
tively. 
Plantation 

What Paris has needed since 
“Blackbirds” seems to be fulfilled 
at the reopened Plantation. This 
Montmartre spot is still under the 
omnipotent Paul Santo’s direction, 
but with Lou Mitchell, colored 
American, as the leading spirit. 

Mitchell came over 12 years ago 
with the war and remained here, 
growing rich with the first colored 
jazz band and later with Mitchell's, 
the first American-type quick 


track. The original Mitchell’s was 
sold out to French interests but 
Mitchell’s name sticks to the rue 
Pigalle eatery which is a gold mine 
with its ritz scale for early da. m. 
breakfast foods, chiefly patronized 
by the theatrical and nite element. 
Such items as 10 francs (40c) for a 
hot dog and seven francs (28c) for 
American coffee—nothing else than 
the concentrated George Washing- 
ton brand—gives an idea of the 
scale. 

Mitchell has now given his name 
to a similar eatery, on the street 
floor of the Plantation, with the 
nite club upstairs. Here, unlike 
America where only Chinese joints 
thrive on one-flight-ups, the class 
spots are either on street level or 
above; very few in the basement. 

The Plantation is an all night 
spot and bids fair to become a gen- 
eral wind-up, Entertainment is fast 
and of the accepted American col- 
ored standard. Quartet of snappy 
gals, a “crazy” male hoofer, other 
specialists, and the Versatile Four 
supply the jazzique. Santo and 
Mitchell copped the quartet away 
from Victor Perisino of the Chez 
Victor. They’re quite a bunch of 
performers, including a couple of 
vocal soloists who ‘snow their lyrics. 


Russian Eagle 

“L’Aigle Russe” is another class 
room, also, perhaps, the most ex- 
pensive restaurant in the world. 
Catering to archdukes, princes, and 
the like, the management cannot 
afford “seconds” in edibles and the 
scale is proportionate. 

This is another Santo enterprise 
with Lee Weiler, American, founder 
of the original Victoire on the 
Boardwalk, Atlantic City, as his 
practical restaurant associate. To 
Weiler belongs no small credit for 
the general quality of everything. 

Russian Eagle is a room which 
does $5,000 a week in wine alone, 
averaging 500 bottles at 250 francs 
($10) a quart (average price) with 
certain vintages running up to 300 
francs. That’s plenty high for 
Paris where there’s no prohibition 
and the vineyards are almost next 
door. Of this $10 a cabaret makes 
$8 profit, costing the house $2 a 
bottle top for the best brands, al- 
though of the $8 margin the Gov- 
ernment collects another $2 for tax. 

Cora Madou, French chanteuse, 
is the big draw. Programs are di- 
vided into two parts, Russian in 
motif until midnight and French for 
Skarjinsky, a 
clever sort of Bert Fitzgibbon, is 
m. c. with his corking specialty of 
rhyming and ad libbing in verse 
about the various personalities at 
the tables. Skarjinsky was at the 
annual dinner of the Anglo-Ameri- 
can Press Club and impressed im- 
mensely. A sympathetic songster 
is Geo. Tristal, tenor, with an al- 
ternating string and jazz orchestra, 
latter Bela Rex’s. Unofficial fea- 
ture of the Russian Eagle is Remi- 
soff, the chef, who, the management 
avers, was cuisine overseer of the 
Imperial Court of Petrograd. Menu 
tends to sustain the ballyhoo. 

Connected with the Eagle is the 
Bar Tienda, which is also a 
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Havana 
By Reve Canizares 





Havana, Dec. 19. 

Saturday, Dec, 14, marked the 
opening of the Seville-Biltmore 
hotel’s winter season. Victor Rod- 
riguez and orchestra of 10 is fur- 
nishing the music. LaFayette and 
LaVerne, dance team, come from 
the Embassy Club, Toronto, for 10 
weeks. Another attraction are the 
Mexican warblers, Altamirano and 
Gonzales, girls. 

Starting New Year’s Eve, Veloz 
and Yolanda open here for 10 weeks. 





Armenonville, Havana’s 
rendezvous, op@ned Dec. 5. 
Place aimed for the class trade 
and is located on the fashionable 
Fifth avenue. Mano Lita Barcelo, 
Spanish dancer, has been engaged 
for the full season. A dance band 
and native combination supply the 
music, 


newest 





Group of circus performers are 
here to join the Pubillones Circus, 
touring the island. In the party 
are Lisseta and Carl Hansen, Rosa 
Castaneda, Francisco Moreno, Ar- 
turo Perez, Margaret, Martha, 
Marie and Hans Lins. 

Two more wired film houses here. 
Apollo and Tosca, both neighbor- 
hoods, have installed RCA small 
reproducers. 








Prado theatre started showing 
“Broadway” with Spanish dialog 
Dec. 16. The first feature with 
Spanish to be exhibited in Cuba. 





Artigas Circus sailed for Mexico 
City after playing six weeks here 
to good business. 





Hilda Allison now dancing at the 
Montmartre cabaret. 





Zackie Moore’s orchestra is at 
the Tokio Club. Zackie Moore and 
his 13 men made the trip from 
Illinois to Florida by car. They 
are doubling at the Campoamor 
theatre. 


Over Pan. Line in Play 


Budapest, Dec. 5. 
One theatrical lawsuit here is the 
case of Chanel, perfumers, VS. 
Ferenc Molnar. 


Molnar’s new play, “One-Two- 
Three,” presents a bank manager, 
who, in order to insure perfect ser- 
vice and efficiency, displays a per- 
sonal interest in the private affairs 
of his secretaries. While dictating 
a business letter, he remarks, “You 
should use Molyneux 22. It is 18 
percent cheaper than Chanel and 
smells 37° percent better.” 

Chanel is suing Molnar for 20,000 
pengo damages, 


Paris Chatter 


Paris, Dec. 15. 
Mario and Norris, American col- 
ored team, last in London, to the 
Beau Brummel, Cannes, for the 
winter, by way of the local Plan- 
tation. 


Having tea in a book store is no 
novelty. W. H. Smith’s bookshop 
has a tea room above it and ap- 
parently does more biz from that 
source, at times, than downstairs. 

Big biz here is “poste privee,” 
meaning a discreet private post-of- 
fice address where secret corre- 
spondence may be mailed, received 
and forwarded between amorous 
parties who would keep such letters 
away from their regular addresses. 
Monthly service costs from six and 
one-half francs to 50 francs ($2) 
annually. One place, in business 
since 1890, does $20,000 annually 
from its 10,000 subscribers alone, 
not counting the many other serv- 
neces and conveniences afforded. 

New Russian Eagle cabaret is the 
most expensive joint in Paris, Per- 
haps in the world. Such items as 
60 francs ($2.40) for a peach Melba, 
or 72 cents (18 francs) for coffee 
gives a rough idea. 














London 


Chatter 





London, Dec, 5. 
All quiet on the West End front. 


Gracie Fields’ pash is a tandem 
auto. 


Insurance for jay walkers. 

There’s actually a move to stop 
tipping. 

Robert Loraine’s busy parrot- 
training. 

“Brief Candles” is Aldous Hux- 
ley’s latest. 

Philis Dare the latest to be 
robbed. 

British film producers have got 
those color blues. 

Chorines dressed in newspapers 
the latest gag to brighten British 
films. 

Not content with getting married, 
the Aga Khan made a talker about 
it. 

Reginald Denham is boasting that 
he was the first to turn down “Jour- 
ney’s End.” 

Christmas revivals include Ian 
Hay’s “Sport of Kings.” 

Adrian Boult becomes M. D. at 
the British Broadcasting Corpora- 
tion in May. 

Anna May Wong’s name, in Chi- 
nese, on her dressing room door. 

So many war books now the re- 
viewers just catalog ‘em under one 
head, 

Leslie French, out of “Mr. Cin- 
ders” to play Puck at the Old Vic. 

With smash-and-grab raids in 
vogue, town has quite a Chicago air, 

Green is the craze color for 
brides. 

You've got to fling “psychological 
breakfasts” if you want to be in the 
swim. 

Looks as though London’s going 
to get as keen on m. c.’s as New 
York, 

Stuart Paton, who left British In- 
ternational after telling ’em what he 
thought of ’em, is over a nervous 
breakdown, 

For signing 100 copies of a limited 
edition, Arnold Bennett got nearly 
as much as he nets in the evening 
papers. 

Robert Courtneidge’s pet is “The 
Damask Rose,’ which he hopes to 
bring to town. 

Folks are suggesting England 
should scoop the first Ibsen talker. 


world about Hollywood. 
With all the floods around, folks 





lunchery. 


P. G. Wodehouse is telling the 


are asking why, with 51 weeks of 
rain, we can’t store enough water 


nual six days of fine weather. 

After shooting two reels of color, 
Elinor Glyn found her two cameras 
were not synchronized. Now talk of 
black and white throughout, 

Henry Oscar and Milton Rosmer 
busy switching each other over as 
to who shall finally play in “People 
Like Us.” Oscar’s three up, and six 
shows to go. 

Film censor’s had sound installed. 
Up to now he’s had the dialog read 
to him while the flicker’s running. 
Town looking forward to its an- 
nual government Xmas present, the 
first income tax demand note. 
Usually arrives in the festive post. 
All the American film men now 
try to pass themselves off as Eng- 
lish gentlemen. And all the English 
gentlemen try to look like American 
film men, 

Town’s got the giggles at the way 
New York spices up “Murder on the 
Second Floor,” by giving London 
police revolvers, 

No big-scale road excavations in 
the theatre belt. Traffic’s getting 
almost passable. 

Two distinguished looking for- 
eigners swindled a number of shop- 
keepers by the camera racket. Posed 
as journalists preparing copy, with 
illustrations, for a South American 
paper, 

While the shopkeepers and assist- 
ants posed, photographers, from the 
strategic position in which the large 
camera had been fixed, transferred 
furs, silks, etc., under cover of the 
black cloth into the box from which 
the camera had been taken. 

Closing scene was an entertain- 
ment for the personnel of a big 
store, two of whose temporary 
members were detectives. 

Financial papers now plugging 
their 100 per cent. Wall Street news 
service in ads. 

Gordon Selfridge, true to tradi- 
tion, grabbed columns by taking 
Carnero to a dance and grabbed 
orders by booking Alec James, star 
footballer, to sell things in his 
sports department during the Xmas 
rush, 

Backstage talkers are flopping. 

Two-inch heels are now the regu- 
lation height. 

Warmest December record. 

Frank Harvey out of “Jew Suss” 
through ill health, 

West End dives are putting up 
notices stopping the girls from 
smoking. Might offend the boys. 





to save us worrying during the an- 


Having endured jazz music from 











Wednesday, December 25, 1929 


~ Anti-American Uproar 


<a 





forget that every adaptation gives 
employment and fame to some 
adaptor or librettist. 

Arguing the native point, the 
“Paris-Soir,” daily journal, says the 
native Frenchman will presently 
have to look for shops displaying 
the sign, “English not spoken here,” 
replacing the familiar “ici on parle 
Francais.” 

One of the signs of the times is 
the growth of the new 5 and 10 
frane store chain, copying the Wool- 
worth technique. The Woolworth 
people have Stores scattered all over 
Europe. 


“Bonnes Nouvelles” 


“Good News,” naively titled here 
“Bonnes Nouvelles” (literal trans- 
lation) is scarcely suitable for the 
French taste, the collegiate idea 
being altogether too American. The 
football gridiron spirit is a deep 
mystery to these nationals. On 
top of that, the piece has been 
grossly miscast, with particular 
reference to Jane Aubert in the 
Constance Lane role played in New 
York by Mary Lawlor. Pierre 
Meyer plays the juvenile lead much 
as though he regarded it as a sort 
of cissy comedy role. 


He is a gorgeous looking crea- 
ture, but not there histrionically 
speaking. Pasquali (he made his 
Paris debut in classical pieces at 
the Odeon) came nearest to clicking 
in the comedy role of Gus Shy. 
Meg Lomonnier played opposite in 
the Inez Courtney role. She seemed 
to be aiming at a Zelma O’Neal im- 
pression but failed to come through. 
The “Varsity Drag’ number pro- 
jected by a group of Allan K. Fos- 
ter girls and boys was the stand- 
out. This dancing group of Eng- 
lish boys and girls is the real hit 
of the show. Rest is a dead loss. 
Nobody can dance, nobody can sing 
and nobody has the comedy trick 
with this alien material. Jane Au- 
bert has no voice and Meyer is a 
vocal fliv. Besides, the heavy pub- 
licity dealing with Mlle. Aubert’s 
court fight with Nelson Morris, the 
Chicago packer, doesn’t mean a 
thing here. 

Just as happened in the case of 
the music of “Hit the Deck” at the 
Mogador, over-familiarity of the 
public with the songs due to the 
mechanicals is a handicap. Poor 
libretto by Andre Willemetz and 
Henri Varna doesn’t help. Charles 
Frank, the behemoth comedian as 
Beef, got something by shrewdly 
following the American production’s 
technique and _ business. Petit 
Jimmy, 14-year-old child comedian, 
would have been a real hit if he 
hadn’t been choked off by Mlle. 
Aubert. They did the same thing 
with the Foster girls. 

Production ideas are a headache 





New York, this town’s sending Old 
English dancing teams to the States. 
American, walking into the pool 
room at a leading hotel, offered to 
play anyone present and give ’em 
a handicap. Youth took him on, 
watched him make five and then 
knocked off 500. Turned out to be 
Lindrum. 

Denis Neilson-Terry booked for 
the lights in “House And the Ar- 
row,” scheduled British talker. 

Robert Loraine and William Pol- 
lock in a huddle because they can’t 
find a femme lead for “The Perfect 
Wife,” which Loraine will shortly 
produce. Pollock authored. 

For the first time in years only 
one revue in town, “The House That 
Jack Built,” at the Adelphi. 

Joe Sacks’ latest is “Dancing 
Shoes,” Not the act. Sounds like a 
musical. Now looking for players 
and others. 

Showmen in the flood areas are 
offering free parking for boats. 

Now that Suzanne’s selling frocks 
in Paris, folks are talking about a 
film comeback for Betty Nuthall. 

H. Lloyd Davies, footballer, and 
Molly Bouchier, out of “Dear Love,” 
engaged. 

Fleet street art dealers have a 
run on Alice White. 

Self-winding watch proving the 
most popular Xmas gift. 

Complete underground railway 
model in central station. Cost 
$10,000 to build, but it draws twice 
that number of rubbernecks a 
minute. 

Gordon Selfridge, towns’ biggest 
store showman, has decked his Ox- 
ford street frontal with a line of 
jack-in-the-boxes, all about 12 feet 
high. Central figure is Santa Claus 
; scaling around 25 feet, 





(Continued from page 3) 


here, They have the American yn. 
dergraduates wearing Eton campug 
coats and caps, while Mlle, Aubert 
wore a freak bonnet and Slasseg 
which were supposed to register 
demureness. Treadmill football 
scene at the finish is really awful 
One new number has been interpo. 
lated, duet for Pasquali and Le. 
monnier called “Baby What!” and 
this is o. k. 
“New Moon” Clicks 

“New Moon,” retitled “Robert le 
Pirate,” with Andre Bauge first rate 
as the: Pirate, is undoubtedly a suc. 
cess at the Chatelet. Answer is that 
the Schwab & Mandel operetta has 
been intelligently adapted to its 
new audience by Albert Willemetg 
with Alexander Fontanes and Maue 
rice Lehmann its sponsors. 


In this remote theatre, holding 
3,000, on the left bank of the Seine, 
this production will prosper, where. 
as “Good News,” another Schwab 
& Mandel musical piece, and 
“Shanghai Gesture,” which have the 
advantage of mid-town location, 
haven’t much ofa chance. 

Romberg’s infectious melodies did 
much to help “New Moon,” while 
the production, the staging and the 
playing of this excellent company 
do much to restore faith in French 
stage art. It proves among other 
things that the French know how 
to stage musical entertainment. The 
difference in the cases under exam-« 
ination is that here the manage« 
ment had the taste and judgment te 
get in tune with French tempera« 
ment and cater to the nation’s lik« 
ing for tuneful music, instead of, ag 
in “Good News” offering alien mae 
terial without compromise. 


Bauge and Danielle Bregis are 
quite the equals of William O'Neal 
and Evelyn Herbert, who created 
the same lead parts in New York, 
while Bach the comedian is as efe 
fective for laugh returns as was the 
original Gus Sry. Janet Flynn, in 
the Nellie Breen role, would be a 
great find for talking pictures, 
playing as though she might be 
partly Irish as the name suggests, 
A great looker as well as a fine 
trouper. 


Production is pretentious, with 
ensembles bringing on 125 people 
and numbers all having choruses of 
25 girls, boys and children. The 
staging is splendid, only criticism 
being that they have done some 
unnecessary padding. This includes 
one questionable olio specialty by 
Bach with a prop baby and one of 
the rawest things to be seen in 
Paris. Still it was uproarously re- 
ceived. 

“Shanghai Gesture” 

The only dramatic offering of the 
new trio from America is “Shang- 
hai Gesture” with Jane Marnac doe 
ing the Florence Reed part at the 
Apollo, This premiere drew the 
Paris critics who panned the pro- 
duction and play for what they 
called its “cinematic gaudiness.” 


Truth is the piece is beautifully 
produced. Its success is in doubt 
owing to the Parisians’ sophisticat- 
ed attitude toward melodrama. In 
this case the audience giggled and 
tittered at Madame Godam’s dra- 
matic speeches in such scenes a8 
the explanation of the exchange of 
babies just after they were born. 

The French are not particularly 
heavy on dogmatic religious beliefs, 
but they resented several of the 
references in this play, notably that 
of the cocained Poppy telling the 
Madame “You’re as much my 
mother as the Virgin Mary.” This 
detail is to be eliminated, said Maj 
Keith Trevor, husband and manager 
of Miss Marnac. 


Playing was a bit slipshod at this 
performance, but it will improve 
with attention and the production 
probably will carry it along. Miss 
Marnac, besides being star of the 
piece, is manager of the Apollo and 
has a considerable following which 
should help. She does very well with 
the part, although missing the sin- 
ister note Florence put into it. Alice 
Field as Poppy and Paulaise as the 
Oriental prince are excellent, and 
Jean Worms as the Englishman is 
satisfactory. 

Charles Mere, president of the 
Dramatists’ Society, did the adap- 
tation, following John Colton’s 
original perhaps too literally in- 
stead of making a free version neare 
er to French preferences. Introduc- 
tory speeches are over-long. Dis 
play of a nude girl, tactfully han 
dled in the New York productio’ 
here is made brutally raw. They 
storm the doors for this detail in 
New York; here it doesn’t mean ® 





thing. Barsac plays the nude. 
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Mrs. Vincent Youmans Poverty 
State Told in Separation Case 


»™ 
vv 





Vincent Youmans, 31-year-old 
composer, who wrote the scores for 
some of the biggest Broadway mu- 
gical comedies, owes $200,000 and 
hasn’t got a cent to pay, his attor- 
new claimed in the New York Su- 
preme Court. Attorney for his wife, 
Anne Varley Youmans, 25, declared 
the composer has just signed con- 
tracts which will bring him $120,000. 

Justice Callahan, who heard the 
argument, reserved decision upon 
Mrs. Youmans’ application in her 
separation suit for $500 a week ali- 
mony and suitable counsel fees, 
after her attorney, Nathan Burkan, 
declared the composer recently 
signed contracts under which Flo 
Ziegfeld will pay him $70,000 and 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer $50,000 more. 

“But Youmans is in a position 
where he must soon pay $200,000 in 
cash and he hasn't a cent,” insisted 
James Tully, of Wood, Malley & 
France, attorneys for Youmans, 

Mr. Burkan declared that You- 
mans had received $188,000 in roy- 
alties from “Hit the Deck,” gives 
half of his income to his .mother, 
Lucy G. Youmans, and gave her a 
Rolls-Royee automobile last year, 
Vincent M. Youmans, the composer’s 
father, who was in the hat busi- 
ness, lives in luxury with the com- 
poser’s mother at Larchmont, N, Y., 
the attorney said. 

The attorney declared that You- 
mans has given his wife but $800 
since last June, $200 of which Mr. 
Burkan said he got himself, so that 
the composer’s wife and two chil- 
dren, twins, might not “starve to 
death.” Mr. Tully replied Youmans 
had paid his wife $150 a week regu- 
larly, but admitted payment was 
stopped when Mrs. Youmans served 
a summons in her suit last July. 

Living Together 

Tully declared that the Youmans 
signed a separation agreement June 
28, 1927, and therefore her separa- 
tion suit “is out of court.” She 
should sue to enforce the agree- 
ment, he argued. Burkan said he 
would prove the Youmans were liv- 
ing together at the Ritz-Carlton on 
June 29, 1927, and that under the 
law the agreement is void, because 
it is against public policy for a man 
and wife to enter such an arrange- 
ment while living together. 

He said he would file a motion 
for the appointment of a referee to 
decide what Youmans is able to pay 
his wife. 

Mrs. Youmans, born in Albany, 
N. Y., declares in her complaint that 
she and the composer were married 
in Philadelphia Feb. 7, 1927, a few 
months before their separation. 
They lived for a while at 45 East 
82d street, and June 1, 1927, rented a 
house in Greenwich, Conn. 

“Our married life in the city was 
quite peaceful, happy and unevent- 
ful,” she says. “Our marital trou- 
bles commenced after we went to 
Greenwich. My husband’s business 
called him to New York city nearly 
every day. His parents lived in 
Larchmont. Since he wanted to see 
his parents frequently, he made al- 
Most daily trips to Larchmont and 
got in the habit of remaining away 
overnight. 

Grew Cool 


“I could see that my husband’s 
family was taking him away from 
me. His love for me, which had 
been very ardent and passionate, 
began to cool. His symptoms were 
those of a man who had grown tired 
of his wife or was interested in 
Some other woman. I asked him for 
a definite statement as to his inten- 
tions. I told him I expected a baby 
early in the fall and that he should 
take an apartment in New York 
city or buy a home. 

“He frankly told me he wouid not 
do either, 

“He told me,” Mrs. Youmans con- 
tinued, “that the responsibility of 
married life was too much for him. 
He said he was temperamental, ex- 
tremely nervous, and that his occu- 
pation as a composer prevented him 
from keeping regular hours and 
leading a normal life. Finally his 
parents openly injected themselves 
into the picture, They and my hus- 
band urged me to go to Reno and 
have my baby there, 

“I finally 


. yielded and went to 
Re no in June, 1927. 

$500 when I left, ana 

bought my ticket. My 
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STEAMED-UP ELECTION 
FOR ‘MAYOR’ MISSES 


Chicago, Dec. 24. 





Randolph street is laughing up its 
at the results| 


market-worn sleeve 
of the “Mayor of Randolph Street” 
election. 


Steamed up by the “Times,” tab, 
with honest intentions, race went 
to that inevitable conclusion which 
makes Chicago an election paradise. 

Only 150,000 ballots were printed, 
but over 200,000, all looking alike, 
were dumped at the polls. 


So when Chris Paschen, building 
commissioner, ran first and Sam 
Gerson, of the Shuberts, second, the 
street began to giggle. Anybody 
voted as many times as he pleased, 
but where the extra ballots were 
printed is unknown. 


Paschen, important cog in Mayor 
Thompson’s machine, sponsors ben- 
efit shows galore, so figured the title 
would give him prestige. 

Gerson has never been a person- 
age here. They ran 1,000 votes 
apart, 

Actors conceded it was publicity 
while it lasted for two unpopular- 
ites who needed it, but lament that 
even a columnist can’t conduct an 
honest election when he wants to. 





NOISY DANCE PLACE 


Newsome Promises to Put Dimmer 
on Sound 








Billy Newsome, 45 West 57th 
street, who conducts a dance studio, 
has to close his windows, move his 
piano to some other part of the 
room so the strains cannot be heard 
outside, and maybe the students will 
have to wear noiseless soles, ruled 
Magistrate McKiniry in West Side 
Court when at least a dozen per- 
sons appeared to tell of the sleep- 
less nights they spend. 

The complainants are residents 
of the fashionable apartment houses, 
Newsome listened to the complain- 
ants tell how they were on the verge 
of a nervous breakdown. “Oh, your 
Honor. The same tune. The con- 
tinual clogs. We cannot sleep,” they 
chorused, 

Everybody has 
move. 

Billy denied the dancing went on 
until late. He told the court 10 
Pp. m. was the latest. The law per- 
mits music until 10. . 

“Your Honor, I will make radical 
changes. I will move the piano and 
close the windows.” 

The Court praised Billy, and 
everybody left with the hopes of 
getting some sleep. 


threatened to 





Aug. 16, 1927; my two children were 
born. On hearing of the birth of 
the two children he sent me $200. 
This was insufficient for my needs. 
I didn’t have enough money to re- 
main in the hospital as long as my 
condition required.” 


Worked as Saleslady 


Mrs. Youmans said she learned 
her husband was in Chicago with a 
second company of “Hit the Deck,” 
and that she went to. the Chicago 
hospital, from where she tried to 
phone to her husband, but he re- 
fused to talk to her, she declared. 
She got a job as a saleslady at $60 
a week in Chicago and brought suit 
for separation there. It was thrown 
out of court because neither was a 
resident of Chicago, she said. Her 
husband then began paying her $150 
a week, and she then went to Flori- 
da with the children. 

Mrs. Youmans said she later 
moved to Peekskill, N. Y., but she 
was constantly annoyed there by 
men on whom her husband was 
spending large sums to have her 
watched. When the men tired of 
prowling about her yard at night 
and tried to break into the house, 
she said she moved to Jackson 
Heights, L. IL, where her husband 
sent an emissary to tell her he 
wanted a divorce. Her husband 
would not communicate with her 
himself, she said. 

“I am living in poverty,” she de- 


He gave me/clared, “trying to keep a roof over 
his father| the heads of myself and my two | 
husband ! sickly children, with scarcely enough | 


promised to send me all the money | clothes to keep us warm in this cold 


I neede3, but sent none. By the end |weather and scarcely enough to 
of August I found myself penniless. | eat.” 





Experienced! 





Hollywood, Dec. 24. 

Joe Brown (not the come- 
dian) and Joe Reilly qualified 
for jobs as technical directors 
on Fox’s screen version of 
“Louis Beretti” because Brown 
used to run speak jernts in 
New York, and Reilly, then a 





Heutenant detective, would 
close them up. 
7 Story is centered around 
adventures in New York un- 
| derworld. 











Square’s ’Bo Ban 


Coppers of the mendicant squad 


are throwing a dragnet for pan- 


catching them in a touch spiel are 


chasing them out of the Times 
Square sector on general principle. 

Coppers have established a dead- 
line between Herald Square and 
Columbus Circle until after the 
holidays, figuring the festive sea- 
son will bring an alien mob of 
grifters and grafters to Broadway. 

No arrests so far, main pro- 
ceedure being for a copper to pick 
the record men out of the parade 
of hopping the next subway out 
of passersby and giving them choice 
or else. 


LOW BOOZE PRICES 


(Continued from page 1) 








Champagne (same), $65-$100. 
Sparkling Bergundy (same), $75- 


$110; Cordials, $50-$55; Brandy 
(same), $45-$70. 
Absinthe (not easily procur- 
able), $175-$185; Light Wines 
(same), $40-$50. 
The tale above indicates that 


this will be the toughest holiday 
period, so far as profits are con- 
cerned, that the bootleggers have 
ever had. Some booze handlers 
claim they are selling the liquor 
at an acual loss to unload their 
stocks on hand, 





L. A. Staff Switch 
Los Angeles, Dec. 24. 
Henry Duffy switched Jay Wil- 
liams, manager of the President, 
Seattle, to the President here, with 
Ira LaMott going from the local 
house to the Dufwin, Oakland, re- 


handlers with records, and when not} 





BRAZEN SPECS 
Working Like East Side Clothes 
Boys for Gyp Sales 








Ticket specs of the small fry type 
are using plenty of cappers and 
steerers, operating brazenly in front 
of theatres, not giving a rap whom 
they solicit and escort to their tick- 
et offices a few doors away. 





|four hits has proven a bonanza to 


| the boys selling upstairs locations, 
| with the intake plus gyp rating the 
| cubbyhole operators $900 or better 
weekly. 

i This operating outfit has four 
| men spotted at each house, taking 
| stand when box office opens daily 
and sticking long after curtain 
| time. Several employed are stu- 
dents, on a small weekly salary 


which they’re glad to pick up as pin 
money. 


BAD BRUSH FIRE SWEEPS 





Dec. 24. 
players and 


Hollywood, 
than 100 
executives on their way to lunch on 
Hollywood Boulevard were picked 
up by police and firemen and forced 
to fight the worst brush fire in the 
history of the city. 

It burned over 1,000 acres of for- 
est land and threatened scores of 
homes in the Los Angeles district. 
In all 4,000 men were taken off the 
streets and pressed into service. 

Much of the burned area was in 
Griffith Park, favored location spot 


More film 


for picture companies. Scenes for 
Universal’s “Western Front” were 
being taken at the time. As the 


company was picking up to go back 
to the studio fire marshals corralled 
the players and workers and put 
them to fire-fighting. 

Fifteen employes of Paramount 
were taken during the-lunch hour 
for similar service. Other studios 
contributed, 

For awhile both the Universal 
and the First National studios were 
in danger, but a shift in the wind 
enabled the fire-fighters to get the 
blaze under control. The dense 
smoke that swept throughout the 
city made exterior shooting at all 
the studios an’ impossibility. 








Searchlight Ballyhoo Is 
Spreading; From $75 to 
$11,000 Jobs in 7 yrs. 





. Hollywood, Dec. 24. 

That ubiquitous searchlight-bally- 
hoo which always works in Holly- 
wood is a crowd collector devised 
and developed locally. Searchlights 
to attract a throng is Hollywood’s 
own idea, one of the phenomena 
that. is part of the town, a business- 
getter. Originator of the scheme 
is the Otto K. Oleson Co., which 


launched the first beam attack 
seven years ago. 
Hollywood’s searchlights draw 


people as surely as applause greets 
the American flag over here. Repe- 
tition of the stunt does not dull 
its appeal, for it is based on the 
good old moth-to-the-flame adage. 
Its continued success proves that 
people flock to light at night with 
the same consistency that tradition 
has allotted to insects. 

Quick to appreciate the advan- 
tage of a crowd for the opening of 
a new project, local business has 
become the biggest user of Holly- 
wood's searchlight ballyhoo. No 
commercial endeavor is now launch- 
ed hereabouts without its million 
candle power announcement. 
Whether it be a new real estate 
development, a gas station, or a 
hot dog stand, searchlights tell the 
world. Even local banks are not 
too conservative to make use of so 
garish a stunt. 

Picture premieres and _ search- 
lights are, of course, synonymous, 
'and film stars giving private parties 





fhave used the beacon for their 
| guests 

Something for Nothing 

| Immediate response to search- 


lights on the part of the citizenry 
is due to their curiosity, the uni- 
| versal hope of getting something 
for nothing—the free-lunch theory. 
| Openings are put on in a big way 
‘out here. There is always some- 
thing free. Candy stores give away, 


auto agencies hold raffles, shops 
hire orchestras, grocery stores hand 
out loaves of bread, There are al- 
ways souvenirs. Passing motorists 
have learned, when glimpsing 
searchlights from the road to hie 
themselves swiftly to the souree. 
The chances of taking something 
away free are too enticing to be 
ignored. 


neer in the searchlight business 
here. Starting with just the jdea 
it has grown to an investment of 
$225,000 in equipment alone. The 
first job was seven years ago, was 
improvised with two old govern- 
ment searchlights and a gasoline 
generator. Now, the power com- 
panies are glad to supply the juice 
without charge. It all helps busi- 
ness. Lately, floodlights have been 
combined with searchlights for 
these openings. While the search- 
lights silently call those from far and 
near, the floodlights focused upon 
the building single it out. 


Minimum charge to “open” a 


business is $75, which means a 
three hour job with two search- 
lights, three floodlights and three 


men to twirl the lamps. The open- 
ing of the last Hollywood Boule- 
vard shopping season, the biggest 
job done so far by the Oleson out- 
fit, listed 51 searchlights and 75 
floodlights and cost the Hollywood 
Boulevard Association $11,000. 
Searchlight openings are spread- 
ing the length of California. San 
Diego, San Francisco, and outlying 
ltowns are learning. Even New 
| York has tasted it, but not tothe ex- 
tent they do it out here. So it’s 
not always those northern lights 
you see in summer’s night skies. 
It may be the reflection of a Holly- 





wood opening. The “ice” on the 
femme screen stars helps, you 
know. 


A side street in the 40's housing | 


1,000 ACRES NEAR L. A. 


The Oleson company is the pio-' 


XMAS AUCTIONEERING — 
IN TIMES SQUARE 


‘What am I bid for this 77 ‘point 
blue, in fact I dare say blue white 
diamond ring. Step up and look at 
it, gentlemen. It doesn’t cost any- 
thing to look. Just admire the bril- 
liancy of the stones and the admir- 
able settings. A gentlemen’s ring 
which even a millionaire would be 
proud to possess. 





“Again I say, what am I bid? Will 
anybody offer $200? 175? 150? What, 
$30? Gentlemen, be sensible. The 
lsetting alone is worth that much.” 

The spiel of the Times Square 
auctioneer. During the holidays 
the rush to purchase Christmas 
gifts at bargain prices makes these 


; auction stores a very good free show. 
1A haven for the gift shopping suckers 
who believe that through these 
auctioneering emporiums they will 
secure a gift for brother or sister 
worth twice the money paid, and 
if it isn’t, say they, it gives that 
impression anyway. 

During the holiday week and the 
week prior to it,. these bidding 
|stores are jammed with Christmas 
shoppers. 

The auctioneers cajole and plead. 
They show advertisements repre- 
sented as facsimiles of objects 
which they sell from anywhere from 
100% to 500% cheaper. 

Frequently the auctioneers con- 
front the buyer with the fact that, 
after all, he has been a _ sucker. 
They do that with an innocent air, 
knowing well enough that a cus- 
tomer buys barely more than one 
gift, especially when a fair price 
is paid for it. They will hold up a 
wrist watch represented as, “A 
Glotz make, advertised throughout 
the country. We only carry stand- 
ard makes, here is a watch, my 
friends, that retails for $75. It is 
stem set, platinum finish and car- 
ries 17 jewels. Take out the works, 
Joe, and show them what it’s like. 
Just listen to that tick, will you? Did 
you ever hear anything so regular? 
If you have a watch like this you 
won't need another for the rest of 
your life. The band alone is worth 
$3, a Blitz make, advertised every- 
where and fits any wrist. What 
am I offered? Speak up gentlemen. 
Of course I don’t expect $75 for it. 
Just giye a reasonable offer to start 
the bidding. 

“Ah, the gentleman, says $5. $5 
for a watch like this. It almost 
makes me laugh, but as I said, 
gents, I never turn down an offer. 
Who'll say six? There we are, six, 
six, six, seven, seven, eight, eight. 
$10 offered, who'll say 11? Going 
for $10, going, it’s a bargain at five 
times that much. Going, going, you 
certainly will never regret a buy like 
this. Going, going, it’s the one oppor- 
tunity today. Going, going, going. 
Sold to that gentleman for $10. 
You couldn’t get a watch like that 
for six times this amount anywhere 
in the world. That man knows 
value when he sees it.” 

The next moment the auctioneer 
takes out an exact replica of the 
wrist watch just sold, After a little 
bartering, he gets rid of it for $5.50. 


J. J. Ward Dies at Sea 


A cable was received in New York 
last week from ‘Terry Turner 
aboard the “Berengaria,” at the time 
bound for London, that John J. 
Ward, 39, president of the Bingham 
Photo Engraving Co., had died in 
his stateroom of sinus trouble. 
Messrs, Turner and Ward were 
making the trip together, Ward en 
route for Germany to consult spe- 
cialists, while Turner was headed 
for London and Europe. 

The body remained aboard the 
boat, and is expected to reach New 
York Jan, 2. 

Mr. Ward is well known among 
Times Square theatrical men. He is 
survived by his widew, whom he 
married only recently. 


New Year’s Amateur Nite 
May Not Be So Amateur 


A pot filled with gold (about 
$150) will be given away New 
Year’s Eve to the act donating its 
services and making the biggest hit 
at the Artists and Models Ball. 

Event takes place in a New York 
armory. 




















Next to the stage door of the 
Palace Theatre will be the 
new home of 


MRS. GERSON’S GRILL 


11 Years on Broadway and 
Moving 
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Inaccurate Biographies 
CLAYTON, JACKSON and DURANTE 





By Claude Binyon 


The “Variety” mugg addressed 
Bway’s trio of philosophers collec- 
tively. 

‘Where at,” he asked, “was youse 
born?” 


Lou (Innie) Clayton looked at 
Jackson. Eddie (Minnie) Jackson 
looked at Durante. Jimmy (Moe) 


Durante looked like a Belgian rid- 
ing to hounds. 

‘IT love you,” Durante said sim- 
ply. Clasping the “Variety” re- 
porter to his bosom, he kissed him 
tenderly with warm, red lips. There 
was silence for a moment. 

“I suppose,” said the “Variety” 
mugg quietly, “there will be the 
usual legal formality? We will be 
married in the city hall, I take it?” 

“Okay, podner,” says Durante. “l 
4ust wanted tuh see if youse could 
take it.” He threw his hat to the 
floor and reached for another. 

Nobody laughed. 

He threw that 
and reached for 
laughed. 

“I am defeated,” he said sullenly. 
“There apparently is no market for 
buffoonery here.- I shall relapse 


hat to the floor 
another. Nobody 


into a cultured gentleman once 
again. 

So saying, he grabbed his nose 
by the throat and choked it to 


death, 
Ga‘e of laughter. 


“Ah,” sighed Durante. “Laughter 





—how I love it!” He grabbed his 
nose by the throat and choked it to 
death again. 

Nobody laughed. 

Durante muttered. 


Question Answered 
“What?” answered Clayton and 
Jackson, 
“Are you three lousy bums?” 
asked the mugg. 
“tT speak for myself,” replied 


Jackson. “I am a mammy singer, 
raised on Aunt Jemima’s buckwheat 
cakes "way down south. Possibly 
these other two bums are lousy.” 

*T ain't,” retorted Lou Clayton. 
“IT am a dancer—a tap dancer, as 
we of the elite affectionately call 
it.” He smiled loftily. “I am a tap 
dancer,” he repeated, smilingly 
rather uncertainly. Durante gazed 
at him cynically. Clayton's face 
became suffused with a blush. 

“All right,” Lou conceded, “I’m a 


hoofer.” 

“And what a hoofer!” exclaimed 
Jackson. 

*T get yuh, pal—I get yuh,” mut- 
tered Clayton. 

“About muhself,” interpolated 
Durante, “I was born in deah ole 


Kaintuck, on Bar Z ranch, Gawgia. 
[I am a suthenuh. Muh people was 
poor, but they loved theah Jimmy 
and sent him to t’ree collidges. 
“After much educashun had been 
developed I looked about for a ca- 
reer. I wanted to be a awthur, but 
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THEATRE GUILD PRODUCTIONS 


METEOR 


By S. N. BEHRMAN 


GUILD Thea., 52nd St., W. of B’way 
Evgs. 8:50. Mats. Thurs. & Sat., 2:40 


RED RUST 


By KIRCHON & OUSPENSKY 
MARTIN BECK Thea., 45th & 8th Av. 








Evgs. 8:46. Mats. Thurs. & Sat., 2:40 


GAME OF 
LOVE and DEATH 


ROMAIN ROLLAND 
BIL ORE TH., 47th St., W. of B’ 
Evgs. 8:50. Mats. Thurs. & Sat., 2: 
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JACK DEMPSEY _,-iMon 


JAMES J. CORBETT and NEIL O'BRIEN 
Skelly Heit Revue; Other Acts 


os SYST. ki 


Wednesday te Friday, Dec. 25 to 27 
HARRY CARROLL and His Big Revue 


Herbert roe yt Senter; Others 
BUDDY ROGERS—Ali Talk 
“HALF WAY TO HEAVEN” 











Thea., W. 44th St. . 8:10. 
BELASCO fitts:, Tints: ri, Sat, 2:40 


DAVID BELASCO Presents 


It’s a Wise Child 


A New Comedy by Laurence E. Johnson 








Theatre, W. 45th St. Eves, 8:50 
AVON Mats. Wed., Thurs, & Sat, 2:50 
Dir, A. L. Erlanger 
Brock Pemberton Presents 


Strictly Dishonorable 


Comedy Hit by Preston Sturges 
Staged by Antoinette Perry & Mr. Pemberton 
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Wednesday te Friday, Dec. 25 to 27 

WEAVER BROTHERS : 

ROY ROGERS; “IS HOME FOLKS’ 
BUDDY ROGERS—All Talk 
“HALF WAY TO HEAVEN” 








PREMIERE SHOWING 
at STRAND Prices 
“THE 


Alice WHITE in GIRL 
WOOLWORTH’S” 


The Princess of Pep in Another 
All Talking HIT 


from 


Hem eee Warner Bros. D N.Y 
Mi t o Be 
snow 11:30 |" 1 RAN Bklyn. 











STREET SCENE MOVES 


From PLAYHOUSE to 
ANOTHER THEATRE on 


FRIDAY, DEC. 27 


Extra New Year's Week Matinees 
Mon., Tues., Wed. and Sat. 


For further information see daily 





papers 





2 WARNER BROS. ! 
VITAPHONE HITS 


JOHN 


BARRYMORE 
In His First Talking Picture 
“GENERAL CRACK” 


Warner Bros. Thea. | Daily, 2:45, 8:45 
Bway & 52d St. | Sun., 3, 6, 8:45 








ARTHUR HOPKINS Presents 


“HALF GODS” 


A New Play by Sidney Howard 


. 45th St., W. of B'way 
PLYMOUTH Bree eb. Mats. Thurs, & San 


50th St & 7th Ave. Dir, 
R OX ' S. Lb. Rothafel (ROAv., 





William For Presents 
First Time at Popular Prices 


“CHRISTINA” 


with JANET GAYNOR—Talking 
' Sensational Xmas Show—“‘Babes in the 
Woed’’—“Wedding of the Painted Doll’ — 
Other Novel Features—Midnight Show 


O 
X 





GEORGE ARLISS 
“DISRAELI” 


Central Theatre | Daily, 2:45, 8:45 
B’way & 47th St. | Sun., 3, 6, 8:45 














“The Mysterious Island” 


Technicolor, Dialogue and Sound 
with Lionel Barrymore and Lioyd Hughes 


On the Stage: LOU HOLTZ in “LACELAND,” 
Arthur Knorr’s Colorful Extravaganza 


Capitet Grand Orchestta, Bunchuk conducting 





CAPITO B'way & Gist St. 


Major Ed. Bowes, 
Mng. Director 


the publick was callin’ fer me and 
muh songs.” 

Called Jimmy 
“What was they callin’, 
boy?” asked Jackson. 
“T dinna ken,” mumbled Jimmy 
sadly. “It was a foreign tongue 
they was speakin’.” He sighed. 
“So I sang,” he said. “I give ’em 
my all. I poured muh. heart out— 
and they laughed.” His eyebrows 
shot up indignantly. “They laughed 
at Durante a-givin’ his all!” 
“What time is it,” asked Clayton. 
“We'll miss our subway,” said 
Jackson, “We're playin’ a Bowery 
benefit for a free flop.” 
“Cease!” cried Durante. “Listen 
to the story of Jimmy Durante, the 
artiste!” 
“Huh?” said Clayton, dubiously. 
Durante took a prattfall to at- 
tract attention. Dusting himself, he 
continued: 
“The t’ree of us has come up to- 
gether. We has played vaudyville, 
legitanit, cabarets, Murphy’s Bath 
and pictures. But we remains the 
same lovable felluhs we always 
was.” Emotionally he kissed each 
of his partners. 
Durante was sobbing. “We are 
pals,” he whimpered. “They may 
kick us and bruise our pale white 
faces, but we is pals.” 
“Guess I'll go,” said the Variety 
muge. He walked to the door and 
quietly closed it on the riotous 
scene of mother love. He heard 
kicks and muffled groans as he 
stumbled into the clean, fresh air. 
Mother love! ... Gad! 


Stage Shows 


(Continued from page 19) 


Jimmy 





York became aware of their exist- 
ence and began showing interest in 
them as box office attractions. Pub- 
lix was the cheer leader for the 
presentation idea and through the 
circuit’s furtherance, the presenta- 
tion ultimately gained an inroad in 
ghe ea@. 

But has New York ever gone into 
raptures about presentations, or 
anything else for that matter? The 
answer is obvious in a metropolis 
where a bored populace mistakes 
ennui for sophistication and the su- 
perficial for the real. 

Little B’way Interest 

As for the presentation thing 
proper, Broadway.has shown less 
interest in its development than 
any other and less important stem 
in the show world. Over the length 
and breadth of the street there are 
only three presentation houses: 


ROUND THE SQUARE 


Where’s the Publicity Angle? 

Report from Hollywood has it that femme screen stars, led by Billie 
Dove and Corinne Griffith, are organizing clubs in behalf of the perma- 
nence of short skirts, in answer to film land’s currently adopted fashion 
craze for trailing and swishing garments. 

Screen girls contend that the abbreviated dresses not alone provide 
freedom of movement and physical comfort, but allow a great deal of 
expression in setting off shapely figures. 








Surprising Father, Far Away 

Horace Brahm and his wife, Gladys, held a recorded conversation last. 
ing two and one-half minutes in Mrs. Benjamin Caruso’s studio, New 
York. 

The finished disc was sent to Mr. Brahm’s father, ill in an English 
hospital, as a Christmas remembrance, As Brahm, Sr., has never seen 
his daughter-in-law, the talk may be a temporary substitute. Mr. Brahm 
is with “Street Scene,” going to Chicago with the switch of the show's 
companies. 





A Double-Cross at Sea 

When Flo Macfadden sailed on the “Mohawk” with her cabaret show 
troupe of girls for the Keeney racetrack at Jacksonville, Miss Mac- 
fadden and Joey Benton secured a stateroom suite. After the first day 
they did not care so much for the rubber necking table collection, so 
decided to have all of their meals in the room. 

A rule of the ship is that no meals may be served in staterooms unless 
through illness. Miss Macfadden told Miss Benton she had better take 
the slap for that and send out a seasick call. At the first indoor meal, 
the steward informed Miss Benton just what she could eat when sea- 
sick and stuck around to see she didn’t eat anything else. Joey's full 
meal was tea and toast, with Flo making it double for her portions. 

The boat's officers said they had never heard of anyone recovering 
from severe attack of seasickness as quickly as did Miss Benton. She 
was all over the dining room table for the next meal. 





Pincus Sent Into Panic 

Joe Pincus, Al Woods and Alan Dwan returned from Paris on the last 
tempestuous trip of the “Bremen.” The boat was nearly three days 
overdue, delayed by storms at sea. Its passengers thought they had 
stood about the limit just before it abated. 

At its peak Pincus received a wireless telling him to prepare to return 
on the same boat, signed by Winnie Sheehan, and the wire said Shee- 
han would go with him. Innocently, unknowing of the frame between 
W@ods and Dwan, through which he got the wireless, Pincus conferred 
with them. He avowed never, not on that boat. His companions con- 
doled with Pincus, but finally advised that orders were orders; he had 
better be a good soldier. 

After 24 hours of this arguing and with Pincus dying worse each time, 
he at last succumbed. Pincus wirelessed Sheehan in New York okay, he 
would go back with him and not take his luggage off the ship. That 
doubled up the frame, since Sheehan had no knowledge of it. 

When Pincus landed there was an explosion. He’s off Woods and 
Dwan for life. 





Paramount, Capitol and Roxy. It is 
an unprecedented record for,New 
York in proportion to any other key 


branch of the business. It has 
“made” more acts than anything 
else. 








city in the country. 

With all the radical changes tak- 
ing place in theatredom of today 
the presentation policy remains 
stable and staple. From a point of 
vantage to actors it has and still is 
doing more for them than any other 





While vaudeville may be tottering, 
musical comedy wavering and talk- 
ing pictures continuing to hold the 
upper hand,. presentations will go 
on. Perhaps in a different, periodi- 
eally revised form, but still pres- 
entations 
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St., Saranac 








riand-Tooled Leather Goods of 
HARRY NAMBA and VE 


Gifs made by Patients from 


Show Business in Saranac, N. Y. 


For: the. real holiday spirit, order gifts made by hand in the 
workshops of patients from the show business now in Saranac who 
have spent long hours conceiving beautiful and appropriate articles. 


Beautiful Flowers and Dolls, OLGA KALININ, 80 Park Ave., Saranac 


Attractive Hand-Made Dolls May Be Ordered from HELEN CURTIS, 7 Front 


Oil Paintings, Canes and Painted Pillow Cases, FRANK MICKEY WALSK, 
80 Park Ave., Saranac 


Order Mow for the Holidays 
And Also Make Happy the Patient Patients of Saranac 


all Sorts and Monogramed Silver Ash Trays, 
RNON LAWRENCE, 80 Park Ave., Saranac 
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Broadway and the talker pictures 
went to Santa Claus’ head. That 
venerable set of whiskers with the 
reindeers and bag of toys must 
have been playing the Main Stem 
instead of the Arctic regions. 

He isn’t giving things away. But, 
jike the night club, has affixed a 


| fee—not unlike a couvert—which is 


staggering. He’s handing out checks 
for his bounties—checks such as the 
eashier of a take-joint is accus- 
tomed to tally. 

It is an unhappy thing that Santa 
Claus must be linked with scandal. 
Yet the man behind the bush has 
no out. It’s established’ that in- 
stead of his chimney routine, Santa 
was ripping around the joy dens 
of the Street. Using a false name 
and dyeing his beard to travel in- 
cog. 

Santa Claus has turned playboy. 
Until this year he had a sterling 
record. Always on the job and a 
swell fellow. But one can’t play 
stage-door and night clubs without 
acquiring a different slant—espe- 
cially on the cost of dolls. 

So, it must come’ out in print 
that the heretofore charming bene- 
factor has this Yuletide charged as 
high as seven to $15,000 for each of 
his keenest dolls. ‘That kind of 
money will procure the last word in 
a Broadway doll. Santa has in- 
cluded an amazing upkeep, which 
makes the original cost of his best 
dolls insignificant. 

Take a look at some of his pips. 
You are now gazing into a show- 
case. Not unlike a stage. It has 
a spotlight. Footlights, A leading 
lady and an ensemble of the pret- 
tiest dolls. Are you astonished to 
see them in sables, ermine and sil- 
ver fox. Or do you believe the 
brooch that the leading lady wears 
is genuine? Weil, it’s good for 
$5,000 in any shop with three balls. 

Maybe you don’t believe the rings 
she wears are real. Or perhaps 
you think the studded wrist watches 
thé dolls are wearing don’t keep 
time. You better take that up with 
the importers of them, They cost 
as much as the best you will ever 


) strap to your wrist. 


No Risks 
Santa.Claus’. Broadway; dolls: are 
on a par with the ritziest show girls 
you’ve met. And in some respects 
No chance of ap- 
Ppendicitis -or catching -cold. And 
more, they are talented. That lead- 
ing lady can talk....You don’t be- 
lieve it?....Well, just call the man- 
ager and he'll say presto, and it’s 
-10 to 1 you'll think you're at a talker 
picture. She will talk or sing. Yes, 
-sir—sound and effects. She’s wired. 
' If you know anything about furs 
_@nd their cost, you will readily es- 
timate the price of that 36-inch sil- 
ver fox coat. Or the prices of 
the coats on the other dolls, wearing 
Wraps such as you see only at a s0- 
‘(¢iety affair, premiere or similar 
function. And most of these dolls 
dance. They dance alone or with 
_Male partners. See the ‘boy escorts 
‘in the opposite case—regular gig- 
slos. They can be attached to the 
ensemble dolls and do as good if not 
| &better tango than you. Few show 
_ girls can boast so much versatility. 
Santa has at last perfected a doll 
of unbreakable, non-inflammable 
celluloid. They have a peaches and 
¢rmam complexion, which must be 
attended to regularly to retain the 
original color. Each purchaser re- 
, Ceives a pamph'et of instructions 
— a case of ingredients to pre- 
- Serve the schoolgirl glow. 
4 Oil 
Instructions in developing the 
tone quality of the talker voice, 
with directions for adjusting the 
Same to pitch, are also included. 
e legs and arms must be oiled 
for dancing. The old dolls used to 
of wax, bisque and stockingette. 
They were as fragile as a Broadway 
doll. Now you can imagine the up- 
keep on Santa’s newest production. 
He has spent so much time im- 
Proving the hair and lines of his 
dolis that all other toys have suf- 
fered. Of course, he hasn't entirely 
®verlooked the others, But last 
year he put so much time in on 
4eroplane stock, because of the 
Mdbergh craze, that that depart- 
Ment is about perfect. One can get 
& toy Sikorsky amphibian for as 
Much as $500 to $1,000. But that 
You learned last year. The Zeps 
Season are way into big money. 




















Aeroplane games have been im- 
Pfoved and some new ones put out. 
In one of the stores is a train set 

atable. It is marked $2,500. The 
~emotive is the counterpart of the 
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Santa Claus’ Newest $15,000 Dolls 
Can Talk, Sing, Glow and Dance 











BASS K.0.’S MORGAN; 
WAS 4 TO 1 FAVORITE 


By JACK PULASKI 
Benny Bass, of Philadelphia, won 
the world’s junior lightweight 
championship from Tod Morgan 
when he knocked out the champ in 
the first minute of the second round 

at the Garden Friday night. 
“Smart” bettors seemed willing 
to lay any price on Bass. Morgan 
supporters could have gotten as 


high as four to one. Rarely has a 
title holder gone into the ring with 
that price against him. The odds 
seemed almost too tempting to 
short enders, but the layers knew 
what they were doing. 

In the first round Morgan put up 
quite an exhibition of boxing and 
socking. Perhaps Bass took Mor- 
gan’s hitting ability a bit too light- 
ly, for he received a couple of rights 
that straightened him out. Near 
the end of the round, when Morgan 
was shooting both hands, Benny got 
in close and slammed to the champ’s 
body, and when the bell clanged 
Morgan seemed a bit bewildered by 
the body blows. He was none too 
steady going to his corner, probably 
having had the wind pounded out 
of him. 

Second’ round saw Bass quickly 
lash out with two stinging left 
hooks, then a clean right smash to 
the jaw and Tod was down. It 
didn’t look as though he could get 
up, but he did. Another right to 
the jaw and there was a new cham- 
pion. Morgan struggled to get up, 
but couldn’t make it. They carried 
Morgan to his corner. 

As regards the odds, it was pretty 
well known that the first good boy 
to meet Morgan would beat him. 
Tod had the title for four years... Al 
Singer could have beaten him last 
year, but is pointing for the light- 
weight crown. 


Morgan Never Drew 


Morgan never was much of a 
draw here for’ the reason that he 
is a light hitter. Bass will do more 
as the’ champion of the division be- 
cause he can sock and showed class 
in several fights last season. 

Semi-final of eight rounds be- 
tween Al Ridgeway, of - Bayonne, 
and Nel Tarleton, of England, went 
on last and held the fans, The 
feathers argued it out in every ses- 
sion. The Britisher is a busy type 
of fighter and seemed to be out in 
front until the last round. 

Throughout the final three min- 
utes the boys slugged it out, mostly 
on the ropes, one or the other hav- 
ing his back to the strands. Tarle- 
ton appeared to tire but occasional- 
ly slammed oue over. But it was 
Ridgeway’s showing at the close 
which won him a shade. 








ILL AND INJURED 


Marie James, burlesque, conva- 
lescing. 

James Marsh, formerly of “Dim- 
pled Darlings” (Mutual), ulcers of 
stomach. 

Jake Newman, operated upon for 
gall stones last week at the Ford 
hospital, Detroit. 

Chris Cornalla (Cornalla and 
Coughlin) ill in Ravenswood hos- 
pital, Chicago. 

Philip WHirshoff, veteran vaude 
producer, seriously ill of bronchitis 
at the Wacker hotel, Chicago. 

Manny Gottlieb, Cincinnati branch 
manager for Universal, is in the 
Jewish hospital there convalescing 
following an operation for appendi- 
citis. 

John Irving Fisher, m. c. at, the 
Fox, Washington, confined in the 
George Washington hospital recup- 
erating from a break down. 

Paula Hemminghaus, NBC con- 
tralto, Chicago, suffered a broken 
arm in taxi accident. 

W. S. Rainey, NBC production 
manager, Chicago, recovering from 
an operation. 

T. B. Frawley, NBC actor, Chica- 
g0, back in studio after month’s ill- 
ness. 





finest electric train that courses the 
devious Rocky Mountain range. If, 
as one Park avenue father, you 
would care t» add to the equipment, 
it is possible to have a train set 
that sets you back $10,000. 

Such figures indicate that Santa 
has taken his Broadway seriously. 


ALLEGED ‘SPEAK’ MOB 
HELD WITHOUT BAIL 


Sticking up “speaks” in the the- 
atrical district seems to be a soft 
racket. The racketeers have been 
operating for some time. They feel 
the whisperlow owners cannot 
squawk. Detectives Bert Maskiell 
and John Walsh arrested two 
brothers whom they allege have 
been identified. 


The defendants are Harry Lawlor, 
29, 1230 Bay street, Rosebank, 
Staten Island, and his brother Fran- 
cis, 25, of the same address. They 
asked Magistrate Gotlieb to adjourn 
the hearing for a future date in West 





Side Court. It was put off until 
January. 
James Smith, manager of the 


Ship A’hoy, 53 West 5bist street, 
avers he was stuck up by Harry and 
another man not Francis, about 
10 P. M., Dec. 8, Harry was the 
spokesman and brandished a gun, 
asserted the sleuths. 

Smith was ordered to be quiet. 
Harry then went to the damper 
and cleaned it of $110. Leaving the 
place he warned Smith to make no 
compiaint or suffer the results, the 
cops state. Smith identified Harry 
Lawlor, the cops said, 


Whispered 
The brothers were identified for 
robbing Archibald. Franks and 


James Richards, 41 West 5ist street, 
operators of a restaurant. The pair 
of defendants entered, asserted the 
gendarmes. Harry whispered his 
deadly mission to the owners of 
the establishment. Harry kept his 
hand on his sack coat pocket indi- 
eating he carried hardware. 


Harry then went to the till and 
emptied it of $83. Franks and 
Richards were advised to be silent. 
The brothers backed out of the 
place and disappeared. They did 
not molest the patrons. 

Maskiell and Walsh stated that 
Franks and Richards identified the 
brothers. The latter’s place was 
stuck up Dec. 7, about 10 P. M. 

Magistrate Gotlieb fixed no bail. 


Chatter in Loop 


Tony Michell; who built. up the 
Ifertz stables, is now on his own. 
Has given up his past! cornection. 

Nan Elliott goes to RKO pre- 
views in disguise. = 

Requiring about 50 supes, “Street 
Scene” proved a lucky break for the 
layoffs in the loop. 

RKO prop office still looking for 
the $85 balloon which blew away 
from Sioux City in the blizzard.. 

Couthoui hotel ticket stand got a 
call last week from a woman for 
“tubercular seals.” 

Florence Beebe, golf champ, wants 
to go picture. She is trying for 
the cast.of the Fox Chi-civ-opera 
production. 

Joe Sherman says if all the first 
nights he has attended were placed 
end to end it would be a good time 
to buy Paramount. 

Beauty shop on Sixth street, near 
Michigan, has been made the tem- 
porary dining hall for the cast of 
“Strange Interlude.” 

Willie Horowitz has been ap- 
pointed official gag man for the 
local: music biz. Writing funny 
speeches for somebody else. 

Sam Thall, Keith transportation 
head, sat through an evening of 
ballet dances just to see his daugh- 
ter, Mile. Zabelle Thall, in the 
Pavley-Ourkrainsky school recital. 

Charlie Lenzen and Al Cameron 
bought a radio just so they could 
listen in when their tune, “What a 
Night for Love,” got its baptism-via 
NBC. 

Indie agents move from one office 
to another so often that every- 
body has given up trying to locate 
them. One indie had 17 different 
desk spots in four months. 

Ducks and deer in Wisconsin 
got a break last week. Ted Healy, 
in a red hunting outfit, started to 
chase them. 

During the big snow two smart 
boys tried to dig up sleds to take 
people sleighing in the Loop at a 
price. Spent 24 hours looking, but 
couldn’t unearth. 

Chorus girls gave the local sheets 
a boost in collecting Christmas 
funds. Several used one of their 
slippers for the collection plate in 
cafes. One babe, upon arising the 
next morning, found a $50 note in 
the toe. 

Success of the sour science be- 
tween baseball and football play- 
ers, has started another promoter 











looking for- Chi’s toughest brick- 








ASKED FOR $1 REFUND 
AND WOMAN ARRESTED 


Mrs. Jean De Sota, 35, of 206 
West 104th street, seemed surprised 
when Magistrate Maurice Gotlieb in 
West Side Court found her guilty 
on the charge of disorderly 
duct. 
by Patrolman James Reilly of the 
West 100th Street station on the 
complaint of William Connolly, 
ticket taker and special officer at 
Fox’s Nemo theatre, 110th street 
and Broadway. 

Connolly testified Mrs. De Sota 
demanded of him the return of her 
money, $1, which she paid to see 
the show. She was accompanied 
by her husband. 

Connolly explained that Mrs. De 
Sota sought the return of her ad- 
mission for her husband and herself. 
He told her he was powerless, but to 
see the manager, William Daley. 

He told her it was not a policy 
of the house to return the money, 
but she could have a refund ticket. 
He ayverred that her shouts could 
be heard in the orchestra and he 
feared a mild panic might develop. 
When she refused to become silent 
be had her arrested. 


Mgr. Chanced Panic 


Daley, the manager, testified Mrs. 
De Sota was extremely noisy and 
shouted for the return of her dollar. 
He explained she could have a re- 
fund ticket, but she refused. He 
also stated he feared a panic in the 
auditorium. 

Mrs. De Sota denied she was 
noisy. “I am small, your Honor. I 
stood in the back of the theatre. 
About 50 persons were in front of 
me. The heat was intense and I 
became ill. I explained these facts, 
but the best I got was to be ar- 
rested, marched through the streets 
with a large crowd following. 

“T was led to a police station, but 
I bailed myself out. ‘I was humili- 
ated if ever a woman was. I was 
not obstreperous and did not shout,” 
said Mrs. De Sota, 

Magistrate Gotlieb asserted: he 
believed Mrs. De Sota had been 
noisy in demanding the return of 
her dollar. Her husband had left 
before she was arrested. The Court 
stated he believed Mrs: De Sota in- 
discreet and imposed a suspended 
sentence. 


2 GIRL SHOPLIFTERS 


Two girls who claim they. have 
appeared in specialty dances in sev- 
eral Broadway revues are in the 
Crittendon Home awaiting sen- 
tence in Special Sessions Dec. 27 on 
their pleas of guilty to shoplifting. 
They are Frances Davis, 18, and 
Romaine Austin, 18, both of 255 
West 113th street. ; 

. The dancers were arrested Dec. 12 
in Kress’s department store after 
they had taken numerous articles 
valued at $30 from counters and 
attempted to leave without paying. 

They were arrested by a store 
detective, who told the justices the 
two were loaded down with small 
trifles when they were searched fol- 
lowing the arrest. The girls tear- 
fully explained to the court they 
took the stuff to use as Christmas 
gifts, but could not afford to pay for 
them, as they had been out of work 
for several weeks. 

George Radolff, 19, dancer, of 115 
West 76th street, was given a su3- 
pended sentence by Special Ses- 
sions following his plea of guilty to 
shoplifting. Radoiff was arrested 
Dec. 16 in Macy’s after stealing a 
quantity of articles from counters. 





con- 
Mrs. De Sota was arrested 











YOUNGEST CAFE OWNER 


Mary Fries, president of the cor- 
poration which runs the Canton 
Palace, on Broadway, may be the 
youngest cabaret owner in_ the 
world. She is 16. 

Canton Palace is a chop-suey site 
using an all-negro floor show. 
Talent is drawn from the various 
Harlem haunts. 





layer, who will be matched with 
Chi’s toughest plumber. 

A good looking girl at Couthoui’s, 
in the Sherman, has kept track of 
her dining dates for the past two 
months. Each day she has had a 
different request to lunch and has 
gone as high as four dinner re- 
quests for an evening. She’s the 
kind that doesn’t accept, too. 


New York Chatter 





a 


Bill Seeman has become a hot 
ping-pong player. 

Bert Lewis, former m. c., selling 
insurance. 


Joe Frisco offered a night club 
post on percentage basis. 

Cleo Cullen, one of Broadway’s 
best choristers, is Christmasing 
with the family in New Orleans. 

3ee Lillie will draw three gee’s 
for amusing the starched fronts and 
low necks at the Lido. 


Get a load of the men entering 
and departing from the five and 
dime stores—look like brokers. 

More women wearing paste gems 
in the supper clubs: than ever be- 
fore. Also imitation fur coats. 


Christmas problems ‘were not so 
tough this year for the B’way press 
agents. 

Walter Moore hasn't missed a for- 
mal dinner in three weeks. The 
social gangster of the town. May 
go to the coast in a couple of weeks. 

Sam Shipman and Phil Baker will 
appear in a new role—members of 
the Preface of a novel coming out 
next month. 

Another solitaire on Frances Wil- 
liams’ connubial finger, That cer- 
tain digit has worn a showcase full 
of ’em. 

Somebody claims to have found 
a night club where nobody in the 
floor show is imitating Louise Cook 
of “Chocolates.” 


A former dive has changed its 
policy, taking no chances of being 
shut. First move was to change 
the waiters’ uniforms to smocks 
and Windsor ties. 


The Trocadero is just a toy de- 
partment to Jean Ackerman, She'll 
say: “I’m going to start reducing 
some day, but I’m having so much 
fun!” 

Some laugh-statuary in one of 
the class night clubs. A pile of 
rock, placed precariously on an ex- 
quisite pedestal, has this legend on 
a ,jbrass plate below: “What of It!” 


Not the same old Xmas around 
the Square. Spirit was there, but 
nothing else, it seemed,. and be- 
sides “The Market” still a working 
alibi. 


iA recently opened Main Stem cafe 
combines Harlem and. Chinatown, 
duskies furnishing the _ entertain- 
ment under the supervision of the 
Orientals. A Caucasian doorman 
completes the weird ensemble. 


‘Picture scouts from the coast 
need go no farther than Knox’s 
Fifth avenue hat shop. .The,quest 
should end behind the necktie 
counter. The last word ina looker. 
She could sell a red tie to Coolidge. 


An epidemic of front page’ stories 
in, the tabs about Ziegfeld show 
girls of late—yarns about Hazel 
Forbes, Helen Lee Worthing, Mir- 
iam Crosby, Gladys Glad, Agnes 
O’Laughlin and a flock of: others. 


| One of “the boys” collaborating— 

that is furnishing the inside’ ma- 
terial for a legit production shortly 
to be done. Script is about “the 
boys.” Ought to give them some 
laughs, judging by outline. 


Alan Bunce, legit actor, and his 
wife, Ruth Nugent, who left here 
more than a year ago to play for 
Williamson and Tait in Australia, 
have returned and are in New York 
at present. 

Best news that has trickled into 
the New York dailies pertains to 
Arthur Caesar being king of the 
“No” men in Hollywood. He’s sort 
of a crowned head without subjects, 
alone in the field, according to re- 
ports. 

They say Al Woods spent half 
the return. passage wishing he was 
somewhere else. He made that trip 
on the Bremen when it was three 
days late because of high seas. Al 
was booked on the Titantic, missed 
the Lusitania by accident, and had 
an idea that they had finally caught 
up with him. 

Jimmy Durante is taking a vaca- 
tion from radio. He read in “Va- 
riety” some of his songs over the 
air were not so hot and, being 
sensitive elsewhere than on the 
beagle, Jimmy vamped. His nerve 
will return, however, if there’s any 
sugar in his next broadcasting. 

When the blizzard hit the mid- 
west last week The Century came 
into the Grand Central one day 13 
hours late. It arrived at 10 at 
night instead of 9:30 in the morn- 
ing. Passengers received $1 an 
hour for the delay but would have 
preferred a little more speed. Go- 
ing west The Century ran from six 
to 10 hours late. In one midwest 
town every ablebodied citizen was 
called to shovel the town out of 
the snow. 
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Clothes and Clothes 


By Mollie Gray 








Elizabeth Brice’s Gown 

At the 86th St. theatre Elizabeth 
Brice sings. Her first gown is a 
smart affair of green taffeta with 
swathing hips, bustle effect finish- 
ing an uncompleted flounce that, 
with the hem was edged with a 
darker net, crystal at the neckline. 
The back section of the skirt was 
separated from the front just a 
little way up on each side, perhaps 
for some good reason, but the re- 
sult looked like an accident. Short 
jacket of crepe with collar and 
sleeve bands of chinchilla. Henna 
crepe covered with a floral pattern 
in beads and a side ruffle of the 
plain material, pointed hem. 





Mild “Painted Angel” 


“The Painted Angel,” Billie Dove, 
is a sanctified night club hostess, 
who, for a lady with the exciting 
past related about her, puts on a 
very ladylike revue. Having been 
denied any chance to really doll up 
in the manner to which she (and 
the public) has been accustomed, 
the finale of the club show pre- 
sented her as a gorgeous bride 
trailing maline and veiling from a 
perfectly fitting satin bodice. An 
elaborate headdress of course. Her 
negligee was a help, too, being of 
dark satin finishing with a circular 
flounce of varying width, narrow 
bands of ermine at neck and wide 
sleeves. Only a brief glimpse of 
the two-skin fox scarf, one black 
one white, gown black satin. 

But many close-ups of Miss 
Dove's face, enough beauty for any 
picture. Miss Dove was wise in 
talking her songs. 

Cissy Fitzgerald had no oppor- 
tunity to do anything but eat and 
glitter. 





Down Below 


“The Mysterious Island” is a me- 
chanical masterpiece, beautiful be- 
cause it’s Technicolor and has its 
moments of suspense as well. Only 
its heart (interest) was weak, but 
who cared? 

Jane Daly displays a new crea- 
tion which seems the . perfect 
thought for what the Women Will 
Wear—in the subway. Made of 
beautiful bronze, elbow and knee 
joints ribbed smartly, shoes whose 
weight would make a great impres- 
sion on some male toes and an in- 
spired chapeau of glass trimmed 
with bronze seaming. Designed for 
walking—on the bottom of the sea— 
the audience got its only laugh 
when Miss Daly met Lloyd Hughes, 
similarly incased and they made an 
incomplete pass at each other. 

Workmen on this island were 
certainly swell wearing their satin 
smocks in pastel shades and bright 
sashes contrasting. Very interest- 
ing. 





Champs Swap Compliments 
Riverside is holding a convention 
of ex-ring champions’ Mutual Ad- 
miration Society, with Jack Demp- 
sey and Jim Corbett swinging 
knockout compliments in long count 
speeches. Both boys received warm 
receptions. Looking back from a 
front row seat the pleasure on fem- 
inine faces as well as those of the 
men during Dempsey’s appearance 
was a revelation to an anti-fight 
fan. 

Aside from the familiar. Weston 
and Lyons comedy and the Ada 
Brown songs and the Skelly-Heidt 
Co.’s songs, dances and funny faces, 
the only new numbers were those 
of Mile. Rito T.onise and Don Lee. 

Mile. Louise is a striking blonde 
wearing her hair in the classic sim- 
plicity that would be cruel to some, 
but is 2 compliment to her. Of her 
costumes that of the undersea bal- 
let was as nice as any, though the 
interpretation wasn’t clear. Girls 
draped in pearls, another represent- 
ing coral, four others in brief green 
floating affairs, possibly seaweed, 
and on walked Mile. Louise in many 
white net ruffles under a train of 
green spangles with stiff ruching 
edging it round, part of a bodice of 
beads—yes, and a feather fan. 

Spanish atmosphere is always 
useful for those form-fitting black 
gowns with long trains starting 
from the knees in front, a bit of 
red somewhere. For this number 
Mile. Louise chose taffeta ruffles of 
flame color, with just a patch of 
orange under one arm, which patc’ 
was the excuse for the clashin: 
lining of her green satin gold bead 
ed cape, an ornate affair but for th 
lining. Billing “Blue Moods” mus 
have referred to something deep° 
than surface colors. Finale an ar 
ray of grass skirts and wooley wig: 


in a number hot enough to start a 
prairie fire. among that alfalfa. 

There were several good-looking 
gowns among the _ Skelly-Heidt 
company, one of egg-shell crepe 
whose long skirt finished with scal- 
lops ‘over a lace hem, another of 
green crepe whose _ skirt length 
came principally from a straight 
panel in back, double ruffle near the 
hem all around, cape collar. An- 
other of flat crepe fitted well and 
used front fullness from one circu- 
lar flare and from three such in 
back, black shoulder flower for con- 
tract. Wraps and other costumes 
looked rather weary. 


Double X or Coincidence? 


Paramount gives the fans “The 
Kibitzer” for Christmas. Mary 
Brian improves with each. talking 
appearance, But somebody is go- 
ing to lose sleep, even hair, over 
the fact that Miss Brian wears a 
frock in this picture identically the 
same as Helen Kane wears—shown 
in a trailer announcement—in 
“Pointed Heels.” Dress in duplicate 
is of tinY thecks with black lacing 
ending in bows on both shoulders 
and both hips, simple and attrac- 
tive enough to warrant both girls 
liking it. Another cute frock used 
flat collar, cuffs and bows on the 
bodice front, and wrists of white 
organdy. 

“White Caps” is an agreeable 
presentation on the musical order 
with tars doing the singing and 
dancing and feathers topping the 
girls. Aside from the return of Paul 
Ash the hit of the company is Har- 
riet Hutchins from vaudeville. 
Sceneg are Newport on shore and 
the flagship afloat, the girls’ gowns 
graceful and beautifully colored. 

Opening they were of satin and 
maline, the former for a long bodice 
that finished with a narrow ruffle 
used at the wrists, too. They were 
very full skirts all of which were 
yellow though the bodices were 
either orange, or green. Silver 
tipped tiers on extreme buffant 
skirts with spangled bodices dressed 
the finale, long black gloves, fans 
and headdresses completing the en- 
semble, colors the high shades now 
used. A lovely dancer wore a long 
circular skirted white frock of 
sheer crepe appliqued with white 
silk, tiny puff sleeves adding to its 
quaint charm and hers. 

White also for the ship shindig 
with short silver wrap collared with 
jet beads. Miss Hutchins then 
wearing flame maline and _ satin 
with velvet cape Colored lights and 
booming guns and a company salute 
for the finish. 





Ritzing the V and X 
Rita Flynn rivals Alice White in 
“The Girl from Woolworth’s” 
(Strand). This in spite of her lit- 
tle neck-fringe of curls, probably 
hiding a growing bob. The story 


Yhinges on Miss White's singing at 


the music counter of a V and X 
which hasn’t been these many years, 
but then both girls’ frocks were the 
very short ones—except in the night 
club sequences—of the past. And 
extremely good looking for Wool- 
worth salaries. 

Miss Flynn’s silk suit had stand- 
ing coilar and cuffs of caracul, skirt 
pleats sewn most of the way, an- 
other ensemble showed the full 
length coat, well made. Miss White’s 
dance costumes were very attractive 
especially the “past-and-present” 
effect resulting from the form fit- 
ting silk trimmed with leaf motif 
beaded from right shoulder down to 
left side of skirt leaving the left 
side knee length while the other was 
lengthened with two tiers of pleated 
maline, yet not in the abrupt man- 
ner as though it were just tacked 
on, Another club costume was the 
usual ostrich plume and spangle. Of 
her street frocks Miss White’s 
dotted silk eton suit was cute and 
becoming. 





Boudoir Make-up Boxes 

Time was when a make-up box 
was the thing of block enameled tin 
found in dressing rooms, but these 
days it plays a prominent role in all 
family trade department stores. It 
is made of fine wood with French 
and Godey prints on the lid inside 
of which is a long mirror and is 
probably found in every feminine 
boudoir. 

Arnold Constable displays very 
retty velvet evening wraps in lined 
repe de chine on the street floor 
hich seems strange. Their French 
ightgowns and lingerie are lovely 
vandmade things trimmed with 

allops or sun bronze lace. 

Tord and Taylor’s dress slips in 





hite and the new darker colors 





are either real lace edged or hand 
embroidered, some with the wrap- 
around skirt. 





Hoot’s Horse Opera 

“How's Your Health?” is an 
amazing piece though in the A B C 
class for other reasons than Atwell 
(Roy) Brian (Donald) and Corthell 
(Herbert). 

It was impossible to decide 
whether Virginia Eastman looked 
more attractive in her blue cloth 
frock that fitted so beautifully with 
its surpliced closed bocice that fin- 
ished with small buttons almost un- 
der the arm, its button trimmed 
tight sleeve and its single point 
fronting the straight skirt or in a 
flame color crepe whose long over- 
blouse was finished with rows of 
stitching; hats matching in both 
cases. Miss O’Brien’s black gown 
looked better above the waist with 
its fishnet yoke and sleeves than 
below it because of misplaced en- 
thusiasm for silk fringe. “The 
Funny Opera” part of second act 
(which Jim Mz:Williams does fun- 
nier all by himself) might just come 
through a bargain rush though this 
was partly covered by the acknowl- 
edgment they were hired for the 
party, The answer to “How’s Your 
Health?” is “good.” 

Taming Heroines 

Running out of horses, Westerns 
are now trying to tame herdines. 
The Shakespearean influence in the 
cattle country is called “Courtin’ 
Wildcats” which includes Hoot Gib- 
son himself. Eugenia Gilbert was 
the two-gun gal garnered by Gib- 
son, gnash, gnaw and growl as she 
would. Hers is an interesting face, 
lots of character in it and framed 
by lovely hair. Her costume an en- 
tirely business-:ike one of leather 
and two guns. 








Uncommon Chatter 


By Ruth Morris 





Helen Ford’s Prim Frock 


Richard Bennett completley runs 
away with style honors at the Pal- 
ace this week. He looks as though 
he had been poured into his formal 
afternoon wear by a most meticu- 
lous tailor. 

Sylvia Clark wears a giddy frock 
of deep pink with a princess line 
that would be very nice except for 
a@ lower skirt section of tulle that 
cuts across the front and destroys a 
graceful line. Slippers not only 
match, but are of the same material 
as the dress, which is quite an 
achievement in vaudeville. 

Helen -Ford repeats her dainty, 
clear-voiced numbers in a darling 
new frock. White-dotted net, high 
waist line and prim neck arrange- 
ment give it an ingenue quality 
that is saved from being too prissy 
by a beautifully draped three-tiered 
skirt that dips.to the floor, 


Off Stage Oddities 

Now that another year is ending, 
dramatic columns will soon be sum- 
marizing the best performances of 
the past season. A more amusing 
list might be made of the best per- 
formances ever given off stage. 

Such a list could include: 

Eddie Cantor, dashing out of the 
Palladium in London, buying out a 
flower vendor and trying to sell the 
blooms to motorists in crowded Pic- 
eadilly Circus. 

Paul Whiteman imitating a little 
bunny rabbit and later staging a 
burping contest with Henry Busse. 

Harry Lenetska imitating the feet 
of Harland Dixon and the face of 
Charlie Murray. 

Sophie Tucker telling about an 
audience with the Prince of Wales. 

Walter Reade shedding real tears 
over his own recital of the trial 
scene in “Madame X.” 

Toscanini having spaghetti at the 
Astor, with adoring glances from 
the Italian waiters. 

Adolph Zukor humbly trying to 
find a seat at the Paramount the- 
atre. 

A. J. Balaban singing the illus- 
trated songs he plugged in the old 
days. 





Vital Drama 


The tremendous excitement of 
“The Sky Hawk” is not due to any- 
thing that happened on the lot 
where it was made. It’s real drama 
was written years ago by a German 
air service. : 

This London air raid has been 
pictured none too brilliantly, reek- 
ing as it does of ingenious trick 
photography and studio miniatures, 
but its subject matter is so intense- 
ly dramatic that it furnishes one of 
the most exciting episodes ever 
filmed. No cinema villain was ever 
as menacing as that great big death 
dealing Zeppelin. 

Helen Chandler plays half of the 
love interest that serves as an ex- 





(Continued on page 63) 


Hollywood Styles | 


By Cecelia Ager 





' The Hollywood Manner 


The liveried boy who opens the 
door at the Brown Derby stands at 
attention, salutes, and says “Good 
evening!” to each entrant (whether 
or not the guest is wearing a tie). 

The voice answering the tele- 
phone at one producer’s home says, 
“This is Mrs. Soandso’s social sec- 
retary speaking.” 


Peter the Hermit’s photographs 


|are taken with backlights illuminat- 


ing his long gray locks. 

The doorman at the Ambassador 
shouts in a resounding voice the 
names of those awaiting their mo- 
tors. 

Yellow is the favorite color for 
local Rolls-Royces. 

The wearing of white 
wraps is not determined by 
weather. 

Fresh caviar is bought in Beverly 
Hills in ten-pound lots. 


Away With Night Clubs 


Those who learn about life from 
talking pictures will soon become 
dissatisfied with their “radios, un- 
lesS§ some brave producer with a 
love for the American home will 


ermine 
the 


|make a picture without a night 


club. If just one talking picture 
will pioneer and omit a cabaret in 
its story, others will follow suit, and 
set designeis can stop thinking up 
modernistic cafes. There will be a 
return to normalcy, and if a night- 
club should be absolutely essential 
to the motivation of a story, picture 
audiences may be treated to a 
glimpse of a true reproduction of a 
night-club, wherein the entertain- 
ers of the boor-show do not out- 
number the guests by two to one. 

For instance, “The Song of the 
Flame” maneuvered a night club 
into the production, a Russian one. 
The generous management of this 
cafe put on such an entertainment, 
with two dozen dancers, a Russian 
Balalaika orchestra, and a large 
chorus of mixed voices, that there 
was scarcely room enough left for 
any guests. 

Even if they wanted to night-club 
entrepreneurs cannct put on such 
shows in real night clubs, what with 
the dearth of talent and high price 
of sequins. Showing such gilded 
cafes with Hippodrome shows on 
the screen is apt to make the pic- 
ture audiences discontented. They 
leave the theatre and go looking 
for a night club such as they’ve 
just seen in the picture, and then 
they can’t find one. Is that fair? 





* At the Studios 


Ethelind Terry has a costume for 
‘Lord Byron of Broadway” that 
should prevent her yearning for the 
old Ziegfeld days when a costume 
was a costume in proportion to its 
weight and the floor space it re- 
quired. This costume has both, and 
if it should lack taste that is a 
small matter compared to its size. 
The dress, form fitting princesse 
with a huge long train and iong 
tight sleeves, is made of net heav- 
ily beaded all over. The round neck 


‘in front develops into a deep U 


‘decolletage in back. The = skirt, 
which swoops up in front, is gen- 
erously edged with flues and flues 
of ostrich, dripping all along the 
circular train, too. Miss Terry 
wears 2 sleek silver wig that has 
braids arranged becomingly, and 
she carries a big ostrich fan. Lots 
of beads, lots of ostrich, but little 
idea, 

Fay Wray in “The Benson Mur- 
der Case,” is right up to the mode, 
perhaps even a little in advance, in 
a taflleur of navy blue serge. The 
hip length box coat is cut straight 
and is bordered down the front and 
round the bottom with a band of 
white silk pique. A little turnover 
collar of white, some buttons down 
the front and white indicating the 
tailored pockets are all the details 
permitted. 


Skirt is straight, slim and not 
overly long. The hat is made of 
navy blue suede, crushed and folded 
close to the head, with earlaps in 
the style of the baby bonnets Su- 
zanne Talbot has made much of this 
season, 

Joan Bennett, true-blue through 
all the derelictions of Harry 
Richman in “Putting on the Ritz,” 
is dressed as pictures have come to 
costume these steadfast girls. Good 
style in pictures connotes a not alto- 
gether good woman. Staunch and 
faithful damsels should look sweet 
of course, but a little bit dowdy. 
Ostrich feathers and chiffon are 
splendid for the purpose. Miss 
Bennett wears a_ chiffon dress, 
with a cape and double circular 
skirt, all dipping longer in the back 





and all edged with ostrich feather 





fringe. Her slippers are not with 
out their ostrich, either. A toe bal. 
let costume is made with a pr 
bodice embroidered with ws 
stones. Its skirt is nothing but sg 
trich feathers. Great plumes of 
them, bunched in masses over her 
hips. As “Alice” in the “Alice in 
Wonderland” number, Miss Bennett 
looks her best. Then the trusting 
young naivete of her screen per. 
sonality finds its proper setting, 


Lilyan Tashman’s reputation for 
chic may suffer a jolt when “New 
York Nights” is released, put it 
really won’t be her fault. The Dic- 
ture was made several months ago 
in the swathed-hip era, and it it 
had been released when planned 
Lilyan’s clothes would have been 
last-gasps. But the picture suffered 
change of title and delay, and as a 
result the costumes are too recent 
to be period and just old enough 
to be demode. She wears a splen- 
did example of a mode that has 
been definitely laid to rest, how- 
ever, in a black satin evening dress 
trimmed with crystal. The swathed 
hips are crossed with bands of 
crystal beads, and a crystal flower 
is embroidered on one side of the 
bodice. The skirt hints of the new 
silhouette, for it is long and cut 
circular to flare out at the bottom. 
Dress serves as a historical study 
now, a specimen of early 1929, 


Janet Gaynor will be a timid mu- 
sical comedy heroine again, this 
time in “Happy Days.” Clothes 
never were a factor in her screen 
success, so it doesn’t matter how 
dull her costumes are. They are 
all pretty much the same. Long 
full skirts for demureness, pallid 
colors for silent+suffering. This 
picture finds her in pale pink dotted 
net. The traditional long fitted bod- 
ice, shorter in front, is joined by 
the same long full skirt. So that 
you can tell it from the others, the 
skirt has some irregular flounces. 
But the dress has its cape collar 
like the others, and flowers at the 
neckline. A _ violet colored velvet 
ribbon hangs from the flowers, 
little-girl like, and the slippers are 
of pale pink satin. A Valentine, a 
Camp-fire girl, and Little Sister 
all rolled into one, saying, “If you 
please, sir,” and “Thank you, 
ma’am.,” 

Jeannette McDonald, as a reward 
for doing so nicely in “The Love 
Parade,” is going to be given one 
of the most sweepingly lavish suits 
that Paramount is capable of pro- 
viding. This splurge happens in 
“Let’s Go Native,” and it’s made of 
a fabric so chic as to be overlooked 
by most designers, velveteen... Per- 
haps velveteen is used so little in 
Hollywood because it is compara- 
tively inexpensive, and that is an 
attribute that Hollywood will have 
none of. At any rate, this dark red 
velveteen costume that Miss Mc- 
Donald wears puts to shame in ita 
richness all the yards of chiffon 
velvet that have been trying so hard 
to spell luxury in the studios. The 
slim dress with a slightly flared 
skirt serves as a background for 
the five-eighths length coat that 
looks Russian grand duchess with 
its surplice closing. A wide band 
of fox goes round the bottom of 
the flared coat and marks its cuffs, 
Coat is belted at the waistline. 
There is a large fox muff but no 
fur around the neck which proves 
that there are designers who can 
be trusted not to run amok when 
asked to create something magnifi- 
cent. 


Sharon Lynn leads the chorus in 


“Happy Days,” for which Fox is - 


marshalling all its acting resources, 
but the costumes give no hint that 
this is supposed to be a super- 
production. Instead, they suggest 
a night-club with a table d’hote 
dinner as the draw. Miss Lynn 
wears a bodice and little skirt of 
spangles and sequins, with a syPsY 
fringe of spangles around the bot- 
tom, and a sequin cap. The sirls 
are in one-piece sequins-over- 
souffle costumes, so that no one can 
guess what holds the costumes in 
place, a bare-back illusion. Three- 
quarter length gloves of sequins 
and tight-fitting caps of sequins, 
with rhinestone bandings complete 
the banality of the ensemble cos 
tumes. 





Colored Actor Sent Away 

Robert Mitchell, 33, negro actors 
of 239 West 62d street, was sen- 
tenced to a term not to exceed we 
years in the penitentiary in Specia 
Sessions. 

He had been convicted of selling 
narcotics, 
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15 YEARS AGO 


(From Variety and Clipper) 





Lenore Ulric, not yet under Be- 
lasco’s wing, Was playing “The Bird 
of Paradise” on the Coast. She had 
just broken the record of the Oak- 
Janda, Oakland, with week's gross, 





Daly’s theatre, Broadway land- 


mark of the 80’s, went into pictures, 


marking the end of its class Career. 





With the start of Christmas pan- 
London, taking many 


tomimes in 
comedy specialties, town suffered 
from an act famine, war keeping 


foreign turns out. 





Success of “Chin Chin” drew at- 
tention to the informal music-and- 
specialty type of show called revues 
and they all went to it, drawing 
much material from vaudeville. 
Soon to appear was Dillingham’s 
“watch Your Step.” 





London theatre was at low ebb, 
sustained only by the hope of peace 
by February. Even with prompt 
settlement of the war, it was re- 
alized that financial depression 
would make the going tough. No- 
pody in London dreamed the strug- 
gle would last four more years. 





Standard Polyscope, projected re- 
lease program of 20 reels a week, 
collapsed although it had as back- 
ing H. H. Tammen, Denver show- 
man-promoter, James Seligman and 
James Stillman, New York bankers. 





Alla Nazimova was the newest 
recruit from the legit to pictures. 
Story was she had been offered 
$10,000 to do “The Doll’s House.” 





Survey of pictures in St. Louis 
showed town had 121 houses and 
$2,400,000 had been invested in 
buildings in the year nearing its 


90 YEARS AGO 


(From Clipper) 








New York city was not repre- 


| sented in the baseball league, but 


had plenty of pro teams. Business 
was bad. The Flyaways, one of the 


best local clubs, playing with the 


best team in its history drew so 


little at the gate it had to sell four 


|of its best men to Poughkeepsie, 
_ of all places, and disbanded in Au- 


gust. : 





Spalding was not yet in business. 
Leading sports dealer was Peck & 
yder, remembered by this gene- 


» Yation for its ice skates and sport- 


ing guns. Then they also carried 
a “full line of theatrical goods, wigs, 


| beards, etc.” Store was at 124 Nas- 


pe yeaa 2404 58 


Sau street. 





Peter Goelet died, leaving $20,000,- 
000 and the hugeness of the fortune 
Was page one news. 





Railroads are in keen competition 
for show company movements. 


Three lines advertise in the Clip- 


ber, Chicago, Rock Island & Pacific, 


_ Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul and 
Chicago North Western. Rock Is- 
land advertises a “regular dining 


far meal for 75 cents.” 





Sporting taste ran toward trap 
shooting at live pidgeons. Capt. 
Rogardus, champ in this field, 
opened a school in the Tivoli thea- 


tre building at 8th street and St. 


Marks place, New York, where he 
&ave instruction in shooting at glass 
Is to amateurs, just like the 


| Modern dance school» 





The Baseball league in convention 
in Buffalo started a movement to 
repeal the league’s own law against 
unday baseball and it was defeated 
the league membership vote. 

“ad S. Gilbert (Gilbert and Sulli- 
hon ) opened his own production of 
. inafore” at the Fifth Avenue the- 
tre, New York, after 
erican productions had worn the 
SSic out. Clipper regards Gil- 


$11 
26 Cents 


scores of | 





| 








~ Inside Stuff—Vande 


An incident happened recently when a sister team was playing Proctor’s 
in Elizabeth, N. J., which happened to be the home town of the act. 

Dialog involved the mother of one of the girls whose furniture had 
been taken away because she had failed to make weekly payments. 

An unexpected interruption occurred when an enemy of the mother 
rose from her seat and elarioned in the thickest of Irish brogues: 

“Every word they say is true—she got all her baby carriages that 
way.” 

The audience was mildly amused, considering the interruption a part 
of the act, but no one—particularly the sisters—was prepared for what 
followed. 

The mother herself was in the audience and intended to let no such 
calumny go unchallenged. She sprang to her feet, brandished a fist at 
her detractor, and Erin-go-braghed: 

“And if I didn’t have such a good nam., I'd never have been 
to get five baby carriages on the installment plan.” 

This Mammy Machree, according to one of the sisters, takes her posi- 
tion of stage mother very seriously. Once when the sisters were billed 
under Lou Tellegen, she attacked the manager of the house with fury. 

“The idea of billing my girls under Lou Tellegen!” she berated. “I 
never heard of him only in a divorce case.” 

Another time, when another pair of sisters were announced over the 
radio as the Greatest Sister Team in the world, the mother rushed to 
the broadcasting station and nearly smashed up the place because of 
what she claimed “sich a monstrous lie.” 





able 





R-K-O production department is attempting to salvage some of the 
“nut” represented in costumes and scenery lying idle in thé warehouse by 
unloading to acts at nominal rental fees. It’s estimated there is about 
$150,000 worth of material in Keith’s warehouse. 

By turning these sets and costumes over on a rental to acts not in a 
financial position to buy outright, R-K-O figures it is rendering a ser- 
vice and, at the same time, realizing a little profit for itself. Some 
12 or 15 acts have been fixed up in this manner. 





When Alexander Pantages operated Pantages theatre in San Diego, 
$8,000 was a good week and he made money at that gross. The theatre 
was taken over by Keith’s when Pantages sold out his circuit. The 
house now grosses around $11,000 weekly but due to excessive cost of 
vaude shows and the circuit carrying charges it is operating in the red. 
The same holds for the Keith houses in Salt Lake City, Spokane and 
Tacoma, all former Pantages baliwicks. 





Richard “Skeets” Gallagher, under contract te Paramount, is now 
“Skeets” Gallagher. All credits and billing at his request have dropped 
the “Richard.” Gallagher went into pictures from the legit. 








Inside Stutf—Legit 


Eleanor Johnson got two weeks salary for one day’s rehearsal in 
“Maternally Yours,” comedy by Clarence Miller and Ole M. Ness, with 
which the Hellywood Music Box, Hollywood, reopened this week. 

Miss Johnson was cast as lead with Phil Tead. After five days re- 
hearsal in the Hollywood show, Tead went to Edward Everett Horton to 
give notice on his part in “Among the Married” at the Majestic down- 
town. When Horten explained he would hold the piece in until Jan. 11 
and then would take it to San Francisco if he could get his picture 
date with James Cruze set back, Tead agreed to stick with him. Made 
his excuses to Ness and left “Maternally Yours.” 

Looking for a new lead Ness considered Taylor Holmes and Creighton 
Hale. Miss Johnson wanted to quit the sixth day but was persuaded to 
stay one day and read her part with Hale. 

After rehearsal the authors decided only a kid would do for the kid 
part. Ralph Welles was moved up to male lead. The author-producers 
then agreed that Eleanor Johnson wouldn't baiance. Her seventh day’s 
rehearsal put her over the no-play period and she collected for two 
weeks, ‘ 

She stuck the second, helping Lillian Sawin break into the part. 








Martin Flavin, who authored two current Broadway shows, “The 
Criminal Code” and “Broken Dishes,” has signed with M-G-M and 
leaves for the Coast. He has a $100,000 agreement to write covering a 
period of three years. The actual writing time is for 18 months, how- 
ever, he spending three alternate periods of six months on the lot, being 
free to do other work in the intervening six months, 





Margaret Perry, baby leading woman, who stepped into “Strictly 
Dishonorable” at the Avon, New York last week and scored, received 
a picture offer from Harry Warner. Her timing of laughs and general 
playing impressed the showman. Miss Perry is heiress to $1,000,000. 
Her father was the late Frank W. Fruehoff, utility man. She is 16 and 
the daughter of Antoinette Perry, former actress who staged “Dis- 
honorable.” 





Jack Clifford, who rehearsed with the second company of “Street 
Scene,’ withdrew from the show and accepted one week’s salary. It 
appears Clifford was called on to rehearse two or three of the smaller 
parts and objected to be shifted from one to the other. Matter settled 
before it went to arbitration. 





Knickerbocker, New York, opened in 1893 as the Abbey theatre by 
Henry Abbey, with the name changed to Knickerbocker in 1896, is 
under demolishment. A 34-story garment centre building will be erected 


Inside Stuff—Music 


Universal is considering the propositions of a number of music pub- 
lishers with a view to either acquiring controlling interest of one or more 
of them or to effect a tie-up under which songs from U. pictures would 
be exclusively handled. 

Among the publishers whose propositions are being considered are 
E. B. Marks & Co., Shapiro, Bernstein & Co., Sherman, Clay; Jack 
Mills, Gene Austin, Bibo and Lang, Al Piantadosi and Hartman, Kemp 
and Goodman, an official stated. U. had a deal pending with Irving 
Berlin but dropped negotiations when Berlin insisted his own numbers 
be included in the deal proposed. 














An obstacle to prompt sale of many musical comedies and operettas 
to picture companies which lately has become more prevalent, is that 
the publishers of the original music are demanding 5% of the amount 
realized from the sale and the publishing rights of numbers which may | 
be interpolated into the original score. 

The office of the arbiters, handling the sales of these musicals to film | 
companies, have maintained that the publishers should receive no part | 
from the sale and have no ground to base a demand for it. The arbiters | 
claim, during these transactions, that the only right held by the pub-| 
lishers is that of the sales of sheet music and the mechanicals, and | 





Inside Stuff—Pictures 


(Continued from page 16) 








would be publicity. Even in a miserable case of a skunk actor told of 
to the General by a Variety reporter, the General while giving the actor 
the works would not consent to publication, and since the silent sys- 
tem as told by the General was told in confidence it could not be printed 
without his permission. 

With the talkers, however, and the producers tired of the bad boys 
and girls of the picture business, if they let it be known they have gone 
bad, publicity will probably be the outcome from now on. Without 
Poverty Row meaning anything any more. To be aired now from the 
picture field is finish for those getting it. Since who get it deserve it, 
there will be no sorrow or regrets over their teparture. 

As the film industry is too big for any one person to run it, it is also 
too big for any one or two persons to disgrace it. 





Before the '29-’30 picture season is over, Jack Oakie is than 
likely to appear as a Paramount star. 

Whether he will attain this rating that quick or only go as high as 
a featuréd player will depend entirely on “Marco Himself,” selected as 
the first of two pictures on the Par schedule, the casts of which will 
be headed by Oakie. 

Oakie is under contract to Wesley Ruggles, Par director who dis- 
covered him in a Universal picture he was making and placed him un- 
der a personal contract. He came to Par by and through an arrange- 
ment made with Ruggles. 

This director will not guide Oakie in “Marco Himself,” Edward Suther- 
land having already been assigned to direct. 

Both the Oakie pictures are on the Par spring schedule and will be 


released on the ‘29-’30 program of the company. 


more 





Publicity service company has opened offices in Hollywood with 
elaborate plans to grab off all the screen personal exploitation in a big 
way. Opening letter and follow-up system informs the player that the 
service has been watching his or her work and has noticed that they 
are not getting sufficient publicity—“do not let your talent go unrecog- 
nized. Call at our offices for an appointment and we will tell you how 
we tell the world.” 

Apparent that the conductors of the publicity institution are unfamiliar 
with picture routine. Players under contract to studios turn these 
letters over to the studio press agent as a gag, others take the tip in 
a more serious vein and demand that the studio press agents give them 
more publicity. 





No ocean-going film executive has been booked up with nfore doings 
abroad than Sid Kent. From making French pictures with Rob Kane 
to working a British in for Paramount’s acquisition of the Gaumont 
chain have been the report published and rumored during the past 
week, 

At the Par office in New York they re-dust the superlatives for Kent's 
prowess, but ‘in response to anything officially definite they are telling 
the mongers: 

“Kent didn’t go abroad just to play ping pong on the Riveria, and 
he isn’t a drinking man. 

“Paramount doesn’t talk until after things happen.” 





Executives of an important Chicago chain are said to be highly in- 
dignant over accounting methods used by operators whose housés were 
recently acquired by the big chain. 

Juggling included several large bills not shown among the debits, 
among them one»for $17,000 for decorating. Big chain also discovered, 
after taking over the houses, that salaries of several employees were 
boosted a few days before the transfer occurred, in direct violation of 
a verbal agreement. 

Whether action will be taken was one of last week’s topics at film row 
luncheon tables. 





Since arbitration has been called off for the time being, awaiting Judge 
Thacher’s final flecree, Chicago local exchanges are reserting to the 
courts and legal methods to force payment for breach of contract on 
the part of the exhibs. ; 

Leader of the movement is Felix Mendolsohn, for M-G, who has-sev- 
eral cases pending in the courts. Though the legal and statutory pro- 
ceedings are admittedly slower and more expensive, the exchange men 
feel that they will secure some payment in return. Exchanges are not 
entirely united in this: move, and there is no concerted move’made to 
withhold product from the exhib. 





Dave Stern, of the United Artists Pittsburgh exchange, and C. C. Fin- 
ney, Loew district manager, are reported a little constrained because of 
Stern having squawked to the New York and about Loew’s Penn billing 
Charles King's personal appearance above the Pickford-Fairbanks pic- 
ture, “Taming of the Shrew.” 

Somebody in New York talked to somebody else and Pittsburgh was 
ordered to discontinue King’s top billing and give the picture preference, 
Stern felt handling by theatre was injuring prestige of Pickford and 
Fairbanks in Pittsburgh. : 





A standard for the highest point of efficiency and economy in picture’ 


production is being established and practiced at the Mack Sennett 

studios. Heretofore two reel comedies were conceived on the set, which 

often held the company up for days at a time to prepare the next gag 

or piece of business. Now Sennett assembles his troupe and plays the 

subject to be filmed from every angle. Before a scene is shot, the troupe 

knows just what to do, with every actor knowing his lines and cues, 
This saves studio technician time and studio operation. 





King Vidor stopped off in Chicago to attend a dinner fer the picture 
critics, following which “Hallelujah” was screened for the guessers. 
Move was made to try and force Publix-B. & K. to give the all-negro film 
a loop showing. Company had refused, fearing to bring the negro ele- 
ment into the loop. 

M-G figured that rave notices would influence B. & K., just as good 
notices for “Mysterious Island” sold the picture to this firm after it 
had turned the feature down. 





President's conference with reps of over 200 trades, industries, etc., 
on how to make America’s business bigger mean plenty of work for 
press agents. According to producers with Washington contacts almost 
every rep. had a p. a. and enough copy in suggestions was turned in to 
eclipse the encyclopedia in size. Eddie Klein of the AMPA attended 
with Will Hays. . 

It wasn’t revealed who had the most to say but Hays’ sources say 
that Will didn’t turn in much copy. 





Featured comedy lead at Par, arguing for more money, cites Skeet 
Gallagher's $1,250 insult. 

“He had stage experience when you were in 
was the stall. 

“Sure, and Clara Bow started as an extra.” 

“Remember, you’re young, my bey.” 

“And I know the answer to that, too,” said the comic, “Jackie Coogan 
retired at 11.” 


the chorus, young feller,” 


——— 


Hearst is using Talking Picture Epics as a sales machine for two 


rt's production as rather inferior | since there is no divisible copyright law, the composer possesses al] films, “Around the World With the Graf Zeppelin’ and “Yesterday 
~ *€veral others of American-make. | other rights for his own profit solely. ‘ 


and Today,” historical newsreel. 
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With Mark Hellinger going on the 
New York “Daily Mirror’ as col- 
umnist, the New York “Evening 
Journal” may now exercise its serv- 
ice option on Walter Winchell, now 
on “The Mirror,” to recall him over. 

It all reverts to the very funny 
deal by which Winchell, a bulwark 
for Macfadden’s “Evening Graphic,” 
was released by the “Graphic” just 
when that tab needed him mostly 
to hold up its circulation. Winchell 
at the time of the shift dealt with 


“The Mirror,” but previously had 
reached an understanding with “The | 
Journal,” the latter permitting the | 
“Mirror” to take Winchell, but ‘re- 


serving its right to call him .back. 

That leaves another funny com- 
plexion of the independence of the 
“Mirror” of Hearst domination; with 
the general belief that any Hearst 
form wire to all. of his papers also 
reaches “The Mirror” even now. 
They may not always be form wires 
either. 





A Bang-Up Finish 

After a 10,000-mile solo air: tour 
starting Aug. 26, Larry Rue, the 
Chicago “Tribune’s” correspondent 
in Vienna, hit a mountain 35. miles 
from his final destination: ‘and 
crashed. Only damage was to, the 
tiny monoplane. 

Rue’s flight had embraced nine 
African -countries, France, Spain 
and Italy. At one time Italian fly- 
ers rescued the aviator-correspond- 
ent when forced down on a desert 
near Sirte where he was two days 
without food. Fog held him:up for 
two weeks on the Italo-Austrian 
border and on making an impa- 
tient attempt to complete the last 
lap of his ether itinerary into 
Vienna he was within 35 miles of 
home when he cracked up. 





Kiosk Keepers’ Complaint 

Kiosk keepers in Paris are irate 
over one of those prefecture of ‘po- 
lice orders that the newsstands re- 
vert to their original legal dimen- 
sions, sans any extensions or addi- 
tions. Dealers are indignantly 
squawking that the ordinance is 


ning Post, but will remain with the 
Curtis interests in a more or less 
free lance way. 

He will contribute te the Satur- 
day Evening Post, compensation to 
be considerably more than when he 
was with the daily. The Satevepost 
is going in for short comic stuff, 
aiming for humorous matter of from 
1,000 to 2,500 words. 





Dropping Cantor 

Eddie Cantor’s daily boxed squib, 
being “ghosted” by Nat Dorfman, 
p. a., will disappear from the New 
York “American” the end of this 
month. Bell Syndicate is handling 
the feature. 

A make-up man gave the box an 
inside page one morning last week, 
and Cantor phoned in his complaint 
from Boston. Whether that had 
anything to do with it or not is un- 
known, but Cantor’s brief career on 
the “American” is over. 





Wrote Way to Freedom 
Robert Joyce Tasker, the San Quen- 
tin penitentiary prisoner serving 
from five years to life for robbery 
and who caused a prison edict forbid- 
ding any more San Quentin inmates 
from writing for publication follow- 
ing his novel “Grimhaven,” was giv- 
en his liberty on parole last week. 





Publicity Sale Begging 

A “Success” series for the North 
American Newspaper Alliance with 
one representative of every industry 
is being undertaken by James Fitz- 
patrick, editor of Armstrong Publi- 
cations. 

For films it is understood Fitz 
picked Hays, but got such a run- 
around he is now beseeching Charlie 
McCarthy to have Adolph Zukor do 
the honors, 





12 One-Acters in Book 
Twelve of the best original one- 
act plays produced by the Hoily- 
wood Writers’ club will be puh- 
lished in a-‘volume by Samuel 
French Co. The idea was Kenyon 
Nicholson’s, who will write the in- 





over 100 years old, passed in 1928, 
and that the publishing business has 
advanced to such degrees that’ the 
niches are inadequate for the many 
American, English, German and 
other foreign language publications 
the average boulevard news vendor 
carries, along with the native pe- 
riodicals and dailies, 





A Shubert Nightmare 

Shubert offices ‘vent into a tur- 
moil last week while the United 
Press listened to the squawk, but 
didn’t make the correction, Erup- 
tion was over a London U. P. dis- 
patch concerning Shubert theatres 
over there and referring to the 
visiting brother as Jake, right out 
in print. 

If there’s anything the Shubert 
office dislikes more than _ potato 
chips, it’s having Jake called Jake 
in type. The usual phone call evi- 
dently had no effect, as the lino- 
types repeated on the “Jake” for a 
second day, with one of the U. P. 
boys reported to have told the com- 
plainants that “You’re lucky we 
didn’t make it ‘Jakie.’” : 





In the Show Business! 

A fifth of the total population of 
the United States, or 25,000,000 peo- 
ple, are claimed as readers by the 
Emanuel-Goodwin Publications, 
printing three regionals, in a wild 
statement to M-G-M in requesting 
a copy of its Anagram book. 

The letter from Emanuel-Good- 
win says: “Rest assured that the 
review of it (decidedly favorable) 
will be earried in our three shéets 
for the benefit of our 25,000;000 
readers,” 

The three sheets are “The Ex- 
hibitor,”’ “New York State Exhibi- 





tor” and “National Exhibitor.” 
M-G-M is forwarding the book 
requested. 
Bob Morris Dies 
Bob Morris passed away last 


week from an attack of indigestion, 
Mr. Morris had been one of the 
pioneer staff members of the New 
York City “News.” About two 
years ago he quit because of ill 
health. 

For years Mr. Morris was one of 
the triumvirate handling the dis- 
tributioh of the city election re- 


turns. He was in charge of Brook- 
lyn. When Mr. Morris quit the 
City News he was assistant city 


editor. He lived in Richmond Hill, 
Long Island. ' 





Post Wants Funny Shorts 
Nunnally Johnson, humorist, has 
left the staff of the New York Eve- 


troduction to the book. A commit- 
tee is now going over the produced 
plays and making a choice. 





Browne’s New Play 
Porter Emerson Browne, whose 
last play was “The Bad Man,” is 
writing a new play at his home in 
Norwalk, Conn., in collaboration 
with James Warner Bellah, the 
short story. writer. Bellah is spend- 
ing four weeks at Browne’s farm 
here. 

5-10 Gag 
A new fancy illustrated covered 
book is being distributed by Wool- 
worths under the title of “What I 
Know About Women,” with a 
“Baron de Castagno” credited as the 
author. i 
Each page is adorned by a huge 
question mark and not one word of 
reading matter can be found 
throughout the pages. 
Whitman Publishing Co., of Ra- 
cine, Wisconsin, is the publisher. 
The book sells for 10 cents. 





Bob Davis Coming Over 

Robert H. Davis, better known as 
Bob, editorial writer and literary 
“discoverer,” is enroute to America 
with his wife from Italy via Paris. 

They have closed their villa at 
Florence for the winter to be in 
America. 





Columning Exclusively 
After two years on the Warner 
seenario staff, Jimmy Starr is out. 
He is devoting his time exclusive- 
ly to writing a column for the Los 
Angeles “Record,” which he éid 

while working at the studio. 





Henry Hazlitt is the new literary 
editor of the “Nation,” going over 
to the weekly from the same post 
on the New York Sun. James Gray 
succeeds him on the Sun. 

This’ll Be Good 

They say that ex-President Cool- 
idge’s autobiography is selling so 
well that he has been persuaded to 
try his hand at fiction. 








When John Dos Passos sailed for 
Paris last week he had a wife with 
him. The new Mrs. Dos Passos is 
the former Kate Smith, of Chicago. 
Dos Passos is going abroad to get 
a play produced, but won't remain. 





Fred Stone and the family are 
now occupying the New York home 
of Rex Beach, with the author gone 
routh to Florida for the winter, If 
Beach's golf is not so good he will 





‘try a new novel. Else he will con- 
centrate on golf. 











Modern Shakespeare 


Los Angeles, Dec. 24. 

Scheol principals had a 
couple of psychiartrists testi- 
fying in the court scene of 
“The Merchant of Venice” as 
stag ‘om Teachers’ Institute. 

Mocernization brought in 4 
policerm :n and an aviatrix as 
characters, Non-union orches- 
tra of jews-harps. The of- 
ficial school auditor was cast 
as Shylock. 

















RITZY 


Actors in the 8-week stock sea- 
son at Newport next summer will 
have a hostess as well as a host. 
The past two summers William H. 
Vanderbilt, president of the Casino, 
has entertained the players each 
week at dinner and supper. Now 
he is about to marry Anne. Colby, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Everett 
Colby, of Wes¢ Orange, N. J. Last 
June Anne was presented at court 
in London, 


Mr. Vanderbilt, State senator from 
Rhode Island, ‘is the son of the late 
Alfred G. Vanderbilt by the first 
wife, Ellen French, now married to 
Paul FitzSimons, former naval man, 
Paul changed his name from Fitz- 
simmons. 'William is a nephew of 
Brig.-Gen. Cornelius Vanderbilt, 
Mrs. Harry Payne Whitney and the 
Countess Szechenyi, wife of the 
Hungarian minister to Washington. 
Also of Lady Cheylesmore and 
Amos Tuck French. He is a cousin 
of Cornelius Vanderbilt Whitney, 
who was sued by Evan Burrowes 
Fontaine, the dancer, and was di- 
vorced by ‘Marie Norton, and of 
Julia French, who divorced Jack 
Geraghty, Newport chauffeur, son 
of a hack driver, as well as of 
Francis Ormond French, who was 
divorced by Eleanor Burrill and 
became a taxi chauffeur. 


Vanderbilt was divorced by Emily 
Davies, mother of his daughter. 
Emily then married and separated 
from Sigourney Thayer, playwright. 
Vanderbitl controls the motorbus 
system between Providence and 
Newport. 








Mrs. MacDougal’s Tea 


When Alice Foote MacDougal 
recently entertained the Ibsen Mem- 
orial Committee in her home, at 
1111 Park avenue, tea, not coffee, 
was served. The guests included 
Winthrop Ames, Margaret Anglin, 
Blanche Yurka, Carolotta Nillson, 
Theresa Helburn, Gene Buck, Paul 
Meyer and Horace Liveright. 

Mrs. MacDougal, the “coffee 
queen,” is a sister of the late Emer- 
son Foote. 





Evelyn Laye’s Admirer 
William Rhinelander Stewart is 


“Ritter Sweet.” Recently joined by 
her mother, Mrs. Gilbert Laye, Eve- 
lyn is divorcing Sonnie Hale, Eng- 
lish actor, whose real name is John 
Hale-Monroe. Sonnie is expected to 
marry Jessie Matthews, with whom 
he has been appearing in the Lon- 
don production of “Wake Up and 
Dream.” 
Alva Lytton. 


from his father, the late William 
Rhinelander Stewart, and from his 
mother, the late Anne Armstrong, 
who inherited millions from her sec- 
ond husband, the late James Henry 
Smith, and chose as her third, Jean 
St. Cyr, said to have been Jack 
Thompson of Waco, Texas, bellboy, 
chorus boy and hat salesman in a 
New York department store. 

Jean first married a rich old 
widow, Mrs. Alexander Redfield, of 
Hartford, and was also consider- 
ably younger than his second wife. 
He survived them both. Stewart is 
a brother of the Princess Miguel de 
Braganza, and, after paying court 
to the late Olive Thomas and Con- 
stance Talmadge, was married to 
and divorced by Laura Biddle. 
Laura is a sister of Craig Biddle, 
Jr., who was an extra in pictures 
and wrote an etiquette column on 
a tabloid. and of George Drexel 
Biddle, former assistant camera 
man for William C. deMille. 





Apartments 

Mrs. Waterbury Morris has rented 
an apartment at 136 East 64th 
street. She divorced Gouverneur 
Morris, novelist, who then married 
Ruth Wightman. Her brother, Law- 
rence Waterbury, polo player, was 
divorced by Maude Hall, who mar- 
ried David Gray, playwright. Wil- 
liam 8S. Pailey, president of the 
Columbia Broadcasting Co., has 





leased a duplex apartment at 480 
(Continued on page 59) 


attentive to Evelyn Laye, star of} 
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Jessie has just divorced , 


Stewart inherited many millions | 
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London As It Looks 


By Hannen Swaffer 





London, Dec. 13. 
Frank Gillmore must come over and take lessons. Alfred Lugg can 
at least show him how to face an angry Equity, even when he hag 
lost the film battle. 

When they called a meeting at the Duke of York’s theatre to try ana 
form an English Equity, there had been a great deal of talk, which haa 
lasted for over two hours. 

A deputy from Germany had spoken in earnest German, a Frenchman 
had talked in French and a Dane had talked in cultured English. 

All these had told the English actors how, on the continent, the stage 
is to join up into various sorts of bodies. 

Marie Burke had told the story of the “Open Your Eyes” scandal, ana 
there was a resolution before the meeting to form the actors ana 
actresses of England into a united body, the end of which, it was hoped, 
would be a trade union joining up the film people and the stage, the 
musicians and the electricians, everyone, indeed, concerned with the 
work of the theatre except the managers. 





Defending the Stage Guild 


The managers’ case was put: more or less by the Stage Guild people 
who have, for a long time, supported the idea that managers should 
join with the actors, although, recently, managers left the Stage Guild. 

One earnest member of the Stage Guild, Miss Donovan, went on the 
stage and faced the angry meeting, answering the charge of snobbery, 

“What has the Stage Guild done?” yelled the audience. 

“Improved the dressing rooms and the lavatories,” Miss Donovan re- 
plied, looking like Joan of ‘Arc. 





The Drama of Alfred Lugg 


Then there was some more talk and then there strode from the back 
of the hall—Alfred Lugg! There were loud cheers and then piercing 
hisses. 

Alfred Lugg was formerly the organizer of the Actors’ Association, 
which he formed into a trade union and which ‘died because members 
left owing to Lugg’s pertinacity and indomitability, because $100,000 was 
owed in subscriptions and because the Stage Guild had been formed 
with the managers behind. it. 

‘I prefer your! hisses/to your cheers,” said Lugg. “I know what they 
are worth. I am like the heavy man who is hissed by the ignorant mem- 
bers of the audience. You killed the actors and you killed me. You 
sacrificed me on the altar of your cowardice.” 





The Man Who Gave Them Hell 


Then he gave them hell. He told them that when the Actors’ Asso- 
ciation was made into a trade union, the resolution was proposed by 
that Conservative of Conservatives, Allan Aynesworth, and that even 
then they were too snobbish to join. 

Almost in those words,:.he told them that actors have not “got the 
guts,” that most of them would not join anything, and that those who 
did not belong to the Stage Guild or the Actors’ Association—he did not 
care which—were traitors to themselves. : 

“I have left you. now,” he said, “so I can tell you the truth.” 

Luge’s was a most dramatic speech. It lasted for about 10 minutes 
and it was one long challenge. : 

As a matter of fact, he told them the truth. He is by far the finest 


| orator connected with the theatre, he is a hard worker and a good ~ 


looking man with a fine voice, a man, indeed, who could play the hero 
in any drama. 

He preferred, however, to try and organize the members of his own 
profession, but he failed. 

Yes, it was a long meeting. The resolution to form a new body was 
carried, at the end, almost unanimously. 





Ben Webster Urges a Union 


It was rather pathetic to see dear old Ben Webster, who you would 
cnink would be a hard-boiled Conservative, pleading to the actors to 
join their “brothers and friends,” who worked the electric lights, the 
ereeecsrne and played the music. Webster, I am afraid, was pleading 
n vain. 

I was an earlier speaker. I told them that I had no right to be there, 
that it was no business of mine and that they ought to run their own 
affairs and boo me off for interfering. Still, I said, until you do your 
own work yourselves, I suppose other people have to tell you 


Ashamed of Trade Unionism 


I could not help sneering at the nice respectable English actors who, 
too respectable to join a trade union in London, joined the Actors Equity 
like sheep, and became trade unionists, the moment they landed in New 
York. The fact is, although they join in New York because they have 
well got to, Heavens, they are ashamed if any of their friends and 
relatives know about it in England. Besides, some dear duchess might 
ask them to tea.... 





Strange Facts About the Theatre 


To give you an idea of how theatres can be run in London today, I 
may tell you that one young actor wrote to me to tell me that he had 
been offered $7.50 a week for walking on in an important production and 
$15 a week to walk on and be an understudy! 

I may add that another theatre has been offered free till Christmas 
when the manager will take $250 a week and a percentage! I can sy, 
too, that a play which is due in London in a few days has asked its 
company to work for nothing for the first week and that the theatre 
is to be rent free! 

I can tell you, too, of dear old Aubrey Smith walking round bravely 


trying to get money to re-stage “The Bachelor Father,” which ran 45 
a commonwealth and failed. 
While, of course, some theatres are doing well, things generally are 


in a very bad way. 





The Alhambra Becomes a Talkie 

So far as vaudeville is concerned, the latest blow is the news that 
Sir Oswald Stoll has let the Alhambra as a talker house. He pleads, 
in extenuation, that American talkers were keeping British talkers of! 
the West End stage, and that therefore he hax rented the theatre lo 
Brtiish International. 

This, of course, is a bad blow for the vaudeville artists, 
antique members of which were safe for 


the most 


a few weeks work al the 


| Alhambra. 





Wanted—Vaudeville Sketches 

I wonder how much Edwin Burke got from Tallulah 
his sketch, “The Snob.” 

She made her vaudeville debut in this, the other night, but 
mind, it was strangely ineffective. 

Tallulah was a personal attraction. Indeed, the first house, on Men- 
day, reached within $10 of Jack Hylton’s record, but it was just one 
of those mean-nothing sketches that did not eyen oP 


Bankhead tor 


to my 


give her an 
portunity. 
You vaudeville people ail know that, when the legit stage condescen’s 
to go on the vaudeville boards, well, it condescends. It takes no troul'e 


use- 


over its material and therefore it is, after a few nights, utterly 
less. 


Wednesday, December 25, 1925 ° - 





GO rho da 


6® 4246 & 86 


— «> 


site the wm ee we” oe. BS 


a « = © 


*S of bet ee 


_— = ~~ = © 4 A Me a 


~<— ~~ ~~ tel oe 


wt tt 








1929 


ec. 13. 
4uggs can 
| he hag 


try and 
hich had 


enchman 
h 


che stage 


idal, and 
tors and 
8 hoped, 
‘lage, the 
with the 


d people 
s should 
» Guild. 
t on the 
»bbery. 


ovan re- 


the back 
piercing 


ociation, 
members 
,000 was 

formed 


hat they 
nt mem- 
ne. You 


‘s’ Asso- 
osed by 
nat even 


“got the 
jose who 
> did not 


minutes 


he finest 


a good ~ 


the hero 
his own 


ody was 


ju would 
ictors to 
thts, the 
pleading 


be there, 
heir own 
do your 


ors who, 
‘'s Equity 
i in New 
hey have 
nds and 
ss might 


today, I 
t he had 
tion and 


hristmas 
can say, 
isked its 
>» theatre 


i bravely 
h ran as 


1 ally are 


ews that 
e pleads, 
lkers off 
hneatre wv 


the most 
al the 


1 


chead tor 
it, to my 


on Mon- 
just one 
r an op- 


ndescends 
190 trouble 


use- 


erly 





Yb bomen f December 25, 1929 








LEGITIMATE 














Practically deprived of all con- 


tact or familiarity with stage shows 


the middle west, always culture- 
avid, in the last few years, partially 
due to the systematic propaganda 
conducted by Better Films Councils 
sponsored by the National Board of 
Review, has been taking a new at- 
titude toward films, tending to dig- 
nify them as an art and legitima- 
tize the high brow’s” interest in 
the only form of entertainment 
available in most provincial com- 
munities. 

Dialog has broken down the last 
barriers, with the culture hounds 
now able to persuade themselves 
the talking screen is t.n extension of 
dramatic art and, hence, worthy of 
their attention. They have attacked 
the problem via lectures, discus- 
sions, open forums and academic 
standards in an effort to separate 
Hollywooa hokum from the 
“nuances anc trends of the new art 
form.” 

The recent publication by middle 
western dailies of a syndicate series 
on “Appreciation of the Photoplay” 
fits in with this new attitude, Ar- 
ticles were written in Browning So- 

ciety refined lingo. 

Small town culture is pouncing 
on talkers with glee, finding great 
delight in being able to jabber more 
or less intelligibly in the technical 
vocabulary of Hollywood plus their 
own illuminati twist. 


COPS SUPERVISE CHI 
TREASURER’S ELECTION 


Chicago, Dec. 24, 


Racketeers trying to gain con- 
trol of the theatre treasurers were 
left in the cold. 

Treasurers’ union held their elec- 
tion under heavy police protection 
and the musclers-in never showed. 
Joe Gaul, secretary and Gene 
Wilder, treasurer, were only ones 
not re-elected, with opposition 
centered on Gaul. 

The treasurers discovered that 
during Gaul’s tenure Gaul returned 
their original charter to the Chi- 
cago ederation of Labor and af- 
filiated the group with the Building 
Services Employees Crafts, which 
includes such unions as the ushers 
and ticket takers and apartment 
janitors. 

Jerry Horan and Paul David, 
head this group of crafts and told 
the treasurers henceforward Messrs, 
Horan and David would control 
their funds. 

Treasurers repligd nothing doing, 
as $4,000 in funds had been dis- 
bursed during Gaul’s administra- 
tion and that was’ experience 
enough. 

Officers for 1930: John P. Stroth, 
president; Leslie C. Wilcox, vice- 
president; A. L. Filograsso, secre- 
tary; Albert C. Eckhart, treasurer 
and Max Hirsch, business manager. 

Dues for 1930 wére reduced from 
$36 to $24 a year. 


Hornblow as Partner 


Arhtur Hornblow, Jr., has been 
made a partner in Samuel Gold- 
wyn, Inc., member-partner in turn 
of United Artists. Hornblow has 
acted for the past three years as 
Production associate of Goldwyn, his 
partnership coming as a reward. 

Prior to going into pictures, Horn- 
blow was in the legit stage produc- 
ing end with Gilbert Miller. 

















Legit Maneuver 


Shuberts put over a fast one when 
moving “Bird in Hand” from the 
Barrymore to the Masque Monday 
night. In making the announce- 
ment in the papers Shuberts did not 
mention it was the road company 
which was coming into the Masque, 
while the original New York cast 
was traveling to Chicago, 

Second company was brought in 
from the coast and rehearsed a 
week before opening. 





Mid-West Section May Forget All 
About Legit Stage for Talkers’ 


os 
| 








Admit Actress to Bar 


Washington, Dec. 24. 

Mary Rehan, legit. leading 
woman, was admitted to the 
bar last week to practice be- 
fore the U. S. Court of Cus- 
toms and Patent Appeals. Miss 
Rehan is a member of the 
New York firm of Barnes, Mc- 
Kenna and Haistead. 

As a leading woman, Miss 
Rehan appeared with Faver- 
sham in “The Prince and the 
Pauper.” Prior to this en- 
gagement she appeared _ in 
“Little Women,” “The Blue- 
bird” and with Walter Hamp- 
den in “The Wayfarer.” 











WALK OUT ON SHUBERTS 


There is a report Ethel Barrymore 
will not be under Shubert direction 
after New Year’s. 

This comes indirectly from differ- 
ences Miss Barrymore and the Shu- 
berts are said to have had over the 
selection of a cast for her proposed 
appearance in “Scarlet Sister Mary” 
(dramatized version). 

Recently the work of assigning 
the cast started. Miss Barrymore 
was insistent about certain players. 
Shuberts were as insistent on others. 

It was expected that the new 
Barrymore show would get ready 
before New Year’s, but it now looks 
completely off unless a better un- 
derstanding arrives between the 
star and the Shuberts. 


Train Legit Stagers 
Through Film Shorts 


Paramount’s Long Island studio 
is breaking in legit producers on 
shorts. That is, the film bunch is 
pointing the way for those Broad- 
way lads with whom the studio is 
doing business. Larry Schwab and 
Alex Aarons are currently being 
put through the mill. 

As Paramount will make “Follow 
Thru” and “Heads Up,” A. J. Bala- 
ban will give both Schwab and 
Aarons a chance to find out what 
it’s all about by handling a couple 
of one-reelers. In the case of 
Aarons it is probable that he will 
use some of the cast of “Heads Up” 
who lack film experience, Idea is 
to let the players get accustomed 
to the camera in the shorts and to 
find out about make-up before 
launching the full length screen 
version of the musical. 











Tellegen-Bayne Co-Stars 


Lou Tellegen has been signed by 
Hunter Williams to co-star with 
Beverly Bayne in “Escapade,” 
which went into rehearsal this week 
and bows in three weeks hence at 
Ford’s, Baltimore, preparatory to 
steering into a New York house. 

Support cast includes Virginia 
Chew, Robert Loves, Francis Ben- 
delston, W. J. Rathburn and oth- 
ers. 

Tellegen thus will not head the 
east of Jack Linder’s proposed re- 
vival of “Cortez,” in which he for- 
merly appeared for brief run at the 
Biltmore, New York. 





CAST OF FILM FOLK 
Hollywood, Dec. 24. 

Zand Barker will make his debut 
as a local producer in presenting 
“Her Panic,” a comedy by Hunter 
Keasey at the Figueroa Playhouse, 
January 5. 

Lane Chandler, who recently was 
with Paramount, will head the cast. 
Other players will be Betty Boyd, 
Shirley N. Claire, Kit Guard and 
Allan Paul. 





W. B. Buys “Scarlet Pages” 
Warners has bought “Scarlet 
Pages,” Sam Shipman, John B. Hy- 
mer play now at the Morosco, New 
York. 
Plans for early spring production. 


+ 














M0 DARK HOUSES 
DURING Beal WK. 


'Broadway’s Leading Shows | 
Only in for Heavy Sugar 
—Things So Bad Bootleg- | 
gers Selling Booze on In-| 
stallments — Many Plays‘ 
Sticking Just for Holiday | 





DEPRESSED FEELING 





Holiday outlook along Broadway | 


| not so hot. 
Some of the dark spots pens 
| the numerous untenanted legit the- 


atres have been lighted by means 
of revivals and special attractions. 


| There are‘ still nearly a score of 
houses without legit plays. 


ETHEL BARRYMORE MAY | 


Some 
hits are giving added special mat- 
inees from Thursday on, but not 
many. 

The leaders are expected to clean 
up. Other shows sticking for holi- 
day coin are listed to exit immedi- 
ately thereafter. 

The general feeling appears to be 
that “there ain’t no Santa Claus” 
this year. The continued sagging 
stock market has its depressing ef- 
fect. Yule spirit is lacking and 
“merchandise” men who supply wet 
goods are reported taking orders on 
time payments to get rid of their 
stuff. 

Part of the holiday card of new 
shows has come in without arousing 
enthusiasm. “Half Gods” at the 
Plymouth is distinctly doubtful; 
“Inspector Kennedy” rated a weak 
mystery play at the Bijou; “Red 
Dust” may get by mildly at the 
Beck; “Meteor” at. the Guild, may 
make the grade but is no smash. 
Among the others to come are three 
or four money possibilities. 


Non- Musicals 

Non-musical leaders remain un- 
changed. “Strictly Dishonorable” is 
perhaps the most solid at $20,000, 
but “June Moon” and “Wise Child” 
again drew somewhat bigger gross- 
es because of larger capacity, while 
“Berkeley Square” held to over 
$19,000; revival of “Sherlock 
Holmes” completes the only five big 
money dramatic shows; “Street 
Scene” and “Journey’s End” (both 
holdovers), top the balance of the 
field, with “Young Sinners” getting 
about as much; “Gambling” and 
“Jenrfy” around $10,000; “Broken 
Dishes” and “Criminal Code,” $9,000 
dr bit more; “Mendel, Inc.,” $8,500; 
“Candle Light,” “Bird in Hand” and 
“Subway Express,” $8,000; “Salt 
Water,” $7,000, with the balance 
rated around $5,000 and less. 

Musicals 

“Sons o’ Guns” and “Fifty Mil- 
lion Frenchmen,” both new musi- 
cals, are away out in the van; the 
latter claims top agency call, but 
“Guns” is the actual leader, with 
standee trade most of the pre-holi- 
day week for a gross of better than 
$47,000; “Frenchmen” rated over 
$43,000; “Bitter Sweet” slipped con- 
siderably, but is rated third and 
should come back; “Sweet Adeline” 
went off to $32,000 and likewisé 
should jump; “Heads Up” around 
$30,000, with “Sketch Book” and 
“Scandals” down well under $30,000; 
“Wonderful Night,” $22,000; “Little 
Show,” $18,500, but stili quite profit- 
able. 

“Wake Up and Dream” is the out- 
standing production due in next 
week at the Selwyn. There are but 
two other definite premieres, “Dame 
Your Honor” at the Cosmopolitan, 
and “City Haul,” Hudson; “Phan- 
toms,” also carded, but not certain 
at Wallack’s. No closing this week. 


Cut Rates 


There are several additional at- 
tractions on the cut rate list in- 
cluding those shows which laid off 
last week: “Inspector Kennedy” 
(Bijou), “Jenny” (Booth), 
Hood” (Casino), “Your Uncle Dud- 
ley” (Cort), “Candle Light” (Em- | 
pire), “Ladies of the Jury” (Er- 
langer’s), “Salt Water’ (Golden), 
“Mendel, Inc.” (Harris), “A Won- 
derful Night” (Majestic), “The 
Criminal Code” (National), “Broken 
Dishes” (Ritz), “Many Waters” 
(Times Square), “How’s Your 
Health” (Vanderbilt), “Houseparty” 
(Waldorf), “Bare Facts” (Triangle), 
burlesque (Columbia). 

Agency Buys 
In the premium agencies 19 at- 








“Robin | 
| (Belasco), 


i“Top Spe ed” (46th St.), 
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0 “SANTA” FOR LEGITS 





Labor Stepping in On Both Sides 
In Macloon-Equity Inj njunction 








Two Ideas 





Film company negotiating 
for the score of an opera it 
will transpose to the screen 
almost went nerts trying to get 
down to a financial basis on 
the transaction. 

Every time money was men- 
tioned the opera representative 
countered with, “But who are 
you going to have sing it?” 
He nominated Scotti and Alda 
among others. 

Picture concern is still try- 
ing to sooth the lad into some 
sort of shape so that the finan- 
cial end can be discussed. 


SAM HARRIS MAY 60 











WITH SCHENCK’S U. A.' 





According to inside reports, nego- 
tiations have been opened under 
which Sam H. Harris, veteran play 
producer, may make talkers for 
United Artists under arrangements 
similar to those entered into re- 
cently between Joseph M. Schenck 
and George M. Cohan, Arthur Ham- 
merstein and others, 

Harris and Schenck are said to 
have discussed a deal. in a prelimi- 
nary way prior to the latter’s depar- 
ture for Eurore, Details leading to 
a contract are to be ironed out on 
his return. 


Choristers in Hollywood 
With $50 Wkly. Contracts 


Hollyw: w ood, Dec. 24. 

With eight musical productions 
planned within the next six months, 
Fox is increasing its chorus girl 
brigade from 32 to 100. 

Six-month contracts at $50 week- 
ly go to the chorines. 

Maurice Kussel is the latest dance 
director on the Fox lot, and will 
make a quartet, with Earl Lindsay, 
Danny Dare and Dennis Murray, to 
drill and train the hoofing depart- 
ment. 








Edelsten’s Good Will Trip 


Willie ‘Edelsten, agent, sailed for 
London on the Olympic last Friday. 
Edelsten, associated with Lyons & 
Lyons in New York, is making the 
trip abroad to be present at the 
marriage of his daughter, known 
as Anita Elson on the English 
stage. Miss Edelsten, or Elson, will 
wed Nick Princep, London business 
man, Jan. 7. 

Edelsten expects to stay over 
about a month to leok over the for- 
eign show field. 





CHI FROWNS ON PLAY 


Shuberts will not send “Rope'’s 
End” to Chicago because of the 
play’s theme dealing with the Loeb- 
Leopold murder case in that town. 

Chi city fathers are said to have 
voiced objection to the piece. 





Hammerstein's “66” 
Hollywood, Dec. 24. 


Paul L. Stein engaged by Arthur | 
| Hammerstein to 


direct his first 
screen operetta, “Bride 66.” He will 
produce for United Artists. 





tractions are on a “buys” 
goodly proportion considering the 
total: “Heads Up” (Alvin), “Scan- 
dals” (Apollo), “Strictly Dishon- 
orable” (Avon), “It’s a Wise Child” 
“June Moon” (Broad- 
“Sketch Book” — St.), 
Gambling” 

(Ham- 


basis, a 


hurst), 


“Sweet Adeline” 

“Michael and Mary” 
(Hopkins), “Sons o’ Guns” (Im- 
perial), “Berkeley Square” (Ly- 
ceum), “Fifty Million Frenchmen” 
(Lyric), “A Wonderful Night” (Ma- 
jestic), “Journey’s End” (Miller’s), 
“Young Sinners” 
Little Show” (Music Box), “Half 
Gods” (Plymouth), “Bitter Sweet” 
(Ziegfeld). 


(Fulton), 
merstein’s), 


| 





(Morosco), “The | 





Los Angeles, Dec. 24. 
In the injunction application 
|made by Louis O. Macloon and his 


| wife, Lillian Albertson, in their fight 
jto compel Equity to let them again 


produce plays, and specifically “New 
Moon,” on the coast, Judge James 
in United States District Court will 
reach a decision Jan. 6. 

Meanwhile I. B. Kornblum, attor- 
ney for Equity, has moved to have 
the injunction petition set aside on 
the grounds of no jurisdiction by 
federal court over non-incorporated 
body. Equity representatives of 
Central Labor Council constituting 
a special committee for the purpose 
will call upon the Macloons and in- 
form them that the use of the legal 
injunction in labor eases is con- 
sidered an unfriendly act to organ- 
ized crafts. 

Some of the Los Angeles labor 
element have suggested to Charles 
Miller, local Equity representative, 
that it might be good tactics to sub- 


mit the Equity-Macloon quarrel to 
arbitration. 


FOX SUES AL H. WOODS 
TO RECOVER $125,000 


Fox Film Company has filed suit 
in the New York Supreme Court 
against Al H. Woods to rescind an 
agreement by which it paid him 
$125,000 in 1925. Its principal con- 
sideration was the right to purchase 
the film rights to “The Green Hat,” 
by Michael Arlen, which Woods is 
alleged to have represented he con- 
trolled to the extent of 50% 

In applying for an order to ex- 
amine Woods before trial, the Fox 
company wants to find out what 
representations he made as a result 
of which the Fox company paid 
$125,000 for a quarter interest in the 
stage rights to the “Green Hat,” 
“Pelican” and “The School Mis- 
tress,” which Woods held for this 
country and Canada, and also con- 
cerning his representations as to 
the film rights which were to be of- 
fered to Fox. 

The Fox company wants to ques- 
tion Woods concerning the sale of 
“The Green Hat” film rights to 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer, in July, 
1928, for $50,000, the film having 
been released by that company last 
December under the name of “A 
Woman of Affairs.” Fox alleges 
Woods did not acquire the film 
rights to that play until long after 
he represented that he had a 50% 
interest and that he then got the 
rights from Curtis Brown, as agent 
for Arlen, the author. 

The complaint alleges Fox was 
to be notified, under the terms of 
its payment of $125,000 to Woods, 
of any offer made for the film rights 
to the play in question, and was to 
be privileged to buy the rights for 
the amount offered. The plaintiff 
offers to return $30,663 received 
from Woods as its quarter interest 
in the stage production of the wren 
plays mentioned. 


Opera’s Coast Loss 


Los Angeles, Dec, 24, 
Columbia Grand Opera company 
dropped $26,000 in three weeks at the 
Biltmore. Houses ran heavy to 














| paper, the box office banking only 


$2,000 one week. 

Society femmes in L. A. and 
Hollywood paid heavy on their guar- 
antees, 





Mrs. Barney Tries Again 


Los Angeles, Dec. 24. 

Alice Pike Barney, the 70-year-old 
author-producer, who dropped $10,- 
000 in her amateur musical produc- 
tion at the Figueroa theatre, will 
try it again. 

This time it’s to be a heavy Rus- 
sian drama authored by herself. 
However, she will take a chance 
with professional players this time 
and has engaged Sarah Padden and 
Wallace Stark to play the leads. 
Theatre has not been selected as 
yet. 
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Stock Managers’ Counsel Blames 





An open letter sent out by George 
Julian Houtain, general counsel for 
the Theatrical Stock Managers’ As- 
sociation, addressed to Frank Gill- 

ore, president, Equity; William F. 


Canavan, International Alliance; says Eddie Buzzell. 

Joseph Weber, A. F. of M.; Charles Mutually relating experi- 

E. Lessing, Scenic Artists; Edward ences, the Broadway gal re- 
ina , marked: 

Childs Carpenter, Dramatists Guild; ‘T was in three flops this } 

Arthur Hammerstein, Managers’ season.” 

Protective Association, and William “Too bad I didn’t see you in 

E. Green, A. F. of L., has stirred up that show,” answered the 

a hornet's nest as far as the head dumbdora. 

of the I. A. is concerned. Houtain 


in his missive, under date of Dec. 
23, went after each of the different 
branches of show unions and pro- 
ceeded to point out how each or- 
ganization was killing show busi- 
ness in general. 

President Canavan of the I. A. 
told a Variety representative that “I 
consider him (Houtain) an irre- 
sponsible person and I don’t propose 
to have any contact with him.” 

Canavan expressed amazement at 
the contents of the letter, and was 
at a loss to account for the attack 
on the stage unions inasmuch as he 
had sent a letter to James Thatcher, 
of the stock managers in July in 
response to a communication from 
the former as to stock conditions 
and had offered to do whatever he 
could to help or assist local stock 
conditions where the matter war- 
ranted. 

Houtain assailed each group via 
its chief executive. He declared the 
stock men would not agree with 
Equity on Sunday shows. He stated 
Weber had become arrogant. and 
that he had insisted on full orches- 
tras when a three-piece orchestra 
could have sufficed and worked reg- 
ularly; that the stock managers 
would put back musicians if he were 
to rewrite the scale downward, be- 
come more liberal in his contracts 
and “live and let live.” 

He told Canavan that his I. A. 
was driving managers from the the- 
atre in force; that stage crews in 
stock theatres after striking a set 
on Monday played cards the re- 
mainder of the week; and that “your 
union has done more to close stock” 
than any other force in the theatre. 
The Lesser and Green barrages were 
not so poignant or marked, but they 
were in keeping with the general 
gist of the letter. 

He avowed Carpenter and the 
Guild were not fair or just in their 
high-priced royalties. That the play 
agent while receiving his 10% com- 
mission would pass the buck to the 
authors when the stock managers 
complained about the royalties and 
that authors refused to listen to 
reason, ERS 

In conclusion Houtain admitted 
he wasn’t a showman, but an attor- 
ney. He asked for conferences and 
the appointment of a plan and scope 
committee of three to head off a 
funeral of the legit show biz in gen- 
eral and the stock managers spe- 
cifically. 





AHEAD AND BACK 


Abe Halle, manager, “Fifty 
Million Frenchmen,” 

Merritt Franken, press agenting 
for “Bare Facts.” 

Harry Davies ahead and Robert 
McNabb back with “Two Inno- 


cents” (same as “The Unsophisti- 
cates”), 


Milton Raison, former general 
“press representative for Schwab & 
Mandel, has taken similar berth 
with Connolly & Swanstrom . to 
handle exploitation of “Sens o’ 
Guns,” at the Imperial, New York. 

Harry Cort, ahead and back, 
“Blue Heaven,” Chicago. 

Herman Bernstein, ahead 
back, “R. U. R.” Chicago. 


for 


and 


Al Bachelder, ahead, J. Frank 
Gibbons, back, “June Moon,” Chi- 
cago. 

Jack Sheehan, ahead, “Street 


Scene,” Chicago. 


CAST CHANGES 


Philip Tong has gone into David 
Hutchison’s role in “Sons o’ Guns,” 
Imperial, New York. Lynne Over- 


man jumped into the part last week | 


as an accommodation. Hutchison 
displaced an ankle bone while prac- 


ticing a dance in his apartment. He 


is expected back into the show next 
month. 


Walter Woolf out of “The Duchess 


of Chicago.” Nate Wagner replac- 


ing. 


Betty Compsor taken ill Sunday 


was out of “Fifty Million French- 
men,” Lyric, New York. Lee Anne 
Meredith replaced her. 


|}anti-theatre ordinance. 


Show Unions for Stock’s Funeral 








She’ll Find Out! 


A chorus girl from out of 
town reached New York on a 
visit to her chorusing chum, 














Avon Co. Observes Day 
They Sloughed Bard 


Portland, Ore., Dec. 24. 
Shakespeare anniversary observed 
here by Stratford-on-Avon Festival 
players at the auditorium for four 
days. Play date were Dec. 17, 18, 
19 and 21. No show Dec. 20, in 
keeping with historic English stage 
custom dating from Dec. 20, 1649. 
On that date, soldiers entered the 
Red Bull theatre, in London, and 
dragged performers to prison on an 
Memory of 
the affront to the profession was 
kept alive for many years by ob- 
servance of “no show Dec. 20.” 
Stratford company used it as pub- 
licity gag here. 


“Interlude” Chi Holdover 


Chicago, Dec. 24. 

N. Y. Theatre Guild has doubled 
subscription lists over last season, 
this year passing 14,700, against 
7,300 subscribers last year. 
Increase is partly attributed to 
the inclusion of “Strange Interlude” 
on the five-play schedule. O'Neill's 
piece will continue at the Black- 
stone after the 15-week regular 
Guild season ends, Jan. 11, in an- 
other house, the Studebaker, with 
“R. U. R.” taking up the Black- 
stone time. 


Irving Marks’ Visit 
For the first time in 10 years 
Irving Marks, theatrical representa- 
tive of Eutope, is in New York, his 
home town. He will return to Paris, 
his headquarters, in about 10° days. 
Marks is as well known in any 
foreign capital as in Paris or Lon- 
don. He acts for a number of 
American legit producers in secur- 
ing plays and players from the other 
side. , 


Skinner Quits Shuberts 


Otis Skinner has obtained from 
Gilbert Miller “A Hundred Years 
Old,” a play which he has renamed 
“Papa Juan.” He starts his tour 
at Philadelphia, Jan. 6. 

Veteran actor’s route this season 
is in the Erlanger houses, and not 
within Shubert walls as formerly. 
Play is by the brothers Quintero. 


“Miracle” in Dallas 


Dallas, Dec. 24. 
Morris Gest has his “Miracle” set 
to open here Dec. 26, to run until 
Jan. 12, at Fair Park auditorium. 
Stage crews spent nearly a month 
building the biggest set ever put 
on a stage in Texas. 

















days a week. 


Willard Mack Free 


M-G-M failing to renew his con- 
tract, just expired, Willard Mack, 
author-director-actor, is out, with 
future plans not known. 

The legit joined the picture com-, 
pany in August, 1928. The contract 
written at that time ran out last 
week. 








SCREEN TEST “HEADS UP” 


Cast of “Heads Up” spent most 
of last week over at Paramount's 
Long Island studio taking tests. 
Film company is going to screen 
this musical and, if possible, would 
like to use the original cast, ac- 
cording to report. 

Victor Moore will also be in 
“Dangerous Nan McGrew.” 








Lou Silver’s Long Rest 
Chicago, Dec. 24. 

Lou Silvers, stage director with 
“After Dark,” has been advised by 
the Mayo Brothers clinic to take a 
long rest. 

Silvers is now in Tennessee, with 
his wife. 








Prices range from $1 to $3 in two} 





Season’s Greetings to All Our Friends 


AL GOODMAN 


And his “Brunswick Recording” 
orchestra. 

Engaged for George White's 
forthcoming production, “Aces Up.” 
At present pinch conducting for 
Jack Donahue in “Sons o’ Guns.” 





MORLEY SAYS “NO” 


Amateur Producers Continuing On 
“Seacoast of Bohemia” 








Chris Morley and Cleon Throck- 
morton call attention to a canard 
to the effect that they had been 
snubbed in Hoboken and were mov- 
ing to Brooklyn, They have been 
at work daily in the Jersey City 
readying a revival (opens Thurs- 
day) of “The Blue and the Gray,” 
which has a _ sub-title, “War Is 
Hell.” They also deny the pub- 
licity given Hoboken has damaged 
the beer places over there, but that 
it is the other way around. 

With the “seacoast of Bohemia” 
o. k. and unimpaired, Morley and 
his partner have leased the script 
and props of “After Dark” for a 
showing in Brooklyn at the Cen- 
tury, formerly called the Shubert- 
Teller. 


The attraction was billed as it 
was in Hoboken and led to the as- 
sumption that the boys had de- 
serted Hoboken. The Brooklyn 
showing is under the management 
of Harold Hevia. 

A Jersey daily printed the ama- 
teur producing twain had skipped 
the Rialto, Hoboken, owing the 
landlord $3,000. 


Shea’s Stock. Closes; 
Salary Claims Filed 


Joseph E, Shea’s stock company 
at the Westchester, Mt. Vernon, 
N. Y,. has closed. Salary claims in 
lieu of notice have been filed with 
Equity. Rules governing stock com- 
panies call for two weeks’ notice to 
be given if a season or eight or 
more weeks is not played. 

Manny Stires, said to be a local 
real estate man, guaranteed sal- 
aries for the company, but later 
withdrew his support, advising 
Equity to that effect. 


Balieff, Film M. C. 


Chicago, Dec. 24. 
Nikita Balieff of “Chauve-Souris” 
is going to m: c. for Publix. A. J. 
Balaban, visiting here, confirmed 
that he had signed the one with the 
Russo accent. 


“Baggage” Cast Wins 
Los Angeles, Dec. 24. 

Superior Court Judge McComb 
entered a judgment against Arthur 
F.. Smith, producer of “Excess Bag- 
gage,” in favor of the State Labor 
Commission for $3,100. . 

Smith produced the piece at the 
Figueroa Playhouse in May, 1928, 
and closed it without notice four 
weeks later owing the cast one week’s 
salary. Claims were filed with the 
Labor Commission by Jean Armond, 
Earl Collins and other members of 
the cast. When Smith did not set- 
tle the claims suit was brought. 


Yiddish-English Guild Off 


The Judean Drama Guild is tem- 
porarily if not permanently off 
through lack of subscribers. 

Hyman Adler, legit producer, had 
been prime mover in establishing 
the Judean Guild, which was to 
have given a season of contem- 
porary Yiddish drama translated 
into English at the Bayes roof. 

Lack of support caused Adler to 
shelve the idea after refunding $4,- 




















4000 which had been subscribed. 








Shows in Rehearsal 


“Simple Simon”. (Florenz 
Ziegfeld), Ziegfeld. 

“Aces Up” (George White), 
Apollo. 

“Challenge of Youth” (Hy- 
man Adler), Bayes, 

“Baby Biue” (Levthal Pro- 
ductions), Waldorf. 

“Hoboken Blues” (Will Mor- 
rissey), Lyric. 

“The Bottom” 
vok), Waldorf. 

“She Got Away With Mur- 
der” (Shuberts), Morosco. 

“Apartment Seven” (Fred- 
eric Clayton), Bryant Hall. 

“Nancy’s Private Affair” 
(Myron Fagan), Knicker- 
bocker). 

“He Got the Job” (John Gol- 
den), Little. 

“When Hell Froze” (Mac- 
Gowan & Reed), Longacre. 





(Leo Bulga- 











“Maternally Yours,” 
Freak Fad Play, Dull 


Los Angeles, Dec. 24. 
“Maternally Yours,” freak play 
dealing with pre-natal sex control, 


opened Monday night before a 
friendly Pasadena audience of so- 
ciety people present as guests of 


Clarence O’Dell Miller, wealthy Pas- 
adena attorney, co-author with Ole 
M. Ness, actor. 

Piece proved stupid and dull. To 
make it even more freakish, they 
distributed milk in half pint bottles 
through the audience between the 
first and second acts. 


Oakland Stock Ends 


Oakland, Cal., Dec. 24. 

The Fulton theatre again passed 
out of the picture as a stock house 
with the final performance Dec. 14 
of Belle Bennett in “Stella Dallas.” 
Henry Duffy's present plan is to use 
it for rentals as a road attraction 
house and the first booking calls 
for the appearance of the San 
Francisco symphony orchestra in a 
series of children’s concerts to be 
given at intervals during the school 
season starting in a month or so. 

The staff that has been function- 
Ing at the Fulton disbanded with 
the closing. Mrs. Mildred Susan, 
who acted as secretary for George 
Ebey and officiated as house man- 
ager during his long illness, re- 
mained as secretary to E. O. Bonde- 
son during the Duffy regime, but is 
now out. Bondeson moved today to 
Seattle, replacing Jay Williams, 
who is slated for the President in 
Los Angeles. 

Ira La Motte, for some time now 
at the President down south, re- 
turns to the Dufwin here; replac- 
ing Harry Fox, who will be placed 
in some other Duffy house, accord- 
ing to announcement. 

Jane Sherman, Valerie Bailer, 





Lillian Ostrom, Earl Loxford, 
1915.” ‘ 

Doris Patson, “Strike Up the 
Band.” 


Thelma White thruogh Louis 
Shurr for a featured part in George 
White’s “Aces Up.” 


- “Lincoln” Salary 


By aribtration players in the re- 
cent revival of “Abraham Lincoln” 
received two-eighths of a week’s 
salary from William Harris, Jr. It 
was ruled that the others, holding 
usual two-week notice contracts, 
were not enttled to the claim. 

“Lincoln” played a single week 
at the Forrest, New York. The 
manager posted notice after Tues- 
day eyening. Since it was a re- 
vival, it was given second season 
classification, which principally 
concerns notice of closing to play- 
ers. Harris claimed the contract 
provision on that point was ambigu- 
ous and was upheld. 











Divorce in Conn. 
Norwalk, Conn., Dec. 24. 
Ruth Putnam Mason Wolfe, ac- 
tress and playwright of this city, 
was divorced in Bridgeport from 
Edwin R. Wolfe, New York artist. 
Mrs. Wolfe, granddaughter of the 
late James Mason, charged deser- 
tion. She directed the Putnam Play- 
ers of New Canaan and Norwalk 
and also the Mansfield Players of 
New London. 
Miss Mason was formerly with 
the Walker stock in Cincinnati. 


ENGAGEMENTS 


Ray Shannon, “Aces Up” (George 
White). 

Hal Clarendon, Knox Herold, 
Theodore Scharfe, Raymond Bar- 
rett, Ray Harper, Margery Swem, 
Edwin Redding, George N. Price and 








Madge Christie, “Phantoms.” 
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1% POPULACE 
LEFT FOR LEGIT 
DRAMA PLAYS 


Hollywood, Dec. 24. 
One per cent of the draw popula. 
tion is all legitimate drama 
in Southern 





can 
count on California 


in the opinion of a vet stock pro- 


ducer whose activities have been 
in southern California the past 
couple of years. 

He recalls the days when 35% 


of the population was figured the 
legitimate draw. 


With the advent of pictures the 
legit draw fell to 20%. 

The spread of motoring nights 
and Sundays, at least in the south- 
ern Coast region, left, only 10% 
of the population dependable for 
the drama. 

Radio executed the final devasta- 
tion. According to the producer the 
legit manager must figure’ how to 
get by on the patronage of 3% of 
the population. One per cent of 
that is the occasional theatregoer. 
Another 1% is composed of those 
who take in a legit show every three 
or four weeks. Leaving only 1% 
to count on as persistent and inter- 
ested patrons of the legit drama. 

The talker hasn’t cut any further 
into legit biz is the producer’s 
observation. He thinks ultimately 
it will help it, with pleasure in 
dramatic dialog revived for many 
adults and discovered by the 
younger generation, many of ‘whom 
have been raised on pictures and 
hardly know there is such a thing 
as the legit theatre. 





FUTURE PLAYS 


William Farnsworth has taken 
over “Whip Hand” from Herman 
Shumlin and has listed for produc- 
tion latter part of January. 

Demarest & Lohmuller will pro- 
duce a new musical comedy writ- 
ten by Edward Laska and Roger 
Gray. Lyrics and music will be by 
Edward Pola and Eddie Brandt, 
composers of the numbers in “Woof 
Woof.” Tentative title is “Mary and 
Gay.” 

“Bridge of Sighs” is next for 
Michael Kallesser. Now casting and 
goes into rehearsal in two weeks. 

“Baby Blue,” musical produced 
several seasons ago by Mulligan and 
Trebitsch and folded prematurely 
when its angel vamped, is being re- 
vived by Jules J. Leventhal. 

Now casting and due for rehearsal 
in two weeks with show being cast 
with burlesque layoffs new to mus- 
ical comedy. 

“Children of Darkness,” by Ed- 
win Justus Mayer, has been put in 





rehearsal by Macgowan and Reed 


and will try out at the Nixon, 
Pittsburgh, Dec. 30. Opens at the 
Biltmore Jan. 6. 

Lester Lonergan is_ directing. 
Cast includes Basil Sydney, Mary 
Ellis Charles Dalton, Walter Kings- 
ford, Eugene Powers and J. Kerby 
Kawkes. 

“Lost Sheep” will reach produc- 
tion shortly under Marion Gering 
and Jacob Weiser. Gering will di- 
rect it, 

“The Tower of Crime” is set as 
next for A. E. and R. R. Riskin, 
with rehearsals scheduied for two 
weeks hence. 

Riskins quit producing a year ago 
to engage in writing field, but are 
doing a comeback as _ producers 
with this one. 

“The Swan Song,” by Ben Hecht 
and Charles MacArthur, is next in 
line for Sam H. Harris and sched- 
uled for rehearsal next month. 

Tom Howard, comic, has been 
signed by Jones & Green for a new 
musical of carnival life captioned 
“The Grifter.” 

“The Beggar's Curse” goes into 
rehearsal next week as initial pro- 
duction of Madison Productions, 
Inc. Opens at Wilmington, Del., Dec. 
17, with New York to follow. 

Cast includes Dorothea Collins, 
Edwin Jasper, Lewis Hurley, Frank 
Pitts, Grayce O'Connell, Marjorie 
Lee, Frank Giordana and others. 

“Virgin City” is next for David 
Belasco and will take precedence in 
the Belasco production schedule 
over “Blind Windows,” recently 
tried out and hauled in for revision. 

“City” had been set for production 
last spring, but shelved because © 
casting difficulties which have since 
been abrogated. Piece scheduled for 
rehearsal in two -veeks. 
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Storm, 8 New Shows, Advance Biz 





Chicago, Dec. 24. 

Brr! That blizzard! 

Shopping business dropped from 
peak last week, but the storm had 
to come along to offset any ad- 
yantage. Oniy eight houses open. 


Rialto sprang back into high this 
week, however, with every theatre 


-epen and advance sales encour- 


aging. 

Subscription run of “Strange In- 
terlude” at the Blackstone ended 
last week to around $17,000, and 
the Guild piece continues with a 
big future sale. 

“Show Boat” showed no serious 
aecline at $31,000 for the 11th week, 
but “New Moon” for its 15th week 
was down to $20,500. Advance for 
the latter this week heavy. “Black- 
birds” dropped to $14,000, but also 
had a nice Yule week order. 

Studebaker went back to legit 
after several weeks of nice money 
with $1.50 top pictures, taking in 
“Re WU. R.” for the Guild’s sub- 
scription run, an arrangement due 
to continuance of “Interlude” at 
the Blackstone, 

“Mrs. Fraser” Good Finish 

Grace George closed a strong six 
weeks in the Princess with “First 
Mrs. Fraser’ at around $9,000. 
Ruth Draper ended a two-weeks’ 
run at the Selwyn with $12,000, and 
grossed around $24,000 for the fort- 
night. 

In all there are eight openings 
this week. 

Estimates for Last Week 

“Animal Crackers” (Grand, ist 
week). Marx Brothers’ musical 
opened Dec. 22, and a fair advance 
reported. 

“Bird in Hand” (Harris, 1st wk.) 
Preceded the other openings on 
Dec. 21. 

“Blackbirds” (Adelphi, 5th wk.). 
Colored musical still battling at 
$14,000 and hopes for the best, 

“Blue Heaven” (Garrick, lst wk.). 
Opened Dec. 22 and is the comedy 
originally known as “Veneer” after 
eonsiderable revision. 

“Brothers” (Erlanger, 8th wk.). 
Storm drop to $9,500; cut rates 
helping and still good. 

“Illegal Practise” (Playhouse, 2d 
week). Battled discouraging no- 
tices and hit around $3,500. Is in 
spot neglected in bad weather. 

“Infinite Shoeblack” (Princess, 
ist week). Opened Dec. 23 for a 
three-week run, replacing “Mrs. 
Fraser” on the Dramatic League 0 
‘Chicago schedule. : 

“June Moon” (Selwyn, 1st week). 
This comedy is expected to do 
business. 

“New Moon” (Great. Northern, 
16th week). Slumped to $20,500 in 
the storm, which is not so discour- 


'. aging under the circumstances, 


“Night in Venice” (Majestic, Ist 
week, but 4th week in Chicago). 
Reopened after qa shut-down last 
week, transferred from the Grand. 

“Queen Bee” (Cort, 4th week). 
Holding up bravely at $4,000. 

“R. U. R.” (Studebaker, 1st wk.). 
Booked for only three weeks to care 
for Guild subscribers. 

“Show Boat” (Illinois, 12th wk.). 
From $34,000 two weeks ago to $31,- 
000 storm week, Not a dishearten- 
ine drop. 

“Street Scene” (Apollo, ist wk.). 
Opening Christmas night with the 
first New York cast. Big mail 
business reported. 

“Strange Interlude” (Blackstone, 
4th week). Now strictly on box 
office. Third week, $17,000. 





Lone Stock in Pittsburgh 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 24. 

Legit at low ebb last week with 
George Sharp’s stock at Pitt alone 
carrying on. With Nixon and Alvin 
dark, Sharp put on Rose Melville’s 
old “Sis Hopkins,” with extra in- 
ducements for kiddies, and braved 
Pre-Christmas week with colors 
fiying. 

Alvin this week has Ethel Bar- 
rymore for fortnight, to be followed 
y two weeks of Thurston. Then 
comes Ted Healy in return of 
Night In Venice” and start of 
Shubert operetta revivals. 

Nixon, with “Vanities” current, 
brings Mary Ellis in “Children of 
Darkness” New Year’s week and 
Rothing in sight for awhile. 


Drama-Musical Stock 


Hollywood, Dec. 24. 

Musical productions alternating 
With two weeks of dramatic stock 
Planned by Lawrence Marsh, direc- 
tor of the Savoy Players at San 

iego. 

Marsh held auditions’ in Holly- 
Wood last week, as the result of 
which Margaret Lee and Douglas 
Keaton, leads; Buddy Waddles, 
juvenile, and Duane Thompson, in- 
genue, went to San Diego. 

Marsh wants to open Jan. 6 with 
“Hit the Deck,” Waddles in the 


Part he held down in a Los Angeles 
Production, 
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Wouldn’t Tell Why 
Barrymore Owed Him 


Los Angeles, Dec, 24, 

When Millard Smith appeared in 
Superior Court to collect a $400 
I. O. U. from Lionel Barrymore 
Judge Wilson asked him how the 
debt was incurred. Smith refused 
to answer. The court then asked 
him if it was a gambling debt. “If 
I answer that,” replied Smith, “I 
might incriminate myself.” 

Judgment was rendered in favor 
of Smith. 

Barrymore made no defense, 


Horton’s First Trek 


Los Angeles, Dec. 24. 

Edward Everett Horton will move 
his production of “Among the Mar- 
ried” to the Curran theatre, Frisco, 
after he closes his run here Jan. 12. 
This will be the first time Horton 
has played outside of L, A. in six 
years. 

Horton recently disposed of his 
lease on the Majestic theatre here 
to Louis Macloon, who will produce 
“New Moon.” 


“Gambling’s” Long Trek 


George M. Cohan will fold “Gam- 
blind” at the Fulton, New York, 
Jan, 4, and take the entire com- 
pany on a tour headed for the 
West Coast. 

It is not unlikely that “Gambling” 
with original cast may be filmed 
for a talker by United Artists. 
Cohan has been signed to write and 
direct Al Jolson’s first for United 
Artists. 














POST’S NEW ROLE 


Hollywood, Dec. 24. 

Guy Bates Post takes the Wm. 
Faversham part in “Her Friend the 
King” on the coast. Henry Duffy 
has western rights. Portland and 
Seattle will see it first, with Post 
first doing two weeks of “The Mas- 
querader”’ at the Portland Dufwin, 
atarting Jan. 5. 

Dale Winter and Henry Duffy go 
into the President, Los Angeles, 
with “The Cat and the Canary,” 
following run of “That Ferguson 
Family.” 

“The Boomerang” succeeds “Abra- 
ham Lincoln” at Duffy’s El Capitan, 
Hollywood, this week. Tom Moore, 
Kay Hammond and Ben Lyon in the 
cast. 


Combo Stock Show 


Chicago, Dec. 24. 

Dark for some time, Midway, 
former southside stock burlesque 
spot, reopens Saturday with a com- 
bo vaude and legit stock. 

Two shows daily, with an hour of 
vaude. Stock headed by Frances 
Jean Robertson and William Juhl. 
Enterprise under auspices of Emil 
Loew. 

Will stick to pop prices except the 
week-ends. 








COMEDY OPENING 
Wilmington, Dec. 23. 

“Trevelyn’s Ghost,” by Dwight 
Taylor, farce-comedy, opens at the 
Shubert-Playhouse this Friday 
(Dec. 27). A. L. Erlanger and 
George C. Taylor are the producers. 
It is the autbor’s first professional 
production, 

Cast includes Frederick Kerr, 
Phyllis Povah, Rea Martin, Nancy 
Ryan, Percy Ames, Charles Brown, 
Harold de Becker, A. J. Herbert and 
Percival Vivian. 





“SARI” REVIVAL, WITH MITZI 


Mitzi is curtailing her vaude en- 
gagements to return to musical 
comedy in a revival of “Sari,” 
which Paul Yarten will produce. 

Mitzi appeared in original pro- 
duction of the Hungarian operetta 
under management of the late 
Henry W. Savage 15 years ago. 





Cantor-Valentine Claim 
Los Angeles, Dec. 24. 


Grace Valentine, pictures, filed 
salary claims with the state labor 
commission amounting to $345 


against David Cantor. 

Miss Valentine declares she was 
engaged by Cantor to play the lead 
in “The Night Hawk” at the Orange 
Grove theatre. Cantor gave her two 
checks amounting to $354 which 





Miss Valentine said bounced. 





Fat and Thin 


Musical comedy star, whose 
picture isn’t doing so well, has 
been persuaded to stop panning 
it. 

Situation arose through the 
stage name touring this fall 
with the press remarking that 
she looked much thinner in 
person than on the screen. 
Somebody happened to suggest 
that maybe the studio camera- 
men didn’t shoot her from the 
proper angles—and the star 
thought so well of the alibi 
she launched a personal cam- 
paign exploiting it. Company 
which made the picture finally 
called her in for a talk, since 
which she has laid off. 

As a matter of record the lady 
arrived in Hollywood a bit 
plump, went on a diet while 
the film was in work and has 
since prevented the lost weight 
from returning, which explans 
the difference the critics are 
noticing. However, the star 
has received no intimation that 
the original film company will 
exercise its option and further 
picture offers from other con- 
cerns are so far absent. 














L. A. LOSING 9, 
GETS 8 LEGITS 


Los Angeles, Dec. 24. 
Last week was cleanout week, 
making way for the new crop of 
Yuletide offerings. Five current at- 
tractions were withdrawn for new 
ones at the week end while three 
houses which have been dark re- 
open this week. 
Trade was dull excepting for the 
Columbia Opera repertoire which 
hit around $15,000 at the Biltmore 
for third and last week. 
Among the holdover attractions 
for the New Year “Among the Mar- 
ried,” at the Majestic, in third week, 
did its best trade at. $8,200. 
Actor’s theatre brodied with 
“Passing of Third Floor ~-Back,” 
which blew at end of third week, 
gross around $1,100. “Bad Babies” 
somewhat of a break, due to school 
holiday and cut rate for fourth 
week at Figueroa getting around 
$2,900. : 
With practically no overhead to 
speak of the President with second 
week of “The Ferguson Family,” 
had nice profit at $4,700. “Abraham 
Lincoln” proved a bust at the El 
Capitan and was yanked on second 
week at $4,500, while “The Climax” 
ran short of $4,000 for, its final 
stanza at the Hallywood Playhouse. 
“In His Arms,” at the Vine Street, 
quit in third week at $3,400. 
Houses changing attractions this 
week are Biltmore, “Diamond Lil,” 
which opened on 22; “El Capitan,” 
“The Boomerang” same day. Also 
1 Badge Playhouse with “Dear 
e.’ 
Vine Street with “The Rear Car” 
and Actor's Theatre with “The 
Power of Love,” Christmas day. 
Houses to dust off their seats are 
Hollywood Music Box, world prem- 
iere of “Maternally Yours,” Dec. 23 
and Mayan, with “Oh Susanna,” on 
Dec. 27, both starting “cold.” Then 
at end of week, Belasco will harbor 
group of Yiddish players for a week. 
Estimates for Last Week 
Actors Theatre—"“The Passing of 
the 8rd Floor Back” (3rd and final 
week). They would not take this 
o36 sea the start. Scrammed at 
Biltmore—Columbia Grand Opera 
Company (3rd and final week). Got 
around $50,000 for three weeks with 
$15,000 for the parting essay. 
Egan — “The First Night” (4th 
If they come okay, if not 


week). 
80 why should anyone 





no worry, 
be concerned even if it is $900 or so? 

EI! Capitan — “Abraham Lincoln” 
(2nd and final week). Not right 
period of year for this superb pro- 
duction and cast, so Duffy let it 
fade out, $4,500. 

Figueroa Playhouse — “Bad Ba- 
bies” (4th week). Drew flaps and 
boy friends at cut rates, $2,900, 
which was no profit. 

Hollywood Playhouse—“The Cli- 
max” (3rd and final week). Guy 
Bates Post gate less than $4,000. 

Majestic—“Among The Married” 
(38rd week). Drew from all around 
to top business of engagement with 
$8,200. 

President—“That Ferguson Fami- 

ly” (2nd week). No excitement. 
Just $4,700, which is profit. 
Vine Street—“In His Arms” (3rd 
and final week). They never wanted 
this though it had Marjorie Ram- 
cao and Franklin Pangborn. Final 
3,400. 





L. A. Yiddish Troup 
Los Angeles, Dec. 24. 
Mollie Cohn and Jack Berlin will 
open at the Belasce theatre Dec. 30 





/for a week of Yiddish drama. 


Shows in N. Y. and Comment 





mediocrity or loss. 


play is-also considered. 


admission scale given below. 





Figures estimated and comment point to some attractions being 
successful, while the same gross accredited to others might suggest 
The variance is explained in the difference in 
house capacities with the varying overhead. 
with consequent difference in necessary gross of profit. Variance 
in business necessary for musical attraction as against dramatic 


Classification of attraction, house capacity and top prices of the 
Key to classification: 
D (drama); R (revue); M (musical comedy); F (farce); O (operetta). 


_ 


Also the size of cast, 


C (comedy) 3 








“Berkeley Square,” Lyceum (8th 
week) (C-957-$4.40). Business in 
general away off last week—pre- 
Christmas but some shows held 
their pace with little difference; 
this success over $19,000. 

“Bird in Hand,” Masque (39th 
week) (CD-700-$3.85). Moved 
from Barrymore with No. 2 com- 
pany; original sent to Chicago; 
around $8,000. 

“Bitter Sweet,” Ziegfeld (8th week) 
(M-1,622-$6.60). . After excellent 
start business dropped; over $50,- 
000; under $40,000 last week but 
may recover. 

“Broken Dishes,” Ritz (8th week) 
(C-945-$3). Getting by to profit; 
some cut rates, with agency call 
moderate; $9,000 estimated aver- 
age. 

“Candle Light,” Empire (13th week) 
(CD-1,000-$3.85). Hasn’t had los- 
ing week though trade not excep- 
tional after eight-week agency 
buy; around $8,000. 

“Death Takes A Holiday,” Barry- 
more (list week) (D-1,090-$3). 
Presented by Lee Shubert; opens 
Thursday (Dec. 26). 

“Fifty Million Frenchmen,” Lyric 
(5th week) (M-1,400-$6.60). New 
musical success indicated by big 
demand in agencies; above $42,- 
000. 

“First Mrs. Frazer,” Playhouse (ist 
week) (CD-879-$3.85). Presented 
by William A. Brady; authored 
by St. John Ervine; well regarded 
in Chicago; opens Saturday (Dec. 
29). 

“Gambling,” Fulton (18th week) 
(CD-913-$3.85). Will take to road 
after another week; could remain 
longer but George M. Cohan's 
coast plans brought decision to 
tour westward; $10,000 lately but 
average considerably more. 
“Half Gods,” Plymouth (2nd week) 
(CD-1,042-$3.85), Opened Satur- 
day. 

“Heads Up,” Alvin (7th week) (M- 
1,387-$5.50). Bettering $30,000 and 
classed as one of list’s best musi- 
cals; should last through season. 
“Houseparty,” Waldorf (16th week) 
(D-1,101-$3). Sticking to moderate 
money at $5,000; satisfactory 
through tie-up front and back. 
“How’s Your Health?” Vanderbilt 
(5th week) (C-771-$3.85). Some- 
thing of disappointment to date; 
pace after next week will decide. 
“Inspector Kennedy,” Bijou (2nd 
week) (CD-605-$3). Opened Fri- 
day; first nighters not enthused. 
“It Never Rains,” Eltinge (6th 
week) (C-892-$3). Moved here 
from Republic Monday; guaran- 
teeing house very light to date. 
“Jenny,” Booth (12th week) (CD- 
946-$4.40). Average of better than 
$14,000 though down around $10,- 
000; should stay through Janu- 


ary. 
“Journey’s End,” Miller’s (41st 
week) (D-946-$4.40). Still making 
good money though grosses eased 
off during past month; about $12,- 
500. 
“June Moon,” Broadhurst (12th 
week) (C-1,118-$3.85). Since open- 
ing leading non-musicals in gross; 
$24,000, 
“Ladies. of Jury,” Erlanger (9th 
week) (C-1,520-$3). Resumed 
Monday after laying off week; 
average over $314,908; recently 
around $10,000 but better money 
expected. 
“Many Waters,” Times Square (13th 
week) (CD-1,057-$3.85). Off last 
week; resumed Monday; average 
over $12,000 but lately $8,500; 
leaves after another week; 
“Strike Up the Band,” due Jan. 6, 
postponed until week following. 
“Mendel, Inc,” Harris (5th week) 
(C-1,051-$3.85). Laugh show did 
not stand up as expected, drop- 
ping to around $8,500; may pick 





up. 
“Meteor,” Guild (1st week) (CD- 





Frisco Grosses 





San Francisco, Dec, 24, 
Legitimate theatres here went 
into the pre-Christmas slump with 
one exception. 

“Journey’s End,” at the Geary, 
third week, got its biggest gross 
since it opened, $16,500. The Cur- 
ran next door was dark owing to 
the departure a week sooner than 
+ Cems of Mae West in “Diamond 
an 

Duffy's President with Charlotte 
Greenwood in “She Couldn’t Say 
No” dropped little below $7,000 and 
his Alcazar with “The Boomerang” 
slightly better than $3,000. 
Columbia held’ over “Hunting 
Tigers in India” augmented with 
pictures of Zeppelin trip around 
the world and pulled about $4,000. 
Green Street with “The Flat 





Tire” in 14th week slipped to $1,200. 


Admission tax applies on tickets over $3 





914-$3). Presented by Theatre 
Guild; tried in Boston and rated 
having good chance; written by 
S. N. Behrman; opened Monday. 

“Red Rust,” (2d week) (D-1,189-$3). 
Junior organization of Theatre 
Guild playing in this; reported 
doing fairly late last week. 

“Salt Water,” John Golden (5th 
week) (C-900-$3). Liked with 
business only fair to date but ex- 
pected to move up; $7,000 or bit 
more. 


“Scandals,” Apollo (14th week) (R- 
1,168-$6.60). First three months 
to very big money; dropped 
lately to under $30.000. 

“Seven,” Republic (1st week) (D- 
901-$3). Presented by Jimmie 
Cooper; written by Frank J. Col- 
lins; melodrama, opens Friday 
(Dec, 27). 

“Sons o’ Guns,” Imperial (5th week) 
(M-1,400-$6.60). Biggest thing 
on Broadway; new musical starts 
like smash; over $47,000. 


“Sketch Book,” 44th St. (26th week) 
(R-1,385-$6.60). Carroll revue 
making run; dipped under $30,000 
but should come back. 


“Street Scene,’ Playhouse 
week) (C-879-$3.85). Almost year 
for dramatic smash; moves to 
Ambassador Friday and expected 
to remain into Spring; bettering 
$17,000 during autumn but drop- 
ped to around $12,000 lately. 

“Strictly Dishonorable,” Avon (15th 
week) (C-830-$3.85). Record 
business for house weekly; close 
to $20,000; in no way affected. 

“Subway Express,” Liberty (14th 
week) (D-1,202-$3). Averaging 
$12,000; off lately with estimated 
pace about $8,000; may move 
after holidays. 

“Sweet Adeline,” Hammerstein’s 
(17th week) (M-1,265-$6.60). 
Musical leader for time at around 
$43,000; eased off in last month; 
last week $32,000. 

“The Criminal Code,” National 
(13th week) (D-1,164-$3). Slated 
to go on tour but engagenment 
indefinite; ending slightly changed 
with better box-office results;. 
$9,000 and better. 

“The Game of Love and Death,” 
Biltmore (5th week) (D-1,000-$3). 
Moved from Guild for balance of 
subscription period; one week 
more, house getting new attrac- 


tion. 

“The Little Show,” Music Box (35th 
week) (R-1,000-$4.40). Came back 
very strongly after summer and 
averaged $25,000; recently off, 
about $18,000. 

“The Street Singer,’ Shubert (14th 
week) (M-1,395-$5.50). Averag- 
ing $24,000 unti) lately; layed off 
last week; resumed Monday. 

“Top Speed,” Chanin’s 46th St (1st 
week) (M-1,413-$5.50), Presented 
by Bolton, Kalmar and Ruby; 
also authored it; opens Wednes- 
day (Dec. 26). 

“Wise Child,” Belasco (21st week) 
(C-1,050-$3.85). One of best 
money makers on Broadway; 
average grosses over $23,000; 
looks like cinch for all season. 

“Wonderful Night,” Majestic (9th 
week) (O-1,776-$5.50). Better 
than some of other musicals; 
average around $25,000 and has 
topped that figure. 

“Woof Woof,’ Royale (ist week) 
(M-1,118-$4.40). Presented by 
William Demarest and Bernard 
Lohmuller (new); opened in 
Boston; opens Wednesday (Dec, 
25). 

“Young Sinners,” Moroseo (5th 
week) (CD-893-$3). Some re- 
viewers rated this comedy rather 
raw: doing business and liable to 
stick; estimated above $12,000. 

“Your Uncle Dudley,” Cort (6th 
week) (C-1,042-$3). Should get 
share of holiday trade but has 
not shown real strength; around 
$7,000. 

Special Attractions—Little Theatres 

“Sherlock Holmes,” New Amster- 
dam; revival has drawn big biz; 
one more week. 

“The Blue and the Gray,” Rialto, 
Hoboken; revival; opens Thurs- 
day (Dec. 26). 

“Richelieu,” Hampden’s; revival; 
opens Wednesday (Dec. 25). 


(51st 


“Bebes In Toyland,” Jolson’s re- 
vival; opened Monday; four 
weeks. 


“Playboy of the Western World,”. 


Irish; revival; opens Friday (Dec, 
27). 

Ruth Draper, Comedy; 
Thursday (Dec. 26), 

Civic Repertory, 14th Street. s 

“Robin Hood,” Casino; revival; re- 
sumed Monday, after Jolson date, 

“Hoboken Hoboes,” Lyric, Hoboken; 
Will Morrissey’s revue across 
river; opens Friday (Dec. 27). 

“Michael and Mary,” Hopkins; fig- 
ured for run. 

“The Novice and the Duke,” Ase 
sembly; resumed Monday. 
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Plays on 


LEGITIMATE 


Broadway 





RED RUST 


Drama in. three acts by V. Kirchon and 
A. Ouspensky, transiated from the Russian 


by Virginia and Frank Vernon. Presented 


by Theatre Guild Studio Players at Martin 








Beck Dec. 17. Directed by Herbert J. 
Biberman. Sets by Cleon Throckmorton. 
Bezborodov......--ereeesvees Lionel Stander 
Lutikov.....-. eeecceccessoces George Tobias 
Andrei.....cccsessescosesses Harry M. Cooke 
PetrossiaN. .cccccccccssescess Elliot Sullivan 
Pimples, ..csccccscaccecseccess Lee Strasberg 
BesSeGa...cccccsccossecssqecesd Albert Angell 
Terekhine.............-Herbert J. Biberman 
Vozanesienski......-.ss+5- .Spenser Kimbell | 
PIGUP. ccc ccccccccscvccecesorcs Luther Adler 
Superviser. ....cccerccsesens Charles Peyton | 
VORRE . cc cicceccececes .-Ackland Powell | 
Cl eee Gale Sondergaard 
Pemia....ccocrccccccesevssccese Florence House 
VEPVOAlS. esos ccccccovesecces Virginia Berry | 
LONOV... oe pedeccucseqescesovace William Challee 
LABG... cccccrceccccvcceceroccess Ruth Nelson | 
POQOPs oc icc ccdveces ee) Oe Franchot Tone | 
Oiga..vs<eo ebcoscocsesces-Ruth Chorpenning 
Bet Clg WOMAM . occ cccevevecses Helen Plaut 
Da Old Ween. ods dicicee.: Lizzie Rechelle 
Jat; Passer hy es eed ccecs8 ed Wells Richardson 
2d Passerby ....occcercescvse Charles Peyton 
BI PasserGy ..ccccccecvcccess Frank Verigun 
Youth... cdecccccssccsccsecs Joseph Kieima 
BOBBAT 5-0 sc coccvedcctevssecene Thomas Fisher 
Perri ee George Shoemaker 
a Tk Eunice Stoddard 
LOUKItOD 2 6. twee code rcsccesssss Curiis Arnall 
BOSTOURTT 4.006sc ccc cernnccases Charlies Peyton 
TIAVIRIOV 6 cccccecsecevccecees Harry Wilson 
PUAN cs oid'd'c bcs te dewceeeescces Borts Kortin | 
Students and Laborers..Leo Carroll, Julian | 
Garfield M. Fishman, Lawrence Hart, 
Frank Stringfellow. George Bratt, Robert 
Page, Robert Caile, Jack Elder, Bert 
Stuart. 


First effort of the Guild offspring, 
its Studio Players, as an artistic ex- 
periment is a box-office flop. 

After that it’s only a question of 
how long ‘the senior organization 
wants to keep it going, as it’s b_en 
tacked on to the regular Guild sub- 
scription. On its own merits it 
couldn't last a week. 

“Red Rust” is a lot of poppycock 
as theatre fare. Discussed as.a 
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two-sided debate on current Soviet 
system, particularly deliberating on 
the morality clause, it turns out a 
most boring evening’s entertain- 
ment. Produced at the Moscow 
State Proletarian theatre’ three 
years ago, with later productions in 
London and Paris. Outside of. the 
Soviet regime proper it’s difficult to 
|understand how this dramatized 





marionettes are about one-fifth the 
size of humans or less. 

At $3 top, this is a better show 
for anyone than many piays that 
have struck Broadway this acger: 

thar. 





HALF GODS 


Comedy in three acts presented by 
Arthur Hopkins at the Plymouth, Dec. 
21; written by Sidney Howard; staged b) 
the producer. 

Stephen Ferrier....+++<«0+++++: Donn Cook 








| dissertation could be accepted as 
| such. It deals in symbols, projects 
morbid and mawkish situations and 
dawdles in sentimentality. In Rus- 
sia and with Russian players the| 
natives may have gone for it, though | 
to anyone who knows something | 
about the political situation over 
there, even this is dubious. 

Very little difference between this | 
| stage piece and most of the Soviet | 
films shown over here. 

There are 31. principal characters | 
and 10 atmosphere bits. Central 
theme of the dragged-out theme is | 
the sex problem and its purported | 
flexibility in the Soviet land of to- | 
day. | 

Mr. Biberman, director and head | 
of the studio’s production commit- | 
tee, wandered quite a bit in con- 
struction. He's the principal actor 
in’ the play, but with no outstand- 
ing contribution. Rest of the cast 
| are all professionals, therefore some | 
| of the bad performances are not ex- | 
cusable.. Opening night some mis- | 

cued more than once. 
| Understood that the parent Guild | 





| 





|is bankrolling its embryo studio. 
| Fortunate for both the elder Guild | 
is in so soft. Span. 
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Marionette play conceived and presented | 
by Tony Sarg, in four acts and eight scenes. 
| No credits or billing for players speaking 
| roles for the marionette characters. Run- 
ning time, 95 minutes. fncluding intermis- | 
|; sion. At New York Theatre Assembly for | 
| limited engagement, with matinees every | 
| day excepting Tuesday and Sunday. $3 top. 


} 





Amusing, unique entertainment 
}for all kids from Six to 60 and over, 
'*Rip Van Winkle” deserves and 
|should receive support, particularly 
}at this time of the year when the 
|toy-like performances of the Tony 
| Sarg marionettes are nothing if not 
appropriate. 

Besides being considerably divert- 
jing; the mariongtte show is highly 
jinteresting fromthe. point. of view 
j of the intricafe detail and ingenuity 
jinvolved in building and presenting 
la play entirely with wooden though 
not inanimate characters. Voices of 
unseen artists speak the lines in al- 
| most perfect synchronism with the 
movements, actions and gestures of 
{the various marionettes until the 
\illusion is deftly created that these 
/miniatures are real They actually 
achieve a'lifélike side, with the hu- 
man dialog assisting in giving the 
toy men, women and children 
startling reality. Musical numbers 
and dances are included in the ac- 
tion, with an elementary, rather 
hectic hoofing routine by a pair of 
youngsters an outstanding treat. 

Comedy that gets the laughs of 
old as well as young is sprinkled 
generously throughout “Rip Van 
Winkle,” the grog hound who took 
the wrong drink and went to sleep 
for 20 years, reappearing in such bad 
shape that one would think he had 
sampled the latest libation from a 
local speak. 

Rip is an interesting character, 
with the effect of the performance 
heightened by the good voice ac- 
companying from the wings, above, 
behind the set or somewhere. Curi- 
ously enough, although the persons 














doing the dialog are never seen, 
these persons are so placed that a 





DOROTHY LULL 


with 
7TH EDITION OF 


“Earl Carroll’s Vanities” 


NOW ON TOUR 


ventriloquist could not have made 
it appear more certain that the 
speech was coming from the mario- 
nettes. Only marring from voice is 
the too mature speech that goes for 
the little girl dummy. 

A miniature stage is centered in 
the Theatre Assembly, former Prin- 
cess, with small curtains closing in 
on the conclusion of each scene. The 
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|adverse reviews hurt its chances no | 


| dence) 
| again. 


Hope Ferrier.......-.- ~.--Mayo Methot 
DME. i sccseoeee izabeth Goodyear 
Dennls......0+ceeseceeeecsseess Paul Porte: | 
Rush Bigelow. ....+esce+see+- Walter Regan | 
Judge Sturgis.....eess+eeee Walter Walker | 
Helena Grey...ccccecceceees Dorothy Sands | 
Dr. Mannering......-++-«++++ Edward Reese | 
First Policeman..Robert Bunce Williams | 
Second Policeman........- Philip Beveridge | 
| Pauline. vsss cccicdecdds cde Laura Hamilton | 
First Porter...csescocessessus Arthur Shaw 
Second Porter....sccseees Hal K. Dawson | 
Third Porter. .ccsccecseces Thaddeus Clancy | 
Dr. Wolheim........++.-Siegfried Rumann 
First Detective....ccsccecoreed Arthur Shaw 
Second Detective......+.+. Hal K. Dawson | 





“Half Gods” is diverting but it 
isn’t the kind of a play that is fated 
to wear out the door hinges, and 


little. 

Sidney Howard, whose “They 
Knew What Théy Wanted” won the 
Pulitzer prize, has written a love 
istory of marriage dealing with a 
couple who have had two children, 
but are still in the squabbling | 
division. Other authors have used | 
similar theme, mostly with indiffer- | 


ent success. In the ease of “Half 
Gods” the thing is done very well. 
The new fangled practice of psy- 





chiatry is brought in sharp relief 
with that of practical medical 
treatment with the latter brought | 


out on top for the reason that chil- | 


|dren cannot be. disposed of by re- | 


directing mental attitudes. The | 
kindly advice of a former judge is |} 
unavailing in keeping the fighting | 
Ferriers together. It is love and 
the kids (not in actual stage evi- | 
that. bring. them together 


Stephen and Hope Ferrier are on 

the verge of a crash. He arises 
with a grouch, complaining he 
needs eight hours sleep and doesn’t 
get it. Hope is fed up with home 
routine and yearns to be on her 
own. The matter of the children 
does not at the time greatly con- 
cern her. She consults Dr. Man- 
nering who discusses her inhibitions 
and agrees to her right to divorce. 
Steve reaches the point where 
divorce would be all right with him, 
too. He explains there is but one 
ground for.a-decree in New York 
and arranges to be, caught with a 
huzzy by .detectives he himself 
hires, .Steve is pinched for driving 
with the girl while stewed, but that 
is squared. He is off in a huff again 
when he. discovers his best friend 
has. designs on his wife. 
The show reaches a peak in Fer- 
rier’s home at the time he is mov-. 
ing back from the club and she is 
leaving for Rend. Dr. Wolheim, 
German child specialist has been 
summoned to attend the kids, up- 
stairs with the whooping cough. He 
tells Steve that as a husband he 
should spank the wife and have an- 
other baby, but he puts it in much 
terser terms. Perhaps that line was 
the one which made a ticket broker 
blush, so he said. 

Steve arranges the rendevouz 
with the dame, but it never takes | 
place. Hope comes into the pic- 
ture, asking Steve to come home 
for the occasion of Judge Sturgis’ 
birthday. They are dressing up for 
the event and discussing their af- 
fairs. Hope frankly says she is as 
much in love with him as ever and 
wants him to stay. That is the 
curtain, 

Mayo Methot as Hope is in a 
much happier spot than with the 
short-lived “Great Day.” Donn 
Cook, too, is excellent as Stephen. 
Siegfried Rumann, whose perform- 
ance in “The CHannel Road” won 
high praise, gives a fine impersona- 
tion of Dr. Wolheim. It is rather 
a brief part, however. Dorothy 
Sands as the closest friend of the 
couple, Walter Walker as the judge, 
Laura Hamilton as the girl, all 
contributed, . - 

There are five scenes in the: first 
act and four in the second (only 
two acts) the changes being made 
be means of revolving platforms, 
much the samé as Mr. Hopkins’ 
“On Trial,” the first of the quick 
change plays. Scene changes made 
quickly and without noise. 

The author, Sidney Howard, has 
been separated from his wife, Claire 
Eames for some time. Miss Eames 
was a psychoanalyst, with a Freud- 
ian explanation for everything. 


Arthur Hopkins third production 
at his Plymouth this season had a 
better chance than the first two 
tries (“The Commodore Marries” 
and “Channel Road”) both of which 
were unusual as is “Half Gods,” un- 
til the notices in Monday’s papers. 














A four-week agency buy won't help 
much, Tbee. 
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~ TRIXIE FRIGANZA 


METRO-GOLDWYN-MAYER STUDIO 


Personal Managers, THE BLANCHAAHDS 


INSPECTOR KENNEDY 


Three-act crime melodrama by. Milton 
Herbert Gropper and Edna Sherry, star- 
ring William Hodge. Sixteen in cast; one 
scene. Producer aand stager unmentioned 
in program, presumably William Hodge 
himself. At the Bijou, New York, Dec. 
20. (Scaled at $3.50 top.) 















Too bad this one didn’t ease into 
Broadway earlier when the murder 
mystery play had a chance. It has 


|its points, chiefly a twist of novelty 


and a good flavoring of comedy 
woven into the implausible murder 
solution formula. Still not enough 
to warrant more than a brief stay. 
Probably low production cost and 
moderate overhead will keep it in 
for the limit of its gambling possi- 
bilities... Public boredom with the 
type of play, illustrated by a whole 
series of flops since September,. too 
much of a handicap even then, 

It’s simple to understand the 
brevity of the reign of crime-and- 
detective plays. Like the rest, the 
technique here is mechanical. No 
matter how skilfully the dramatist 
tries to hide his hand, they're all 
naive theatrical hoke. There’s a 
murder in the dark in the first act; 
audience knows it will all be: ex- 
plained in almost exactly two hours 
and 10 minutes, and in: the mean- 
time the customers wait with 
various degrees of restlessness for 
the author to spill the inside. 


That is the defect this play has 
in common with all mystery melos. 
It imposes the task upon author 
and actor of holding attention ‘with 
incidents that in. themselves are 
designed merely to block. and delay 
the only important thing in. view, 
the solution. ‘Inspector Kennedy” 
tries not too successfully to cure 
the fault by brightening the old 
process with engaging comedy in 
the defective character, persua- 
sively handled by Hodge: 

Story has to do with a wicked 
old man, a drug manipulator who 
has only 30 days to live, but still 
takes time to plot the ruin of all 
the pure womanhood within reach. 
Pretty hard to take-this angle, but 
erime plays. are. permitted. to lay 
it.on thick. The last. “good, girl’ 
he puts, his lustful, althqugh. very 
ancient, eyes upon is engaged to 
the son of a man who yeahs and 
yeahs ago eloped With’ ‘the dope 
king’s true love. Heavy business 
of hate as the old man schemes to 
eommit suicide and make it seem 
the boy murdered him. That takes 
the first act and the star. doesn’t 
enter until Act II, as the, detective 
who unravels the mystery.. 

Solution progresses rather slowly 
and by many devious turns, with 
brisk spurts and alternating let- 
downs. It takes the gréater part 
of the second act to build the com- 
edy situation that everybody pres- 
ent insists for one reason or an- 
other upon confessing to the crime. 
A Chinese servant fs on the brink 
of revealing the real murderer when 
he is mysteriously bumped: off by 
a pistol shot in the dark, which 
serves for a punch second act cur- 
tain on Hodge's calm line, “It’s a 
good thing I didn’t have him (the 
Chinaman) in my lap.” © 

It’s not very convincing in many 
spots and some of the devices are 
tiresome, and it hasn’t much chance 
right now.. Nevertheless, it does 
deliver fafr if simple -entertain- 
ment, and anyhow Hodge doing the 
razor-keen crime detector exactly 
as he might do a “Rube” character 
is worth watching. pihact 

Valerie Bergere—same who used 
to do Chinese sketches in vatde- 
ville—does some heavy acting in 
the last.act, overshadowing the star 
for quite a time, plays an old wom- 
an—heavens, how time flies—and 
the nice looking juvenile, Maurice 
Burke by name, is a ringer for 
Douglas Fairbanks of a few years 
back. Margaret Mullen, the in- 
genue, is entirely out of her ele- 
ment, a Junoesque type doing a 
shrinking, clinging vine role. 

None of the other twelve stands 
out. Rush. 





METEOR 


Comedy-drama in three acts presented 
by the Theatre Guild at the Guild, Dec. 
2%; written by S. N. Behrman; staged by 
Philip Moeller. 


Ann Carr..........+...++.-Liynn Fontanhe 


Douglas Carr........ ougiass Montgomer. 
Phyllis Pennell......... a os neha O'Hara 
Sherman Maxwell........ Martin Berkeley 
Ourtis Maxwell....... ++++-Lawrence Leslie 
SUN: 65.5.05460%d00be00n Edward Emery 
PUMNOOE BOTA s ic cdcicoccictess Alfred Lunt 
BeMMOe os Cewevcccasccéasucses Leonard Loan 
BR DUP. cocdctecoccecs Charles McClelland 





Theatre Guild for its third pro- 
duction this season presents its ace 
leads—Alfred Lunt.and Lynn Fon- 
tanne, and by that token “Meteor” 
|has the better chance than the first 
| two tries. As an entertainment it 
is nowhere near as amusing as 
“The Second Man,” written by the 











same 8S. N. Behrman. “Meteor” 
will probably double its subscrip- 


WOME. . 6+. cee ereee sevceevecess+-Goo Chong 
BOE i cask stveraces ovedetetses se Eve Kobl 
Gilbert Mortover.....e.s:..- Walter Watson 
Barbara Dean........+...Margaret Mullen 
Matthew Carroll...... écecees Don Merrifield 
Dwight Mortover... «.+-Henry Herbert 
Mrs. Wemble..... .-Valerie Bergere 
Tony Carroll..... .--Maurice Burke 
Charlie Dunn... .ccsecceess Carrolt Ashburn 
Deteetive Reilly......++..++/ Abbott Adams 
Officer Smith...-.-..e+seeee- Felix Figman 
Officer Thomes........ Lawrente O'Sullivan 
Dr, GrAYccccsccsceseseses Cc. Russell Sage 
BIPEMG. coccdisoscccessoces Maurice Barrett | 
Inspector Kennedy.......+-.- Wilhtiam Hodge | 
Detective .Rorke.....«s+.+.- William Cullen 





’ —=s—2 
“— season, but a long run doubt. 

The new play does mount in jn. 
terest, especially in the thira act, 
But at the same time it becomes 
somewhat incoherent. They Sa 
that the author had in mind for his 
principal character a man who left 
college flat and made a rapid suc- 
cess as a show producer, But the 
Raphael Lord of Behrman’s crea. 
tion is a much vaster egoist, The 
author says he wrote the play long 
before he met the man in question 
In the program he merely quotes 
from one of Napoleon’s early let. 
ters: “Only one resource is left to 
j}me, to become an absolute ezoist.” 
Lord is not only blazing in his 
|}egoism but claims powers of clair- 
| Voyance—he knows things and con- 
ditions without being told and 
infallible in predicting the outcome 
of every venture. He himself de. 
clares he is so far different from 
the ordinary person that he almost 
believes. himself to be or another 
species. 

The play begins in the library of 
Professor Avery, amiable professor 
in a small town university in Mass- 





is 


(Continued on page 59) 
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|Stocks Turn to Old-Time 
Scripts in Emergency 


Dramatic stocks are resorting to 
old-time scripts to keep going. 

Economy is.ene reason, the other 
being that the pictures grab up 
Broadway stories too fast, and 
there’s no competing with picture 
versions. 

The older shows are being taken 
up by stocks for apples as against 
from $300 to $500 weekly royalties 
on new stock releases according te 
importance of Broadway showings, 





Try Change of Troupe 
To Stimulate Trade 


Never before has there been so 
much changing of stack locations 
as at present. Heretofore where 
any degree of success was obtained 
the stock producer would stick in 
same location. And when .§ biz 
slumped he still stuck in the hope 
it would become better. 

Last week three such permanent 
locations for stocks changed. Where 


stock moved in. 
old troupes. outlived their local 
draw and a change would revive 
interest. ; 


‘ONE OUT, ANOTHER IN 


Ottawa, Can., for four and one-half 
years. With,conditions not encour- 
aging he has withdrawn and is 
looking for another location. 

Oscar O'Shea, midwest stock 
operator, decided to go into the Gale. 
vin which will be renamed. 





Ruth Shepley Recalled 
Hollywood, Dec: 24. 

Ruth Shepley,;-who came west to 
make a try for pictures, was here 
just six days when summoned back 
to New York by George M. Cohan 
for “Sporting Blood,” his next stage 
play. 

This piece was tried out last sum« 
mer in Greenwich, Conn. 





Bronx Near-Strike On Pay 
Dramatic stock at the Bronx 


day night when the cast refused to: 
continue unless they were paid. 

Curtain held up until Joseph S. 
Klein, the operator, obtained funds 
with which to pay. 





Sher in Real Estate 
Leo Sher, 
Leblang and recently operating 4@ 
two-for-one eal on _legits, 
temporarily removed himself from 
show business, going with Bing & 
Bing, realtors of Times Square 
properties. 





“Bad Babies” to Frisco 
Los Angeles, Dec. 24. 
“Bad Babies,” spicy piece about 
the wild younger generation, closes 
at the Figueroa Playhouse here Jan. 
4 and opens two days later at the 
Capitol, San Francisco. 





Butterworth’s Short 
Murray Roth fs directing Charles 
Butterworth in a’ two-reel talking 
short for Warners. 
Short. is an original titled “The 
Master Sweeper,” written by Wal- 
lace Sullivan of “Variety.” 





Try New Stock Field 
Poughkeepsie, N. Y¥., Dec. 24. 
A dramatic stock company i8 
scheduled te open at the Playhouse 
next Monday. This will be the city 
' first stock venture. 
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one: moved out of a spot anothor: 
Idea seems to be" 


Johnay .-Galvin has been- produce’ 
ing stock in the Galvin theatre, : 


Opera House almost blew Thurs- : 


previously with Joe” 


has. 
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' Studios with Victor Baravella. 
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By Bill 


Los Angeles, Dec. 21. 

Hollywood Boulevard was again 
emblazoned with a battery of sun- 
ares and loud speakers amplify- 
ing the voice of KHJ to such vol- 
ume that it could be heard in Bev- 
erly Hills. Not a theatre opening, 
just the premiere of Hillcrest 
Motors’ new showrooms. By virtue 
of its affiliation with Don Lee and 
his network of radio stations along 
the Coast, it drew outstanding fig- 
ures in Hollywood's civic and film 
circles to put the event over. 

Two hour broadcast over the Don 


Lee network included many film 
names. cell lettered - m 
There is no other city in the 


world where radio stations can call 


upon so many artists willing to 
make an occasional appearance 
gratis as Los Angeles. Some re- 


spond to the requests for the pub- 
licity, while the majority are seek- 
ing picture work and will ask for 
a spot in the hope that some pic- 
ture producer or director, listening 
in, will call them. 

Operators realize the condition 
and steer clear of the professional 
demanding pay for air work. De- 
spite this, radio operators claim 
they are losing money. 

While the new Red Star music 
publishing Company has been or- 
ganized less than two months, it 
has 59 new songs created at the 
Fox studio to select from for pub- 
lication. Some 31 of these are al- 
ready spotted in Fox pictures, while 
28 are being held in abeyance and 
will ultimately find their way to 
the screen by being spotted in forth- 
coming pictures. 

Titles and authors of the num- 
bers yet to be selected for pictures 
are: “Let’s Do” and “The Fairy- 
land Brigade,’ by Pease and Nel- 
‘T’ve Got 


son; “Nobody Home,” 

Everything But You,” “My Love 
Song,” “Riding on a Moonbeam” 
and “Till-I Met You,’ by John 
Burke and George Little; “Whisper 


Sweet Nothings,” by James Mon- 
aco; “The Home At the End of My 
Dreams,” by Monaco and Joe Mc- 
Carthy; “Magic Carpet of My 
Dreams,” “Look At That Girl,” by 
Byron Gay; “The Little Blue Gate,” 
by C. W. Cadman and Edward 
Lynn; “Lady in Green,” by Cadman 
and Kummer; “Love Dawn,” by 
Cadman and Houston Branch; “IT 
Whisper At Twilight,” by Cadman 
and Eberhart; “Song of the Faded 
Flower’ and “A Pair of Blue Eyes,” 
by William Kernell; “When the 
Robin Sings After the Rain,” “The 
Harp With the Broken String,” 
“The Song That I Sing in My 
Dreams” and “Where the Little 
Bridge Crosses the Stream,” 
“Trifles” and “You Do, Don’t You,” 
‘by James Hanley and Joe Mc- 
Carthy. 





Songs to get the best plugs over 
local air last week are recorded 
here in the order of the number of 
times played: 

Shapiro-Bernstein’s “What Do I 
Care” was clocked 24 times in one 
night. In addition to the 10 best 
sellers, played more or less each 
day by popular demand, following 
new numbers, yet to reach the first 
10 class, are heard quite frequently 
'—‘You’re Always in My Arms” 
(Feist), “You Can't Understand” 
(Donaldson, Douglas, Gumble), 
“Every Now and Then” (Sherman- 
Clay), “Gypsy Dream Rose” 
(Remick), “Lonely Troubador” 
(Santly), “Just You, Just Me” 
(Robbins), “Wouldn’t It Be Won- 
derful” (Witmark), “Hello Baby” 
(Piantadosi), and “I’m a Dreamer” 
(DeSylva, Brown and Henderson). 





Earl Burtnett, Harry Richman 
and Paul Whiteman have all re- 
corded “Singing A Vagabond Song,” 
used in Richman’s U. A. picture. 
Number was composed by Sam 
Messenheimer and Val Burton.... 
Rox Rommel, former musical direc- 
tor for Universal theatres in Ger- 
many, is now here composing for 
U pictures....Al Goodman is ex- 
pected to accompany Larry Schwab 
here around March 1 when the lat- 
ter comes in to assist Paramount 
on “Follow Thru.” 





With the opening of “Show of 
Shows” here (WB), the Kress store, 
on Broadway, devoted a window 
display to “Singing in the Bath- 
tub.” Placed a regulation tub in 
the window with a girl in a bath- 
ing suit singing the song as an im- 
Provised shower dripped over her. 
Song was carried to the street by 
a series of loud speakers. Cops had 
to keep the mobs moving. 





Buddy Valentine has been re- 
Neved of the Coast representation 
of the Joe Morris. No successor as 
yet named. Art Schwartz, Abe 
Blum and Artie Mehlinger all made 
flying trips to San Francisco, Port- 
land and San Diego to take ad- 
vance orders on sheet music for the 
new year. 





Steiner at Radio 
Hollywood, Dec. 24. 
Max Steiner arrived here with 
William LeBaron and will be asso- 
tiate musical director at Radio 








Along the Coast 


Swigart 


IB’WAY SAYS VALLEE 
SUIT SMELLS PECULIAR 


Info carpenters, who rivet the 
keyholes of Broadway’s chambers, 
are looking strictly askance at the 








breach of promise suit for $200,- 
000 brought by Agnes O'Loughlin, 
“Whoopee” valedictorian, against 
Rudy Vallee. 

Miss O’Laughlin’s complaint, filed 
by her attorney, Julius Kendler, is 


as brief and as terse as an unshelled 
cucumber. In about a page and a 


without resorting to definite dates, 
action or letters alleges in approxi- 
mately eight paragraphs that the 
baton wielder proposed a combine 
with her for sometime in November 
but has forgotten to remember. 

Relying on such a promise, she 
alleges that in July she was taken 
advantage of by him. It’s claimed 
the incident leaves her innocent but 
shocked. 


When the suit broke Rudy was 
quoted as cracklingly pained that 
the girl should sue him, but when 
a mugg interviewed the crooner, 


Vallee obliged him with a reference 
to his p. a. 

“P. a.?” exclaimed the mugg. 

“Well, see Ed Heusing, he knows 
all about it, and 
sore about the suit.” 

“Who wants to talk to him?” 

“My lawyers have ordered.me to 
Reep quiet.” 

Vallee couldn’t recall just where 
Miss O'Loughlin lived or her phone 
number. Furthermore, he’s sore at 
Variety. He claims the paper 
printed a paragraph about a week 
or so ago, covering a “conceited” 
band leader (unnamed) and that it 
referred to him. Vallee claims he’s 
not conceited but very modest even 
to a fault, and can quote the trade 
papers to prove it. 


Victor-Columbia? 


Negotiations for the control of 
the Columbia Gramaphone Co. are 
reported to be underway between 
Louis Sterling, president and prin- 
cipal stockholder, and the Victor 
Talking Machine through its Eng- 
lish subsidiary, His Master’s Voice 
Co. 

Victor, affiliated with RCA, Is 
gaid to be dickering to take over 
all of Sterling’s interest in Colum- 
bia. Latter became active head of 
the company when it went bank- 
rupt about eight years ago. He is 
also head of the Nippon-O-Phone 
company of Japan. 

Paramount has been reported 
after Columbia for a long time. 


Bennett Band in Victoria 
Crash; Everything Lost 


Richard Bennett and his 11-piece 
orchestra were passengers on the 
+ship Fort Victoria, which was 
rammed and sunk off Sandy Hook 
last week. They were sailing to 
fulfill an engagement in Bermuda. 
No lives were lost in the accident. 

The boys lost all their instru- 
ments, clothing and various other 
personal possessions. They . nar- 
rowly escaped from going down 
with .he sinking ship by piling into 
the last available lifeboat and were 
picked up by another ship and 
brought back to New York. 

Bennett and his band were sup- 
posed to open at the Hotel Bermu- 
dian, Bermuda, Friday for an en- 
gagement of ‘fsur and a _ half 
months. They spent two days in 
New York purchasing new instru- 
ments and other paraphernalia and 
Saturday again sailed for Bermuda 
to fulfill the booking. 


ASH’S TWO WEEKS 


Paul Ash’s return to Publix as 
m. ec. is for two weeks only. He 
was asked by Publix to open at the 
Paramount, on Broadway, Friday to 
fill in until Rudy Vallee returns Jan. 
3 when Harry Richman opens at 
the Paramount, Brooklyn. 

Ben Black, who went out of the 
Paramount two weeks ago, is to be 
farmed out by Publix, it is an- 
nounced. He will not return to any 
Loew house, from reports. 

















Ray Back in Louisville 
Louisville, Dec. 24. 

Happy Ray’s band is back at the 
Savoy (pictures) after being out 
during the summer. 

Ray played the house for seven 
years, but was let out. when the 
management installed sound. 





half of legal paper Miss O’Loughlin, | 


he certainly is} 








Wife With a Heart! 





George Walsh, of the original 
Yacht Club Boys, reorganized 
and appearing in the new 
Yacht club, is back on the job 
after spending a week in the 
alimony jail, West 37th street, 
New York. Walsh’s wife is 
professionally Josephine Davis. 

Mrs. Walsh averred he was 
in arrears $6,000. Then she 
went to visit him in the hoose- 
gow and relented. It seems 
Walsh didn’t like the bill of 
fare and was on a potato diet. 
He said the beds were terrible 
and he had to sleep on a bare 
spring covered with a blanket. 
Miss Davis said she couldn't 








see him suffer like that. 








Dise Reviews 


By Bob Landry 





Rudy Vallee 

(Victor 22193) “A Little Kiss Each 
| Morning” and “I’ll Be Reminded of 
| You” are both well-established via 
radio, with the additional plug of 
tadio’s picture, “Vagabond Lover,” 
now added. Indicating enormous 
sales for this disc. 


Paul Specht 


(Columbia 2056) Specht gets only 
ordinary representation from “I'm 
Sailing on a Sunbeam” and “I’m 
Following You,” both from Duncan 
Sisters’ picture, “It’s a Great Life.” 
Fair for dancing. 


Vernon Dalhart 


(Columbia 2061) Vocal stuff team - 
ing “Song of the Condemned” (ren- 
dered poetically as “con-dimmed’”’) 
from Sammy Goldwyn’s photoplay 
and a Pollyanna ditty admonishing 
against the evils of wagging 
tongues, entitled “Be Careful of 
What You Say.” 

“Condemned” has a certain feet- 
stomping rhythm better adapted for 
instrumental than vocal rendition. 
Moral tune is limited to more sen- 
timental circles. 

Irene Bordoni 

(Columbia 2027) “Believe Me” is 
in the Bordoni manner with lyrics 
to suit. “Just an Hour of Love” 
calls for humming strains and hfgh 
range vocalizing, not the French 
star’s strongest department, 


Sir Hamilton Harty 


(Columbia 2020) Band leaders, 
when clicking in America, become 
m.c.’s. In England they get knight- 
ed. Sir Hamilton has nicely per- 
forméd Hungarian dances, Numbers 
5 and 6, semi-classic better known 
in America by ear than by title. 
Repressing for over here naturally 
doesn’t help these foreign records. 

Eddie Walters 

(Columbia 2035) “H’lo Baby,” 
from First National's “Forward 
Pass,” is a peppy hot-cha collegiate, 
and combined with “Singing in the 
Bathtub” shouldn’t accumulate shop 
dust. 





Gene Austin 
(Victor 22223) Pair of ear-sooth- 
ers are “My Fate Is In Your Hands” 
and “All That I’m Asking Is Sym- 
pathy,” with Austin giving it “that.” 
Piano accompaniment best, al- 
though incompletely, described 2s 
bizarre weaves a fantastic tattoo 
throughout. , 
The Old Sexton 
(Pathe 32501) Clarence Gaskill’s 
words and music capitalizing the 
Malden miracle appears about a 
month after the Boston cardinal 
ordered the cemetery closed, but 
not before it had attracted wide 
publicity that will probably help 
“At Father Power’s Grave” sell in 
Catholic neighborhoods, Lyrics are 
sweetly innocuous. 
Vincent Lopez 
(Pathe 3707) Pathe’s ace recorder 
has a pair of pips in “Aren’t We 
All” backed by “The Shepherd's 
Serenade,” a simple melody of 
haunting appeal likely to bull’s-eye 
when M-G-M’s “Devil May Care” 
gets into general circulation. 
Roger Wolfe Kahn 
(Brunswick 4583) Agreeable dance 
stuff are “Here Am I” reversed by 
“Why Was I Born?” 
Irving Mills 
(Brunswick 4587) Irving Mills, 
one of the most prolifie recorders 
in mechanicals and Brunswick’s 
busiest disc-cutter, struggles vali- 
antly to make “Stardust” sound like 
class and doesn’t negotiate the in- 
cline. 
“Melancholy,” by Joe Rines, the 
mate, is much better. 
Jack Denny 
(Brunswick 4604) From the 
Mount Royal Hotel, Montreal, this 
|group nicely handles “Congratula- 
Jtions” and “Climbing the Stairs.” 





Piano Selling on Increase 





In Spite of Recent Collapse 
Of American Piano Company 
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PUBLIX CONVINCED ON 
MUSIC SALES-ENLARGING 


| 


7 


| 


Despite the recent receivership 


for the American Piano Company, 
the latter embracing three of the 
grade brands of pianos, piano sell- 
ing of the medium priced instru- 
ments is on the increase, a manu- 
|} facturer of that type of piano de- 
clares, 

Mason & Hamlin, Knabe and 
Chickering, looked upon as class 


| 
| 


Following satisfactory experl- 
| ments in selling of sheet music and | 
records on a comparatively small 
| scale in the lobbies of a handful of | 
houses throughout the country, 
mostly de luxers, Publix is laying 





plans for immediate 
the music-record field. 


expansion in 


More elaborate stands at which 
music and records will be sold, with 
ample space for display, are under 
consideration for all theatres in the 
Publix chain in cities and towns 
with a population of 50,000 or more. 


Publix is experimenting at the 
Paramount, Brooklyn, with a larger 
music counter. 

At this house Publix has a girl 
in charge, instead of a man, with 


the stand located in the outer lob- 
by with a larger display given to 
songs and records. 

Publix started the idea among 
picture houses of selling music and 
records in lobbies, Loew's and 
others following suit. Convinced 
that the idea is a paying proposi- 
tion, Publix has determined to go 
ahead the expansion, but before do- 
ing that has checked the angle of 
opposition to the local music and 
record dealers, 

Dealers feel that while the the- 
atres might represent a_ certain 
amount of opposition, on the other 
hand the extra plug given songs 
through the sale of sheet music and 
records during the run of the pic- 
ture results in increased demand for 
those numbers. With every new 
picture, Publix changes the songs 
it sells in the theatres. Whether a 
Paramount, Warner Bros. or the 
feature of any othem company, the 
same plug is madé@ 

The records Publix sells are made 
by themselves, and are known as 
Publix Records. 





“Bud” Waring Killed 


’ Altoona, Dec. 24. 

Monroe “Bud” Waring, 34, brother 
of Tom and Fred Waring, “War- 
ing’s Pennsylvanians,” was fatally 
injured Friday evening when his 
automobile was struck by a Pennsyl- 
vania train at a grade crossing in 
Tyrcne, home town of the Warings 
near here. 

His wife, Lois, was seriously in- 
jured in the crash and a woman 
employed by the railroad as cross- 
ing watchman, was also injured 
when struck by the wrecked auto- 
mobile. Both are expected to re- 
cover. Waring lived three hours 
after the accident. 

Bud Waring formerly traveled 
with “Waring’s Pennsylvanians” in 
a business capacity but at the time 
of his death was employed in Ty- 
rone, 

On the same day at the Waring 
summer home near Harrisburg, Wil- 
liam Shutter, Jr., was shot and 
killed as he fled after being chal- 
lenged by a state policeman. He 
is alleged to have attempted to 
force entry into the home. 





Chi Union's Assessment 


Chicago, Dec. 24, 

To avoid a raise in annual dues, 
Chicago Federation of Musicians 
has voted a 2% weekly assessment 
against all members holding steady 
jobs. This will increase yearly 
revenue $60,000. 

Tax does not affect theatre or- 
chestras, which have been making 
a 2% contribution. Levy applies 
to scale wages only. 

Assessment affects about 800 mu- 
cisians, “Steady jobs” construed as 
work three days a week. Dues 
remain at $16 a year. 





Lyman’s Chinese Engagement 

Abe Lyman’s band has been book- 
ed through “Taps” for four months 
at Sid Grauman’s Chinese theatre, 
Hollywood, beginning Jan. 10. 

Lyman closes at the Club Rich- 
man Saturday night and Tuesday 
leaves for the coast. 

Reported Will Osborne and band 
will replace the Lyman outfit. Os- 
borne also under exclusive broad- 
casting contract to Columbia 
(WABC). 





makers of the higher price instru- 
ments, were the subsidiaries of the 
American Company as the holding 
company. Several reasons are ad- 
vanced in the piano trade as to the 
failure of the concern. Most prom- 
inently is mentioned the business 
direction that centralized the sell- 
ing agency of the three concerns in 
any town where each had had in- 
dividual representation through a 
long established local music house. 
This centralization placed the three 
brands, closely priced, in one store, 
allowing no real competitive sales 
talks as previously in separate 
stores for each, and making the 
opposition instrument of the same 
average cost, usually the Steinway, 
the only actual local competition to 
the sale-combined brands. 

This procedure in time, it is said, 
gradually reduced the range of sell- 
ing amongst the three American 
controlled pianos. 


1,600,000 Sheet Sale 

That there has been a piano sell- 
ing increase of quite recent years 
appears to be borne out by the 
phenomenal record sale of the sheet 
music of “Sonny Boy,” from the 
Warner-Jolson picture and publish- 
ed by Harms. That reached a net 
of 1,600,000 copies, an unheard of 
high in the popular music trades. 
The nearest formerly reached was 
the sale of “Ramona,” Feist pub- 
lished, to 1,200,000. Other highs 
were around 800,000 considered big. 
At present are a couple of talker 
song hits that threaten to reach 
the second high level of sheet mu- 
sic sales. 

It was the piano angle in con- 
nection with the American’s col- 
lapse and the sheet music possi- 
bilities in sales that prompted the 
inquiry of the actual condition of 
the piano industry, At the office of 
the American Piano Company, {t 
was stated there is too much of a 
rush on straightening out things 
under the receivership for any one 
to go into the causes of that com- 
pany’s disaster. The information 
therefore necessarily comes from 
the company’s competitors, but is 
considered trustworthy. 

Piano Playing 

A presumption that radio, discs 
and self-playing pianos have in the 
matter of course decreased the de- 
mand for plain piano playing in the 
home is decried by the medium 
price makers. They say the theme 
songs of the talkers send the buyers 
into stores for the sheet music which 
they want to play at home. They 
also assert that there are more 
pianos in the home currently for 


the young to practice on than ever, 


and that piano teaching is still fore- 
most among the youthful in the 
parlor. 

The self-playing or player at- 
tachment in pianos has faded away 
as a loss to sheet music sales is 
another statement. It is said, that 
but two grades of self-players have 
been on the market, the “Ford and 
the Roll Royce.” The cheaper kind 
is of the foot work operation, while 
the highest priced and found only 
in the homes of the very well to 
do are the electrically operated 
players. With the gradual disuse 
of the foot pumping kind, that 
piano became a straight played in- 
strument, while the “Rolls Royce” 
sort, the makers allege, are not of 
sufficient quantity to cause any 
music publisher worry over sheet 
sales, 

An estimate of the number of 
pianos in American homes would 
not be made by the piano man. He 
said there are no reliable figures 
available. Upon being informed of 
the prevailing high record sales of 
sheet music, he drew attention to 
the variance between the record of 
1,600,00 for “Sunny Boy” as against 
the more usual high of between 
500,000 and 800,000 sales, to bring 
out that there may be hundreds of 
thousands more pianos than these 
sales at their highest indicate, and 
that the music publishers have not 
discovered as yet what their peak 
sale can go to. 
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L. A. EXPECTS DULL NITE: 
EXODUS FOR NEW YEAR 


Los Angeles, Dec. 24. 
Doesn't look as if there'll be much 








of a_New Year's celebration around 











Russ Communists’ Club 
Sharing Nothing Much 


The Russiana (formerly Little 
'Club) on 44th St., needs holiday 


business badly. Shuberts, who own 


the site, recently turned the place 
over to a group of Russians on their 


| percentage basis. No rent, but the 







































































Now Playing Second Year 





TIE-UP—BONUS 





Robbins Music Co. declared 
a Christmas bonus to all ex- 
ecutives this week amounting 
to about three months’ salary. 

Robbins was the first com- 
pany to make a film tie-up 

















The Air Line 


By Mark Vance 





Christmas All Over 
Merry Yuletide season plausible 








dio fans could not mistake that 
Georgie Price was on the air. This 
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— New York City ducted by John and Christo, Emile |lington WABC had a hotfooting PROCREET OR - SFE OES 
FROM DETROIT Coleman (Montmartre, New York) | period. CIVIC THE ATRE 
; <ifeiiaaeabiatiiiaies OWEN F ALLON | will supply the tunes at Deauville. Auckl 
EAN GOLDKETTE| | ete en a eae binroncueetaa ors 
. } ac tne o. What price announcer? Graham 
. Orchestras And His CALIFORNIANS Woofard grill at Miami Beach SaeNasnbe. introduces each RKO STAGE BAND OF 20 
has been renamed the Montmartre. | artist with a laudatory announce- SER ie merc aiesrtebet ton 


VICTOR RECORDS 
812 Book Tower 
DETROIT 


Office: 








TAL HENRY | 





WILSON’S BALLROOM 


(Formerly Cinderella Roof) 
LOS ANGELES 


— $$$ 


| MAL HALLETT | 








and His ORCHESTRA 
Victor Records 
Playing Baker Hotel 
Dallas, Tex. 


Exclusive Management 
Orchestra Corp. of America 
1650 Broadway. New York 





AND HIS ORCHESTRA 
Now Playing 


Cocoanut Grove 
Ambassador Hotel, Los Angeles 





| VINCENT LOPEZ | 


| LOCKWOOD LEWIS | 





and His ORCHESTRA 
Sammering at the 
PELHAM HEATH INN 
Pelham. N. ¥. 
Ooubling at the 


ST. REGIS HOTEL 
New York City 





AND HIS PLANTATION CLUB 
ORCHESTRA 
Formerly the Missourians, World’s Great- 


est Colored Band, Now at the Plantation 
Club, 80 West 126th St., New York City 








“GEORGE OLSEN | 





[JESSE STAFFORD | 








AND HIS MUSIC 


ROOSEVELT HOTEL 
HOLLYWCOD, CALIF. 
With SID GRAUMAN 


VICTOR RECORDS 


|B. A. ROLFE | 





Radio’s Premier Conductor 
Lucky Strike Dance Orchestra 


Palais D’Or Restaurant Orchestra 
Edison Ace Recording Orchestra 





and HIS ORCHESTRA 

PALACE HOTEL 
SAN FRANCISCO 
Brunswick Recording 


| ANSON WEEKS | 


AND HIS ORCHESTRA 
Now in Third Year at the 
HOTEL MARK HOPKINS 
San Francisco 
COLUMBIA RECORDS 











| ARTHUR WARREN | 











(PAUL WHITEMAN] 


It will be conducted by Murray 
Abrahams. 


L. A. Cafe’s Stock Complaint 
Hollywood, Dec. 24. 
Frederick V. Martin has filed a 
complaint with the State Corpora- 
tion Commissioner against’ the 
Brandstatter-Aiglon, which oper- 
ates the Montmartre Cafe. 
Complaint alleges that $30,000 
stock of the corporation was issued 
to an individual without receiving 
any financial consideration for it. 
Charges will be heard this week. 


TOKIO CLUB 


Havana, Dec. 15. 

Every night club owner in Ha- 
vana is wondering how the season 
is going to be as a result of the 
stock market crash. Some have 
spent thousands of dollars getting 
their places in shape, on a chance. 
This club’s redecorations cost more 
than $25,000 and with the entertain- 
ment the costliest in Havana, there 
is a steep nut to override. 

Zackie Moore and his 13 Illinoise 
Makers (largest band to ever play 
a cafe in Havana) have been signed 
for the first two weeks besides a 
Cuban “son” (native music). 

Coto and Marino’s floor show is 
the best seen in Havana for a long 
time. Managers here as a rule have 








sufficient attention, and although 
are very poor. 
cabarets and theatres, still are fa- 
dancers, 


typical Spanish 


Rhythm 
and go big every 


Six Broadway 
won the crowd 
night. 


not given the entertainment angle 


they engage big names, the shows 
Pfarry Sisters, | - dee 
dancers, who have played in all loca] | Brice United Artists picture, “Be 


torites. Carmen and Pepe Guerrero, | - 
brought | 
here from Spain, do fast heel click- | 
ing and Spanish singing effectively. 
Girls have 


Good combination of looks 


ment. Yet some of the vaude folks 
follow right up with one of their 
own in which they make sure to 
mention their names several times. 
A most palpable case was last 
week when McNamee puffed up 
Georgie Price. Yet Price got in his 
name several times so that the ra- 





Rainbo Reopening 
Chicago, Dec. 24. 
Fred Mann’s Rainbo Gardens, 
damaged by fire after recently re- 
opening with expiration of U. 8S. 
padlock, will be closed another 
month for reconstruction. 





Beacon Organists 

Stuart Barrie, organist at the 
Mastbaum, Philadelphia,was brought 
to New York as guest organist for 
the opening of “Warner Bros. new 
Bacon theatre on upper Broadway 
last night (Tuesday). 

Regular organist at the Beacon 
will be Louise M. Roesch, former- 
ly with R- K-O. 





Robbins’ Rose Co. 


Robbins Music Co, this week is 
organizing its first subsidiary, Wil- 
liam Rose Music Co., Inc., to ex- 
ploit and publish the numbers of 
Billy Rose. 

It starts with the new Fannie 





| Yourself.” 





Jean Kenin and George Clifford, 








A CHOP HOUSE 
OF EXCEPTIONAL MERIT 


156-8 WEST 48TH STREET 


East ef Broadway ——"" 





—— 





The RAJAH of the Radio 


B. A. ROLFE 


His radio programs in be- 
half of the Lucky Strike trade- 
mark, via the mammoth 
N.B.C. chain, have endeared 
him to fifty million listeners-in. 





lance team, have been engaged to 
open an indefinite date at the Mont- 
martre Club, Miami, on New Year's 
| Eve. 








That's why we're proud that 
in his air offerings, he cons!s- 
tently features 
“Singin’ in the Rain” | 
“How Am I to Know: 





Sthhtihhithéh 


and ability. Lineup has Billie Gay, | 
Jackie Cortez, Thelma Elliott, Jean | 
Goodreau and Joan Germaine, with | I 
Miss Morgan leading the group. on Forman, musical director of 

Keen competition among the) Palace, New York, threw a party at | 
clubs here is raising standard of | Keen’s Dec. 21 to celebrate 10 years 
the floor shows. Rene. ‘with RKO. 


AND HIS 


Park Central Hotel Orchestra 
WRAF—WJZ 
PAR CENTRAL HOTEL 
New York, Now. Florentine Grill 
. Variety Music & Entertainment 
1 Broadway. New York, Suite 711 


“Just You, Just Me” 





And His Greater Orchestra 
“low Making 
“KING OF JAZZ” 
for Universal 
Persona! Rep.: JAS. fF. GILLESPIF 
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Coast Stations Record Free 
Saps for Commercial Hours 








Los Angeles, Dec. 24. 

Local redio stations mean little 
or nothing in the way of revenue 
for entertainers. KFI and KHJ, the 
two largest stations on the coast, 
due to their NBC_and Columbia 
hookup, use little local talent. 

At KFWB, KNX, KEJK and 
KMTR, $100 is top for an enter- 
tainer. For orchestras the union 
scale is paid. None of these sta- 
tions has developed an orchestra to 
“name” standing. The only “name” 


entertainers developed in southern 
California are Charles Hamp, June 
Purcell and Charlie Wellman. 

Of the 22 stations in and around 
L. A., 15 of them will not pay more 
than $10 for entertainers and most 
of them want singers and others to 
work for nothing. One station, on 
the air 24 hours daily, has a $5 sal- 
ary top. Others get the perform- 
ers to give auditions on programs 
paid for by commercial houses. 
This gag is worked plenty. 

In most cases the station en- 
gages the performer and in turn 
sells him or her to the company 
buying the program, the station 
charging a flat rate for the time and 
entertainers. Some stations are re- 
cording the broadcast, using the 
records at a later date to re-broad- 
cast the same program. Because of 
this the musicians’ union has issued 
an order that all union musicians 
working on a program which is re- 
corded must receive the same scale 
paid to musicians recording for 
Movietone or Vitaphone. This scale 
for broadcasting is $6 per hour for 
recording, $380 per man for three 
hours or less. 

KFOX at Long Beach rates as 
the biggest “money-maker among 
Southern California stations. Long 
Beach is populated by former mid- 
dle-west citizens, now in retirement, 
who think jazz is strictly the 
nerts. The owner of KFOX is a 
fiddle player and spends most of 
his time before the mike playing 
old-time tunes, which are ace high 
for local consumption. His rates 
are equal to those of the L. A. sta- 








tions and it’s all profit to him, as | 
long as his fiddle holds out. 








; Hollywood, Dec. 24. 

Pan American Broadcasting Corp., | 
of which Kenneth G. Ormiston of | 
Aimee Semple McPherson fame, is | 
president, is attempting to cash in | 
on the influx here of Spanish play- | 
ers for the foreign versions. 

Company has shipped low wave 
receiving sets to a dozen or more 
broadcasting stations in the prin- | 
cipal South American countries and | 
has arranged for them to rebroad- 
cast programs to be sent from here | 
four times a week. 

Programs to be given in Spanish 
by players at the various studios, 
services of whom they will get| 
gratis through studio publicity tie- | 
ups. 





Dubin for M-G-M 


Al Dubin moves to the M-G-M 
lot Feb. 1, under a new three-way | 
arrangement between the _ song- | 
writer, Gene Austin, to whom he is 
under contract, and Robbins Music | 
Co.,. publishers to M-G-M. 

Dubin is now finishing his year 
with Warners and when moving 
will be the first major songwriter | 
to change affiliations in Hollywood | 
since the theme song thing came in. 

Agreement with M-G-M runs a 
year. Austin gets a cut-in on the 
Robbins end. 





PUBLIX MUSIC CHIEF 


His duties amplified, Boris Morros 
has been placed in direct super- 
vision of the sheet music and record 
department of Publix, which gov- 
erns the production and sales of 
music and discs in Publix houses. 

Herbert Hayman has been in 
charge of this department. Whether 
he will remain in the department 
has not yet been decided. 





Leo Feist, Inc., in New York, was 
awarded a judgment for $211.31 last 
week against David Selig for dam- 
ages sustained by one of Feist’s 
delivery trucks in a collision with 
Selig’s car Jan. 17, 1929. 





Discreet Radio 





A toilet tissue company has 
been trying in vain to get on 
the air for the past few months. 

Though the company offers 
nearly double the usual amount 
for a commercial hour, various 
networks and independent sta- 
tions refuse to accept the ac- 
count, 














Germany to U. S. Radio 


First broadcast from Germany 
to the United States was effected 
Friday while experimenting for the 
international broadcasts which are 
to take place in celebration of 
Christmas day. 

Program, which lasted 22 min- 
utes, was sent from the Berlin Stu- 
dios, Germany, on a short wave 
length, station operating on a power 
of 31.38 meters. It was pickec up 


|in New York by RCA, using a spe- 
cial short wave receiving set, and 


transmitted to NBC, which ether- 
ized the entire program. Program 
consisted solely of singing, all in 
German. 





| JUIELLE’S ALIMONY SQUAWK 


Don Juielle, former music direc- 
tor for Demarest & Lohmuller’s 
“Woof Woof,” has made a motion, 
through Atty. Saul Godwin, to mod- 
ify the decree of alimony which he 
was ordered to pay to Minnie 
Juielle by the Supreme court of 
Kings county. 

Last month the Kings county 
court ruled that Juielle slip his wife 
$30 weekly. Juielle’s explanation 
for a re-argument of the decision is 
that he is now out of a job and 
cannot raise the necessary $30 
weekly. 





ORGAN JUDGMENT 


Walter Reade, Broadway theatre 
operator, lost by default when no 
appearance in his behalf was filed 
in the New York Supreme Court in 
a civil suit brought against him 
ta collect an unpaid balance on a 
theatre organ by the Rudolph Wur- 
litzer Co. 

Judgment was for $5,200.63, which 
represents an unpaid balance of 
$4,800 plus interest. 














| 


}run things last year. 








LICENSE FEE SCHEDULE 
LAID BEFORE CONGRESS 


Washington, Dec. 24. 
Radio commission has submitted 
to Congress a schedule of license 
fees proposed to support the gov- 
ernment in its regulation of the 
broadcasters. 





INDIE STATIONS’ 
‘CANNED’ BREAK 


Los Angeles, Dec. 24. 
Small radio stations and those 
outside the national chains are be- 








Industry is reported to favor the! pinning to see daylight through the 
licensing system principally because | canning of entire programs by the 


of the belief that paying Uncle Sam 


for the use of the wave length and| 


give 


allot- 


would 
their 


the service rendered 
them a firmer hold on 
ment of ether. 

Schedule of fees was worked out 
by the commission on request of 
the Senate. It $628,103.29 to 
This was con- 


cost 


siderably more than originally ap- 
propriated, with the commission left 
for a time without funds to meet 
the payroll. 


|; programs due 
| cities 
| Now, with advertisers such as Shell 


| chains 


large commercial advertisers. 

In the past the big chains have 
grabbed all the choice advertising 
to their locations in 
where talent was available. 
Oil, Kelvinator and Prudential In- 
surance canning their programs and 
shipping them to small stations, the 
are beginning to feel the 
pinch, 

Warner Bros. is trying to make 
arrangements with Electrical Re- 


Under unit system worked out the| search Products, owners of the re- 
communication stations would pay|oording patents, to permit them to 


the highest fees. Broadcasters of 
programs second. These unit fees 
will be $25, $100 and $300. 

Highest powered station working 
on a cleared channel and, on full 
time would be required to pay either 


$800, or $3,000, or $9,000, this deter- | 
i|mined by 


of units the 
the station 


the number 
commission decided 
should carry. 

To collect these fees the recom- 
mendation is that Congress provide 
for licenses to be issued by the com- 
mission with collection made in ad- 


vance, 





HALL LEAVES MAJESTIC 
The Majestic Radio Hour has re- 
signed with C. B. 8S. for 1930. 
Wendell Hall, previously in charge 
of the Majestic program, left employ 
of the company last week. He is 


1 replaced by Lee Seymour. 





Gage at KTM 
Los Angeles, Dec. 24. 
Frank Gage, former manager of 
KPO, Friscv, replaces Gordon Soule 
as manager of KTM, the Pickwick 
Stage Company’s radio station here. 





Earl Carpenter opens at the Cafe 
Nacional, Havana, New Year's Eve. 
Jerry Friedman goes into the Mont- 
martre, Miami Beach, on the same 
day. 


| make commercial records. In 
iconnection they will use picture 
| players as the entertainers. Recently 


this 


they had a record made by an out- 
| side recording company for Screen 
|Secrets, fan mag. Alice White, 
Doug Fairbanks, Jr., Dorothy Mac- 
kaill and Jack Mulhall were on the 


record, 
The advantage explained in re- 
corded programs being released 


through individual stations instead 
of a chain is that due to the differ- 
ence in time from the Atlantic to 
the Pacific seaboard, the advertiser 
can have his program released 
throughout the country at the same 
time. Releasing through a national 
chain there is a difference of three 
| hours between New York and the 
|coast. A program released in N. Y. 
lat 7 p. m. is heard in L. A. at 4 
‘p.m. The latter is a dead hour. 

Cost of broadcasting through the 
smaller stations is much less than 
through a chain. It also cuts the 
cost of performers. The advertiser 
can also eliminate those parts of 
the country where his product is not 
used. 

These arguments are offered to 
counteract the greater listener line- 
up of chain broadcasts. 








Maurie Rubens replaces Anthony 
Trini as musical director for 
WMCA, New York. 




















Merry Christmas «« Happy New Year 








‘THIRD CONSECUTIVE SEASON 


AND 


HIS 


At Hotel Manger Grill, New York 


HAL KEMP 


ORCHESTRA 


THROUGH COURTESY OF HOTEL MANGER 


OPENING EARLY IN JANUARY AT CORAL GABLES COUNTRY CLUB, FLORIDA 
Exclusive Brunswick Recording 


Personal Management E. W. SCHEUING, National Broadcasting Co. 
Personal Representative ALEX HOLDEN 


Some More Greetings to E. W. Scheuing, Emerson Yorke, 


D. W. Ploger, Joseph Schmidt, Fred Waring, Louis Katzman 
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Bands and 


Orchestras 





without charge. 


As far as possible, 





Routes for Next Week (December 23). 


Permanent addresses of bands or orchestras wili 


No charge is made for listing in this department. 


For reference guidance, initials 
P—park, C—cafe, D H—dance hall, B—ballroom, R—restaurant. 


street addresses in 


be published 


represent: H—hote!l, T—theatre, 


large cities are also 








included. 
. a | 
A Cullen, 8. EB.. $14 E. 6th St.. South Boe- 
ton. 
- Cummins, Bernie, Gibson H., Cincinattl. 
ane Irving, Davidson T., Milwau- Currie, Harry. Seelbach H., Louisville. 
ee, is 
Agoxtini, Geo., Palace T., Montreal. a 
Albert, Harry. Lido-Venice, Venice, Italy D’aArtri's Orch., 61 Léth &t.. Norwich. 
Albert Don, Loew's Jersey City, J. an. 
Alberti, Jules, Colessimo C., Chicago, Dantsig, KE. J., 648 Putnam Ave., B’klyn. 
Albin, Jack, Statler H., Buffalo. Daugherty, Emory, Jardin Lido. aArling- 
Aldrich. Bob, Onon Hotel, Syracuse, N. ¥Y | ton H., Washington, D. C. 
Alsdort, U. J., 03 Liberty St., Newburgh. Davidson, J. W.. Noreshore T., Chicago. 
Almare, Joe, New Bamboo Inn, Chicago. Davis, C., Indiana T., Indianapolis. 
Amidon, A., 012 E. 8th St.. Flint, Mich Davis. Doc, Drake H., Chicago. 
Anderson, Warren, 613 N. 47 St., Seattle. Davis, Eddie, 86 E. 684 St.. N. Y. a 
Appel. Oscar, The Cathay, Baltimore. Davison, Walt. Mainstreet T.. K. C. 
Armbruster. J. L.. B.. A. C., Buffalo. Deaton, Chuck, Palace B. R., Ocean 
Arcadians, Greystone B., Dayton, oO. Park. 
Arcadia Syncopators (C. Edgerton), 2004 Delbridge, Del.. Capitol . Detroit. 
Addison St.. Phila. De! Pozo, Senor, 1587 B'way, N. Y-. C. 
Arnheim, Gus, Savoy H., London. yon J., 331 St. Marks Ave. Brook- 
YS Paul, c-o Publix, Paramount Bldg., Deterich. Roy, Avalon T.. Chicago . 
Abte Domino Orch., 22 4th St.. Troy, N. Y. 
-, aroerin Jo, P. O. Box 898, Coral Gables, Donnelly. W. H.. 239 Gienwood Ave.. E 
Atkins, A. P., 8614 6th Ave., Des Moines. | Orange. N. J. 
Austin. S.. Davis Ie. Country C., Tampa mg — eh noe 2 . 
Dornberger, Chas... c-o M. C..A., 82 W. 
B Randolph St., Chicago. 
Dougherty, Doc, Adelphia H., Phila. 
Dumont, A., Paramount, N. Y. C. 
Baer, Moe, Sherry's, Baltimore. Dunn, Jack, Cinderella Roof B. R., L. A. 
Baliey. R.. 520 So. B'way, Los Angeles. Durante, Jim, Les Ambassadeurs C., 
Baird Maynard. Crystal T., Knoxville. ies ae 
Baldwin, P., Frontenac, Quebec, Can. Dytch, H., 400 9. Firet St.. Daytona, Fla 
Bard. Jos.. Golden Peasant R., Balto. 
Barnard, B. 330 W. Morrell St.. Jackson. — 
fich 
a ES Don, Calico Cat B., Miami. Eddy, Wes., Loew's Kings T., Brook- 
Barrett, H., Wisconsin H., Milwaukee. lyn, i ae ; 
Bartlett, O., Book-Cadillac, Detroit. Edmund, Gen, Alexandria H., L. A. 
Barziey. Beonar, Montauk Point. Mon- Edwards, Gus C., Terrace Gardens, Chi 
tauk. L. Eagan, Jack, Paramount T., L. A. 
Barzos, Ed, Uptown Village, Chicago. Egyptian Ser., c. 0. A. §. C., Chi. 


Basile, Joe. 65 No. 14th St., Newark, N. 3. 
Bastian, Walt... State T., Detroit. 
Bauer, F. J.. 67 Ormond St., Rochester, 


Baum, Babe, 226 Rose St., 
Bay State Aces (Al Relyea). 8 
Bt., Cohoes, N. Y. 

Beale, Boo, Athens Club, Oakland, Cal. 
Beckley, T., 102 E. 8th St.. Wilmington 
Del. 


Bentave, Sam, Capitol T., Detroit. 
Berge, W. E.. 67 Grand Ave. .. Englewood, 
J. 


Reading, Pa. 
Mohawk 


* Berget. Paul, Rice H., Houston, Tex. 
Berger, W. J.. 5449 Penn Ave., Pittsburgh. 
Berger, Herb, Chase H., St. L. 
Bergman, Al., 41 Harvard Pl., Buffalo. 
Bergman, D., Webster Hall, Pittsburgh. 
Bernie, Ben, Kit Kat Club, London. 
Bestor, Don, Wm. Penn H., Pittsburgh. 
Bingham, T.. W., 18 3S. Ryan St., Buffalo. 
Bissette-Maclean, Marigold R.. Rochester. 
Black Derby, Armory, Prov., R. 
ne Orch.. Sovereign Hotel, Chi- 


Boi-bite, F. O., Varsity Inn, Van Wert, O. 
Boshea, Fran, Earlton Country C., Earl- 
ton, N. Y¥. 
Boutelle Brothers, Winchend@on, Mass, 
Boyle, oe Copley-Plaza H., Boston. 
Bradfield, Max, Sth Ave. T.. Seattle. 
Bradfield, Max, Fox T., Detroit. 
ue M.. St. Francis T., San Fran- 
isco. 
Brandy’s Singing, Eagles B., Milwaukee. 
Braunsdorf Orch., 911 224 St., Galveston. 
Breeskin, Daniel, Earle T., Washington. 
Brigods Ace, Danceland B. R., Cleve. 
ue Collegians. Walied Lake B., De- 


Brooks, Bobbie, Lido C., N. ¥. 

Broudy, Dave, Grant T., Pittsburgh. 

Brower, Jay, El Capitan T., San 
eisco 


perownagie, T., 922 Oth St.. Harrisburg, 


Bryant, W. H., 1526 8. 6th 8t., 
Haute, Ind. 
Buck. Verne, Tivoli T., Chicago. 
Buckeye Wonders, 645 60. Main &t., 
Akron, O. 
Buloswkies Califa.. Eagle B.. Milwaukee. 
Bunchuk, Yasha, Capitol T., 'N. zc 
Burk. Milo, Brockton, Mass. 
Burke. Chick, Amesbury, ao. 
Burtnett, Earl, Biltmore H., L. 
BO. siaser Buddy, Richmond H., RRP 


Busse, Henry, Addison H., Detroit. 


Fran- 


Terre 


Butler, Mel,, Davenport, t, Spokane. 
Byers, Hale, Variety, N 
c 


Cairns, Danny, Orpheum T., A. 
Caperoon, Fred, 401 Bway, Fl N. J. 
Carberry, Duke, Walpole, Mass. 
Carpenter, E. J., 745 Tth Ave., N. ¥. C. 
Carr Bros., Agua Caliente, Mexico. 
Carr, Jimmy, Hollywood R., N. Y. C. 
Carter, F., Majestic, Long Beach, Ca). 
Casale, M., 140 Pine St., Williamsport, 


a. Sere 
Castle, Art, Metropole C., Chicago. 
Cato’s Vagabonds, Swiss Gardens, Cincin- 


nati. 

Causer. Bob, jreacy. H., Ithaca, » Be 
Cavallaro, John, Irving a New 
Haven. 


Cavato, Ets, Flotilla Club, Pittsburgh. 
a Jack, 1930 Boston Rd., Bronx, 


Cervone, 602 Blackstone Bidg.. 
Pittsburgh. 
Chapman, Jack, Drake H., Chicago. 


Izzy, 


Christian, Tommy, c-o Creatore & Martin, 
Bond Bidg., N. Y. 

Christie, H. J., 1831 N. Ormsby Ave., 
Loulsville. 

Church, Ross, Buckeye Lake P., Buck- 
eye Lake. O. 
Cirina, Gene. Chin's R., N. Cc 
Col. F., 252 W. Douglas St., cing Pa. 
Cohen, Richard, Vanderbilt ms wT. S 
Cole, H., Swanee Club. N. Y. C. 
Coleman, Emil, Montmartre Cc, N. ¥. ©. 
Collegian Serenaders, Far East R., Cleve. 


nd. 

Condelor!, A., Adelphi H., Philadelphia. 

Confrey. Zez, c-o M. A., Paramount 
i” Bidg.. N. 


x. < 
ane. Richard, Lotos Club, Wash. 
Connelly. H. R., 489 Central Ave., 
Bridgeport, Conn. 
Conrad H., 1088 Park Ave., N. Y. C. 
a Frits, Maple View, Pittsfield, 


ass. 

Coon, Del, Mira Lago B., Chicago. 
Coon-Sanders, Blackhawk C., Chicago. 
Copp. Pythian Temple, Brockton. Mass. 
Cornwell, F., Hofbrau House, N. Y. C. 
Cowan, Lyna, Blvd. T., L. A. 
Coyle, L. H., 219 8. 10th St., Easton, Pa. 
Craig, Francis, Hermitage H., Nashville. 
Crescent Orch., Armory, Middletown, 


Crawford, 2115 Pennsylvania 
N. W., Washington. 

ete NY a c~ M. C. A., Paramount 

Coaiwtord, Thomas L., Wichita, Kan. 


Eisenbourg. Dok, Shepard - Colonia! R.. 
Boston. 

Elinor, Carle, Carthay Circle, L. A. 
Ellard, Jim, Riviera T., Omata. 

Elits, F., St. Francis H., 8. F. 
Ellington, Duke, Cotton Ciub, N. Y. C. 
Elmwood Band, 372 Van Nostrand Ave.. 
Jersey City. 

Engelhart, oo. McVicker’s T., Chicago. 
Eppel. 5736 N. 7th St., Piriladelphia. 
Erdody. Leo, 165 W. 48th St., N. Y¥. C. 
Erickson, Lou, Egyptian T., Holly wood. 
Essig, Abe. 1000 S&t. Nicholas Ave., 
N. .¥.:C. 

Eubank, Philip Lee, 


F 


Coliseum T., N. 


Harlingen, Tex. 


Fabello, Phil, 
Fabrigat, Geo., Hall’s Chinese C., L. A. 
Fagan, Ray, Sagamore H., Rochester. 
Fallon, Owen, Wilson’s D. ie © 
Farreii, F., inn, 4 Sheridan Sa., nN. Z. C. 
Fay. Bernard, Fay’s, Providence. 
Feeney, J. M.. 226 E. iith St., Oakland, 


Cal 

Feldman, Joe, 1068 E. 08th St., Cleveland. 
Fenn, F. G.. 100 Lefferts Ave., B’klyn. 
Fenton, Carl, 1674 Broadway, N. Y. C. 
Feyl, J. W.,- 878 River St., Troy, N. Y. 
Fiorito, Ted, Edgewater Beach H., Chi. 
Fischer, Carl, Majestic D. H., Detroit. 
Fischer, C. L., 914 So. Westnedge &t., 
Kalamazoo, Mich. 
Fisher. Mark, Variety. Chicago. 
Fisher, Max, Max Fisher C., L. A. 
Fogg, A. M., 174 Beacon St., Portland, 


6. 

Foote, R., Stevens H., Chicago. 

Forbés, Lou, Denver T., Denver. 
Forman, Lou, Palace T., N. Y. C. 
Fosdick, Gene, Bal Tubarin, Chicago. 
Four Horsemen, Masonic Temple Bidg., 
Chicago. 

Fox, Roy, Music Box, Hollywood, Cal. 
Franklyn, Milt, Grand Lake T., Oakland, 


Cal. 
Frasetto, Joe, Uptown C., 23 W. 125th 
s, XN. ¥. Cc 

Freed. Carl, 29 8S. Orange Ave., Newark. 
Freeman, Geo., La Monica B. R., Santa 
Monica, Cal. 

Fridkin, Bob, Laurel A., Lakewood, N. J. 
Friary, George, Rockland. Mass. 
Friedman, Jerry, c-o “Taps,” 745 7th 
Ave., N. Y¥. C. 

Friedman, L. F., St. Louls T., St. Louis. 


Y. C. 


ese, J. F., Strand T., Stamford, Conn. 
| Fry, C. M., 5233 Roosevelt Bivd., Phila- 
delphia. 


oan § Chas., c-o M. C. A., Paramount 
Feiler “warl, W.F.B.E., Cinn. 
Funk, Larry, 15 Barrow St.. 


Galvin, J. J., Plaza T., Worcester, Mass. 
Galllecchio, Jo, 5200 Sheridan Rd., Chi. 
Garber, Jan, M. C. A., N. Y¥. C. 
Gardner, C. C., 1527 N. 24th St., Lin- 
coln, Neb. 
Garrigan, Jimmy, Villa Lago, Chicago. 
Gasparre, Dick, Hotel Plaza. N. Y. C. 
Gaul, Geo., Washington, D. C. 
Gegna, Misha, Forum Theatre, L. A. 
Al, 117 8S. N. J. Ave., Atlantic 


Geiun, Tom, Gunter H., San Antonio, 
Gill, Jos., Congress H., &. L. 

Gul. E., Bamboo Gardens. Cleveland. 
Gillette, Bob, Valencia Th., a 
Goff, Mark, Briggs &., Detr 

Goldberg, Geo., Celestial R. nad Shore 
Park, Baltimore, Md. 


N. ¥. C. 


Goldkette, Jean, Book Tower, Detroit. 
Gonzales, 8. N., 310 E. 4th 8t., Sante 
Ana, Cal. 

German, Ross, 800 8th Ave., N. Y¥. C, 
Gorrell, Ray. care Goldkette, Detroit. 
Gould, Frank, Bon Ton B. R., Ocean 
Park. 

Green. J., 340 West 634 St., L. A, 


Green, p we. Ritz Towers, Ne Fe 
ee Jimmy, Triangle C., Forest Park, 


Greystone Orch... Greystone H., Dayton. 
Grosso, 31 St. James St., Elmhurst, L. 1. 


Guanette, Lou, 16 St. Angele St., Quebec. 
Gurnick, Ed.. 88 Reynolds Ave., Provi- 
dence, 

Gunsendorfer, W.. Whitcomb H., 8B. F. 
Gutterson, M., Valencia és Baltimore. 
H 
Hall, Sleepy, Brown H., Toulsville, 
Hallett, Mal., Ambassador H., L. A. 
Halstead, Henry, Adolphus H., Dallas, 

Tex. 


Hammond, Jean, Sky Room, Milwaukee. 
Hamm, Fred, Southmoor H., Chicago. 
Hamp, Johnny, Gibson Hotel, Cin. 
Hancock, Hogan, c-o M. C. A., Para- 
mount Bidg., M. Y. C. 
Hreiler, Al, Lincoln Tavern, Chicage. 
Hee4, Arstin, Piccadilly T., Chicage. 
Ha-teess, Ed., $065 Clay St., S. F. 
Hart, Lon, ¢. 0. A. S. C., Chi. 
Hariry, Bob, c-o Brunswick, B. & C., 
799 7th Ave., N. Cc. 
Harmon, M., Club Mirador, Wash'ington. 
Harrison, J., Rendezvous, Toronto. 
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= 











, N. ¥. Cc. 
hg Bill, Cathay ag “Sosden. Phila. 
Hegedus, Cathe Montmartre C., Holly- 

wood. 

Heiberger. Emil, Bond H., Hartford. 
“t,o, OBE c-o Fox, 130 W. 46th 

St., N. 
Henderson. F., . 189th Bt.. N. Y. C. 
Henkel, Ted., canner T., Aydney, Aus. 
Henshell, J., “tate-Lake H., a. 
Herberveaux. J.. NBC. 180 N. Michigan 

Ave.. Chicago. 

Hillbloom. M.. Stratford T., Chicago. 
Hines, Earl, Grand Terrace, Chicago. 
Hirabak, A.. 1128 Goettman 8&t., Pitts 

burgh. 

Hoagtené, Everett, Le Perrott C., 
Hobbs, Frank, St. Catherine H., ootatine 

Is. 

Hoffman, Earl, Frolics C., Chicago. 
Hoffman, L. G., 78 Ernst ‘St., Buffalo. 
Hollowell, B.., Strand D. H., Wilmington 
Del. 
Holmes, Wright, Martinique H., N. Y. C. 
Houston, Chas., Monmouth Beach C., 
N. 
Chicago. 


J. 
Huntley, Lloyd, College Inn, 





Hyde, Alex., c-o Wm. Morris, 1560 B’way 
a. Be 
1 
Irving, B., Lyceum T., New Britain 
| Conn. 


Irwin, Vic., Mayfair R., N. ¥. C. 
Imperial Marimba, American House, Bos 
ton 

Ingraham, Roy, Paramount H., N. » Ae 
Innis, Ed, Vanity Fair B., Huntington 
WwW. Va. 

Ipana Troubadours, WEAF, N. Y. C, 
Iseminger, Bill, Hagerstown, ar 

Isham Jones, c. 0. A. ® 
Iula, Felice, Rivoli T., isiliasere. 


lula, Ruffinoc, City Park Bd.. Baltimore. 
- J 

Jackson, Harry, Pign Whistle C., Holly- 
wood. 

Jackson's Jazz, 18 Chestnut 8t., Glovers 
ville, N. Y. 

Janis, Fred, Turkish Village C., Chicago 
Janover, A. L., 1255 Grant Ave., N. Y. C 
Jedel, H., 475 Hawthorne Ave., Newark. 
N. J. 

Jehle, John, 75 Driggs Ave.. Sere: 


Jockers, Monro, Leighton’s C., L. 
Johnson, Arnold, 1560 Broadway, " “?: S 


Johnson, C., Small’s Paradise, N. Y. C. 
Johnson, Johnny, c-o M. C. A., Para 
mount Bldg., N. Y. C. 

Johnson, Merle, 155 W. 46th St., N. Y. C. 
Johnston, O. W., 48 Grove Ave., Ottawa 
Jordan, Art, 6241 Norwood St., Phila. 


Jorgensen, Ruth, 1235 Sheldon St., Jack- 
son, Mich. 

Joy, Jim, c-o M. C. A., Paramount Bldg. 
N. Y¥ aa 


Joyce, Teddy, Loew's. Jersey City, 
K 
Kahn, Herman, Capitol T., Newark, N. J. 


Kalls, H., Lido Yenice C., Boston. 
‘Kamas, Al, Swanee B. R., Washington. 


Kaplan, F. J., Bamboo Inn, 8222 W 
Madison 8t., Chicago. 

Kassel, Art, coo M. C. A., Paramount 
Bildg., N. Y 


Katz, Kittens, Music Box, Cleveland.” 
Katzman, Louis, c-o Brunswick, 799 7th 


Ave, %. ¥. &. 
Kaufman, W., 26 N. 10th St., Lebanon, 
a 


Kavanaugh, Ray, Carroll T., N. Y. 
Kay, . Paramount T., N. Y. 

Kayser, Joe, Merry Gardens, Chicago. 
ee Ross E., 22 Gold 8t., Freeport. 


Kemp, Hal, Manger H., N. Y. C. 

- samen, Larry, 801 Keenan Bldg.. Pitts- 
urgh. 

Kentner, H., Benj. Franklin H., Phila. 

Kenin, H., Multonomah H., Portland, Ore 

Kerr, Chas., Golden Dragon, Phila. 

Kerr, Jimmy, Montmartre C., Hollywood. 

apeene Serenaders, G4, Riviera T., De- 

troit. 

King, Hermie, Oakland T., Oakland, Cal 

King, Ted, 745 7th Ave., c/o Taps. 

King, Wayne, Aragon B. R., Chicago. 

; a a Melody, 68 Mueller 8t., Bingham- 
on, ‘> 

Pe age Fred, Kingsway H., Hot Springs, 
r 

Kline, ~ 5456 Spruce ay Se. 

Kneisel, E., Biltmore H., — 

Knutson, Erling. Preeiaect Hs. &. C. 

Kosloff, Lou, er gS T., aie 

Kraus, Arthur, 1 Y. C. 

Krausgrill,” Walt, 7 Claremont Bldg., 


“Krueger, Art, Wisconsin H., Milwaukee. 
cmrembols, G. P., O. Box 404, New Bea- 
fo 


L 
Lagasse, F., 618 Merrimac 8St., Lowell, 


aes. 
Laitsky, Ben, Majestic T. Bldg., L. A. 
Lampe, Dell, Capitol T., Chicago. 

Landau, Mike, Oakiand’s Terrace, S0tb 
St. and Broadway, N. Y. C. 


Landry, Art, Hippodrome ms x ¥. CS 
Lang, mene? Baker H., 

a ae « 27 Abbott Pats Lowell, Mass. 
Lanin, H., noo Ww bs ag | Ave., Phila. 
Lanin, Sam, WEAY: Cc. 

Laughtner, Harris, st ais Sey tes Ae 
Lefkowits, Harry, Casiey H., Scranton. 


Pa. 
Lents, Al., 1599 President St., Brooklyn, 


Leonard, Harold, 64 W. Randolph 8t.. 
Chicago. 

Levant, Phil, c-o M. C. A., Chicago. 

Levin, Al, 478 Whalley Ave., New Haven. 
— Jack, Cinderella B., Long Beach 

al. 

Levituw, Bernara, Commodore H., N.Y.C. 
‘ane Me H., 131 Elmer Ave., Bchenec- 

y. 


Lido Orch., Suite 66, Loew Bldg., Wasb- 
ington, D. C, 

Light, Enoch, Gaumont Palacs, Paris. 
Tagen, M., 1781 Humboldt Bivd., Chi- 
cago. 

Lombardo, Guy., Roosevelt H., N. Y. C. 

Long, Dick, Curtis H., Minneapolis. 

Lopes, Vincent, § St. Regis B., N.Y. 

we, 


Lynn, Al, Canton Palace, 
Lynn, Sammy, 2003 Wichita ‘Rt. Dallas. 
Lyons, Al, Fox T., Gan Diego. 


M 
Macdonald, Rex, Coliseum, St. Peters- 
ure. 
Mace, Art, Rendezvous B. R., 


Crystal 
Pier, Cal, 
Madson, Maddie, RKO T., lL. A. 
Maitiand, J., Garden B., 8136 Sheffield 


Ave., Chicago. 
senden, F. J., 8007 84 St., Ocean Park, 


Cal. 

euners. R. B., 608 Elinor 8St., Knoxville, 

enn 
Mann Bros., Venice B. R., Venice, Cal. 
Mann, Gell, pg EB. 86th 6t., z. C. 
 eaeetamedies + 346 Knight St., Reading, 


‘Marsh, Chas., Ft. Pitt H., Pittsburgh. 
Maslin, Sam, Seneca H., Rochester. 
Mason, Bobbie (Miss), New China R., 
Youngstown, Ohio. 

Masters, Frank, Uptown T., Chicage. 
May, Cliff, El Cortez H., San Diego 

in he Eddie, 8? Crooke Ave., Sreckiyn, 


note Eells, KE. J., 0% Bylvan 8t., Spring: 
eld 
McGay, J., Detroit Country Club, Detroit. 
Mcintyre, James, Chateau Laurier, Ot- 





tawa. 
McKinney's, Edgewater B., Detroit. 
McVee, I. 8., 1221 B. 884 Bt., L. A. 
Meeker, Bob, Palmer House, Chicago. 


Melia, Wm., 9i Bdwin 8t., Ridgefield 

ark, N. 

Melson, Chas., Stanley T., Jersey City. 

Memphisoniane, § 92 S. Main - Memphis. 

Menge, M., El Patio B., L. 

Messenger, Al, Roseland, oe Mass. 
roff. Ben, Granada T., Chicago. 


Mey-Hayne-Grauer, Plantation, Buffalo. 

Moyer, M. F., Broadway, Brooklyn, 
N. Y¥. 

Meyer, Oscar, 4529 N. Camac 8t., Phila- 
delphia. 

Meyer, Vic.. Butler H., Seattle. 

Meyerinck, Herb., Mandarin B. R., 8S. F. 


Meyers, Al, 6206 Girard Ave., Phila. 
Meyers, Louis. Horn's D. H.. L. A. 


Miamian, Buffalo, N. Y. 

Miller, J. Franz, Statler H., Detroit. 
Miller, Jack, Press Club, Montreal. 
Miller, N., 121 Williams St., Chelsea, 
Mass. 

Miller, Ray, c-o M. C. A., 1501 B’way. 
MN, Z. 

Miller, Vic, Loew's State, Syracuse. 
Miller, W., Ritz Carl. H., Phila, 
Miner-Doyle, 1192 Middlesex St., Lewell 
Mass. 

Mille, Floyd, 786 Fayette 8t., Cumber- 
land, Md. 

Minich, Ed., 1101 Prospect Ave., Scran- 
ton, Pa 

Mitchel, Al, Olympla T.. New Haven. 
Moore, Dinty, Hunter Is. Inn, Pelham, 
N. Y. 


Montmartre C., gan 
Schaber’s C., L. 


Moore, Prof., 
Moore, Pryor, 


Moore, Tom, Cinderella B. ne Long 
Beach, Cal. 
Morey. Al, Worth T., Ft. Worth. 


Morey, Jack. 99 Westfield Rd.. Holyoke. 
Morris, Glen. Silver Slipper, Baltimore. 


Morris, Mel. Piccadilly H., N. Y. C 
Mosby, Curtis, Apex C., L. A. 

Mosher. V., 3137 10th Ave. 8.. Minneap- 
olis. 

Murphy's Skippers, Majestic H., Tama- 
qua, Pa. 
Musial, Fred. Oriental T., Detroit. 
Moana H., Walkiki Beach, Honolulu, Ha- 
wal. 
N 

Nashold, Dudley, Nashvld's B. R., Seattle. 
Naylor, Oliver. Palais D’Or, Phila. 

Neff, Art, 6223 Spruce St.. Philadelphia. 
Neibauer, Ed, Trianon B., Chicage. 
New Orleans Owls. H. Roosevelt. N. O, 
Nichols, Red, c!o ‘‘Variety,’’ N. Y¥. C, 
Norvo, Red, Minneapolis. Minn. 

Novit, Jules, Parody, Chicago 

o 

Octavet Orc., 36 Duffield 8t., Brooklyn, 
5 ee 

O'Hare, H., 20 W. Jackson Bivd., Chi. 


O’ Hearn, Trave, LeClair H., Moline, Ill. 
Olsen, George, Roosevelt H., Hollywood, 
Oppenheim, W., Benj. Frankiin H., Phila. 
, See Georgia 6, Danceland. Jamaica. 
> * 

Original Yellow Jackets, Summerland 
Beach, Buckeye Lake, § 
Orlando, Nick, Plaza H., ms zx. & 
Owens. H., Mayfair H.., 'L. 

Owen, Dale. Capit! ‘T.. Flint Mich. 
Oxley, Harold, care Variety, N. ¥. C 


P 


Pace, George C., Rosevilie, O. 

Paleman, Dan, Black Cat R., N. ¥. C. 
Panico, Louis, Canton Tea Gardens, Chi- 
cago. 

Parisian Red Heads, 28 W. North 8t., 


Indianapolis. 
Pasternacki, Steve, Luigi’s R., Detroit. 
Payne, Al. 469 Meigs St., Rochester. 


Pearl, Morey, 263 Hunting Ave., Boston. 
Peck, Jack, 801 Keenan Blidg., Pittsburgh. 
Peerless Orch., Monmouth &t., Newport, 


y. 
Perluss, Abe, Rose Room, Los Angeles. 


Perri, Don, Saenger T., New Orleans, La. 
Te capes B., Tivoli T., Michigan City, 
nd. 


Peyton, Doc, c. 0. A. S. C., Chi. 
Pfeiffer’s Orch., 1348 Palmetto Ave., To- 


edo. 
Philbrick’s Orch., Younker’s Dept. Store, 
Des Moines, Ia. 

Phillips, Phil., Ciub Bagdad, Dallas. 
Picctno, A., 860 N. 8th St., Reading. Pa. 
Pierce, Chas., Pershing Palace, Chicago. 
Pipp's Orch.. Sullivan's, Edmonton. Can. 
Pollock, Ben, Silver Slipper, N. Y. C. 
Pollock. Ralph, Loew's State, 7 
Pontrelli, Nick, Rose Room B. ,L. A. 
Prado, Fred, American House, , te, 
Prince. G., King War Lo R., Detroit. 
Pullen, R. E., 136 Sellers St., Frank- 
ford, Phila. Q 


Quam, Gene, Maryland H., Pasadena, Cal. 
R 


Randell, Art, Fontenelle H., Omaha. 
Rapp, B.. Arcadia, West Haven, ene. 
Rapee, Erno, Roxy T., N. 
Rasmussen, F., 143 Graham yg 
Bluffs, Ia. 
Rawden, Bill, Palace H., 8S. F. 
Reisman, Leo, Central P. Casino, N. Y 
Renard, Jacques, Coconut Grove, Boston. 
Reser, Harry, 148 W. 46th 8t., N. Y. C. 


> Councti 


: Rhythm Roamers, care Chas. Mack, De- 
ro 
Ricci, Aldo, Ritz-Carlton H., N. Y. 


C. 
Rich, Fred, c-o ‘'Taps,’’ 745° 7th Ave., 


‘C. 
Rickitte, J. C. Kosciusko, Miss. 
Rines, Joe, Elks H., Boston n. 
Rittenbaud, J., U, Artists T., Detroit. 
Rizzo, Vincent, Sylvania H., Phila. 
Rodemich. Gene, Metropolitan T., Bosten. 
a Penn, Commodore B., Lowell, 


erence, Walt, c-o Fanchen & Marco, 
San Francisco. 

Rohde, Karl. Loew's Orpheum, Boston. 

Roky. toca, Syracuse H., ayresten. 

Rolfe, B. A., 1590 Broadway, N we C 

Roman, Joe, 108 Winter 8t.. Portland. 


6. 
Romanelli, I., King Edward H., Teronte 
Romana, ,. Roseland B. RN. J. Sc 
Rose, Irv.. Statler H., St. L. 
Rosebrook, Leon, Roxy z, N. ¥. ¢c. 
Rosen, Paul, 78 W. Randolph 8t., Chi- 

cago. 

Rosenthal, Harry, Steinway Hall, N. Y. C. 
Rothschild, Leo, 306 W. 14th Bt.. N. Y. C. 
Royal Novelty Six, 2332 N. 224 St., Phila. 
Rubinoff, Paramoung T., Brooklyn, ee Be 
Russell. B., King Cotton H.. Greensboro. 
Russo, Dan, Beachview Gardens, Chicago. 
Russo, Danny, Palace T., Chicago. 


Sanborn, Ed., Loew's T., Montreal. 
Sands, P., 215 Ridgewood Ave... B’klysa. 
Schara, Cc. F., 624 Bway., Buffalo, N. Y. 
Schmitt, Fred, Rialto T.. Denver. 
Schoiler. Dave, c-o Loew's, N. Y. C. 

~ maaan Ed., 24 Arthur 8t., Lawrence, 


osenearts, U. J., 819 Court 8t., Fremont, 
aoe L. W., 609 Dilbert Ave., Spring- 


field, O. 
—~ Frank, 234 President 8t., B’kiyn, 


apolis. 

Seidenman, Sid, Mayflower H., Wash. 
Salinger, Abe, President H.. A. C. 
Sellinger, Henry, Drake H., Chicago. 
Selvin, Ben, Columbia, 1819" Bway, N. Y. 
Setaro, A., Granada T., 8 
Seven Aces, c-o M. C., 
Bldg., N. Y. 

Severi, Gino. Granada =~ & ov 
Sheffers, H. C., Wilbur's, Taunton, Mass 


A. ” Paramount 





Shelton, Geo., Olympte H., Seattle. 
_ Sherman, Maurie, Golden Pumpkin, Chi- 
c 


—_—_— 





Sieff, + apy Caves C., 19th & Bway. Oak. 


land, 
Silverman, D., Missouri a St. Lous. 
eae ne. Cord, c-o-M. C. A., Paramount 
Siivester, Johnny, Spanish B. R., Seattle, 
Simons, Seymour, Hollywood T., Detreit. 
Singer, Lou, Trianon B. R., Seattle. 
Skrivenals, Jos., El Patio B: Ee ae 
a Fred, Lotus R., Washington, 


Smith, LeR., Connie’s Inn, N. Y, Cc. 
Smith, Harl, Blossom Heath Inn. Detrote, 
-— 8.. 160 W. Buchtel Ave.. Akroa, 
° 
Souders. Jackie, Strand T.. Vancouver. 
Specht, Paul, 1585, Broadway, N. Y. C. 
Spielman. M., Moulin Rouge C., B'kiyn 
Spitainy. Phil, Pennsylvania H.. N. Yc 
Spitainy, H. Leopold, Chicago T., Chi. 
Spitalny, M., Statler H., Cleveland. 
Springer, Leon, 134 Livingston St.. 
St. Clair Jesters, 
Windsor, -Canada. 


Bklyn, 
Prince Edward i. 


St.- Louls Kings, 1383 ©. 95th St.. B’klya. 
Stafford. H., 911 Sumner 8t., Lincola 
Neb : 


Stafford, Jesse, Palace H., 8. F. 
ss Jack, Senator T., Sacramento 
Sal. ° 2 


Stark, Ferdinand, Curran T., S. F. 
Steppe. Norman, Shadowland C., San An- 
tonlo, 

Stern, Harold, 
Stevens, 
Boston 
Steward, Sam, Biack Cat C., Columbus, 


Ambassador H., N. 


¥. G 
Perley, 


253 Huntingtom Ave., 


Stock, B., c-o T. Shayne, i576 Bw 
N.Y. Cc. se 
Stoll, Geo., Loew's State T., L. A. 


Straub, Herb, Buffalo Broadcasting Corp., 
Buffalo. 

Strickland, Chas., Pk. Central H., 
Strissoff, Vanderbilt .. M.. Be .” 
Steele, Blue, Peabody H., Memphie. 
Straight, Chas., Variety, Chicago. 
nit Lee. Flor d'Italia C.. 8. F. 
Sweet, 29 Quincy St., Chicago. 


.r.G 


ain Rey ye Golden Gate, Ss. F 
Sweeten, Owen, 5th Avenue T., Seattle. 
T 
Tapps, 745 Seventh Ave., N. Y. C. 
Taylor, H., 10156 Chestnut &t., Phile. 


Taylor, Jack, Ambassador H., L. A. 
Teppas, J. J., 538 Glenwood Ave., Buffale, 
Terry, Thelma, c-o M. C. A., Paramount 


Bidg.. N. Y. C 

Thaviv. 17389 Straus Bldg., Chicago. 
Thies, Henry, Linton H., Cin. 

Thomas, Millard, Royal Knickerbocker, 
N. 2. G 

Tierney Five, Rittenhouse H.. Phila. 
Tobin, John, Coffee Dan’s, Chicago. 
Turcotte, Geo., 90 Orange St., Manches- 
ter, N. H. 
Vv 

Vagabonds, Oriole Terrace, Detroit. 
Vallee, Rudy, Paramount T., B’klyn. 


Van der Zanden, Ambassador H., N. Y. 
Veo, Harold, McAlipin H., N. Y. C. 
Vorhees, Don, 325 W. 45th St., N. Y¥. C. 


Ww 


Wade, Jim, c¢. o. A. S. C., Chi. 
Wadsworth, Waddy, Terrace Gardens, Chie 


cago. 
Walker, Ray, 466 Washington Ave, 
Brooklyn, N. ° 

Wagner, Sol., Beau Monde, Chicago. 


Warner, D.. Egyptian B., Ocean Pk., Cal. 
Walsh. W., 212 E. Tremont Ave., N. Y. G 
Warin’s Penn., c-o J. O'Connor, 1607 
B’way, N. Y. C. 
Watson, Monk, Grand-Riviera T., Detroit, 
Weede-Meyer Orc., c-o M. C. A., Para- 
mount Pidg.. N. Y. C. 
Weeks, Anson. Mark Hopkins H., 8. F. 
Weems, Ted, Granada Cafe, Chicago. 
Werner, Ed, Michigan T., :Detroit. 
Wesley. Jos., 317 12th Ave., Milwaukee. 
Whidden, Ed, 125 Dikeman St., Brooklys, 
Whiteman, Paul, 1560 Bway., N. Y. GC 
Williamson,. Ted, Isle of Palms H., 
Charleston, 8. C. 
Wilson, Billy, Du Pont H., Wilmington. 
Wilson, Clare, Madison Gardens, Tolede, 


—" F.. Marcell Country Club, Pasa- 
ena. 
Winebrenner, W. S8S.. 267 Frederick St 


Hanover, Pa. 
Wittstein, Eddie, New Haven. 
Wolf, Rube, Fox T., San Francieco. 
Wolfe. Leo, Vanity Fair, Chicago. 
olshan, J.. E] Patio B. R., 8. F. 
underlich, F., 1587 BE. 19th St., Bklym. 
Wylie. Allister, Coronado H., St. L. 


» 
Yates, Danny, Windsor H., Montreal.. 


Young, L.. 1856 Prospect P!., Brookiy® 
Youngman. H., 882 Gist St.. Brook!yn. 


POLAND FILMS 


(Continued from page 4) 


titles to the pictures to draw the 
public. The weaker the picture the 
stronger the title, and almost in 
every case they contrive to give the 
impression that the film contains a 
lot of hectic moments. It is too 
funny for words! Yet they cannot 
be made to realize that they are 
losing lots of money, for very often 
parents do not allow children or 
young folks to see the film, which 
is in reality quite innocuous. 

Along with fiapdoodle of the exotic 
titles must be arraigned the press 
agents’ puff. One producing com- 
pany lately advertised that their pie- 
ture contained a scene in which gen- 
uine cripples and invalids of the 
great war figured. As it happened 
to be an exceedingly hot July they 
further dilated upon the misery and 
the pathos of the situation of these 
unhappy wretches who, sans arms 
And legs, were still compelled to lie 
in covered beds notwithstanding the 
intense heat, etc. Upon exhibition 
of the film this particular scene oc- 
cupied just a few seconds and could 
easily have been peopled by ordi- 
won supers for all it gained in real- 
sm, 

Some moving picture houses at 
last have started so-called prologs. 
Hollywood gives some _ specialty 
numbers, called pretentiously “@ 
revue,” “The P. Cc. H. A.” Nothing 
worth description. Kino Coliseum 
gives some specialty acts with 4 
small company of ballet girls, but 
a standard is usually beneath no- 

ce, 
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Auditormm 


Chicago, Dec. 24. 

The Christmas § present being 
Landed out by the Ringling office to 
auditorium managers throughout 
the country is the ultimatum that 
they will now take the Ringling cir- 
euses at the Ringling prices or else. 

It is the old idea of a combine 
trying to dictate to the hall man- 
agers and the latter are sore. 

Already the managers have start- 
ed a series of letters to independent 
circuses advising of the Ringling 
move, stating they are still open to 
terms, but not from the Ringling 
offices. 

Some 20 men, representing audi- 
toriums throughout America, are 
affected by the Ringling ultimatum. 
The policy shapes up with the last 
minuté signing of personnel of the 
circuses. Many are afraid that the 
same tactics will be used here when 
the pérformers and others will get 
the club. In other. words, they will 
be told they will have to work at 
Ringling prices or go without work. 

Time Ripe 

Show print men are never more 
firm in their belief that the time is 
ripe for new circuses.: They are not 
standing back. Some are even of- 
fering financial aid to responsible 
men to get out new tricks. They 
base their faith on the tested theory 
that no amusement monopoly has 
ever succeeded for any length of 
time. 

In keeping with this plan Charles 
Sparks is working at the present 
time on a new 20-car railroad cir- 
cus. With the aid that is coming his 
way there is a chance he will put 
the thing over. If he does it will 
cut in on the Ringling offices. After 
that office has set a number of fairs 
it is going to be impossible to 
change the routes which will give 
the opposition a sweet time with the 
big ones. These fairs have to be on 
circuits and the circus must play or 
pay no matter what happens around 
them. It looks like the Ringling 
merry Christmas idea is not’ going 
&0 good, 


Harvey’s Turtle Races 

. Chieago, Dec. 24. 
R. M. Harvey has closed eight 
towns for turtle racifg in the 
spring. One of the big‘ spots is 
Tulsa, Okla, 

If sufficient number of towns can 
be booked Zack. Miller, is. figuring 
on turning the entire business over 
to Harvey: 








erties at Ponca City, Okla. 


Sparks Sells “Nags” 


Macon, Ga., Dec. 24. 

A general “nag” sale was con- 
ducted by the Sparks, circus, in 
winter quarters at the Central City 
park here, when a number of rid- 
ing horses and trick broncos were 
disposed of. 

The circus has bought a carload 
of new: horses that will be trained 
during the winter and the old ones 
that “are not what they used to be” 
were sold for whatever price they 
would bring. 








Belmont Down and Out 
Toledo, Dec. 24. 

Joe Artessi Belmont, circus clown 
and trouper for 53 years, perma- 
nently injured while doubling for 
Theda Bara in “The Serpent” in 
1915, vhen he missed the net in a 
45-foot backward fall, now is down 
and out here, with two sons to 
Support. The family will be one of 
the. beneficiaries of the News-Bee 
Christmas fund boxing show. Joe’s 
wife also was injured the same year, 
when the rigging of her ladder 
broke. Joe now is blind, but still 
can do a few stunts to please the 
kids of the neighborhood. 


CLOWN, NEAR 100, DIES 
Kansas City, Dec. 24. 
William J. Fisher, an old time 
clown, died at his home in Shelbina, 
Mo., Dev. 13, lacking but five months 
of being 100 years old. He was ill 
but a few days. Fisher was once a 
clown and was with the John Rob- 
inson circus over 70 years ago. 








Gruberg’s Bernardi’s Buy 
Chicago, Dec. 24. 
Ruben Gruberg, owner of the Ru- 
bin Cherry shows, is reported as 
having purchased half interest in 
the Bernardi carnival, a Pacific 
Coast outfit. : 
_ Felicia Bernardi will have Clif 
Kelly as general agent. Kelly ex- 
Pects io leave for the Coast in Jan. 


May Create Opposish: 
Mgrs. Fostering It 


——— —— ~~ 


dn 





! All the facés are un- 
der control of the Miller Bros., prop- 


‘ALL RINGLING CIRCUS 
WORKERS GO ON SALARY 


Chicago, Dec. 24. 

Candy butchers and ticket-sellers 
on the Ringling circuses in 1930 are 
going to work on flat salary. Ticket 
men will receive $35 weekly. Under 
the old plan, under Jerry Mugivan; 
these boys worked on a commission 
basis. It was not uncommon for a 
man to sell $00 concert tickets at 
one show: Hard work, but the boys 
put it over. 

This one change in plan is figured 
liable to cost Ringling at least half 
a million in season’s gross due to 
probable workers’ Jet-down in work. ‘ 


101 Next Season 


Ponca City, Okla., Dec. 24. 
The following people have been 
re-engaged for 1930 on the i101 
Ranch: Geo. Myers, arena director; 
T. O. Manning, auditor and treas- 
urer; Jack . Bell, musical director, 
and Fred Seymour, director of per- 
sonnel. The circus went into win- 
ter quarters here Dec. 17, winner 
on the outdoor engagements, but 
losing on the three indoor stands. 
R. M. Harvey will again be gen- 
eral agent. 











Hoxie’s Stock Poisoned 


St. Louis, Mo., Dec. 24. 

A disgruntled groom poisoned all 
Jack Hoxie’s stock at the close of 
the “101” engagement here last 
week. Carbolic acid was used. 

“Silver King,” Hoxie’s trick horse, 
valued in the thousands, was lost 
along with the others. 


Music’s Circus Nick 
Chicago, Dec. 24. 

Circuses and carnivals will ~- be 
taxed, $100,000 to $150,000 to have 
music’ in‘ 1930.°: The ‘tax goes to 
the American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers 

Canned*'‘or orchestra ‘music must 
pay. The long-name bunch have 
agents all-set in Key cities to start 
in the spring. 








«i% Chicago, Dec, 24. 
The Christy Bros. Circus has 
notified alt racket men that they 
will not ‘be--used in 1930. With 


all major circuses free of the chis- 
eling. 

Cole Bros. and Gentry, both of 
which passed out of the picture 
this fall, were the only other two 
carrying lucky boys. There may 
still be a wery few ‘small wagon 
shows ‘that. use the take idea, but 
1930 will find all circuses using rails 
clean. : 


MEDICINE SHOWS CROWD 


Louisville, Dec. 24. 
Four medicine shows on cne block 
here—a record,for this town. Charlie, 
Whitecloud and Cash Miller are the 
best known of the quartet. All give 
free shows to attract biz and sell 
the cure-alls, ~ 








Galveston New Booster 


Galveston, Dec. 24. | 
Galveston Beach Association held 
annual election of officers and con-. 
sidered tentativé program calling 
for ten special feature events and 
extensive advertising this season. 
Tom Moore, manager Hotel Gal- 
vez, succeeded C. E. Barfield as 
president. Barfield, former carnival 
operator, has one of principal rides 
on the beach. 


OUTDOOR SLANTS 


Frank Abbott was re-elected pres- 
ident of the bill posters’ union in 
Chicago, with Jack Jilson going in 
for the sixth year as biz manager. 











Floyd King, former owner of the 
Gentry and Cole Bros., circuses is 
now in Dyersburg, Tenn., his home, 
trying to interest the local banks in 
a new 10-car outfit. 





101 Ranch issued a 341-page route 
book to wind-up tne season. Credit 
to H. Truby Baldwin, P. A., of the 


show: H. H. Harper, cartoonist, Mo- 
bile “Register.” and Bob Kincey, 
city ed of the same sheet. 





Big Top Gyp All Out | 


Christy dropping the gyp, this leaves. 
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Ringling Show Mgrs. 
Chicago, Dec. 24. 
William J. Conway, last season 
with the Ringling-Barnum circus, 
will be manager of the Hagenbeck- 


Wallace circus next year. 


Dan Odom, unless. changes are 
made, will retain the title but will 
give his time to the fair end, 


Jess Adkins will be manager of 
the John Robinson show, while 
Sylvester Cronin will be at the 
wheel for Al G. Barnes. 





Auspices Circus Strands 
Chicago, Dec. 24. 

The Moose Indoor Circus at Mus- 
kegon, Mich., paid off 19% to all 
performers, leaying several strand- 
ed in town. Show closed last week. 
It was under management of John 
McGrail. 

Edward Hock’s Moose circus at 
the Ashland Auditorium, Chicago, 
paid in full and netted $3,000. 


3-Ring Midget Circus 

Chicago, Dec. 24, 
Coliseum here is figuring on a 
midget three-ring circus next 
month: ‘Troupe -consists of 150 
midgets who put .on a complete 


RITZY 


(Continued. from page 50) 








Park avenue. Blanche Yurka, act- 
ress, has bought a two-acre tract 
at Chappaqua, N. Y., and will build 
a colonial residence. She divorced 
Ian Keith, actor, who then married 
Ethel Clayton, actress. Ann An- 
drews has leased an apartment at 
400 East 58th street. Eleanor Shaler 
has also leased at that same ad- 
dress. The daughter of Gen. Charles 
Shaler was last in -Anderson’s 
“Almanac.” 





Club Work 


Show people continue to be well 
paid for appearing at private~en- 
tertainments. At the supper-dance 
given by Mr. and Mrs. Louis Gordon 
Hammersley at 1030 Sth’ averitie, Ruth 
Etting, Will Mahoney, Fred Keat- 
ing and Miller and Farrell appeared. 
At the .supper-dance given by Col. 
and Mrs. William Hayward at 1051 
5th avenue, Jack Keating, Lucky 
Roberts and Evelyn Laye ‘appeared. 

But not’ the hostess's. former 
daughter-in-law, Constance Ben- 
nett, who is in Paris. 





‘Nita Naldi on Estate 


Many of the gay Americans who 
visit Paris have met Aga Kahn, 
the Indian potentate, and the lady 
he recently married, Jane Andree 
Carron, modiste, to whom he has 
been devoted for years. .They have 
visited the fine estate near Paris 
that Aga Kahn sold to J. Searle 
Barclay of New York. Nita Naldj 
now lives there. Nita. is said to 
have changed her name from Dooley 
and to have been a phone operator 
in New York before joining “The 
Follies” and featured in pictures. 
Barciay has been divorced by Isa- 
bella Hunnewell, socially registered. 





Post-Ritchie Finis 

Guy Bates Post, divorced by Adele 
Ritchie, first married Jane Peyton. 
Adele, daughter of J. B. Pulz, first 
married Charles Nelson Bell. For 
years she was courted by the late 
Joseph Herbert, actor, anid for some 
time lived with Mrs. 
Pierce, who, like Eleonora Sears, 
hails from Boston. 

Post first acted in 1893 with Mrs. 
James Brown Potter (mother of 
Mrs. James A. Stillman), and Miss 
Ritchie first acted in 1893 with 
Thomas Q. Sedbrooke in “The Isle 
of Champagne.” 





Reno Applicants 

Mrs. Hamilton Cottier, wife of a 
professor at Princeton University, is 
in Reno for a divorce. She was Ann 
Seton, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Ernest Thompson Seton. Her father, 
the naturalist and author, changed 
his name from Ernest Seton 
Thompson... Her mother was Grace 
Gallatin, of the distinguished New 
York family. Ann, who married in 


1923, was previously attended by 
John de Blesse, a handsome film 
extra. Also in Reno for a divorce 


is Mrs. Frank Chapman, Jr. She, 
a writer, was Elizabeth Cobb, 
daughter of Irvin S. Cobb. Chap- 








man is a concert singer, 


“Tommy” | 





Obituary 








TED WILDE 


Ted Wilde, picture director, died 
at his home in Hollywood, Cal., Dec. 
17, following a paralytic stroke. 
Wilde was directing Charles Mur- 
ray in “Playing the Market” (Eddie 
Small) at the Metropolitan studios, 
During a scene he was stricken 
and apparently realizing his condi- 
tion was critical asked to be taken 
home and died 24 hours later. 


Wilde was born in New York 
city; was a graduate of Colunibia 
University, where he specialized in 
dramatic construction. Wilde began 
his stage career in 1912 playing | 
comedy. parts in musical stock. 
During the World War he went 
overseas with the 326th Infantry 


as a corporal and was wounded at 
St. Mieh]. He also produced a num- 
ber of musical acts for the sol- 
diers while with the A. E. F. After 
the war he returned to. the stage 
and in 1922 went to Hollywood. He 
got a job with Harold Lloyd as 





a gag Man and then directed for 
(Continued from page 55) 
* 


achusetts. His ward, Ann Carr, is 
immensely attracted by Raphael 
Lord, a student who. has not been 
there long. He is a sort of mystery 
and is some five years older than 
other students, having been a sol- 
dier of fortune before turning to 
scholarly matters. Anne has an- 





other suitor, a footbali star who dies 


of heart failure during the party 
that night. Excitement attendant 
upon Raphael’s demand that he tel 
Anne of the affliction is' a contribu- 
tory cause, .according to Curtis 
Maxwell, the athlete’s brother. 

Lord is determined to pull out 
for New York, positive he will make 
his way upward in the business 
world. The second act, five years 
later, Lord has made great strides. 
He.has done even more than he 
said he would. He had accomplish- 
ed the merger of automotive in- 
dustries. Right now he is en- 
grossed in the development of a 
South American republic where his 
drillers struck oil, A hundred thou- 
sand people had bought stock in the 
corporation because of faith in 
Lord. 

In addition he has the dream of 
making -the country a utopia, a land 
of model dwellings, a place that 
will take the outpourings ‘of the 
slums, from poverty in paradise. 
But there comes a- time of inde- 
cision. He realizes. he cannot longer 
live with Anne, his wife.’ Calling 
Dr. Avery he says he knows there 
is a shadow coming over his life 
and does not want Anne to be en- 
folded. 


Another two years. elapse. Mat- 
ters in the South American venture 
appear to be in dangerous condi- 
tion. -Maxwell, holding the grudge 
against Lord, although being paid 
a handsome salary, has tried to 
sell out to opposed ‘interests. 
Anne -has always believed there 
would be a time when Raphael's 
mind would collapse. - She be- 
lieves the moment has come for 
her to step in and bring her mate 
back to the plane of normal beings. 
For a second or two he listens to 
her, then again, becomes visionary, 
knowing that he will win. He 
phones his financial opponent, with 
the result that man is coming to 
the house to settle on Lord's terms. 
But Anne had gone. She threat- 
ened to leave if he continued his 
extraordinary endeavors. She had 
protested his schemes that included 


make a utopia. 
no longer had @ piace in his heart. 
A curious curtain on a curious men; 
tality. . : 

“Meteor” is' a study in “absolute 
egotism,” Lord, who slept on park 
benches and knew poverty as a 
youth, never lost confidence in him- 
self. He knew what would happen, 
loved _ power above § everything. 
When asked why he bought a 
country house as a wedding gift 
for his brother-in-law, he said he 
wanted to feel like God and did 
and was sincere about it. Perhaps 
there never was such a man, save 
in an author’s mind. Perhaps the 
only finale for such a being was 
to go nuts, But the author did not 
go that far. 

Alfred Lunt gives a powerful and 
alluring picture of Raphael Lord. 
His is the genius (described as the 
development of a sixth sense) that 
seems supreme, almost superhuman. 
Such a person might easily be of- 
fensive on the stage, but Lunt wins 
sympathy. 

Miss Fontanne’s is not nearly the 
assignment that is Lunt’s. She has 
her moments but the power of the 
other lead out-distances all other 
characters. Edward Emery very 
good as Dr. Avery. Douglass Mont- 
gomery and Lawrence Leslie also 
counted. 

“Meteor,” the story of a marvel 
who achieved great wealth and ac- 
icomplishments, is skillfully pro- 
duced, Ibec. 





machine guns in the land he would 
She felt that she’ 


the latter, his pictures including 
“Speedy” and “The Kid Brother.” 
From there went to First National. 
He is survived by his widow and 
one child, 
ALPHONSE BUSSON 
Alphonse Busson, 36, reporter for 





ithe Los Angeles El Heraldo de 
| Mexico died at the Metropolitan 
studios in Hollywood from a heart 
|attack while covering a meeting for 
the standardization of Spanish dia- 
lects to be used in pictures. 
Busson had been connected with 
newspapers in Mexico City before 
coming to Los Angeles five years 
ago. Is survived by a widow and 
two children. 


BUD WARING 
Bud (Monroe) Waring, 34, brother 
of Tom and Fred Waring (Waring’s 
Pennsylvanians), killed by railway 
train in Tyrone, Pa., Dec. 20. A 
news story of the fatality appears 
elsewhere in this issue. 





EDWARD R. KELSEY 
Edward R. Kelsey, 51, secretary 
Toledo Rotary club and Toledo 
| News-Bee columnist, died Dec. 18 
|} of heart trouble. Kelsey worked on 
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in Fond Memory 


of 


JULIE WITMARK 


and 


ERNIE BALL 


They Have Passed on 


But Are Not Forgotten by 


TOM QUIGLEY 


Toledo papers for years, then be- 
eame p:; a. for the Lyceum and Burt 
theatres there and later managed 
the two houses. 

At one time he ran his own stock 
company in which Mary Servyoss 


widow and daughter survive. 





William P. Castleman 

William Pryor Castleman, former 
opera singer, died in Louisville, Dec. 
13, following a short illness. Mr, 
Castleman made his debut in opera 
at The Hague in 1899. He later 
sang at the Paris Opera House and 
the Algerian Opera House. 


The wife of Frederick McQuigg, 
dramatic. editor Chicago Evening 
American, died in Chicago, Dec. 17. 
A son also survives. 








The mother (78) of the late Dr. 
George E. Lothrop; died in Boston 
Dec. 17 with interment in Arling- 
ton cemetery. . 





Paul J. Cassett, 24, violinist, who 
had played in the Keeney, Mozart 
and Capitol theatre orchestras in 
Elmira, N. Y.,° died in that city 
Dee, 15, j 





The father of Paul M. Wildrick, 
Variety correspondent at Southern 
Tier, N. Y., died Nov. 28: 





A sister of Seymour Felix died 
Dec. 20 in Greenwich, Conn, 


Charles P. Seiber, 34, former as- 
sistant manager, Pontiac theatre, 
died Dec. 13 at Saranac Lake, N. Y. 
He is survived by his widow and 
mother. 





The mother of M. B. and Edward 
Shanberg, both of the Midland Cir- 
cuit of Theatres, died in Kansas 
City, Dec. 17, of heart trouble. 


Deaths Abroad 


Paris, Dec. 15. 

Sigurd Hesselberg, 63, Norwegian 
writer, died at Bergen. 

M. A. Willner, 70, author of sev- 
eral operettas for which Franz 
Lehar, Goldmark and Puccini wrote 
music, died in Vienna. 

Louis Baud, 55, French journal- 
ist, died in Paris. He was the father 
of Christiane Daretl, dancer, now 
playing in Hamburg, Germany, 
| Luciano Zucooli, 70, Italian au- 


| 


jthor, died in Paris. 
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from manager of Bellepark to as-| sound news. Iniiial show has Eddie DES MOINES 








CHICAGO 


WOODS THEATRE BUILDING—CENTRAL 0644-4401 

















Englewood 


Mankin opened a nine act Dill 
Tuesday night, with his frog cos- 

































































dances, but only one number, trio 
legging finale, showing merit. 

Nad and Edwards, after their 
comedy Japanese entrance, amused 





sistant manager of McVicker’s; Ed 
Nikoden from manager of La 
Grange to manager of the Belle- 
park; C. M. Kaiser from assistant 
manager of Bellepark to manager 





New York office of Radio pictures, 
has returned for a couple of weeks 
to help Bill Benjamin, new branch 
manager, gets set here. 


OTTAWA, CAN. 


By W. M. GLADISH 

























































































Dale and Co. for headliner, Alex- 
ander Sisters, Don Cummings and 
Solardo Trio. “Romance of Rio 
Grande” on screen. 





With the reopening of the Seventh 


He will be in charge of all pub- 
licity and exploitation for the four 
RKG Twin City houses now in 
operation. Burke had been in charge 
of the RKO St. Louis division. 

Cecil Miller has been transferred 
from Tacoma to the Seventh Street. 





























Berchel—Dark, 
Casino—Change. 
‘Paris.” 


—"‘Should Girt Marry : 
Garden— e Greene Murde ase, 
Orpheum—Vaudfilm. es ‘3 


of La Grange. P. “Long, Long Trail.” 
. 9 . ” ’ ° 
V Street theatre by RKO, Frank Paramount—“Half Way to H a 
ariety $ Chicago Office Cleve Adams, formerly district | Burke has returned here as divi- Frosdent_Derk. ——— 
manager here for FBO, and now in|sional publicity director. ‘The Connecticut Yankee” 


Strand—“13th Chair.” 





George F, Ogden, promoter, ane 
nounces La Argentina for city some 
time in January. 





Synchronization of broadcasti 
stations WHO of Des Moines ant 











































































































tume and his contortion bits; splen- A WOC of Davenport, backed by @ 
didly staged. Roberts and Renee |S0mewhat with the girl's baby-talk Joe Franklin, manager, Keith's, Nat Wolf, recently appointed | $600,000 station rehabilitation proj- 
are good hoofers and should build|@nd rompers, but bored after her|}has been appointed civie publicity |booker for the Publix northwest/|ect throughout the state, will be 
that part of their turn. Their; {rst two ga-ga songs. advisor for 1930 from the municipal | division, with headquarters here,|achieved after January 1. Deg 
clowning and singing not so hot.| [If May Weir trio, two men and a/| government in recognition of his|has rearranged his department. Ted | Moines will be ‘the broadcasting 
Renee even flopped with what is|8irl, tried a fast entrance with ac- |community and tourist trade work | Volnick will book northern Min-| center. 
usually a surefire comedy torch| Cordion, cornet and banjo, and if|during the past four years. nesota and North Dakota; Vincent 
ballad. the banjoist sang and cut attempt- Doughery, Southern Minnesota and Damages of $2,500 are sought 
Jules Alberti and Co. (New /|ed comedy, act might be strength- The Magnoscope is being used /|South Dakota. Twin City bookings | against Publix Theatres Corp. by 
Acts) followed. Duncan Sisters, at |ened for small time. More musical | with all short film subjects at the | will be handled by John Branton. Jennie Emery, who claims to have 
the Palace these two weeks, on for | novelty and less straight harmony | Avalon. Wolf formerly was film booker for | been injured in a fall at the Para- 
a surprise act. Girls, in costumes, | Would aid, too. the Orpheum circuit, with head- | mount here Noy. 1. 
worked for 20 minutes. Gray and Lorenz and Yvette, man and girl, The Regent here is giving one|quarters in Chicago. 
White should cut their opening ; Town now has two George Clarks, 
song and get right down to hoof- Reopened with vaudfilm, RKO/|both theatre managers. George 
ing. The boys deliver on hoofing ty oO R R E Ss P O N D E N C E Seventh Street boasts the largest | Clarke will manage the President 
and comedy instrumental work. pit orchestra of any theatre in Twin| for Oberfelder-Ketcham, opening 
Opening the regular bill were City vaude history. Numbers 14 | Dec. 28. George F, Clark, who man- 
Stanley and Attree, excellent teeth : pieces, the size having been dictated | ages the Shrine auditorium and 
workers. Next were Johnson Bros. | All matter in CORRESPONDENCE refers to current week unless [by the local musicians’ union when | Berchel, however, is no relation, 
and Johnson, who start slow and otherwise indicatea. RKO decided to do away with its 
finish strong with song and dance T iti : ti. 3 . orchestra at the Orpheum, 3 
footinn’ Wiale deteniae ie tal. and | Folios et ee rromntomee in this issue of Variety are as p DALLAS 
should be sliced to the bone. The Just to make it worse, mercury By RUDY DONAT 
comedy smash went to Joe Freed |slumped to 11 below zero in St. Paul Bajeotie-— neamance of Rio Grande.” 
and Co. with their three blackouts. | BALTI land stayed there over the weekend. ” co—" te ose.”* 
Two girls and three men in some MORE «.sccseeeeeeceere 60) MINNEAPOLIS ..ecsceseess+s 60 | Only house that did any business Mel beill-—“"Sacred #lames.” 
Peery hoke clowning that pleased.|f BROOKLYN .....8......2+000 63| MONTREAL ...secccccwcceesss 62] )last week was. Publix’s Uptown,| Ca atal— Brcos wey. op age 
etween bits, a girl manages to class neighborhood site, which had ark—'The Miracle” (legit). 
be vocally fairly entertaining. Ber- CHICAGO ......cceccseeeseees 60} NEWARK ..crceecccccescerees OF to give eat $100 in merchandise 
tram and Ralston (New Acts) next. DALLAS 60 OTTAWA eeeetoeeeeeeeeeeeeees 60 every night to do it. Johnny Winters, New York, re<- 
Closing was International Rhythm, | ARR? ae een e ee PORTLAND, ORE 2 Ot placed Billy Muth as feature or- 
good dance flash, with two men and |Jf DENVER ......ccccccecceccesee G1 - er ae ganist for Palace (Publix) here and 
— Ee Best ieee open- 7 gf | 1. ane: ROCHESTER ....escccessesee 61 BALTIMORE ———— — — oo bag 
n ndian bit, done with a fine , dic é Wasdecencdabsveesc w augmen FCnestra. 
les oo scene drop. Act slows DETROIT eee eereeeeseeseeeeses 63 oT PAUL on By BRAWBROOK Muth transferred to Denver. 
. : SAN FRANCISCO. .cccccvceses 62 Maryland—"‘‘Little Accident,”’ 
down a bit but picked up at the KANSAS ee V vchcdkeneseenebas 61 Ford’s—‘‘Whoopee.” : 
close with a good Oriental adagio. L L SARANAC eeeeeaeeeeeseeeeeses 61 ~ Publix is remodeling old Majestic, 
“Night Parade” (Radio) feature. OS ANGELES.....cccceeeees 62 SEATTLE. 1. cocccctvecesosess 62 Virginia Futrelle, soprano daugh- San Antonio, to take place of their 
Business very good. Loop. MILWAUKEE ......eceeeee+e4 62' WASHINGTON ....scoreeeee+s 61 fl ter of the late Jacques Futrelle,|=™pire and Princess, renamed 
short story writer, and wife of | State. 
Belmont _ — Charles Raymond, Loew’s Baltimore iti b RB 
With five of the first six of the|the man attempting an Oscar [presentation only of “The Cock- | manager, played her second engage-| Official _recogn Wa ae given 
nine-act bill being conglomerations | Loraine, with comedy on violin and| Eyed World” for its first date, mak- | ment as soloist at the Century the- | Station WACO, b Con A ormerly 
of songs with “Singin’ in the Rain”| piano added, drew smattering of|ing the midnight show New Year’s. | atre here last week and scored. WJAD. rng eg ued aed ~ Texas 
tortured any number of times, Fri-|laughs from the children, but were|It comes back later for a regular Broadcasting \o., ‘_ nn dB 5. ihe 
day night’s program was quite in-|on the stage five minutes too long. | exhibition. Picture license revenues for the | Gilliam, with $50,000 invested. Only 
ferior. Birdie Reeves, man _ assisting, state of Maryland increased this| Station in U. 8S. bearing initiais 
However, these pre-view night| showed her usual wizard typing The Capitol Theatre, Hull, Que-| Year despite the decrease of the|Same as the town where located. 
programs, with six acts and some-| routine, which was a novelty. Clif-|bec, is being transformed into an| Dumber of theatres from 88 to 81. ‘inttechate % 
times seven working gratis, no|ford and Lee, male harmony duol/apartment house. The Capitol was Revenues were $14,390.85 against Robb & pte wf ec oo ave 
cinch to arrange in cold and un-|following, unsuited for vaude with | erected only three years ago but a/| Cllections of $13,523.76 for 1928. opened the new Texas on rong An- 
pleasant weather, when the per-}/their brash bellowing, sometimes|jinx has hung over it. Its owner, : gelo, Largest picture house in West 
formers, anxious for the best pon. called singing. Donat Paquin, also controls the PR ogey Boadly vend rmprp egy hago ‘Texas. 
sible returns, are forced to wor All six of these acts in “one” and |other two local houses, the Laurier ~toteaggee ony gee Png Weipa gaa Py 
before a smallish and cold house. |hardly gave the bill variety quality. |and Eden. : fight before the National Radio| Bob Kelly, press agent, and Hol- 
& Commission for an increase of |man Swiger, manager, Palace (Pub- 
Opening were two men and a Oscer Martin and brother, under d Met 
girl, whose pins would be a nifty}a handicap with the unwieldy Helen Channing, New York, has cleared channels, making a total of |lix), have been transferred to Mete 
hosiery ad, in fair harmony and |house, finally caught returns with| been appointed secretary of the 60 instead of the present 40, ropolitan, Houston. — 
==—s~ | their hand balancing. been appointed secretary of. the 
- Ned Norworth, next to closing,| Film Board of Trade, which has _ 
When in Chicago with usual. array of hokum and | jurisdiction over Quebec and East- 
ie ; deprecation of the audience and that/ern Ontario, with headquarters in 
Visit These Hits “Mrs. Schwarzenberger,”’ showed he | Montreal. 
is still a good trouper and topped. 
Closing was the dance and adagio} Herbert H. McElroy has been ap- | ee 
A. H. WOODS’ flash, International Rhythm, four/pointed manager of the Ottawa Pres 
A DELP H Locats. Wed. & Sat. {| ¢irls and two men, and went big. | Winter Carnival the first week in pe 
“Sherlock Holmes” (Par). February. New: 
Clark at Madison . Loop. geen 
LEW LESLIE’S By Jan. 1 re-arrangement of| Earnings‘of Famous Players Can- Fox 
“BLACKBIRDS” Publix and B. & K. offices in the|adian Corp., with its 196 theatres, reek). 
Chicago Theatre and Loop End comes A = Pang a. any saree Capi 
iest, Most Tuneful §| buildings will be complete. Max|months during the first quarter of Emp 
wen ma Sneiee Ever Presented || Balaban will office on the fifth floor | the current fiscal year, 
Original New York and Paris Cast of the Loop End, where the Great Afte 
: States bookings departments also| I W. Killam, principal stock- some 
will be moved. holder of Famous Players Canadian plung 
Publicity offices now oueee, one pred oo *. big sare of his openir 
. Mts. Thurs. [} end of the fifth floor of the Loop | shares to Fisher Bros, Detroit. 
SELWY N Tonight ‘ana Sat. End, and will a have publicity The 0 oan whey 
+. oe department of Great States an- e Oscar O’Shea Players reopen 
THIS SEASON’S COMEDY SMASH nexed. the Embassy (former Galvin) Dec. Ds 
6 J M 99 Sixth floor of the Loop End now/|28. The house is back on the union we x 
une oon occupied exclusively by accounting |list with full stage crew and or- ” 
By America's Foremost Humorists departments. chestra. Con 
RING GEORGE &. nailed 
and Earl Ross will reopen his dramatic a 
LARDNER KAUFMAN stock at the Warrington, Oak Park, MINNEAPOLIS day. 
Dec. 30. Metropolitan—Dark. 
Shubert—“Holiday” (stock). Wan 
ILLINOIS Mats. Wed.-Sat. Marcan and Meredith, tab stock,}| RKO’ vonth Btreet—"Romance or Ri sheir 
opens at the Clinton, Clinton, Ia, Grande”; vaude. “s Mosqu 
ZIEGFELD SENSATION Palace—“‘Xmas Follies* (stock bur.). 

Wm. Naylor is ilf at the Sherman wits “hee tae he Blues® and Publix Cha: 
hotel, Chicago. Condition not se- Century—“‘Show of Shows.” licity 
rious. State—“‘The Marriage Playground.” “Sund 

rn Orphoun—*T e Great Gabbo.” ing } 
(In the Flesh and Blood) g Rat elem gp hs pe ements + bo Aster—"Big Time bet: trian a critic 
. i uis, St. uis, succeeds C. 4 a“ Trespasse. . 
With CHARLES WINNINGER coatt Sere < the Strand | loop run). a ve Gpaegne ake 
Mats. Wed. and t. utterfield) at Lansing, Mich, : 
ERLANGER Now Playing si Gladys Hurlburt and Ruth Lee are “ oe 
BERT Henry Santley, for some time as- | Succeeding Allys Dwyer and Dor- ford 
L y | ELL sociated with the local Morris office | othy Lord as leading lady and sec- n= a 
a here, has resigned. — Mie rs ny — the Bainbridge 2 
stock. ss Lee is a Minneapolitan 9 * . 
“BROTHERS” Hinsdale theatre, Hinsdale, IIl., who has played leading feminine a ll tell pee Hotel McCormick 1s 
owned and operated by the Evahern roles on Broadway in “Tenth Ave- er favorite Chicago hotel. She 
t “ e” and other plays. 1 ocati so 
Thrilling Romantic Melodrama uiver tac ee ee said she had signed with Forts oe the | tion near the Shab 
play leads in talking pictures at cop, yet away from the noise and RATES eae 
inn -> pestein. agent, is suing were and will start work at dirt. She likes the spacious, airy jeow 
ar ark of Clark’s Revels fo . ° Newr 
R-K-O WOODS $600 on a contract liquidation. rhea rooms, the smart and charming fur- Apertanents fer Roya 
Radio Pictures’ Triumph of The Shubert (Bainbridge dramatic nishings, the modern facilities of Te ae Gage 
Song and Romance Sheridan (Fox) has installed a| Stock) has scaled its midnight New all kinds. The | Is ; L Apart- +- Emp 
30-foot screen for wide film. Ex-| Year's eve show at $2.50 top. It ne iow rentals include or Ae 
RUDY VALLEE pect Grandeur early next year. pen th a ay oo bag epee en- a maid and hotel service, ments for Four. “Jou 
: ment instead of the regular 1 4 : ° 150 Mo. up at Shr 
in “THE VAGABOND LOVER” Publix Greater Talkie theatre| dramatic offering of the week, “The electric refrigeration, light and gas. $ _ 
managerial changes: Ted Boisuneau Front Page.” Publix houses also ® Hotel Rooms, Sev 
are giving midnight New Year’s eve Hotel McCormick offers such added fea- $60-$70 Mo. up Being 
—, A oce-view local showing of tures as golf driving nets, handball ccurts, seamed 
e Love Parade” is announced at gymnasium with latest health and reduci a ie 
IN CHICAGO and reducing the 
, Century, all seats reserved. mtg + « « all enjoyed by guests Ee 
LINDY’S RESTAURANT | . 2: 2s gue + we] | SE 5 
but sure death at the Palace. a “9 in 
On Randolph Street vast the opening bill is any criterion, Ontario and Rush Sts. or stat 
Is Home, Sweet Home, to the Profession Street, which reopened last Satur- Ph Ss ior 4927 ’ pened 
A Good Place to Eat and Meet day, will consist of four small-time one Superior perfor 
acts with talkers, comedy and Ketche 
Pheum 
Suest ; 
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The New Morrison, when completed, will be the 
’-yrest and tallest hotel in the world, 
containing 3,450 rooms 





Two 


The Most Central Location in Town 


Atop the Tallest Hotel in the World 


LOSE to the top of the gigantic Morrison Tower, and surrounded by the purest 
C air ever breathed, the 40th and 41st floors are set apart entirely for theatrical i 
Out of earshot of street noises, you can sleep undisturbed until a 
You can also entertain your friends in perfect seclu- 


guests, 
late hour of the morning. 





for Professional Patrons 


in the 
Forty-six Story Tower of the 


Entire Floors 









CHICAGO 


sion, secure against interruption. 


1,950 Outside Rooms—Each With Bath—$2.50 Up 
500 Rooms to Be Added in 1930 


Every room is outside, with bath, running ice water, telephone, bed-head reading 
The last named is particularly appreciated by professional 
guests. It completely prevents contact between patrons and hotel employees when 

laundry, shoes, etc., are sent out or returned. 


lamp and Servidor. 


Work starts next May on 


Nearest Hotel to Downtown Theatres 
The Morrison stands closer than any other hotel to theatres, stores and railroad 
stations. Yet, at this central location, rooms are rented for $2.50 to $5 that would 


cost $5 to $8 in any other leading hotel. 
that they pay all the ground rent, and the saving is passed on to the guests. 


The Terrace Garden and Boston Oyster House 
At these two famous restaurants, the intimate, carefree atmosphere has won 
In the Terrace Garden, the light, vivacious dance music | 
and sparkling entertainments have made it a favorite rendezvous for lunch, dinner 
Programs broadcast daily from WIBO. 


international celebrity. 


and after-theatre parties. 


a new 500-room section. 


Store 


Write or Wire for Reservations 


All rooms are radio-equipped. 


sub-rentals here are so valuable 























~ NEWARK, N. J. 
By C. R. AUSTIN 


Shubert—‘Nina Rosa.” 

Broad—‘“Let’s Be Gay.” 

Proctor’s—Vaude-"‘Tanned Legs.” 

Loew’s State—Vaude-‘13th Chair.” 

Newark—“Lost Zeppelin.” 

Mosque—“Johnny Jones.” 

Branford—‘‘So Long Letty’’-stage show. 

Fox Terminal—‘‘Sunny Side Up” (ith 
Week). 

Riaite—“Paris.” 

Capitol—“Gold Diggers.” 

Empire—Burlesque. 


~~ ewe = _ 





After flirting with the idea for 
some time the Mosque takes the 
plunge this week with a Friday 
opening. Coincidentally,. prices go 
up to 85 cents nights with 30 cents 
from 11 to 1 and fifty cents 1 to 6. 





Dancing schools hold sway this 
week on picture house stages. 





Continuing the raids the police 
nailed 14 more speakeasies Satur- 
day. 

Warners are making a play for 
their New Year’s Eve shows at the 
Mosque and Branford, charging $10. 





Charlie Melson is getting a pub- 
licity break from the> influential 
Sunday Call.” Column called Ring- 
ing Melson with paper’s picture 
critic, Robert C. Ring and Melson 
in a by-line used regularly. It gives 
Supposed conversations of the two. 
Originally Ring couldn’t see Mel- 


son but finally he fell - 
Read bees y ell for the Bran 


KANSAS CITY 


By WILL R. HUGHES 


Shubert—"‘Connecticut Yankee.” 
9rpheum—*Shannons." 
jlainstreet—*‘Love Racket”; vaude. 
te s Midland—* Untamed” ; vaude. 
Sele ‘Marriage Playground.” 
yal—“Hearts in Exile.” 
Pantages—“Immora| Lady"; 
Gayety—Mutual bur. 
»-Empress—Stock bur. 





vaude, 





“Journey's End” New Year's } 
at Shubert. a 





Several times, in reports of dif- 
ferent acts and artists appearing 
here, mention has been made that 
the Kansas City show-goers do not 
want masters of ceremonies to tell 
them when to laugh or applaud, 
and neither do they fall for clown- 
ing in a show, whether from m. c. 
or star. One of those things hap- 
pened the other evening during a 
performance by the Oberfelder- 
Ketcham stock company at the Or- 
Pheum, where Ian Keith was the 








“Star,’-commented as follows: 

“Dropping into the Orpheum the- 
atre for a minute Saturday night, 
we were just in time to see. Ian 
Keith ‘clown’ a show. If he thinks 
he added anything to the perform- 
ance thereby we wish we could see 
it from that point of view.” 

‘It was the important third-act 
moment when Keith, as the Mar- 
quis du Saint Lac, was supposed 
to announce the award of the medal 
of virtue to “La Senora Manuela 
Castellana, etc., etc.,” wife of the 
Spanish war minister. Instead of 
reading the lines that way he step- 
ped out of character and the dialog 
of the play and gave the prize to 
“La Senora Manuela Chill Con 
Carne Con Frijoles.” : 

“This droll bit of humor had 
various effects on various persons. 
Part of the house, not knowing what 
else do do, laughed. The other part 


thought Keith wasn’t feeling so 
good. 
“Betty Hanna, as Senora Man- 


uela, left the stage. A veteran the- 
atrical man sitting in the rear of 
the audience, said ‘Phooie’ and left 
the house. The other actors car- 
ried on rather dazedly, not knowing 
whom the ‘ad libbing’ gentleman 
weuld start on next. 

“Mr. Keith doubtless thinks he 
is a great comedian. We still pre- 
fer Harpo Marx.” 


—_—_— 


DENVER 
By JACK ROSE 


Aladdin—‘“‘Is Everybody Happy?” 
America—‘“‘In the Heaclines.” 
Broadway—Harry Lauder. 
Denham—“‘Abie’s Irish Rose’ (stock). 
Denver—‘“‘Pointed Heels,’’ Publix revue. 
Orpheum—‘“‘Wise Girls.”’ 
* Rialto—‘Untamed.” 
Tabor—‘‘The Night Parade.” 








Edward Peil, Sr., and Richard 
Ellers have left the Denham stock. 
Peil returns to Hollywood and El- 
lers joins another stock in El Paso. 





“Rio Rita,” musical comedy, at 
Broadway week of Dec. 29. 





Mr. and Mrs. Harold H. Wood- 
ward of Brooklyn, N. Y., and Nellie 
Wilson and Ernest Stone, vaude 
team at the Orpheum, escaped 
serious injury when their car was 
'struck by an auto that was wrecked 
in collision with a speeding fire 
truck. 





Denver will be well represented 
in the first volume of Yale Work- 
|shop plays. Included will be Harry 
| MeGuire’s “Yella,” and Maurice 

ynesin’s (director Civic Theatre) 





Suest star, and Landon Laird, dra-,“The Mistress.” 


matic editor of the Kansas City 





VARIETY BUREAU 


WASHINGTON, D. C. 
416 The Argonne 
1629 Columbia Road, N. W. 


Telephone Columbia 4630 


By HARDIE MEAKIN 


Columbia—‘‘Mysterious Island.” 
“Half Way to Heaven.” 
Fox——“‘Love, Live and Laugh.” 
Met—‘‘Is Everybody Happy?” 
Palace—‘*Battle of Paris.”’ 
Rialte—“‘Hold Your Man” (ist half); 
“Shannons of Broadway” (2d half). 

RKO (Keith’s)—“‘Great Gabbo”’ (ist 
half, hold over); “Vagabond Lover’ (2d 
half for run). 














Things still continue to come fast 
for C. F. Winchester, manager of 
the Fox. About 10 months after 
he went on that theatre’s payroll 
as a doorman he was made man- 
ager. Shortly after he married a 
local girl and now there is a boy. 





Plenty of “Paris” around here 
lately. Two weeks ago at the Met. 
it was Bordoni’s “Paris.” This 
week at the Palace it’s “Battle of 
Paris” and next week at the Fox 
it’s “Hot for Paris.” 





Switching opening days has start- 
ed plenty of juggling in local 
houses, R-K-O and Rialto bringing 
in new features on Wednesday, 
Christmas Day. R-K-O thus gives 
“Great Gabbo” a week and a half 
and the Rialto “Hold Your Man” 
four days, 





Allan Rogers, present m. c. at 
Loew’s Palace, goes into the N. Y. 
Capitol week after next and then 
the local house will get the rotating 
m. c. idea of the nep Loew units. 





Fox is doubling up on Christmas 
parties this year. Monday it was 
the Central Union Mission with 
Mrs. Hoover giving the gifts to 
the youngsters, while today (Tues- 
day), it is a special tie-up with the 
“Times,” an afternoon daily. 





Another Fanchon and Marco unit, 
“Dance Moods,” finishes here. Com- 
ing Saturday company jumps back 
to Hollywood. 





Town is still legitless. National 
iwill have Gillette in “Sherlock 
| Holmes” Jan. 6 and a recent book- 
ling of “Trevelyn’s Ghost,” due 
| Dee. 30. 





John Irving Fisher, m. c. at the 
Fox, is recovering from a break- 
down which took him to the George 





Washington hospital. Will rest 
jahead for several weeks. 


PORTLAND, ORE. 
By JAMES T. WYATT 
Broadway—'‘Romance of Rio Grande.” 
United Artiste—‘‘Hallelujah” (2d wk). 

Adler—‘‘Wise Girls.” 
Portiand——“‘Glorifying American Girl.” 
Rialto—‘‘Battle of Paris.” 

Music Box—‘Skinner Steps Out.” 

Blue Mouse—‘‘Her Private Affairs.” 
Oriental—"'Piccadilly.”’ 
Orpheum—"Jazz Heaven.” 
Dufwin—Henry Duffy Players. 
Auditorium — Stratford-on-Avon Play- 
ers. 





Fox-Broadway has revived cus- 
tom of Wednesday night lobby 
dances. Start at 10.30 p. m., after 
last stage show, then to midnight 
with stage band for music. Idea 
popular and gets biz. 


Publix Portland has booked “The 
Covered Wagon” for its next Mon- 
day “revival” night, showing at 
midnight. . 








Col. Woodlaw, operator of the 
Circle and Capitol, downtown sec- 
ond runs, picketed because of union 
trouble, will reopen the old Colum- 
bia under lease from Universal. 
House will have RCA Photophone, 





American Legion staging four- 
day circus Dec. 30-Jan. 2, instead 
of regular New Year’s show. 





Publix has started a Monday 
night boost called “Revival” night. 
Bygone film hits are shown after 
final night performance. This week 
had “Glorifying American Girl” as 
regular program, with “Beau 
Geste” run Monday midnight. Looks 
like a possibility with appeal to 
patrons who missed the old films. 


SARANAC 
By HAPPY BENWAY 


Frank (Micky) Walsh left for 
New York City with usual good- 
bye, good luck and don’t come back! 








Mrs. Katherine Murphy, superin- 
tendent of 80 Park Avenue, San., 
after a long illness is again looking 
after the welfare of all at the San. 





Oscar Lorraine is now living at 80 
Park avenue and doing well. 

Ethel McDonald has returned to 
jthe San as nurse, Jane Faulkey 
leaving. 





Joe Donatello got up for the first 
| time since his arrival here and went 
|to Dr. Mayer's office for the official 
| X-ray. 











| Joe Sullivan, vaude agent, left for | 


Nick at 34 Baker street, who shows 
big improvement since coming here. 





Joe Brennan has moved from 46 
Sheppard avenue to 68 Franklin 
avenue. 





George Harmom has moved from 
87 Church street to 34 Park avenue. 





Weékly Passing Show 

Winter must be here; its around 
25 below zero. Col, Charles E. Bray, 
Frank Walsh and Keith Lundberg 
celebrated their birthday — Friday 
the 13th with no mishap. There is 
a Santa Claus as Fred Rith, Vernon 
Lawrence, Jimmy Cannon, David 
Mavity and Benway got the okay 
to spend Christmas at home. James 
A, Williams got the okay to “cure” 
on the porch. Mae Armitage is up 
and around. Al Hunter now settled 
at 7 Front street, doing well. Law- 
rence McCarthy is in bed with.a 
little set back. Benway is getting 
measured for new teeth. Allie Bag- 
ley sent her husband a pair of mit- 
tens; he is with a Mutual whee! 
show. Angla Papulislis and Harry 
Clark will sing the Christmas caro! 
at 9 Front street. 

Write to those you know in Sara- 
nac. 


ROCHESTER, N. Y. 


By DON RECORD 


Lcosune—-Dark. 
RKO Palace—‘“Her Private Affair’; 





vaude, 
RKO Temple—“Love Comes Along.” 


Loew's er—‘“‘Hot for Paris*’; 
vaude, 
en Caaitying the American 
ri.” 


Piccadilly—“‘Hard to Get.” 
Regent—‘“Taming of the Shrew.” 
Fay’s—‘‘Wall Street.” 

Vie — Dark, 

Strand—C hange. 

Family—Change. 





_Palace’s (RKO) midnight show 
_ Year’s eve has price raised to 





Publix conducted four matinees to 
gather canned goods for the poor. 
One at each theatre with one can 
admission price. 





Medbury Mummers, dramatic 
group of Hobart and William Smith 
colleges, Geneva, produce three one- 
act plays this winter. 





Spiritualist seance put on as mid- 
night show at Loew's here in con- 


nection with “13th Chair.” John C. 
Kelly, English medium, was main 
ecard. Local spiritualist church co- 
operated. Audience at last show 


invited to stay free, and some did. 





University of Rochester dramati« 
club produces “You Never Can fell 


Montreal after visiting his brother | Jan. 18, direction Boyd Clark. 
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HOLLYWOOD _ | 
and Los Angeles 


“Variety's” Office, TAFT BUILDING, Vine St. and Hollywood Blvd. 


Phone Hollywood 6141 























Gay Seabrook and Betty Pierce 
cast with Franklin Pangborn in 
“The Rear Car” at Hollywood Vine 
Street theatre. David Hartford di- 
recting. 


Assignments at Warners are: Joe 
Jackson to “Agony Column”; Roy 
del Ruth to direct; “Sweet Kitty 
Bellair.” to Grubb Alexander, and 
Gordon Rigby to adapt “Dumbbells 
in Ermine,” from play, “Weak 
Sisters.” 

Jack Haskell is directing “The | 
Evolution of the Dance” as the first | 
of a series of dance Technicolor | 
shorts for Warner Brothers’ variety | 
program. 


the 


| 


John Roaberston will remain at} 
Universal to direct “Singing Cabal- | 
leros,” starring John Boles and to} 
go into production Jan, 2. Musical, | 
formerly titled “The Land of Song,” 
is an original by Houston Branch. 

At the election of officers of Local 
47 of the Musicians Union, Scott 
Williams was re-elected vice-pres.; 
Fred Forbes, recording sec., and 
Ward Harrington, sec. and 
Clarence Shaw, C. 
G. Stamm, trustees. 


A jury in Municipal Judge Shel- 
don’s court decided that Curtis 
Moseby’s Apex Club was not a| 
liquor nuisance. They held that 
Moseby was not responsible for 
liquor brought in to the club by 


It was Moseby’s second 
dis - 


patrons, é 
trial on the charge, the jury 
agreeing at the first trial. 


under contract to 
will return from 


Eddie Conrad, 
Eddie Dowling, 


New York with Dowling next month | 


to play a part in “Honeymoon Lane” 
for Sono-Art. 


Lani MactIntire filed salary claims 
with the State Labor Comm. for $200 















EN THE BIG SHOTS” é 
OF STAGE AND SCREEN 


Visit HOLLYWOOD 
THEY ALWAYS LIVE AT THE 
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“The One Best Cellar” 


CELLAR 


6370 Hollywood Bivd. 
HOLLYWOOD. CALIF. 


fagainst 


cones 


treas. | 
H. Potter and J. | 


U 


the Metropolitan Studio. 
MaclIntire claims he was engaged to 
play for a picture and after waiting 
for a found that another 
musician had been engaged to take 


week 


A claim was also filed against 
Pickwick Pictures by William Ter- 
hune, cutter. Terhune said the 
company owes him $175 for editorial 
work he did on its picture. 


Henry Hall returned after a sea- 
son in Duffy stock at Portland. 





tobert McWade opens in “It Pays 
to Advertise” at the Dufwin, Oak- 
land, Dec. 29. 


Harry Lang, former by-line re- 
porter for the Los Angeles “Exam- 
iner,” is now functioning as a unit 
press agent at the Radio studios. 





James Ford is juvenile in “Oh; 
at the Mayan. 
replaces Agnes Detro. | 


Se PA Cs 
| Susannah,” musical 
iGeorgie Kane 


|Gary Brackner is promoted from 
imean heavy to slick heavy, re- 
|placing James Liddy in this 


operetta. 


| 
| Ethel 


Jackson joins the Callis- 
| Baker Players at El Paso as in- 
|g~enue Dec. 29. 


| The Strand, Long Beach, has 
| switched from a split week to a full 
The house is booked by 
| Meiklejohn Bros. 


| week, 





Oliver Hardy’s hoarseness caused 
a week’s tie-up of the Laurel and 
Hardy comedy, “Blotto,” at the Hal 


i ° 
|Roach studio. 


i 
j 





Mission theatre, San 
opens with Gloria Joy 
stock Dec. 29 with “The Girl from 
Childs.” Second week, “Adam and 
Eva”; third week, “The Gorilla.” 
|Earl Moore directing. 


Diego, re- 
Players in 


A bench warrant for the arrest of 
Aubrey Kennedy was issued by 
|Municipal Court Judge May D. 
|Lahey when the former official of 
|Colorart Synchrotone failed to ap- 
; pear in court in answer to a charge 
| of being a lewd and dissolute per- 
son. His bond of $500 was forfeited. 





| Reginald Denny, after completing 
}one picture for Sono-Art, will ap- 
|} pear in “Madam Satan,” which C. B. 
| DeMille will produce with an all- 
| star cast for M-G-M. 


Noah Beery has been placed un- 
der contract to Warner Brothers 
through the Joyce-Selznick office for 
one year. 


Carl Harbaugh, scenario editor at 
Mack Sennett studios, has resigned 
to join the Hal Roach writing staff. 


Carl Walker, formerly manager of 
Pantages, will go to the _ local 
Orpheum as manager instead of the, 
|Orpheum, Frisco. Local house re- 
'opens Dec. 25 with “Hit the Deck.” 


Million Dollar, which has had a 








Laffs—Food—Surprises 


INERS 
MAKEUP 


Est. Henry C. Miner, Inc. 

















THEATRICAL CUTS 





Went aon ste NeW YORK 


225 West 


catch-as-catch-can since the Publix 
Circuit leased it to S. Lazarus, will 
undergo another change from sec- 
ond run pictures to vaudfilm with 
the beginning of the new year. At 
that time “Lost Zeppelin” will have 
its premiere with a midnight show. 
From time to time the house will 
get first run pictures. 

Fay Walker, secretary to Luther 
Reed (Radio), is in the Monte Sano 
hospital recovering from an opera- 
tion for appendicitis. 

Alfred Steiner is new orchestra 
leader at the Hollywood Egyptian, 
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WE DO REPAIRING 





i SOLE AGENTS FOR A & 
Phones: Longacre 


STRICTLY UNION MADE 


PROFESSIONAL TRUNKS 


. $60.co and up 


Hartmann, Oshkosh & Mendel Trunks 


ALSO 1,000 USED TRUNKS OF EVERY DESCRIPTION 
OPEN EVENINGS 


SAMUEL NATHANS, Inc. 


668 Seventh Avenue, between 40th and 41st Streets, New York City 


MODELS—ALL SIZES ON HAND 
GREATLY REDUCED PRICES 





WRITE FOR CATALOG | 


replacing Theodore Holboll, who 
has taken his violin onto the re- 
cording sets. 





Lillian Sawin in playing in 
“Maternally Yours” opposite Ralph 
Welles at the Music Box, replacing 
Eleanor Johnson. 


The Iris, Chino, Cal., closed. since 
spring, opened by Frank Moreno. 


C. H. Griffith, who has been ill, 
is back as assistant manager, U ex- 
change. 


MPTO of Southern California 
now officially in the Allied States 
line-up. 





“Overture,” new title for Fan- 
chon & Marco “Power” idea, opened 


Dec. 19 in Southern California. 
Huff and Dahl and Stella Royal 
added. 





Radio picks 
new title for 
just completed. 

William Wellman’s next, 
ing “Young Eagles,” will be a 
George Bancroft starring picture. 
Studio is now looking for a suitable 
yarn, to go in after Bancroft fin- 
ishes in “Ladies Prefer Brutes.” 


“The Fire Walker,” 


follow- 


Simeon Gest’s Civic Repertory 
opens an eight-week season at the 
Hollywood Music Box Jan. 20 with 
“Goin’ Home” (mixed cast). Pro- 
ductions following will be “And So 
To Bed,” “The Skin Game” (Gals- 
worthy) and “An Enemy of the 
People.” 


Campaign for $250,000 for a per- 
manent Pilgrimage Play Theatre 
seating 2,000 to replace the canyon 
amphitheatre destroyed recently by 
fire, launched by Mrs. Robert J. 
3urdette., 


Henry Lang, Kingman, Ariz., ex- 
hibitor, in serious condition in a 
Los Angeles hospital suffering of 
cancer of the mouth. 


Savoy theatre (dramatic) at San 
Diego has gone to $1 top. 


Laurence Pilegard promoted from 
assistant manager of the State, 
Fresno, Cal., to manage the T. & D., 


the Criterion and Rialto theatres in 
Medford, Ore. 


L. E. Tillman’s western division 
led all eight Columbia Pictures di- 
visions in the Goldberg testimonial 
drive W. C. Riter’s Los Angeles 
exchange was second among the 3? 
exchanges. 


An angel and a devil will be the 
comics in George Herriman’s car- 
toon series for Hal Roach. 


“Hunting Tigers,” 8-reeler doubled 
with lecture, follows Mae West in 
“Diamond Lil” at Erlanger'’s Biit- 
more theatre. This will be third 
film in the house since it was wired 
for sound. 





SEATTLE 


By DAVE TREPP 


President—‘“‘Daddies” (Stock). 

Orpheum—'‘‘The Careless Age’’-Vaude. 

Sats cmd eam Everybody” (Musi- 
cal). 

Seattle—‘‘Pointed Heels.”’ 

Fifth Ave.—“Thing Called Love'’-stage. 

Fox—‘‘Sunny Side Up’’ (38d week). 

Coliseum—‘‘Nix on Dames.” 

Blue Mouse—‘‘Mississippi Gambler.” 

Music Box—‘Mr. Antonio.” 

Metropolitan — Bernard Shaw 
(Legit). 


plays 





Jack Russell Players opened Pan- 


tages Dec. 21, with Magel and 
Reece Gardner in leads and Ted 
Ulmark trio featured. Joe Muller 


is manager. 


Press club has its big circus here 
Dec, 25-29. Then four days in Port- 
land. Vancouver, B. C. cancelled 
owing to too many taxes. Found 
that five provincial taxes and three 
local taxes required, in addition to 
$250 daily license. The taxes would 
aggregate 8 per cent. 





The Liberty is to be reopened by 
Jensen & Von Herberg, sold out for 





M TRUNKS IN THE EAST 
6197 Pennsylvania 9064 | 
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INSTITUTION 


Shoes for the Stage and Street 


/SHOWFOLK’S SHOESHOP—1552 BROADWAY 


ee st 


INTERNATIONALB 


over a million to Arthur interests, 
which sold to Fox. 


Alf Keighley announces his Fan- | 


chon & Marco booking offices will 
;cover Oregon out of Seattle, the 
|; Portland arrangement with 
| Daniels being terminated. 





Emil Bondeson here as new man- 
ager of President (Duffy). 


President, Los Angeles. Bondeson 


“Girl of the Port” as | 


here year ago and was building 
nicely when orders came to close 
house. With late New York suc- 
cess booked and good cast headed 
by Leona Powers and Howard Mil- 
ler, spoken ,drama, the only in this 
burg, should build now. 





May Robson went to Portland for 
Duffy after week here. Leona Pow- 
ers resumed lead with Players at 
President. 


MONTREAL 


His Majesty’s—‘‘Dracula.”’ 

P e—"Say It with Songs.” 
Capitol—‘‘Footlights and Fools.” 
Loew’s—“Young Nowheres.”’ 
iPrincess—‘‘King of Kings.” 
imperial—‘‘Big Time.’’ 
Orpheum—Double bill. 
Strand—Double bill. 
Wmpress—Double bill, 
Moxy—Double bill. 





Adolph Zukor in an interview last 
week stated the province of Quebec 
will shortly be made a testing 
ground for the production of all- 
French pictures and if successful 
would lead to production of talkers 
in German, Italian and Spanish. 


Famous Players Canadian Corp., 
Ltd., in annual session last week 
denied the reported offer of $75 a 
share either verbally or in writing. 


Agreement was reached last week 
in the injunction asked for by Fa- 


mous Players against its former 
president and general manager 
Nathan L. Nathanson, to prevent 


-him from selling certain properties 
here, postponing the case until Jan, 
17. Meanwhile temporary injunction 
to that date is granted. 





Gayety has been closed down for 
fortnight with stock burlesque un- 
derlined. Meanwhile court action is 
being taken against insufficient 
dressing of actresses at the house. 
This house has been running in red 
for months with Mutual circuit 





Hanford, Cal., replacing J. I'red 
Miller. 

S. G. Mendenhall replaced Jules 
Reisman, resigned as manger of | 


Joe 


shows. 


Wilfred Launceston now assistant 
manager of Capitol here, 


Only town where Sunday theatres 
are forbidden in this province, 
Granby, has a fight on its hands. 
The Elite theatre attempted to run 


all entering. Penalties are $5 for 
first and $20 for second offence by 
theatre goers and $20 for first and 
$50 for second offence for pro- 
prietors. 


SAN FRANCISCO 
By WALTER RIVERS 


Al Hallett has joined the Cole 
|Players at the Hester theatre in 
San Jose. Elaine De Vore, formerly 
at The Green Street, is playing 
leads. 





Homer Curran is back in town to 
supervise the opening of ‘Follow 
Thru” which he is putting into the 
Capitol. Three legit theatres here 
under his control. 


Sid Goldtree has started casting 
“The Peephole” to open at the Green 
Street Jan. 9. Of the cast playing 
“The Flat Tire” he is retaining 
three, Hugh Metcalfe, Larry Cook 
and Marion Fleurnoy. 





Promotions in the Publix person- 
nel include Eugene Karlin, manager 
of the St. Francis, transferred to 
Salt Lake division and Milton 
Samis, named to succeed him. Bert 
Naus was brought from Portland, 
Ore., to be assistant manager at the 
California theatre, 


SOUTHERN TIER, N. Y. 


By PAUL M. WILDRICK 
Fox reported building a picture 
house in Hornell. Max I. Landman, 
who owns Hornell property, turned 
one offer down. 





Jules Bernstein will build a new 
theatre in Dunkirk to replace the 
Regent which burned. It will be 
; ready by Sept. 15, 1930. 





Lack of patronage has closed the 
picture house in Mayville. Man- 
ager W. S. Patterson held shows 
in the Swetland Opera House. 
Other smail town theatres in South- 


ern Tier are finding it impossible 
to compete with the bigger city 
houses, 


Among the firms recently declared 
officially out of existence by proc- 
lamation of Governor Roosevelt due 
to failure to pay taxes for the past 
five years are two Elmira corpora- 
tions, the Elmira Theatre Co., Inc., 
and Chemung Theatre Co., Inc. 


anyway and police took names of | 








——— 


| MILWAUKEE 


By FRANK J. MILLER 
Alhambra—‘‘Shannons.” 
Da “Follow Thru” ¢stage). 
Garden—'‘‘Footlights and Fools.”’ 
Gayety—Mutual burlesque. 

estic—‘‘The Kiss.”’ 

errill—‘‘Hallelujah.” 
Palace-Orpheum—‘‘Vagabond Lover.” 
Riverside—‘‘Live Ghosts’’; vaude. 
—*Glorifying Girl."’ 

Wisconsia—‘‘South Sea Rose’; stage 
show. 

“Journey’s End,” held over for ry 
second week at the Davidson, did 
not break any records with real] 
winter weather and Xmas shopping 
against it. At any other time of 
year would have had two capacity 
weeks. “After Dark” is the New 
Year’s week attraction. 


The board of estimate has decided 
to keep Milwaukee's picture censorg 
on the job and a fund of $2,300 wag 
awarded the commission. 

Mayor Hoan maintained that the 
censorship of pictures, even as lib- 
eral as that of local censors, ig 
necessary. Abolition of the board 
would lead to vigorous protests of 
women’s clubs, he sald. 


ST. PAUL 


RKO President—‘Marianne." 

Paramount—‘Taming of the Shrew.” 

Riviera — “Glorifying the Americar 
Girl.” 

‘Tower—‘‘Lucky Star.”’ 

RKO Orpheum—‘‘Song of 
and vaude with Rose Midgets, 

Metropolitan—Dark. 

Strand—‘Wise Girls.” 





Kentucky” 


Road looks washed up for the 
Twin Cities, all shows set for the 
Met having cancelled after “Rose- 


Marie” and “Connecticut Yankee” 
fell with a crash. No legit here 
at all. 


New Year's frolic at the Boule- 


vards ‘of Paris night club will be 
$11, amount to cover midnight 
lunch, Place getting plenty of res- 


ervations despite what for this neck 
of the woods is a tough price rap. 
Cost went up after John Lane, pro- 
prietor, took a 4,000-mile airplane 
trip to East, signing talent. 





Why Be Out of Work! 


Unusual Opportunity for 50 

Young Ladies as Dancing Part- 

ners in the Newest and Most 
Exclusive 


MOON BALLROOM 


161 EAST 86th ST. 
Bet. Lexington and 8rd Aves. 


Weekly Salary and Commission 
Steady Employment 





Apply at Once 




















Guervini & Co. 
The Leading and 


ACCORDEON 
FACTORY 
im the United States 





an 


The only factory 
that makes eet 
of Reeds — oy 
hand. 

litte | Coiumbus 


venue 
San Francisee. Cal. 
free Cataloruer 


“For Sale—A Bargain 


Dimmer boxes, X rays, spots, baby 
spots, Olivettes, plugging boxes, ca- 
bles, crates and all other stage elec- 
tric accessories. Used in recent pro- 
ductions. Write for list. 

Address JAMES R. BARNES 
Elks Club, W. 43rd St., New York City 
































~ OFFICES FOR RENT 


OFFICES, Large and Small. for rent, 
Astor Theatre Building, 45th St. and 
Broadway; immediate possession; 
long term lease; cheapest rent on 
Broadway. Will accept as low as 
$2.00 a square foot. Apply Lola 
Robins, at the above address, or 
phone Chickering 5800. 
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DOROTHEA ANTEL 


226 W. 72d St., New York City 


The Sunshine Shoppe 


New Assortment of 


CHRISTMAS CARDS READY 
15 Cards in Box—$1.00 Postpaid 
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For Rent, Sale 


643 $0. OLIVE 


ESD TPO Ce ee 


DIFFERENT) 
i Always the Hit of the Show! 


A Well Dressed Production Is Sold 
With the Opening Number! 


Wire or Write HARRY BOURNE 


| Factions MARCO CosTUME © : 


He suc- | 
ceeds J. E. Williams, who goes to! 


ORIGINAL 


x 
4 






or Manufactured to Your Design 
For Prices 


CARE | 


ST, LOS ANGELES, CAL. || 
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HOTELS FOR SHOW PEOPLE 








{ _ LETTERS 
| wanenaarcr diate 


POSTCARDS, ADVERTISING o 
CIRCULAR WILL NOT 
BE ADVERTISED 


EBS ADVERTISED EX 
ONE ISSUE ONLY 











Ayer Nat Jenkins & Holmes 
Bell Adelaid Masters Fred 
Bernardi’s Shows McGrann Frank 
Boyd B Miloff Misha 


Conrad Frederick Olympian Jules 
Craven Ramonah 
Press Flo 
DePace & Juster 
Duniay B Mr & Mrs | Reed Florence 
Rigillete Bros 
Foster Lloyd B 
Four Karrys 
Frankel Mrs 


Saurene Margie 
Shevlin John 


Walker’ Lora 


‘Bargin Jack 
Weed Evangeline 


Garvin Pam & P 
Hamilton John F 
Holdén F B 


CHICAGO 


lAlexander Roy 
rnand P 


Zimmerman H 
OFFICE 
Hogan & Stanley 


Imperic Clarita 
Binder Ray 
Blumenfeld Herm’y 
Buckley St F B 


Jones Davy 
Jones Terese M 


Chandler Fehmer 
Ch’ng Kai Skeck Tr 
Citkins Jack 

Coster & Rich 


Keolaha Violet 


Lamey Jack 

Lange Howard 
Les'ie & Vanderg’ft 
Duffy J Lyman Tommy 
Evans Alvin A MacGowan C & M 
Myers Tim 
Forsyth James F ‘ 
Frohmen Bert 


Gifford W-C 
Ibert Bert 
Gillette Lucy 
Goodlette W J 

Gordon Al 


Hall & Essley 
Halligan Jack 
Hammond Al 
Herman Lewis 
Hertz Lillian 


BROOKLYN, N. Y. 


By JO ABRARISON 
Majestic—‘“*Two Innocents.” 
Flatbush—“‘City Haul.” 
Jamaica—“‘Bon Voyage.”’ 
Boulevard—‘‘Temptations of 1930.” 
Brooklyn—Dark. 

Par—‘‘Kibitzer’; stage show. 
Fox—'‘‘Song of Kentucky’’; vaude, 
Strand — ‘“‘Girl from Woolworths’; 


phorts. 
Albee—“‘Tanned Legs’’; vaude. 
Rolland—‘‘Katja’s Wedding” (yiddish). 

“Cracker Jack” (bur.). 

Gayety—‘‘Parisian Flappers” (bur.). 
Orpheum—Picture. 
St, Gearge—Picture. 
Memart—News Reel. 
Century—‘‘After Dark.” 


Novit Jules 
Pymn Fred & P 


Rose Charlie 
Ruth Sis & Moore 


Steinbeck Bruno 
Vanderkoor H 


White H Pierre 
Wyrn Ray 














| Four new’ ones trying out this 
week. At the Flatbush “City Haul,” 
With Herbert Rawlinson; Majestic 
has “Two. Innocents,” Harry Delf’s 
comedy; “Bon Voyage” (John Gold- 
én) at the Jamaica, and “Tempta- 
tions of 1930,”. new _revue,, at the 
Flatbush. 





New low at the Orpheum. Seats 
_jfor the: kids at 10c. every afternoon 
{With a top of two bits holidays. 





Ps . 
|,THe Morley-Throckmorton . pro- 
duction “After Dark” opens. today 
(Wednesday) at the Century.’ .+- 


Anthony Clemente has started suit 
Brooklyn Supreme Court against 
r the Metropolitan Opera Co. charg- 
2 the ushers assaulted him when 
attended a performance the early 

of this year. Case up before 
ustice Strong, who has asked the 
Parties concerned to furnish de- 
Mailed bill of particulars, 


—— ome 


DETROIT 


Wilson—‘“‘Great Gabbo.” - - --- 
Shubert—‘‘Blossom Time.” 
Civie—‘‘Remote Control.” 
Cass—"'The Quéén in Parlor.” 
pe ee 
“Locke oors. 
Michigan—‘“‘Their Own Desire.” 
masP PH he | ae. 
ow o ows.” 
Padison— The Mi ae P 
Paramount—' e rginian.’ 
Adams—“‘Paris.”’ ° 
Oriental—‘‘Painted Faces.” 















a 





1,.Martin Cohn, proprietor of the 
_getudy Club, where 22 people re- 
pF xtiy lost their lives n a fire, is be- 
ng tried in the recorder’s court on 
marge of manslaughter. 





The Hollywood, Detroit's largest 
poxirt theatre, which has been 
Playing a straight sound policy for 
u€ past three months, opened with 
uss Morgan’s stage band and RKO 
Waudeville Christmas Day. 











Mutual burlésque has been moved 
vm the Palace to Gayety. Stock 
urlesque now at the Palace. 








After a delay of two years work 
as been resumed on the theatre 
nd ont project at Harper 
bul faxwell avenue. The entire 

- ing is to cost $1,750,000. Publix 
: _—o negotiating for the theatre 











neh and state theatres .suffered 
Siderable in business last week 
; “ oeuit of the worst snowstorm 
= as hit the state in 31 years. 

ny State theatres were dark be- 
- of a shipping tie-up and 
Sportation was not restored to 
fmal until Saturday. 








LORR 
NGLE ROOM. 





AINE 
BATH, 


SI $2.00 UP 
DOUBLE ROOM, BATH. $17.50 AND $21.00 WEEKLY 
DOUBLE WiftlOUT BATH. $14.00 WEEKLY 
LEONARD HICKS. President 


SINGLE ROOM, 


Hiotels LORRAINE and GRANT--Chicago 


GRANT 


SINGLE ROOM WITHOUT BATH 
BATH d 

DOUBLE ROOM WITHOUC1 BATH. $14.00 PER WEEK 
DOUBLE ROOM WITH BATH H 


$1.25 AND $1.50 PER DAY 
$2.00 PER DAY 


$173.50 AND $21.00 WEEKLY 








ACKSON 


137-139 West 45th St. 
NEW YORK CITY 
Completely remodeled—everything of 
the best—Simmons furniture (Beanty- 
rest mattresses), hot and cold water, 

telephones, showers. 
$12 for Single Room 
$15-$17 for Double Room 
$16-$18-$20 for Double Room 
(with Private Bath) 
This is the ideal hotel for the Profession—in th 
heart of the theatrical section 


Phones Bryant 0573-4-5 









SYRACUSE, N. Y. 


By CHESTER B. BAHN 
Wieting—Dark. 
Loew’s—Vaudfilm. 
Keith’s-—Vaudfilm, 
Paramount—"‘Why Bring That Up?’’ 
Eckel—“‘Broadway.”’ 
Strand—“The Gamblers.” 





With Loew houses here and in 
Rochester plugging the January 
festival, set for circuit observance, 
Keith’s in both cities is ballyhooing 
its own opposition “festival” at the 


agement, 





Recommendation of Col. George 
Fletcher Chandler, Governor Roose- 
velt’s special Auburn investigator, 
that the New York State Fair plant 
here be used. as a. prison auxiliary 
drew anything but a favorable re- 
ception locally. 


Culminating. a Strand theatre ro- 
mance of last winter, Lola May Gil- 
lette, saxophonist with the Debu- 
tantes, the house’s former girl band, 
and Lionel Wilcox, until recently 
assistant manager there, were mar- 
ried last week. Wilcox is now in the 
projection department of the Para- 
mount theatre. 





Keith’s has replaced its girl ush- 
ers with university and high school 
boys, West Point style. Only Eckel 
and Empire,.on the main stem, now 
have usherettes. 





Only his widow.and the Rev. 
Hardy Lumb, pastor of the First 
Presbyterian Church of Canandai- 
gua, were present, last week when 
the ashes of Raymond Hitchcock 
were interred in the family plot in 
Woodlawn Cemetery, Auburn, 





One week’s experiment with a tab 
show as an auxiliary to the picture 
program was enough for the Empire 
theatre. -Harry Lewis’ troupe de- 


-}- parted Saturday night. 





Excavation for the foundation of 
the new theatre which the Schines 
-will erect in Cortland has been com- 
pleted, and bids for the house, which 
will seat 1,620, are now being re- 
ceived. 





Jack Warner, who presides at the 
Keith stage door, turns actor this 
week, playing straight for Ken. 
Sparnon, orchestra conductor, in a 
specially arranged novelty overture, 





Frank A. Fralick, 77, former stage 
carpenter at Keith’s, Syracuse, died 
Sunday at St. Joseph’s Hospital. 
Fralick was employed at Keith’s 
from the opening of the house until 
he retired about a year ago. 





Robert W. Case, manager of the 
Brighton for the Salina Theatre 
Corp., stepped down Saturday. Jack 
Sardino, brother of Frank Sardino, 
president of the coporation, suc- 
ceeded him. 


(Continued from page 56) 


grams. Evident in the special vo- 
cal presentment of a number like 
“Hallelujah.” Frank Black’s mas- 
ter arranging hand may be back of 
it all. Manhattan Moods, with an 
orchestra led by Claude McAr- 
thur, may work up something. on 
WABC. Some musical comedy 
numbers were featured. Happy 
Troubadors WMCA came over ef- 
fectively. Dave Mendoza’s excellent 
orchestra again did well on the 
Maxwell House period WJZ. 








Building Name 

Eugene Ormandy is winning a 
name with his music during Jack 
Frost period WEAF. That inter- 
pretation of “Away Down South” 
was worth tuning in. Lone Star 
Rangers WOR are rehashing some 
old boys, but singing ’em harmo- 
niously. Leiscester Harrison WMCA 
is doing avi astrologistice stunt that 





should bring results if not too pal- 


instigation of the’ divisional man-_ 


|dio fans’ benefit. 


Opposite 
N. V. A. Club 


$ 9 and Up Single 
$14 and Up Double 


Shower Baths, Hot 
and Cold Water and 
Telephone 


Electric Fans 


264-268 West 46th Street 
New York City 


ORS 
S 
» 





All Newly 
Decorated 


$ Sand Up Single 
$12 and Up Double 


Hot and Cold Water 
and Telephone in 
Each Room 
102 West 44th Street 
New York City 


Phone BRYANT 7228-29 





|pably phoney. Answers to the 
‘lovelorn can run a lifetime. 

Another of the splendid Atwater 
Kent periods got a tough break by 
being on at the same time Mary 
Garden was top-noting it from 
WEAF. Real competish here be- 
tween the Victor and A. K. periods. 
Should be at different hours for ra- 
“Aida” for the 
most part came over impression- 
ably from WEAF for the National 
G. O. period. 





Radio Wishing Everybody 
Everything imrginable in the 
commodity line has wished every- 
body happiness, so biz should get off 
on the right foot. Radio sure makes 
the old proverbial Santy look like a 
piker. A & P Gypsies (WEAF) 
mixed carols with Yuletide music. 
Timely and effective. Roxy and 
Gang sent over some nice music 
from WJZ. Stringed outfits still 
doing yeoman service (WMCA). 
And a few also going their usual 
stint, including the Dorian Stringed 
Quartette, from WOR. A capable 
organization. Music not distorted. 
Contralto voice of Mme. Merle 
Alcock was heard to advantage via 
WEAF during General Motors 
Party. Don Vorhees has his orches- 
tra giving a good account musically. 

Neglecting Air 

Vic Irwin on WMCA should real- 
ize that there is a vast. difference 
between tunes for the dance floor 
and the air. On for 30 minutes, he 
should give his broadcasting more 
thought. His men at times seem to 
show utter indifference to their air 
(WJZ) doesn’t have to worry about 
the result as long as piano playing 
hookup. Ken Rad Cabin Nights 
is the feature. 


UNCOMMON CHATTER 


(Continued from page 48) 


cuse to picture the air raid. She 
has a sweet, ingenuous quality ‘that 
should make her a favorite heroine 
with picture audiences. The mixed- 
ale atmosphere of some of the com- 
edy scenes furnishes Daphne Pol- 
lard’s cockney comedy with a per- 
fect background. She plays one of 
those beer-drinking ladies of Picca- 
dilly Circus'in broad and awfully 
funny style. 











Sponge Necklaces 

In the shops....Novel muff-purse 
at Saks-5th Ave. made of crushed 
black velvet with smart smoked 
crystal ring. Also, lovely evening 
handkerchiefs....Beautifully work- 
ed seed pearl bags at Stewart’s, to 
be picked up for the small item of 
$350....Elbow and full length eve- 
ning gloves at Stern’s, held into 
shirrings wth bits of elastic to 
achieve that correct, careless look. 
Also, long black suede gloves with 
trim of heavy silver and rhine- 
stones. Completely “Diamond Lil” 
«.-. Southern wear hats at Holland- 
ers, featuring the wider brim.... 
Best’s silk and wool hose, seamless 
and spiral-knit, three smart shades 
being Araban, Deauville and Tanela 

... Stewart showing combination 
beach and tennis pajamas by Moly- 
neux. In figured wool challis and 
cute as can be with yoked trousers, 





flaring into pleats just above the 








LANDSEER APTS. 


245 Wes 5Sist Street 
Columbus 8950 


IRVINGTON HALL 


355 West 5lst Street 
Columbus 1360 
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600 HOUSEKEEPING APARTMENTS 





HILDONA COURT 


341-347 West 45th Street. 
1-2-3-4-room apartments. Private bath, phone, kitchen or kitchenette. 


$18.00 UP WEEKLY—$70.00 UP MONTHLY 


All apartments directly under the supervision of the owner 
In the center of the theatrical district. All fireproof buildings 


Address all communications to 


CHARLES TENENBAUM 
Principal Office: Landseer Apts., 245 West 51st Street, New York 
All apartments can be seen evenings. 
Will Lease by the Week Month or 


BENDOR COURT 


343 West 65th Street 
Columbus 6066 


HENRI COURT 


312 West 48th Street 
3830 Longacre 





3560 Longacre 


Office in each building 
Year — Furnished or Unfurnished. 














Phone: LONGACRE 6805 


COMPLETE FOR HOUSEKEEPING. 


325 West 43rd Street 


Private Bath. 38-4 Rooms. Catering 


THE BERTHA 





GEO. P. SCHNEIDER. Prop. 


FURNISHED 
APARTMENTS 


CLEAN AND AIRY. 


NEW YORK CITY 


to the comfort and convenience of 


the profession. 
STEAM HEAT AND ELECTRIC LIGHT, $15.00 UP 


Mrs. Jackson now in charge 





ead 


THE DUPLEX 


HOUSEKEEPING FURNISHED 
APARTMENTS 

330 West 43rd Street, New York 
Longacre 7132 

Three and four rooms with bath, 

complete kitchen. Modern in every 

particular. Will accommodate four 

or more adults 


$12.00 UP WEEKLY 





knee, and matching jacket....Pe- 
rugia perfumes at I. Miller.... 
Among the amusing items for beach 
wear—necklaces made of brightly 
dyed sponge, and crystal and straw 
sets comprised of choker and 
matching bracelet. Also for wear 
on the beach for no very good rea- 
son are cap-wings of straw in sim- 
ulated waves. 





Long Skirts No Go 


Long skirts have been given the 
musical comedy test and found 
wanting. In “50,000 Frenchmen” the 
chorus girls are groomed in svelte 
gowns that mold the hips snugly 
and terminate in trailing ends and 
circular lengths. To dress a danc- 
ing chorus in styles of this kind is 
about as. inappropriate as to rig 
out a line of Tiller dancers in elabo- 
rate showgirl costumes. 

First act afternoon gowns are dis- 
appointing. Their waistlines, instead 
of being molded, are gathered in by 
string belts that attempt to give a 
modish effect. Costumes for the 
racing scene are beautifully worked 
out as to color, but seem decidedly 
bad style on uncorsetted figures. 
The evening gowns are quite lovely 
—particularly one of gold moire, 
worn by Betty Compton. 





Roxy entertainment always grows 
very young at Christmas time. This 
year’s celebration involves a repeti- 
tion of that cunning “Wedding of 
the Painted Doll,” and an original 
version of the Hansel and Gretel 
legend. The whole thing is nicely 
done with enough sparkle and glit- 
ter to please kids of six or sixty. 
The picture house version deviates 
from the opera in a last scene 
which introduces Mother Goose 
characters at a beautifully staged 
Christmas party. Montedoro’s cos- 
tumes for this scene are delightful. 
His Little Miss Muffet, Ugly Sis- 
ters, Cinderella and Ginger-Bread 
chorus could have stepped right out 
of Fairyland. 





Western, full of hangings and 
homespun, It’s grand fun and, 
considering the type of story it tells, 
extremely well produced. Dialog 
sounds as though it had been taken 
verbatim from an _ old-fashioned 
script and is bound to draw laugh- 
ter from sophisticated audiences. 
But it will also draw respect as 
being the backbone of lusty Amer- 
ican drama. 





“Th Virginian” is a rip-snorting | 





Mary Brian plays the schoolmarm | 


A GOOD:HOTEL IN 
MIDTOWN -NEW YORK 








Weekly Rates 
Single rooms $14 to $21 
Double rooms $17.50 to 424 
Two-room suites $35 


Three-room suites $45 


HOTEL WELLINGTON 


7th Ave. at 55th St., New York City 
Under KNOTT Management 
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Sy ST ——— 


charmingly. She overacts in spots, 
but! such a picture would seem 
tame without a little overacting. 
Everybody should rant a little in 





“The Virginian”—and- everybody 
does 
, A Nice “Sally” 


After all these years “Sally” is 
back on Broadway, this time in 
Technicolor. It's a grand picture, 
richly staged and delicately tinted, 
lacking only Leon Errol’s weak- 
kneed comedy to make it a smash. 

Marilyn Miller giggles rather an- 
noyingly through talking sequences, 
but photographs beautifully and 
dances with disarming lightness and 
grace. Her singing voice records 
surprisingly well. Some of her 
dresses are too well fashioned for 
a poor wheat-cake slinger, but the 
films have never been known to 
worry over such minor discrepen- 
cies. It’s all in the name of musical 
comedy. 





if You Like 

If you like the Gleasons you can’ 
help liking “Shannons of Broadway” 
—even in a picture with rough 
edges due to inexpert cutting. 
Mickey and Em, together with sev- 
eral of the members of the original 
New York east, help to recreate the 
peculiar charm that hovers around 
vaaudevillians in tank towns—a 
charm that at present is going to 
waste in the empty spaces of the 
Colony. 

Lucille Gleason appears in wisely 
selected costumes—plain ensembles 
in monotone or finely-figured print, 
with long coats in each case giving 
needed length and straightness of 
line. 
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